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Qommon Sense 


E 


tr o£ see bow the writmg of Seme came aboiiL It was 

in Novemlw of 1774 that Paine landed in PbSackiplua, a 
^^$Jck and almost bcaiiim man. Five mnuths latere at Loda^g- 
fton, the first real enooimter of the Amencan Revotutkia ccaiired; 
thai and the Batik of C«Kord Bridge and the retreat of ibe British 
to Boston set into motioo a porpuUr peopk^s apming; two inonlhs 
later, m army of angry New England farmers waa hanging onto 
the flanks of Boston like a pack of wolves, and witkm Boston die 
British army of ocempation was worriedly on the defensive. And 
seven months there appeared all over the Loud a sIlk booklet, 
entitled Common And by April of 1776^ almost every adult 

in tbe thirteen eoloiLics had read or had read to him ^me part of the 
booklet. In December of 1775* only wild^ed radicals calkd for 
independence; sii months bter only the most conservative de¬ 
ments—^aud few they were—of the American popular front stood 
out against independence. In that six-month period, the ecuniiy 
united itself, tightened itself, and set its face solidly ogomst the 
eneniy^ the loose alliancE ai thirteen far-flqng coloiiw bncooiing a 


solid coalition. 

And by tcslimony of many, not a little of tM& was due to fcbe sHm 
book Tcun Paine wrote. 


His arrival in America was not ausplcioua. He came to shore 
skk, UDsbaven, almost pecoikss. When he recovered bis health, 
worked at many things but not sta3nnaking; odds and ends of jobs, 
teaching, frise bnce writing, letter writing. But be boked at tbe 

.1 





4 SELECTED WOEK OF TO At PAtJifE 

country* He aicked an ear, and he Ibteneii. The sp^ch <o5 J^ng- 
u^, but the dialeet waa different. The turn of a 
sure, anfi the tall people waited with their beads h#. ^ 

people; they ate quantities oI Iresh meat, fre.li vegetables. No one 
^hJ a fordoct. The sjjcech was English, but ti^^onc was i _ ■ 
What talk-whai endless talkl Liberty, freedom, 
riehtsi You may be sure that he listened. Perhaps he read Locke 
Voltaire; Perhaps he didn't have to rend them, since the.r 

ideas, In homdy phrases, were on every tongue. 

Tlien he found himself a good job. Robert Aitfcen, a Philadelphia 
prinii^d the id^ of a publication to be called Tkc Pcnnsylva.^ 
5/tijirsme, and Paine, the EngHshman, talked hniiself mto the job 

had no eiperlence at that sort of thing; he 
oonvincerl Aitken in some way, perhaps by shovving liSm the thinff 
he bad written, perhaps by talking to him. At any rate, 

Paine’s €<iilor!ib4>, the mngazlne gained a position of some influ¬ 
ence, not tinly in Pennsylvania but In m:iny outlying colomei,. 
Paine himself wrote for the magaiiue, some things under his own 
name, some under other names. 

During Ibis time, life, for Tom Paine, movinl at a tremendous^ 
accelerated pace. Keep in mind that his whole personaUty r^^lvcd 
around the conception of change; for thirty-seven y^s of his hie, 
change had resisted him and the people about him. And now, Here 
in America, was a situaUon that elumgcd so rapidly the average 
person had trouble keeping pace with it. .^A an editor, 
and spoke with people he could not have otherwise knmvo. Wash¬ 
ington, Jefferson, Rush, Franklin, Randolph, Sam Adams^how 
many long hours were spent arguing, discussing, nndersta^ng. 
Paine was an Englishman; that made him a sort of sounding board, 
for most of the patrinis were American bom and bred, and » 
ftoue too clear a oineeption of what the obi country wa.<i hke. To 
them, the Americmi situation was matter of fact; it co™ to a 
head as slowly as a cist; to them, America was their habitat to 
Paine the lower-class Englishman, it was utopia amvinB. Ihey 
rlidn't realize what a treasure chest they possessed until bke 

a miser, added and added e^ery asset that was .^erica* Ibe ncii 
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man cao't ccncciv^ poverty* Tbdt Ainenca, their boundless, rich 
and TTonderful land had always been; it slwHys wotild be. Paine 
cned ; No I You'll lose it—and if you Jose it here, all the 

wurld loses!” 

The idea became an obsession with him* He found it incoacciv- 
able that while a few hundred miles to the oorth, in the colony of 
Masfudiuseils, Litter war raj^ed, raen here in Pennsylvania could 
calmly debate the why? and wherefors of union, independence, and 
resistance. For hinii agaia, it was a matter of dynamics; forces were 
at work; new forces must be added. A blow must be struck. Noth¬ 
ing “happened"; men took advantage of a situation and consciously 
made history. 

He was an Englishman. These Americans were fools; they were 
fools to think that the spark they had lit concerned nnly them; it 
concerned the whole world; it cuncErned men of good will in every 
land. Even then Paiac foresaw the international character wbinb 
I 111 - American struggle would assume. They, the pHtriots, said inde¬ 
pendence was impossible* Did the impossible exist until it was at¬ 
tempted? They said union was impossible. But if it was imposaiblE* 
then so was hope—and that Paine would never admit. 

He left the Pcansylvania Mdga^ne, and, a few ahillings in hLs 
jeans, be set out to write the case of Amtrica iigumjf tyranny and 
for mankind* And because to him it was so obvious, so natural a 
progression of hLmoty, of all man's struggles, be knew before he 
began that it would be called Common Seiue* 

He wrote simply, yet with a shrewd turn for the practical that 
Yankees would love. When he reasoned, he was calm and cnM; 
when he exhurted, by God, be exhorted. He called names, because 
those he was against, he hated. No grays for bim; black was black, 
white was white, and a Tory, a reactionary, was a cursed enemy of 
mankind. He was no sentimentalist, no idealist; a realist, he wrote 
for the most realistic people he knew, and he wrote la a language 
they would understand. He was not interested in originating a 
philosophy; be iniijided only to turn what democratic philosophy 
existed into a program of action for men with guns. 

And he succeeded. When be had Dnisbed the manuscript, hr set 
about finding a printer* His old friend and former employer, iVItkcd, 
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turned him down. This was fire— incitement to rebellion. Benjamin 
Rush and others read the manuscript and reali2ed that here, per¬ 
haps, was some of the heat that would fuse the colonies into a united 
whole. Yet in their wildest dreams, they could not have foresemi 
the results of the snaall book. 

Through Rush, Robert Bell, a smaU printer, was persuaded to 
print the booklet. And early in January, 1776, without fuss or fan- 
Le, there appeared the work enUtled COMMON SENSE written 
by an Englishman. 


Common Sense 

ON IHI ORICm AND DESIGN OF GOVERNMENT IN GENERAL, WITH 
CONCISE remarks ON THE ENGLISH CONSTITUTION 

Some writers have so confounded society with government, as to leave 
litUe or no distinction betwewi them; whereas they are not only differ¬ 
ent, but have different origins. Society is produced by our wants, and gov- 
emmait by our wickedness; the former promotes our happiness post- 
thely by uniting our affections, the latter negatively by restraining our 
vices. The one encourages intercourse, the other creates distinctions. The 
first is a patron, the last a punisher. 

Society in every state is a blessing, but Government, even in its best 
state, is but a necessary evil; in its worst state an intolerable one: for 
when we suffer, or are exposed to the same miseries by a Govemmeta, 
which we mi^t expect in a country without Government, our calamity 
is hei^tened by reflecting that we furnish the means by which we suf¬ 
fer. Government, like dress, is the badge of lost innocence; the palaces of 
Hng« are built upon the ruins of the bowers of paradise. For were the 
impuiaes of conscience clear, uniform and irresistibly obeyed, mM would 
need no other lawgiver; but that not being the case, he finds it neces¬ 
sary to surrender up a part of his property to furnish means for the pro- 
tection of the rest; and this he is induced to do by the same prudence 
which in every other case advises him, out of two evils to choose the 
least. Wherefore, security being the true design and end of government, 
it unanswerably foUows that whatever form thereof appears most likely 
to ensure it to us, with the least expense and greatest benefit, is prefera¬ 
ble to all others. 

In order to g»»»n a clear and just idea of the design and end of govern- 
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ment^ let us suppose a small number of persons settled in some sequestered 
part of the earth, unconnected with the rest; they wiU then represent the 
first peopling of any country, or of the world. In this state of natural 
liberty, society will be their first thought. A thousand motives will exdte 
them thereto; the strength of one man is so unequal to his wants, and 
his mind so unfitted for perpetual solitude, that he is soon obliged to 
seek assistance and relief of another, who in his turn requires the same. 
Four or five united would be able to raise a tolerable dwelling in the 
midst of a wilderness, but one man might labour out the common period 
of life without accomplishing any thing; when he had felled his timber 
be could not remove it, nor erect it after it was removed; hunger in the 
mean time would urge him to quit his work, and every'different want 
would call him a different way. Disease, nay even misfortune, would be 
death; for, though neither might be mortal, yet either would disable him 
from living, and reduce him to a state in which he might rather be said to 
perish than to die. 

Thus necessity, like a gravitating power, would soon form oar newly 
arrived emigrants into society, the reciprocal blessings of which would 
supercede, and render the obligations of law and government unnecessary 
while they remained perfectly just to each other; but as nothing but 
Heaven is impregnable to vice, it will unavoidably happen that in propor¬ 
tion as they surmount the first difficulties of emigration, which bound 
them together in a common cause, they will begin to relax in their duty 
and attachment to each other: and this remissness will point out the 
necessity of establishing some form of govemm«it to supply the defect of 
moral virtue. 

Some convenient tree will afford them a State House, under the 
branches of which the whole Colony may assemble to deliberate on pub¬ 
lic matters. It is more than probable that their first laws will have the 
title only of Regulations and be enforced by no other penalty than public 
disesteem. In this first parliament every man by natural right will have 
a seat. 

But as the Colony encreases, the public concerns will cncreasc like¬ 
wise, and the distance at which the members may be separated, will 
render it too inconvenient for all of them to meet on every occasion as 
at first, when their number was small, their habitations near, and the 
public concerns few and trifling. This will point out the convenience of 
their consenting to leave the legislative part to be man aged by a select 
number chosen from the whole body, who are supposed to have the same 
concerns at stake which those have who a{^x>inted them, and who will 
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act in the manner as the whole body would act were they present. 
If the colony continue encreasing, it will become necessary to augmCTt 
the number of representatives, and that the interest of every part of the 
colony may be attended to, it will be found best to divide the whole into 
convenient parts, each part sending its proper number: and that the 
elected might never form to themselves an interest separate from the 
electors, prudence will point out the propriety of having elecUons oftM: 
because as the elected might by that means return and mix ^am with 
the general body of the electors in a few months, their fidelity to the 
public will be secured by the prudent reflection of not making a rod for 
themselves. And as this frequent interchange will establish a common 
interest with every part of the community, they will mutually and nat¬ 
urally support each other, and on this, (not on the unmeaning name of 
king,) depends the strength of government, and the happiness of the 
governed. 

Here then is the origin and rise of government; namely, a mode ren¬ 
dered necessary by the inability of moral virtue to govern the world; 
here too is the design and end of government, viz. Freedom and secunty. 
And however our eyes may be dazzled with show, or our ears deceived 
by sound; however prejudice may warp our wills, or interest darken our 
nn d^p = *=»nHing , the simple voice of nature and reason will ^y, ’tis right. 

I draw my idea of the form of government from a principle in Mture 
which no art can overturn, viz. that the more simple any thing b, the 
less liable it b to be disordered, and the easier repaired when disordered; 
and with thb maxim in view I offer a few remarks on the so much boasted 
constitution of England. That it was noble for the dark and slavbh times 
in which it was erected, b granted. When the world was overrun mth 
tyranny the least remove therefrom was a glorious rescue. But that it is 
im perfect, subject to convulsions, and inc^iable of producing what it 
Mxtma to promise, b easily demonstrated. 

Absolute governments, (tho’ the di^race of human nature) have thb 
advantage with them, they are simple; if the people suffer, they know 
the bead'from which their suffering springs; know likewise the remedy; 
and are not bewildered by a variety of causes and cures. But the constitu¬ 
tion of Fn glanrf is SO exceedingly complex, that the nation may suffer for 
years together without being able to discover in which part the fault liw; 
some wfll say in one and some m another, and every pofltical physician 
wfll advise a different medicine. 

I know it b difficult to get over local or long standing prejudices, yet 
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if we will suffer ourselves to examine the component parts of the English 
constitution, we shall find them to be the base remains of two ancient 
tyrannies, compounded with some new Republican materials. 

First .—^The remains of Monarchical tyranny in the person of the 
King. 

Secondly .—^The remains of Aristocratical tyranny in the persons of 
the Peers. 

Thirdly .—^The new Republican materials, in the persons of the Com¬ 
mons, on whose virtue depends the freedom of England. 

The two first, by being hereditary, are independent of the People; 
wherefore in a constitutional sense they contribute nothing towards the 
freedom of the State. 

To say that the constitution of England is an union of three powers, 
reciprocally checking each other, is farcical; either the words have no 
meaning, or they are flat contradictions. 

To say that the Commons is a check upon the King, presupposes two 
things. 

First .—That the King it not to be trusted without being looked after; 
or in other words, that a thirst for absolute power is the natural disease 
of monarchy. 

Secondly .—That the Commons, by being appointed for that purpose, 
are either wiser or more worthy of confidence than the Crown. 

But as the same constitution which gives the Commons a power to 
check the King by withholding the supplies, gives afterwards the King 
a power to check the Commons, by empowering him to reject their other 
bills; it again supposes that the King is wiser than those whom it has 
already supposed to be wiser than him. A mere absurdity I 

There is something exceedingly ridiculous in the composition of 
Monarchy; it first excludes a man from the means of information, yet 
empowers him to act in cases where the highest judgment is required. 
The state of a king shuts him from the World, yet the business of a king 
requires him to know it thoroughly; wherefore the different parts, by 
unnaturally opposing and destroying each other, prove the whole charac¬ 
ter to be absurd and useless. 

Some writers have explained the English constitution thus: the King, 
say they, is one, the pJeople another; the Peers are a bouse in b^ialf of 
the King, the commons in behalf of the people; but this hath all the dis¬ 
tinctions of a house divided against itself; and though the expressions be 
pleasantly arranged, yet when examined they appear idle and ambiguous; 
and it will always happen, that the nicest construction that words are 
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capable of, when applied to the description of something which either 
cannot exist, or is too incomprehensible to be within the compass of 
description, will be words of sound only, and though they may amuse 
the ear, they cannot inform the mind: for this explanation includes a 
previous question, viz. how came the king by a power which the people 
are afraid to trust, and always obliged to check? Such a power could not 
be the gift of a wise people, neither can any power, which needs check¬ 
ing, be from God; yet the provision which the constitution makes sup¬ 
poses such a power to exist. 

But the provision b unequal to the ta.sk; the means either cannot or will 
not accomplish the end, and the whole affair is a Felo de se: for as the 
greater weight will always carry up the less, and as all the wheels of a 
machine are put in motion by one, it only remains to know which power 
in the constitution has the most weight, for that will govern: and tho’ 
the others, or a part of them, may clog, or, as the phrase is, check the 
rapidity of its motion, yet so long as they cannot stop it, their endeavours 
will be ineffectual: The first moving power will at last have its way, and 
what it wants in speed is supplied by time. 

That the crown is this overbearing part in the English constitution 
needs not be mentioned, and that it derives its whole consequence merely 
from being the giver of places and pensions is self-evident; wherefore, 
though we have been wise enough to shut and lock a door against absolute 
Monarchy, we at the same time have been foolish enough to put the 
Crown in possession of the key. 

The prejudice of Englishmen, in favour of their own government, by 
King, Lords and Commons, arises as much or more from national pride 
than reason. Individuals are undoubtedly safer in England than in some 
other countries: but the will of the king is as much the law of the land in 
Britain as in France, with this difference, that instead of proceeding 
directly from his mouth, it is handed to the people under the formidable 
shape of an act of parliament. For the fate of Charles the First hath 
only made kings more subtle—not more just. 

Wherefore, laying aside all national pride and prejudice in favour of 
modes and forms, the plain truth is that U is wholly owing to the eon- 
stituiion of the people, and not to the constitution of the government 
that the crown is not as oppressive in England as in Turkey. 

An inquiry into the constitutional errors in the English form of gov¬ 
ernment, is at this time highly necessary; for as we are never in a proper 
condition of doing justice to others, while we continue under the influ¬ 
ence of some leading partiality, so neither are we capable of doing it to 
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ourselves while we remain fettered by any obstinate prejudice. And as a 
plan who is attached to a prostitute is unfitted to choose or judge of a 
wife, so any prepossession in favour of a rotten constitution of govem- 
meot will disable us from discerning a good one. 


OF MONARCHY AND HEREDITARY SUCCESSION 

Mankind being originally equals in the order of creation, the equality 
could only be destroyed by some subsequent circumstance: the distinc¬ 
tions of rich and poor may in a great measure be accounted for, and that 
without having recourse to the harsh ill-sounding names of OKJression and 
avarice. Oppression is often the consequence, but seldom or never the 
means of riches; and tho’ avarice will preserve a man from being neces- 
sitously poor, it generally makes him too timorous to be wealthy. 

But there is another and great distinction for which no truly natural 
Qf r^gious reason can be assigned, and that is the d i sti n ction of men 
into Kings and Subjects. Male and female are the distinctions of na¬ 
ture, good and bad the distinctions of Heaven; but how a race of men 
came into the world so exalted above the rest, and distinguished tike 
some new species, is worth inquiring into, and whether they are the means 
of happiness or of misery to mankind. 

In the early ages of the world, according to the scripture chronology 
there were no kings; the consequence of which was, there were no wars; 
it is the pride of kings which throws mankind into confusion. Holland, 
without a king hath enjoyed more peace for this last century than any of 
the monarchical governments in Europe. Antiquity favours the same 
remark; for the quiet and rural lives of the first Patriarchs have a snaf»py 
somethhig in them, which vanishes when we come to the history of Jew¬ 
ish royalty. . .u 

Government by kings was first introduced mto the world by the 
Heathens, from whom the children of Israel copied the custom. It was 
the most prosperous invention the Devil ever set on foot for the promo¬ 
tion of idolatry. The Heathens paid divine honours to their deceased 
kings, and the Christian World hath improved on the plan by doing the 
same to their Uving ones. How im{MOUS is the title of sacred Majesty ap¬ 
plied to a worm, who in the midst of his splendor is crumbling into dustl 

As the oralting one man so greatly above the rest cannot be justified 
on the equal rights of nature, so neither can it be defended on the 
authority of scripture; for the wiU of the Almighty as declared by Gideon, 
and the prophet Samuel, expressly disapproves of government by Kinga 
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AD anti-monarchical parts of scripture, have been very smoothly glossed 
over in monarchical governments, but they undoubtedly merit the atten¬ 
tion of countries which have their governments yet to form. Render unio 
Cesar the things which are CesaPs is the scripture doctrine of courts, yet 
it is no support of monarchical government, for the Jews at that time 
were without a king, and in a state of vassa l age to the Romans. 

Near three thousand years passed away, from the Mosaic account of 
the creation, till the Jews under a national delusion requested a king. 
TiD then their form of government (except in extraordinary cases where 
the Almighty interposed) was a kind of Republic, administered by a 
judge and the elders of the tribes. Kings they had none, and it was held 
sinful to acknowledge any being under that title but the Lord of Hosts. 
And when a man seriously reflects on the idolatrous homage which is paid 
to the persons of kings, he need not wonder that the Almighty, ever 
jealous of his honour, should disapprove a form of government which so 
impiously invades the prerogative of Heaven. 

Monarchy is ranked in scripture as one of the sins of the Jews, for 
which a curse in reserve is denounced against them. The history of that 
transaction is worth attending to. 

The children of Israel being oppressed by the Midianites, Gideon 
marched against them with a small army, and victory thro* the divine 
interposition decided in his favour. The Jews, elate with success, and 
attributing it to the generalship of Gideon, proposed making him a king, 
saying. Ride thou over us, thou and thy son, and thy son*s son. Here was 
temptation in its fullest extent; not a kingdom only, but an hereditary 
one; but Gideon in the piety of his soul replied, I wiU not rule over you, 
neither shall my son rule over you. the lord shall rule over you. 
Words need not be more explicit: Gideon doth not decline the honour, 
but denieth their right to give it; neither doth he compliment them with 
invented declarations of his thanks, but in the positive style of a prophet 
charges them with disaffection to their proper Sovereign, the King of 
Heaven. 

About one hundred and thirty years after this, they feU again into the 
same error. The hankering which the Jews had for the idolatrous customs 
of the Heathens, is something exceedingly unaccountable; but so it was, 
that la 3 ring bold of the misconduct of Samuel’s two sons, who were in¬ 
trusted with some secular concerns, they came in an abrupt and clamorous 
manner to Samuel, saying. Behold thou art old, and they sons walk not 
in thy ways, now make us a Idng to judge us like all the other nations. 
And here we cannot observe but that their motives were bad, viz. that 
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they might be like unto other nations, i. e. the Heathens, whereas then- 
true glory lay in being as much unlike them as possible. But the thing 
displeased Samuel when they said, give us a King to judge us; and 
Samuel prayed unto the Lord, and the Lord said unto Samuel, hearken 
unto the voice of the people in all that they say unto thee, for they have 
not rejected thee, but they have rejected me, that i shoold not reign 
OVER THEM. According to all the works which they have done since the 
day that I brought them up out of Egypt even unto tins day, wherewith 
they have forsaken me, and served other Gods: so do they also unto 
thee. Now therefore hearken unto their voice, howbeit, protest solemnly 
unto them and show them the manner of the King that shall reign over 
them, i. e. not of any particular King, but the general manner of the 
Kings of the earth whom Israel was so eagerly copying after. And not¬ 
withstanding the great distance of time and difference of manners, the 
character is still in fashion. And Samuel told all the words of the Lord 
unto the people, that asked of him a King. And he said. This shall be the 
manner of the King that shall reign over you. Be will take your sons and 
appoint them for himself for Ms chariots and to be his horsemen, and 
some shall run before his chariots (this description agrees with the pres¬ 
ent mode of impressing men) and he will appoint him captains over thou¬ 
sands and captains over fifties, will set them to ear his ground and to reap 
his harvest, and to make his instruments of war, and instruments of his 
chariots. And he will take your daughters to be confectionaries, and to be 
cooks, and to be bakers (this describes the expense and luxury as well 
as the oppression of Kings) and he will take your fields and your vine¬ 
yards, and your olive yards, even the best of them, and give them to his 
servants. And he wiU take the tenth of your seed, and of your vineyards, 
and give them to his officers and to his servants (by whidi we see that 
bribery, corruption, and favouritism, are the standing vices of Kings) 
and he will take the tenth of your men servants, and your maid savants, 
and your goodliest young men, and your asses, and put them to his work: 
and he will take the tenth of your sheep, and ye shall be his servants, and 
ye shaU cry out in that day because of your king which ye shaU have 
chosen, and the lord will not hear you in that day. This accounts 
for the continuation of Monarchy; neither do the characters of the few 
good kings which have lived since, either sanctify the UUe, or blot out 
the sinfulness of the origin; the high encomium of David takes no notice 
of him officially as a King, but only as a man after God’s own heart. 
Nevertheless the people refused to obey the voice of Samuel, and they 
said. Nay, but we wiU have a king over us, that we may be like aU the 
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nations, and that our king may judge us, and go out before us and fight 
our battles. Samuel continued to reason with them but to no purpose; he 
set before them their ingratitude, but all would not avail; and seeing them 
fully bent on their folly, he cried out, / wiU call unto the Lord, and he shall 
send thunder and rain (which was then a punishment, being in die time 
of wheat harvest) that ye may perceive and see that your wckedness is 
great which ye have done in the sight of the Lord, m asking you a king. 
So Samuel called unto the Lord, and the Lord sent thunder and ram that 
day, and all the people greatly feared the Lord and Samuel. And all the 
people said unto Samuel, Pray for thy servants unto the Lord thy God 
that we die not, for wk have added unto our sins this evh., to ask a 
KING. These portions of scripture are direct and positive. They admit of 
no equivocal construcUon. That the Almighty hath here entered his 
protest against monarchical government is true, or the scnpture is false. 
And a man hath good reason to believe that there is as much of kingcraft 
as priestcraft in withholding the scripture from the public in popish 
countries. For monarchy in every instance is the popery of government. 

To the evfl of monarchy we have added that of hereditary succession; 
and as the first is a degradation and lessening of oursdves, so the second, 
claimed as a matter of right, is an insult and imposition on posterity. For 
all men being originaUy equals, no one by birth could have a ri^t to set 
up his own family in perpetual preference to all others for ever, and tho 
himself might deserve some decent degree of honours of his amtem- 
poraries, yet his descendants might be far too unworthy to inherit them. 
One of the strongest natural proofs of the fcJly of hereditary right in 
Kings, is that nature disapproves it, otherwise she would not so frequently 
turn it into ridicule, by giving mankind aa Ass for a lion. 

Secondly, as no man at first could possess any other public honors than 
were bestowed upon him, so the givers of those honors could have no 
power to give away the right of posterity, and tbougji th^ might s&y 
“We choose yon for our head,” they could not without manifest injustice 
to their children say “that your children and your children’s children 
shall reign over ours forever.” Because such an unwise, unjust, unnatural 
omnpact might (perhaps) in the next succession put them under the 
government of a rogue or a fool. Most wise men in their private senti¬ 
ments have ever treated hereditary ri^t with contempt; yet it is one of 
those evils which when once established is not easily removed: many sub¬ 
mit from fear, others from superstition, and the more powerful part 
shares with the king the plunder of the rest. 

This is supposing the present race of kings in the world to have had an 
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honorable origin: whereas it is more than probable, that, could we take 
off the dark covering of antiquity and trace them to their first rise, we 
should find the first of them nothing better than the principal ruffian of 
some restless gang, whose savage manners of pre-eminence in subtilty 
obtained him the title of chief among plunderers; and who by increasing 
in power and extending his depredations, overawed the quiet and de¬ 
fenseless to purchase their safety by frequent contributions. Yet his 
electors could have no idea of giving hereditary right to his descendants, 
because such a p>erp)etual exclusion of themselves was incompatible with 
the free and restrained principles they professed to live by. Wherefore, 
hereditary succession in the early ages of monarchy could not take place 
as a matter of claim, but as something casual or complemental; but as 
few or no records were extant in those days, the traditionary history 
stuff'd with fables, it was very easy, after the lapse of a few generations, 
to trump up some superstitious tale conveniently timed, Mahomet-like, to 
cram hereditary right down the throats of the vulgar. Perhaps the dis¬ 
orders which threatened, or seemed to threaten, on the decease of a 
leader and the choice of a new one (for elections among ru ffi a n s could 
not be very orderly) induced many at first to favour hereditary preten¬ 
sions; by which means it happened, as it hath happ>ened since, that what 
at first was submitted to as a convenience was afterwards claimed as a 
right. 

England since the conquest hath known some few good monarchs, but 
groaned beneath a much larger number of bad ones: yet no man in his 
ran say that their claim under Wi l lia m the Conqueror is a very 
honourable one. A French bastard landing with an armed Banditti and 
establishing himself king of England against the consent of the natives, is 
in plain terms a very paltry rascally original. It certainly hath no divinity 
in it However it is needless to spend much time in exposing the folly of 
hereditary right; if there are any so weak as to believe it, let them 
promiscuously worship the Ass and the Lion, and welcome. I shall neither 
copy their humility, nor disturb their devotion. 

Yet I should be ^ad to ask how they suppose kings came at first? The 
question admits but of three answers, viz. either by lot, by election, or 
by usurpation. If the first king was taken by lot, it establishes a precedent 
for the next, which excludes hereditary succession. Saul was by lot, yet 
the succession was not hereditary, neither docs it appear from t^t 
transaction that there was any intention it ever should. If the first king 
of any country was by election, that likewise establishes a precedent for 
the next; for to say, that the right of ail future generations is taken 
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away, by the act of the first electors, in their choice not only of a king 
but of a family of kings for ever, hath no parallel in or out of scripture 
but the doctrine of original sin, which supposes the free will of all men 
lost in Adam; and from such comparison, and it will admit of no other, 
hereditary succession can derive no glory. For as in Adam all sinned, and 
as in the first electors all men obeyed; as in the one all mankind were 
subjected to SaUn, and in the other to sovereignty; as our innocence was 
lost in the first, and our authority in the last; and as both disable us 
from re-assuming some former state and privilege, it unanswerably fol¬ 
lows that original sin and hereditary succession are parallels. Dishonour¬ 
able rank! inglorious connection! yet the most subtle sophist cannot 
produce a juster simile. 

As to usurpation, no man will be so hardy as to defend it; and that 
William the Conqueror was an usurper is a fact not to be contradicted. 
The plain truth is, that the antiquity of English monarchy will not bear 
looking into. 

But it is not so much the absurdity as the evil of hereditary succession 
which concerns mankind. Did it ensure a race of good and wise men it 
would have the seal of divine authority, but as it opens a door to the 
foolish, the wicked, and the improper, it hath in it the nature of oppres¬ 
sion. Men who look upon themselves bom to reign, and others to obey, 
soon grow insolent. Selected from the rest of mankind, their minds are 
early poisoned by importance; and the world they act in differs so mate¬ 
rially from the world at large, that they have but little opportunity of 
knowing its true interests, and when they succeed in the government 
are frequently the most ignorant and unfit of any throughout the do¬ 
minions. 

Another evil which attends hereditary succession is, that the throne 
is subject to be possessed by a minor at any age; all which time the 
regency acting under the cover of a king have every opportunity and 
inducement to betray their trust. The same national misfortune happens 
when a king worn out with age and infirmity enters the last stage of hu¬ 
man weakness. In both these cases the public becomes a prey to every 
miscreant who can tamper successfully with the follies either of age or 
infancy. 

The most plausible plea which hath ever been offered in favor of hered¬ 
itary succession is, that it preserves a nation from dvil wars; and were 
this true, it would be weighty; whereas it is the most bare-faced falsity 
ever imposed upon mankind. The whole history of England disowns the 
fact. Thirty kings and two minors have reigned in that distracted king- 
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dom since the conquest, in which time there has been (including the 
revolution) no less than eight civil wars and nineteen Rebellions. Where¬ 
fore instead of making for peace, it makes against it, and destroys the 
very foundation it seems to stand upon. 

The contest for monarchy and succession, between the houses of York 
and Lancaster, laid England in a scene of blood for many years. Twelve 
pitched battles besides skirmishes and sieges were fought between Henry 
and Edward. Twice was Henry prisoner to E)dward, who in his turn was 
prisoner to Henry. And so uncertain is the fate of war and the temper 
of a nation, when nothing but personal matters are the ground of a quar¬ 
rel, that Henry was taken in triumph from a prison to a palace, and Ed¬ 
ward obliged to fly from a palace to a foreign land; yet, as sudden transi¬ 
tions of temper are seldom lasting, Henry in his tmm was driven from 
the throne, and Edward re-called to succeed him. The parliament always 
following the strongest side. 

This contest began in the reign of Henry the Sixth, and was not entirely 
extinguished till Henry the Seventh, in whom the families were united. 
Including a period of 67 years, viz. from 1422 to 1489. 

In short, monarchy and succession have laid (not this or that king¬ 
dom only) but the world in blood and ashes. Tls a form of government 
which the word of God bears testimony against, and blood will attend it. 

If we enquire into the business of a Kmg, we shall find that in some 
countries they may have none; and aft^ sauntering away their lives 
without pleasure to themselves or advantage to the nation, withdraw 
from the scene, and leave their successors to tread the same idle round. 
In absolute monarchies the whole weight of business civil and military 
lies on the King; the children of Israel in their request for a king urged 
this plea, “that he may judge us, and go out before us and fi^t our bat¬ 
tles.” But in countries where he is neither a Judge nor a General, as in 
England, a man would be puzzled to know what is his business. 

The nearer any government approaches to a Republic, the less busi¬ 
ness there is for a King. It is somewhat difficult to find a proper name for 
the government of England. Sir WiUiam Meredith calls it a Republic; 
but in its present state it is unworthy of the name, because the corrupt 
influence of the Crown, by having all the places in its disp<^, hath so 
effectually swallowed up the power, and eaten out the virtue of the 
House of Commons (the Republican part in the constitution) that the 
government of England is nearly as monarchical zs that of France or 
Spain. Men fall out with names without understanding them. For ’tis the 
Republican and not the Monarchical part of the Constitution of England 
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which Englishmen glory in, viz. the hberty of choosing an House of 
Commons from out of their own body—and it is easy to see that when 
Republican virtues fail, slavery ensues. Why is the constitution of Eng¬ 
land sickly, but because monarchy hath poisoned the Republic; the 
Crown hath engrossed the Commons. 

In England a ELing hath little more to do than to make war and give 
away places; which, in plain terms, is to empoverish the nation and set it 
together by the ears. A pretty business indeed for a man to be allowed 
eight hundred thousand sterling a year for, and worshipped into the bar¬ 
gain! Of more worth is one honest man to society, and in the sight of 
God, than all the crowned ruffians that ever lived. 


THOUGHTS ON THE PRESENT STATE OF AMERICAN AFFAIRS 

In the following pages I offer nothing more than simple facts, plain argu¬ 
ments, and common sense: and have no other preliminaries to settle with 
the reader, than that he will divest himself of prejudice and prepossession, 
and suffer his reason and his feelings to determine for themselves: that 
he will put on, or rather that he will not put off, the true character of a 
man, and generously enlarge his views beyond the present day. 

Volumes have been written on the subject of the struggle between 
England and America. Men of all ranks have embarked in the con¬ 
troversy, from different motives, and with various designs; but all have 
been ineffectual, and the period of debate is closed. Arms as the last 
resource decide the contest; the appeal was the choice of the King, and 
the Continent has accepted the challenge. 

It hath been reported of the late Mr. Pelham (who tho’ an able minis¬ 
ter was not without his faults) that on his being attacked in the House 
of Commons on the score that his measures were only of a temporary 
kind, replied, ^they wUl last my time” Should a thought so fatal and 
unmanly possess the Colonies in the present contest, the name of an¬ 
cestors will be remembered by future generations with detestation. 

The Sun never shined on a cause of greater worth. Tis not the affair 
of a City, a County, a Province, or a Kingdom; but of a Continent—of at 
least one-eighth part of the habitable Globe. Tls not the concern of a day, 
a year, or an age; posterity are virtually involved in the contest, and will 
be more or less affected even to the end of time, by the proceedings now. 
Now is the seed-time of Continental union, faith and honour. The least 
fracture now will be like a name engraved with the point of a pin on the 
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tender rind of a young oak; the wound would enlarge with the tree, and 
posterity read in it fuD grown characters. 

By referring the matter from argument to arms, a new era for politics 
is struck—a new method of thinking hath arisen. All plans, proposals, 
&c. prior to the nineteenth of April, i. e. to the commencement of hostili¬ 
ties, are like the almanacks of the last year; which tho’ proper then, are 
superceded and useless now. Whatever was advanced by the advocates 
on either side of the question then, terminated in one and the same point, 
viz. a union with Great Britain; the only difference between the parties 
was the method of effecting it; the one proposing force, the other friend¬ 
ship; but it hath so far happened that the first hath failed, and the sec¬ 
ond hath withdrawn her influence. 

As much hath been said of the advantages of reconciliation, which, like 
an agreeable dream, hath passed away and left us as we were, it is but 
right that we should examine the contrary side of the argument, and 
enquire into some of the many material injuries which these Colonies 
sustain, and always will sustain, by being connected with and dependant 
on Great Britain. To examine that connection and dependance, on the 
principles of nature and common sense, to see what we have to trust to, 
if separated, and what we are to expect, if dependant. 

I have heard it asserted by some, that as America has flourished under 
her former connection with Great Britain, the same connection is neces¬ 
sary towards her future happiness, and wifl always have the same effect. 
Nothing can be more fallacious than this kind of argument. We may as 
well assert that because a child has thrived upon milk, that it is never to 
have meat, or that the first twenty years of our lives is to become a 
precedent for the next twenty. But even this is admitting more than is 
true; for I answer roundly that America would have flourished as much, 
and probably much more, had no European power taken any notice of 
her. The commerce by which she hath enriched herself are the necessanes 
of life, and will always have a market whfle eating is the custom of Eu¬ 
rope. * . 

But she protected us, say some. That she bath engrossed us is 

true, and defended the Continent at our expense as well as her own, is 
admitted; and she would have defended Turkey from the same motive, 
viz, for the sake of trade and dominion. 

Alas! we have been long led away by ancient prejudice and made 
large sacrifice to superstition. We have boasted the protection of Gret 
Britain, without consdering, that ha: motive was interest not aUack- 
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ment; and that she did not protect us from our enemies on our account; 
but from her enemies on her own account, from those who had no quarrel 
with us on any other account, and who will always be our enemies on the 
same account. Let Britain waive her pretensions to the Continent, or the 
Continent throw off the dependance, and we should be at peace with 
France and Spain, were they at war with Britain. The miseries of Han¬ 
over last war ought to warn us against connections. 

It hath lately been asserted in parliament, that the Colonies have no 
relation to each other but through the Parent Country, i. e. that Penn- 
sjdvania and the Jerseys and so on for the rest, are sister Colonies by the 
way of England; this is certainly a very roundabout way of proving 
relationship, but it is the nearest and only true way of proving enmity 
(or enemyship, if I may so call it.) France and Spain never were, nor 
perhaps ever will be, our enemies as Americans, but as our being the 
subjects of Great Britain. 

But Britain is the parent country, say some. Then the more shame 
upon her conduct. Even brutes do not devour their young, nor savages 
make war upon their families. Wherefore, the assertion, if true, turns to 
her reproach; but it happens not to be true, or only partly so, and the 
phrase parent or mother country hath been jesuitically adopted by the 
King and his i>arasites, with a low papistical design of gaining an unfair 
bias on the credulous weakness of our minds. Europe, and not England, 
is the parent country of America. This new World hath been the asylum 
for the persecuted lovers of civil and religious liberty from every part 
of Europe. Hither have they fled, not from the tender embraces of the 
mother, but from the cruelty of the monster; and it is so far true of 
England, that the same tyranny which drove the first emigrants from 
home, pursues their descendants still. 

In this extensive quarter of the globe, we forget the narrow limits of 
three hundred and sixty miles (the extent of England) and carry our 
friendship on a larger scale; we claim brotherhood with every European 
Christian, and triumph in the generosity of the sentiment. 

It is pleasant to observe by what regular gradations we surmoimt the 
force of local prejudices, as we enlarge our acquaintance with the World. 
A man born in any town in England divided into parishes, will nat¬ 
urally associate most with his fellow parishioners (because their inter¬ 
ests in many cases will be common) and distinguish him by the name of 
neighbour; if he meet him but a few miles from home, he drops the 
narrow idea of a street, and salutes him by the name of toivnsman; if he 
travel out of the county and meet him in any other, he forgets the minor 
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divisions of street and town, and calls him countryman, i. e. countyman; 
but if in their foreign excursions they should associate in France, or any 
other part of Europe, their local remembrance would be enlarged into 
that of Englishmen. And by a just parity of reasoning, all Europeans 
meeting in America, or any other quarter of the globe, are countrymen; 
for Elngland, Holland, Germany, or Sweden, when compared with the 
whole, stand in the same places on the larger scale, which the divisions 
of street, town, and coxmty do on the smaller ones; Distinctions too lim¬ 
ited for Continental minds. Not one third of the inhabitants, even of this 
province, [Pennsylvania], are of English descent Wherefore, I repro¬ 
bate the phrase of Parent or Mother Country applied to England only, 
as being false, selfish, narrow and ungenerous. 

But, admitting that we were all of English descent, what does it 
amount to? Nothing. Britain, being now an open enemy, extinguishes 
every other name and title: and to say that reconciliation is our duty, is 
truly farcical. The first king of England, of the present line (William 
the Conqueror) was a Frenchman, and half the peers of En^and are 
descendants from the same country; wherefore, by the same method of 
reasoning, England ought to be governed by France. 

Much hath been said of the united strength of Britain and the Colo¬ 
nies, that in conjunction they might bid defiance to the world. But this 
is mere presumption; the fate of war is uncertain, neither do the expres¬ 
sions mean anything; for this continent would never suffer itself to be 
drained of inhabitants, to support the British arms in either Asia, Africa, 
or Europe. 

Besides, what have we to do with setting the world at defiance? Our 
plan is commerce, and that, well attended to, will secure us the peace and 
friendship of all Europe; because it is the interest of all Europe to have 
America a free port. Her trade will always be a protection, and her bar¬ 
renness of gold and silver secure her from invaders. 

I challenge the warmest advocate for reconciliation to show a single 
advantage that this continent can reap by being connected with Great 
Britain. I repeat the challenge; not a single advantage is derived. Our 
com win fetch its price in any market in Europe, and our imported 
goods must be paid for buy them where we will. 

But the injuries and disadvantages which we sustain by that con¬ 
nection, are without number; and our duty to mankind at large, as well 
as to ourselves, instruct us to renounce the alliance: because, any sub¬ 
mission to, or dependance on. Great Britain, tends directly to involve this 
Continent in European wars and quarrels, and set us at variance with 
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nations who would otherwise seek our friendship, and against whom we 
have neither anger nor complaint. As Europe is our racket for trade, 
we ought to form no partial connection with any part of it It b t^ true 
interest of America to steo" clear of European contentions, which she 
never can do, whfle, by her dependance cm Britain, she b made the make- 
weight in the scale of British politics. 

Europe b too thickly planted with Kingdoms to be long at peace, and 
whenever a war breaks out between England and any f^eign power, the 
trade of America goes to ruin, because of her connection with Britain. 
The next war may not timi out like the last, and should it not, the advo¬ 
cates for reconciliation now will be wishing for separation then, because 
neutrality in that case would be a safer convoy than a man of war. 
Every thing that b right or reasonable pleads for separation. The blood 
of the slain, the weeping voice of nature cries, Tis nuz to past. Even 
the distance at which the Almighty hath placed England and America b 
a strong and natural proof that the authority of the one over the other, 
was never the design of Heaven. The Ume likewise at which the Con¬ 
tinent was discovered, adds weight to the argument, and the m^er in 
which it was peopled, encreases the force of it. The Reformation was 
preceded by the discovery of America: As if the Almighty graaously 
meant to open a sanctuary to the persecuted in future years, when home 
should afford neither friendship nor safety. 

The authority of Great Britain over thb continent, b a form of gov¬ 
ernment, which sooner or later must have an end: And a serious mind 
can draw no true pleasure by looking forward, under the painful and 
positive conviction that what he calb “the present constitution” is 
merely temporary. As parents, we can have no joy, knowing that thb 
government b not sufficiently lasting to ensure any thing which we may 
bequeath to posterity: And by a plain method of argument, as we are 
running the next generation into debt, we ought to do the work of it, 
otherwise we use them meanly and pitifully. In order to discover the 
line of our duty rightly, we should take our chDdren in our hand, and fix 
our station a few years farther into life; that eminence will present a 
prospect which a few present fears and prejudices conceal from our sight. 

Though I would carefully avoid giving unnecessary offence, yet I ^ 
inclined to believe, that all those who espouse the doctrine of reconcilia¬ 
tion, may be included within the following descriptions. 

Interested men, who are not to be trusted, weak men wbo cannot see, 
prejudiced men who will not see, and a certain set of moderate men who 
think better of the European world than it deserves; and thb last class. 
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by an fll-j'udged deliberation, will be the cause of more calamities to this 
Continent than all the other three. 

It is the good fortune of many to live distant from the scene of present 
sorrow; the evil is not sufficiently brought to their doors to make them 
feel the precariousness writh which all American prop>erty is possessed. 
But let our imaginations transport us a few moments to Boston; that seat 
of wretchedness will teach us wisdom, and instruct us for ever to renounce 
a power in whom we can have no trust. The inhabitants of that unfor¬ 
tunate dty who but a few months ago were in ease and affluence, have 
now no other alternative than to stay and starve, or turn out to beg. En¬ 
dangered by the fire of their friends if th^r continue within the city and 
plundered by the soldiery if they leave it, in their present situation they 
are prisoners without the hope of redemption, and in a general attack 
for their relief they would be exposed to the fury of both armies. 

Men of passive tempers look somewhat hghtly over the offences of 
Great Britain, and, still hoping for the best, are apt to call out. Come, 
come, we shall be friends again for all this. But examine the passions and 
feelings of mankind: bring the doctrine of reconciliation to the touch¬ 
stone of nature, and then tell me whether you can hereafter love, honour, 
and faithfully serve the power that hath carried fire and sword into your 
land? If you cannot do all these, then are you only deceiving yourselves, 
and by your delay bringing ruin upon posterity. Your future connection 
with Britain, whom you can neither love nor honour, will be forced and 
unnatural, and being formed only on the plan of present convenience, will 
in a little time fall into a relapse more wretched than the first. But if you 
say, you can still pass the violations over, then I ask, hath your house 
been burnt? Hath your property been destroyed before your face? Are 
your wife and children destitute of a bed to lie on, or bread to live on? 
Have you lost a parent or a child by their hands, and yourself the ruined 
and wretched survivor? If you have not, then are you not a judge of those 
who have. But if you have, and can still shake hands with the murderers, 
then are you unworthy the name of husband, father, friend or lover, and 
whatever may be your rank or title in life, you have the heart of a coward, 
and the spirit of a sycophant. 

This is not inflaming or exaggerating matters, but trying them by 
those feelings and affections which nature justifies, and without which 
we should be incapable of discharging the sodal duties of life, or enjoy¬ 
ing the felicities of it. I mean not to exhibit horror for the purpose of 
provoking revenge, but to awaken us from fatal and unmanly slumbers, 
that we may pursue determinately some fixed object. ’Tis not in the 
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power of Britain or of Europe to conquer America, if she doth not con¬ 
quer herself by delay and timidity. The present winter is worth an age if 
rightly employed, but if lost or neglected the whole Continent will par¬ 
take of the misfortune; and there is no punishment which that man doth 
not deserve, be he who, or what, or where he will, that may be the means 
of sacrificing a season so precious and useful. 

Tis repugnant to reason, to the universal order of things, to all exam¬ 
ples from former ages, to suppose that this Continent can long remain 
subject to any external power. The most sanguine in Britain doth not 
think so. The utmost stretch of human wisdom cannot, at this time, com¬ 
pass a plan, short of separation, which can promise the continent even a 
year’s security. Reconciliation is now a fallacious dream. Nature hath 
deserted the connection, and art cannot supply her place. For, as Milton 
wisely expresses, “never can true reconcilement grow where wounds of 
deadly hate have pierced so deep.” 

Every quiet method for peace hath been ineffectual. Our prayers have 
been rejected with disdain; and hath tended to convince us that nothing 
flatters vanity or confirms obstinacy in Kings more than repeated peti¬ 
tioning—and nothing hath contributed more than that very measure to 
make the Kings of Europe absolute. Witness Denmark and Sweden. 
Wherefore, since nothing but blows will do, for God’s sake let us come to 
a final separation, and not leave the next generation to be cutting throats 
under the violated unmeaning names of parent and child. 

To say they will never attempt it again is idle and visionary; we 
thought so at the repeal of the stamp act, yet a year or two undeceived 
us; as well may we suppose that nations which have been once defeated 
will never renew the quarrel. 

As to government matters, ’tis not in the power of Britain to do this 
continent justice: the business of it will soon be too weighty and intricate 
to be managed with any tolerable degree of convenience, by a power so 
distant from us, and so very ignorant of us; for if they cannot conquer 
us, they cannot govern us. To be always running three or four thousand 
miles with a tale or petition, waiting for four or five months for an answer, 
which, when obtained, requires five or six more to explain it in, will in a 
few years be looked upon as folly and childishness. There was a time 
when it was proper, and there is a proper time for it to cease. 

Small islands not capable of protecting themselves are the proper ob¬ 
jects for government to take under their care; but there is something 
absurd, in supposing a Continent to be perpetually governed by an island. 

In no instance hath nature made the satellite larger than its primary 
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planet; and as England and America, with respect to each other, reverse 
the common order of nature, it is evident that they belong to different 
systems, England to Europe: America to itself, 

I am not induced by motives of pride, party, or resentment to espouse 
the doctrine of separation and independence; I am dearly, positively, 
and conscientiously persuaded that it is the true interest of this Con¬ 
tinent to be so; that every thing short of ikU is mere patchwork, that it 
can afford no lasting felicity,—that it is leaving the sword to our childreii, 
and shrinking back at a time when a little more, a htde further, would 
have rendered this Continent the glory of the earth. 

As Britain hath not manifested the least inclination towards a com¬ 
promise, we may be assured that no tenns be obtained worthy the 
acceptance of the Continent, or any ways equal to the expense of blood 
and treasure we have been already put to. 

The object contended for, ought always to bear some just proportion 
to the expense. The removal of North, or the whole detestable junto, 
is a matter unworthy the millions we have expended, A temporary stop¬ 
page of trade was an inconvenience, which would have sufiidently bal¬ 
anced the repeal of all the acts complained of, had such repeals been ob¬ 
tained; but if the whole Continent must take up arms, if every man must 
be a soldier, ^ti$ scarcely worth our while to fight against a contemptible 
ministry only. Dearly, dearly do we pay for the repeal of the acts, if that 
is ah we fight for; for, in a just estimation ’Lis as great a folly to pay a 
Bunker-hiU price for law as for land. As I have alwasrs considered the 
independancy of this Continent, as an event which sooner or later must 
arrive, so from the late rapid progress of the Continent to maturity, the 
event cannot be far off. Wherefore, on the breaking out of hostilities, it 
was not worth the while to have disputed a matter which time would have 
finally redressed, unless we meant to be in earnest: otherwise it is like 
wasting an estate on a suit at law, to regulate the tresspasses of a tenant 
whose lease is just expiring. No man was a wanner wisher for a recon¬ 
ciliation than myself, before the fatal nineteenth of April, 1775, but the 
moment the event of that day was made known, I rejected the hardened, 
suJIen-tempered Pharaoh of England for ever; and disdain the wretch, 
that with the pretended title of Father of his people can unfeelingly 
hear of their slaughter, and composedly sleep with their blood upon his 
soul. 

But admitting that matters were now made up, what would be the 
event? I answer, the ruin of the Continent And that for several reasons. 
FirsL The powers of governing still remaining in the hands of the King, 
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such a second hand government, considering what has happened. Men 
not change from enemies to friends by the alteraUon of a name: And 
order to show that reconciliation now is a dangerous doctrine, I affirm, 
that it would be policy in the King at this time to repeal the acts, for the 
sake of reinstating Mmself in the government of the provinces; In order 
that HE MAY ACCOMPLISH BY CRAFT AND SUBTLETY, IN THE LONG RUN, 
WHAT HE CANNOT DO BY FORCE AND VIOLENCE IN THE SHORT RUN. Recon¬ 
ciliation and ruin are nearly related. 

Secondly. That as even the best terms which we can expect to obtain 
can amount to no more than a temporary expedient, or a kind of govern¬ 
ment by guardianship, which can last no longer than till the Colonies 
come of age, so the general face and state of things in the interim will be 
unsettled and unpromising. Emigrants of property will not choose to 
come to a country whose form of government han gg but by a thread, and 
who is every day tottering on the brink of commotion and disturbance; 
and numbers of the present inhabitants would lay hold of the interval to 
dispose of their effects, and quit the Continent. 

But the roost powerful of all arguments is, that nothing but independ¬ 
ence, i. e. a Continental form of government, can keep the peace of the 
Continent and preserve it inviolate from dvil wars. I dread the event of a 
reconciliation with Britain now, as it is more than probable that it will 
be followed by a revolt some where or other, the consequences of which 
may be far nwre fatal than all the malice of Britain. 

Thousands are already ruined by British barbarity; (thousands more 
will pM-obably suffer the same fate.) Those men have other feelings than 
us who have nothing suffered. All they now possess is liberty; what they 
before enjoyed is sacrificed to its service, and having nothing more to 
lose they disdain submission. Besides, the general temper of the Colonies, 
towards a British government will be like that of a youth who is nearly 
out of his time; they will care very little about her: And a government 
which cannot preserve the peace is no government at all, and in that case 
we pay our money for nothing; and pray what is it that Britain can do, 
whose power will be wholly on paper, should a dvil tumult break out the 
very day after reconcfliation? I have heard men say, many of whom I 
believe spoke without thinking, that they dreaded an indepcndance, fear¬ 
ing that it would produce dvil wars: It is but seldom that our first 
thoughts are truly correct, and that is the case here; for there is ten 
times more to dread from a patched up connection than from independ- 
ance. I make the sufferer's case my own, and I protest, that were I driven 
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a majority. He that will promote discord, under a government so 
equally formed as this, would have joined Ludfer in his revolt 
But as there is a peculiar delicacy from whom, or in what manner, this 
business must first arise, and as it seems most agreeable and consistent 
that it should come from some intermediate body between the governed 
and the governors, that is, between the Congress and the People, let a 
Continental Conference be held in the following manner, and for the 
following purpose, 

A Committee of twenty-six members of congress, viz. Two for each 
Colony. Two Members from each House of Assembly, or Provincial 
Convention; and five Representatives of the people at large, to be chosen 
in the capital dty or town of each Province, for, in behalf of the 
whole Province, by as many qualified voters as shaD think proper to 
attend from all parts of the Province for that purpose; or, if more con¬ 
venient, the Representatives may be chosen in two or three of the most 
populous parts thereof. In this conference, thus assembled, will be united 
the two grand prindples of business, knowledge and power. The Mem¬ 
bers of Congress, Assemblies, or Conventions, by having had experience 
in national concerns, will be able and useful counsellors, and the whole, 
being impowered by the people, will have a truly legal authority. 

The conferring members being met, let their business be to frame a 
Continental Charter, or Charter of the United Colonies; (answering 
what is called the Magna Charta of England) fixing the number and 
manner of choosing Members of Congress, Members of Assembly, with 
their date of sitting; and drawing the line of business and jurisdiction 
between them: Always remembering, that our strength is Continental, 
not provincial. Securing freedom and property to all men, and above all 
things, the free exercise of rehgion, according to the dictates of con¬ 
science; with such other matter as it is necessary for a charter to con¬ 
tain. Immediately after which, the said conference to dissolve, and the 
bodies which shall be chosen conformable to the said charter, to be the 
Legislators and Governors of this Continent for the time being: WTiose 
peace and happiness, may God preserve. Amen. 

Should any body of men be hereafter delated for this or some similar 
purpose, I offer them the following extracts from that wise observer on 
Governments, Dragonetti. “The science,” says he, “of the Politician con¬ 
sists in fixing the true point of happiness and freedom. Those men would 
deserve the gratitude of ages, who should discover a nKxie of government 
that contained the greatest sum of individual happiness, with the least 
national expense.” (Dragonetti on “Virtues and Reward.”) 
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But where, say some, is the King of America? Ill tell you, friend, be 
reigns above, and doth not make havoc of mankind like the Royal Brute 
of Great Britain. Yet that we may not appear to be defective even in 
earthly honours, let a day be solemnly set apart for proclaiming the 
Charter; let it be brought forth placed on the Divine Law, the Word of 
God; let a crown be placed thereon, by which the world may know, that 
so far as we approve of monarchy, that in America the law is king. For 
as in absolute governments the King is law, so in free countries the law 
ought to be king; and there ought to be no other. But lest any ill use 
should afterwards arise, let the Crown at the conclusion of the ceremony 
be demolished, and scattered among the people whose right it is. 

A government of our own is our natural right: and when a man seri¬ 
ously reflects on the precariousness of human affairs, he mU become 
convinced, that it is infinitely wiser and safer, to form a constitution of 
our own in a cool deliberate manner, while we have it in our power, than 
to trust such an interesting event to time and chance. If we omit it now, 
some Massanello may hereafter arise, who, laying hold of popular dis¬ 
quietudes, may collect together the desperate and the discontented, and 
by assuming to themselves the powers of government, finally sweep away 
the liberties of the Continent like a deluge. Should the government of 
America return again into the hands of Britain, the tottering situation of 
things will be a temptation for some desperate adventurer to try his for¬ 
tune; and in such a case, what relief can Britain give? Ere she could hear 
the news, the fatal business might be done; and ourselves suffering like 
the wretched Britons under the oppression of the Conqueror. Ye that 
oppose independance now, ye know not what ye do: ye are opening a door 
to eternal tyranny, by keeping vacant the seat of government. There 
are thousands and tens of thousands, who would think it glorious to 
expel from the Continent, that barbarous and hellish power, which hath 
stirred up the Indians and the Negroes to destroy us; the cruelty hath 
a double guilt, it is dealing brutally by us, and treacherously by them. 

To talk of friendship with those in whom our reason forbids us to 
have faith, and our affections wounded thro’ a thousand pores instruct 
us to detest, is madness and folly. Every day wears out the little remains 
of kindred between us and them; and can there be any reason to hope, 
that as the relationship expires, the affection will encrease, or that we 
shall agree better when we have ten times more and greater concerns to 
quarrel over than ever? 

Ye that teU us of harmony and reconciliation, can ye restore to us the 
time that is past? Can ye give to prostitution its former innocence? 
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neilier caa ye rftnncne Flrftaio and America. The last cord now is 
broken, Uie pcuplu of England are presenting a Jilrcsas against Hi Ttcri! 
are injuries which nature rannot forgive; she would cease to be nature 
If she did. As wdl ran the lover forgave the raviiilier of his luistress, as 
the Conunent forgm: the murders of Britain. The ^Mmighty hath im¬ 
planted in us tliesc uncatinguLshahiie feeUn^ for good and wise pur¬ 
poses, They arc the CuBidiaim of his Inmge in our hcnila, I'hey dMin- 
giiUh tis from ihe herd of common animais. The sodaJ fnmpyf would 
dissolve, and justice be eiUrpalcii from the earth, or have only a casnaJ 
caistence were we calbtis to the toudics of affection. The robber and the 
murderer wouki often escape uijpunished, did not the injuries which our 
tempera sustain, provoke us into justice. 

0! jie that iove marltindl Ye that dare oppose not only the lyreimy 
but the tyrant, stand forth! livery spot of the old worid is ovcrnui with 
oppression. Freedom hath been hunted round the Clnbe. Asia and Africa 
have long expelled her. Europe regards her like a stranger, and England 
iMth given her warning to depart. 01 receive liic fugfiivK, and prepare in 
time an asylum for mankind. 

OP TEE p»Kgs:iiT AFTLrTY OP AUEBICA: wrm: som 
in5CI!Ll,SNZiOUS nneUECTIOKB 

I CAVl never met with a mar, either [n England or Amerfca, who hath 
not confessed bis opinion, that a s^ratioii beLween the countries would 
take place one time or other: And there is no lusLance in which we have 
shown Jess judgment, than fr endeavoring to dacribe, what we caB, the 
ripeness or fitness of the cantinent for indepcadcace. 

As aU meo allow the measure, and vary only in their opinion Of tic 
time, let us, in order to rEinnve mistakes, take a generai survey of things, 
and endeavor if possible to find out the Very tunc. Bai I need nor go far, 
the inquiry ceases at once, for the Ime ftath ftnind wi. The general con- 
ciurence, the gforioia ludon of oil thiogH, proves the facL 

Tis not in numbers but in unity that our great strength lies: jwl our 
present numbers are siri&ienl to tiie force of all the world. Tlw 
Conliftent hath at this time the largnit body of armed and disdplinet! 
mei of any power under Heavea: and is jnst arrived at that pitch of 
strength, in which no single colony is ahle to .support Itsdf, and the 
whole, when united, is able to do any thing. Our land fores Is more than 
suffkieni, and as to Naval affairs, we aannt be in-senshle that Britnin 
would never suffer an AmericaD man of wsr to be built, while the Gm- 
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tinent remained in her hands. Wherefore, we should be no forwarder an 
hundred years hence in that branch than we are now; but the truth is, 
we should be less so, because the timber of the Country is every day 
diminishing, and that which will remain at last, wfll be far off or difficult 
to procure. 

Were the Continent crowded with inhabitants, her sufferings under the 
present circumstances would be intolerable. The more seaport-towns we 
had, the more should we have both to defend and to lose. Our present 
numbers are so happily proportioned to our wants, that no man need be 
idle. The diminution of trade affords an army, and the necessities of an 
army create a new trade. 

Debts we have none: and whatever we may contract on this account 
will serve as a glorious memento of our virtue. Can we but leave posterity 
with a settled form of government, an independent constitution of its 
own, the purchase at any price will be cheap. But to expend millions for 
the sake of getting a few vfle acts repealed, and routing the present minis¬ 
try only, is unworthy the charge, and is using posterity with the utmost 
cruelty; because it is leaving them the great work to do, and a debt upon 
their backs from which they derive no advantage. Such a thought’s un¬ 
worthy a man of honour, and is the true characteristic of a narrow heart 
and a piddling politician. 

The debt we may contract doth not deserve our regard if the work be 
but accomplished. No nation ought to be without a debt. A national debt 
is a national bond; and when it bears no interest, is in no case a grievance. 
Britain is oppressed with a debt of upwards of one hundred and forty 
millions sterling, for which she pa 3 rs upwards of four millions interest. 
And as a compensation for her debt, she has a large navy; America is 
without a debt, and without a navy; yet for the twentieth part of the 
English national debt, could have a navy as large again. The navy of 
England is not worth at this time more than three millions and a half 
sterling. 

The first and second editions of this pamphlet were published without 
the following calculations, which are now given as a proof that the above 
estimation of the navy is a just one. See Entic’s “Naval History,” Intro., 
p. 56. 

The chuge of building a ship of each rate, and furnishing her with 
masts, yards, sails, and rigging, together with a proportion of eight 
months boatswain’s and carpenter’s sea-stores, as calculated by Mr. 
Burchett, Secretary to the navy. 
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For a ship of 100 guns, . 35,553 £ 

90 “ . 29,886 

SO “ . 23,638 

70 “ 17,785 

60 “ . 14,197 

50 “ 10,606 

40 “ 7,558 

30 “ 5,846 

20 “ 3,710 


And hence it is easy to sum up the value, or cost, rather, of the whole 
British navy, which, in the year 1757, when it was at its greatest glory, 
consisted of the following ships and guns. 


Skips 

6. 

12. 

Guns 

Cost of One 

. 29,886 . 

Cost of All 

12. 




43. 




35. . 




40.. 




45. 




58. 




85 sloops, bombs, and hreships, one 


with another at. 





Cost, . 



Remains for guns,.. 



Total, . 3,500,000 £ 


No country on the globe is so happily situated, or so internally capable 
of raising a fleet as America. Tar, timber, iron, and cordage are her nat¬ 
ural produce. We need go abroad for nothing. Whereas the Dutch, who 
make large profits by hiring out their ships of war to the Spaniards and 
Portuguese, are obliged to import most of the materials they use. We 
ought to view the building a fleet as an article of commerce, it being the 
natural manufactory of this country. Tis the best money we can lay out. 
A navy when finished is worth more than it cost: And is that nice point 
in national policy, in which commerce and protection are united. Let us 
build; if we want them not, we can sell; and by thAt means replace our 
paper currency with ready gold and silver. 

In point of manning a fleet, people in general run into great errors; it is 
iK)t necessary that one-fourth part should be sailors. The Terrible priva- 
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teer, captain Death, stood the hottest engagement of any ship last war, 
yet had not twenty sailors on board, though her complement of men was 
upwards of two hundred. A few able and social sailors will soon instruct 
a sufiBcient number of active landsmen in the common work of a ship. 
Wherefore we never can be more capable of beginning on maritime 
matters than now, whDe our timber is standing, our fisheries blocked up, 
and our sailors and shipwrights out of employ. Mai of war, of seventy 
and eighty guns, were built forty years ago in New England, and why 
not the same now? Ship building is America’s greatest pride, and in which 
she will, in time, excel the whole world. The great empires of the east are 
mainly inland, and consequently excluded from the possibility of rivalling 
her. Africa is in a state of barbarism; and no power in Europe hath either 
such an extent of coast, or such an internal supply of materials. Where 
nature hath given the one, she hath withheld the other; to America only 
hath she been liberal to both. The vast empire of Russia is almost shut 
out from the sea; wherefore her boundless forests, her tar, iron and cord¬ 
age are only articles of commerce. 

In point of safety, ought we to be without a fleet? We are not the little 
people now ^ch we were sixty years ago; at that time we might have 
trusted our property in the streets, or fields rather, and slept securely 
without locks or bolts to our doors and windows. The case is now altered, 
and our methods of defence ou^t to improve with our increase of prop¬ 
erty. A common pirate, twelve months ago, might have come up the Dela¬ 
ware, and laid the dty of Philaddphia under contribution for what sum 
he pleased; and the same might have happened to other places. Nay, any 
daring fellow, in a brig of fourteen or sixteen guns, might have robbed 
the whole Continent, and carried off half a million of money. These are 
circumstances which demand our attention, and point out the necessity of 
naval protection. 

Some perhaps will say, that after we have made it op with Britain, she 
will protect us. Can they be so unwise as to mean that she will keep a navy 
in our harbors for that purpose? Common sense will tell us that the power 
which hath endeavoured to subdue us, is of all others the most improper 
to defend us. Conquest may be effected under the pretence of friendship; 
and ourselves, after a long and brave resistance, be at last cheated into 
slavery. And if her ships are not to be admitted into our harboius, I would 
ask, bow is she going to protect us? A navy three or four thousand miles 
off can be of little use, and on sudden emergencies, none at all. Where¬ 
fore if we must hereafter protect ourselves, why not do it for ourselves? 
Why do it for another? 
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The English list of ships of war is long and formidable, but not a tenth 
part of them are at any time fit for service, numbers of them are not in 
being; yet their names are pompously continued in the Ust; if only a 
plank be left of the ship; and not a fifth part of such as are fit for service 
can spared on any one station at one time. The East and West Indies, 
M^terranean, Africa, and other parts, over which Britain extends her 
daim, make large demands upon her navy. From a mixture of prejudice 
and inattention we have contracted a false notion re^>ecting the navy of 
England, and have talked as if we should have the whole of it to en¬ 
counter at once, and for that reason supposed that we must have one as 
large; which not being instantly practicable, has been made use of by a 
set of disguised Tories to discourage our beginning thereon. Nothing can 
be further from truth than this; for if America had only a twentieth part 
of the naval force of Britain, she would be by far an over-match for her; 
because, as we neither have, nor claim any foreign dominion, our whole 
force would be employed on our own coast, where we should, in the long 
run, have two to one the advantage of those who had three or four thou¬ 
sand miles to sail over before they could attack us, and the same distance 
to return in order to refit and recnrit. And although Britain, by her fleet, 
hath a check over our trade to Europe, we have as large a one over her 
trade to the West Indies, which, by laying in the neighborhood of the 
Continent, Ues entirely at its mercy. 

Some method might be fallen on to keep up a naval force in time of 
p^e, if we should judge it necessary to support a constant navy. If pre¬ 
miums were to be given to merchants to build and employ in their service 
shi^ mounted with twenty, thirty, forty, or fifty guns (the premiums to 
be in proportion to the loss of bulk to the merchant), fifty or sixty of 
those ships, with a few guardships on constant duty, would keep up a suf¬ 
ficient navy, and that without burdening ourselves with the evil so loudly 
complained of in England, of suffering their fleet in time of peace to lie 
rotting in the docks. To unite the sinews of commerce and defence is 
sound policy; for when our strength and our riches play into other^s 
hand, we need fear no external enemy. 

In almost every article of defence we abound. Hemp flourishes even to 
rankness, so that we need not want cordage. Our iron is superior to that of 
other countries. Our small arms equal to any in the world. Cannon we 
cast at pleasure. Saltpetre and gunpowder we are every day produc¬ 
ing. Our knowledge is hourly improving. Resolution is our inherent char¬ 
acter, and courage hath never yet forsaken us. Wherefore, what is it that 
we want? Why is it that we hesitate? From Britain we can expect nothing 
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but nriiL If she is once admitted to the government of America again, this 
Continent will not be worth living in. Jealousies wfll be always arising; 
insurrections wiD be constantly happening; and who will go forth to quell 
them? Who will venture his life to reduce his own countrymen to a for¬ 
eign obedience? The difference between Pennsylvania and Connecticut, 
respecting some unlocated lands, shows the insignificance of a Briti^ 
government, and fully proves that nothing but Continental authority 
can regulate Continental matters. 

Another reason why the present time is preferable to all others is, that 
the fewer our numbers are, the more land there is yet unoccupied, which, 
instead of being lavished by the king on his worthless dependents, may 
be hereafter applied, not only to the discharge of the present debt, but to 
the constant support of government. No nation under Heaven hath such 
an advantage as this. 

The infant state of the Colonies, as it is called, so far from being 
against, is an argument in favour of independence. We are sufficiently 
numerous, and were we more so we might be less united. Tis a matter 
worthy of observation that the more a country is peopled, the smaller 
their armies are. In military numbers, the ancients far exceeded the mod¬ 
ems; and the reason is evident, for trade being the consequence of popu¬ 
lation, men became too much absorbed thereby to attend to anything 
else. Commerce diminishes the spirit both of patriotism and military de¬ 
fence. And history sufficiently informs us that the bravest achievements 
were always accomplished in the non-age of a nation. With the increase 
of commerce England hath lost its spirit. The dty of London, notwith¬ 
standing its numbers, submits to continued insults with the patience of 
a coward. The more men have to lose, the less willing are they to venture. 
The rich are in general slaves to fear, and submit to courtly power writh 
the trembling duplicity of a spaniel. 

Youth is the seed-time of good habits as well in nations as in individ¬ 
uals. It might be difficult, if not impossible, to form the Continent into 
one government half a century hence. The vast variety of interests, occa¬ 
sioned by an increase of trade and population, would create confusion. 
Colony would be against colony. Each being able would scorn each other’s 
assistance; and while the proud and foolish gloried in their little distinc¬ 
tions the wise would lament that the union had not been formed before. 
Wherefore the present time is the true time for establishing it. The inti¬ 
macy which is contracted in infancy, and the friendship which is formed 
in misfcxtune, are of all others the most lasting and unalterable. Our pies- 
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ent union is marked with both these characters; we are young, and we 
have been distressed; but our concord hath withstood our troubles, and 
fixes a memorable era for posterity to glory in. 

The present time, likewise, is that peculiar time which never happens 
to a nation but once, viz., the time of forming itself into a government. 
Most nations have let slip the opportunity, and by that means have been 
compelled to receive laws from their conquerors, instead of making laws 
for themselves. First, they had a king, and then a form of government; 
whereas the articles or charter of government should be formed first, and 
men delegated to execute them afterwards; but from the errors of other 
nations let us learn wisdom, and lay hold of the present opportunity— 
to begin government at the right end. 

When William the Conqueror subdued England, he gave them law at 
the p>oint of the sword; and, until we consent that the seat of government 
in America be legally and authoritatively occupied, we shall be in danger 
of having it filled by some fortunate ruffian, who may treat us in the same 
manner, and then, where will be our freedom? where our property? 

As to religion, I hold it to be the indispensable duty of government to 
protect all conscientious professors thereof, and I know of no other busi¬ 
ness which government hath to do therewith. Let a man throw aside that 
narrowness of soul, that selfishness of principle, which the niggards of all 
professions are so unwilling to part with, and he will be at once delivered 
of his fears on that head. Suspicion is the companion of mean souls, and 
the bane of all good society. For myself, I fully and conscientiously be¬ 
lieve that it is the will of the Almighty that there should be a diversity of 
reh’gious opinions among us. It affords a larger field for our Christian 
kindness; were we all of one way of thinking, our religious dispositions 
would want matter for probation; and on this liberal principle I look on 
the various denominations among us to be like children of the same fam¬ 
ily, differing only in what is called their Christian names. 

In page [97] I threw out a few thoughts on the propriety of a Con¬ 
tinental Charter (for I only presume to offer hints, not plans) and in this 
place I take the liberty of re-mentioning the subject, by observing that 
a charter is to be understood as a bond of solemn obhgation, which the 
whole enters into, to support the right of every separate part, whether of 
religion, professional freedom, or property. A firm bargain and a right 
reckoning make long friends. 

I have heretofore likewise mentioned the necessity of a large and equal 
representation; and there is no political matter which more deserves our 
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attention. A small number of electors, or a small number of representa¬ 
tives, are equally dangerous. But if the number of the representatives be 
not only small, but unequal, the danger is increased. As an instance of 
this, I mention the following; when the petition of the associators was 
before the House of Assembly of Pennsylvania, twenty-eight members 
only were present; all the Bucks county members, being eig^, voted 
against it, and had seven of the Chester members done the same, this 
idiole province had been governed by two coimties only; and rhis danger 
it is always exposed to. The unwarrantable stretch likewise, which that 
house made in their last sitting, to gain an undue authority over the dele¬ 
gates of that province, ought to warn the people at large how they trust 
power out of their own hands. A set of instructions for their delegates 
were put together, which in point of sense and business would have dis¬ 
honoured a school-boy, and after being approved by a few, a very few, 
without doors, were carried into the house, and there passed in behalf of 
the whole colony; whereas, did the whole colony know with what ill will 
that house had entered on some necessary public measures, they would 
not hesitate a moment to think them unworthy of such a trust. 

Immediate necessity makes many things convenient, which if con¬ 
tinued would grow into oppressions. Expedience and right are different 
things. When the calamities of America required a consulUtion, there 
was no method so ready, or at that time so proper, as to appoint persons 
from the several houses of assembly for that purpose; and the wisdom 
with which they have proceeded hath preserved this Continent from ruin. 
But as it is more than probable that we shall never be without a Con¬ 
gress, every well wisher to good order must own that the mode for choos¬ 
ing members of that body deserves consideration. And I put it as a ques¬ 
tion to those who make a study of mankind, whether representation and 
election is not too great a power for one and the same body of men to pos¬ 
sess? When we are planning for posterity, we ought to remember that 
virtue is not hereditary. 

It is from our enemies that we often gain excellent maTim<i, and are 
frequently surprised into reason by their mistakes. Mr. Cornwall (one 
of the Lords of the Treasury) treated the petition of the New York As¬ 
sembly with contempt, because that bouse, he said, consisted but of 
twenty-six members, which triding number, he argued, could not with 
decency be put for the whole. We thank him for his involuntary honesty. 

To CONCLUDE, however strange it may appear to some, or however 
unwiUing they may be to think so, matters not, but many strong and 
striking reasons may be given to show that nothing can settle our affairs 
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so expeditiously as an open and determined declaration for independence. 
Some of which are, 

—It is the custom of Nations, when any two are at war, for some 
other powers, not engaged in the quarrel, to step in as mediators, and 
bring about the preliminaries of a peace; But while America calls herself 
the subject of Great Britain, no power, however well disposed she may be, 
can offer her mediation. Wherefore, in our present state we may quarrel 
on for ever. 

Secondly —It is unreasonable to suppose that France or Spain will give 
us any kind of assistance, if we mean only to make use of that assistance 
for the purpose of repairing the breach, and strengthening the connection 
between Britain and America; because, those powers would be sufferers 
by the consequences. 

Thirdly —^While we profess ourselves the subjects of Britain, we must, 
in the eyes of foreign nations, be considered as Rebels. The precedent is 
somewhat dangerous to their peace, for men to be in arms under the name 
of subjects; we, on the spot, can solve the paradox; but to unite resist¬ 
ance and subjection requires an idea much too refined for common under¬ 
standing. 

Fourthly —^Were a manifesto to be published, and despatched to for¬ 
eign Courts, setting forth the miseries we have endured, and the peaceful 
methods which we have ineffectually used for redress; declaring at the 
same time that not being able longer to live happily or safely under the 
cruel disposition of the British Court, we had been driven to the neces¬ 
sity of breaking off all connections with her; at the same time, assuring all 
such Courts of our peaceable disposition towards them, and of our desire 
of entering into trade with them; such a memorial would produce more 
good effects to this Continent than if a ship were freighted with {petitions 
to Britain. 

Under our present denomination of British subjects, we can neither be 
received nor heard abroad; the custom of all Courts is against us, and will 
be so, until by an independence we take rank with other nations. 

These proceedings may at first seem strange and difficult, but like all 
other steps which we have already passed over, will in a little time be¬ 
come familiar and agreeable; and until an indep^dence is declared, the 
Continent will feel itself like a man who continues putting off some un¬ 
pleasant business from day to day, yet knows it must be done, hates to set 
about it, wishes it over, and is continually haunted with the thoughts of 
its necessity. 
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There is no way now, so many years later, to determine accu¬ 
rately the number of copies of Common Sense that were printed, 
sold, and read. Estimates range from 175,000 to 350,000, and it is 
not unlikely that the real total was close to or over 300,000. That 
would be ten percent of the entire population of America, or, trans¬ 
lated into terms of a book published today, a sale of thirteen mil¬ 
lion copies. That would mean, proportionately, that Common Sense 
was the most extraordinary best seller in American history. 

In those days there were no copyright laws. The first shipments 
of books Bell printed were immediately pirated, and printers all 
over the country set their own editions. Bell himself lost count of 
the number of copies he turned out on his creaking press, but tlie 
total was well over a hundred thousand. Editions were gotten out 
in Boston, Baltimore, Charleston; in Vermont, Connecticut, in 
Virginia and the Carolinas during the next ten months. Its influ¬ 
ence was tremendous. More than any other single factor of the 
time, it united the colonies and swung the balance toward Inde¬ 
pendence. 

In what did its appeal lie? Primarily, as I pointed out before, it 
was a call to action, and much of America’s population thought in 
the realistic terms of action. Paine’s headlong and melodramatic at¬ 
tack on monarchy found instant acceptance from a people whose 
every instinct was to fear and hate a hereditary aristocracy. 

His arguments were couched in homely terms. In a time when 
colloquial writing was almost unknown, he found a language to 
which the average American was immediately responsive; not the 
speech of the man in the street but the vivid, fiery roar of the early 
Methodist and Baptist preachers. In literary terms it was as great a 
departure as the colloquial would have been, and it has since earned 
Paine the scorn of generations of critics. But Paine knew his prob¬ 
lem, and he approached it soundly. He had an ear for sp)eech, and 
aU the many hours he had spjent in England listening to the denun¬ 
ciations of Methodist preachers bore fruit. Note how carefully 
and cleverly he quotes scripture, mostly from the Old Testament, 
so dear to the Congregationalists and the Methodists. Note the 
rhythm of his arguments, the balanced repetition, so like the fierce 
and beautiful old Hebrew poetry. 
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Paine was amazingly sensitive to the Yankee; something in him 
gave him kinship and understanding; the American, boastful, emo¬ 
tional, proud, defiant, yet so amazingly sentimental, was a creature 
Paine knew from head to heels;—afterwards he suffered from the 
fact that he did not understand the French or the English half so 
well. Paine understood the Yankee’s pride in his own common 
sense; that gave him his title and greatest selling point. ‘‘All was 
obvious,” he wheedled; and he put things down in dollars and 
cents. On the surface, he was writing a practical book for practical 
people; actually he wrote a flaming call to arms, based on the 
eighteenth century philosophy of natural rights, and we may thank 
God that the people who read it were not exclusively practical. 

Today, there seems to be nothing amazingly revolutionary in 
Common Sense; but when you read Paine, try to read him with the 
viewpoint of his day. Remember that he called for action in specific 
and not in abstract terms; he invited men to fight for freedom, 
whereas others invited men to think of it. 





TWO 


The Qrisis Tapers 


T here is no doubt that Paine was utterly dumfounded at the 
success of Common Sense. Catapulted ovemi^t from his 
place as an anonymous Englishman to a position as fore¬ 
most protagonist of the rebel cause, he was faced with a curious 
problem: should he go ahead with this strange, unprecedented 
trade of propagandist against tyranny? And if so, how should he 
go about it, and what was his position in this country hurtling 
toward war? The circumstances made the choice for him; the suc¬ 
cess of his pamphlet threw him into the forefront of the struggle, 
and only by the most craven resistance to his own belief in change 
could he have withdrawn. He did not withdraw, but at the same 
time, he did not become an American and identify himself com¬ 
pletely with the cause of the patriots. He remained an Englishman, 
and in doing so broadened the whole base of the struggle and at 
least gropingly found a means whereby nationalism, in its true 
sense, could become a beginning for international peace and co¬ 
operation. 

It is not my purpose here to go into the many adventures and 
experiences of Thomas Paine during the American Revolution. 
That tale is better told elsewhere; here we are concerned with the 
series of unique manifestoes which followed Common Sense, and 
which are known to history 2 ls The Crisis Papers ox The American 
Crisis. These exhortations, some of them so magnificently potent 
that even today they take our breath away, have no precise dupli¬ 
cation in history. Modem political leaders have written brilliant 
interpretations of changing situations; Winston Churchill has 
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^ken, time and again, words tJbat rallied his whole country be¬ 
hind him; so has Franklin Roosevelt, so has Joseph Stalin. But, 
none of these is a counterpart to The Crisis Papers. Paine was not 
a pK)litical leader; he was not an enlisted soldier; he was an inter¬ 
national volunteer who, at times of the deepest despair, spoke up 
clearly, confidently, and through some magic of his own, rallied the 
nation behind him. And this self-appointed task, he performed 
again and again. 

Most dramatic, of course, partaking the quality of a legend, is 
the origin of the first Crisis. Paine had gone up into Jersey after the 
signing of the Declaration of Independence, a document which he 
considered the fruition of his plea, in Common Sense, for complete 
independence—and which, to a great extent, it was. He went with 
a group of Philadelphia volunteers, not as a soldier, but as a sort of 
civilian secretary to their commander. He needed a position of 
some kind, for he had refused all royalties from Common Sense. 

At Amboy, the volunteers fell to pieces, as did so many voltm- 
teer regiments in the early days of the war. The men deserted and 
went home; Paine made his way to Fort Lee, where Washington’s 
defeated army was taking a breathing spell. Paine stayed with that 
army on its heartbreaking retreat to the Delaware River. He lived 
with the men, nurched with them, spoke with them, pleaded with 
them. His anomalous position, neither a soldier nor an officer, gave 
him entree to both groups. 

If we accept the thesis, and there is much evidence for it, that 
out of a revolutionary situation will spring certain constant forms, 
then we may say that Paine became the political instructor to the 
ragged remnants of George Washington’s army. At that time, and 
remember, it was in 1776, the American Revolution had not yet 
formulated itself; not in military structure, not in a dynamic ide¬ 
ology for those who fought. An army of twenty thousand had with¬ 
ered away to a few hundred beaten and hopeless men, and this in a 
period of months. Defeats and desertions robbed the American 
cause of thousands, and December of 1776 seemed close to the end. 

And at that point, Paine wrote his first American Crisis. 

How he came to write it is, as I said, already beclouded with 
legend. We do know that he accompanied Washington’s army on 
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the retreat through Jersey, and we know that as the ranks thinned 
he became more and more of a focal point for whatever ideological 
strength could be gathered. And that strength became more and 
more important, as other revolutionists have discovered since. 
There is no doubt that, at a very low point, Washington asked the 
author of Common Sense whether he could not write something 
which would do, for this crucial situation, what his book had done 
for the cause of independence. Whether or not he wrote the Crisis 
on a drumhead, the cold and tattered Continentals gathered around 
him, is beside the point; time has given it that setting, just as time 
has robed so many American events with drama we love so much; 
and I, for one, would not disturb the legend. 

We do know that Washington read this essay—we know that he 
was tremendously moved and ordered it to be read aloud to the 
assembled brigades. We can picture the scene, the few war-weary 
and tattered volunteers who had stayed by the cause, the dispirited 
officers, the lonely commander in chief who had yet to win a battle, 
and the sergeants-at-arms reading aloud for the first time those im¬ 
mortal words: 

“These are the times that try men’s souls . . 

At that point, I believe, Paine had written only a part of what 
was later published in Philadelphia; only the ringing, impassioned 
beginning and end. Yet what he added came up to that, and alto¬ 
gether the document is a work of genius, for me the most unique 
and constant part of all Paine’s writing. It is for no period, no time, 
but for the cause of free men always—^and more t han a century and 
a half later, the transmitters of the OWI, at a time when there were 
no victories for us to tell, sent the Crists to all of Europe, where un¬ 
derground newspapers published once more the words with which 
Paine had rallied America in her darkest hour. 

Printed in Philadelphia, the Crisis had, if anything, more of a 
success than Common Sense. That is understandable; it was short 
Plough to be set in one block and printed with a single twist of the 
old up-and-down presses on a single sheet of paper. It was folded 
and sold as a pamphlet; it was posted everywhere as a bill. It was 
memorized by thousands, and the phrases “Summer soldier” and 
^^Sunshine patriot,” were on every tongue. It became the battleciy 
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of the day, and the splendid moral tale of the Tory at Amboy drew 
a complete and hearty response from the deeply religious American 
population. 

I think that the highest point in Paine’s political understanding 
was reached during the years he wrote his series of Crisis Papers, 
the years between 1776 and 1783. In these seven years, moulded by 
history, reacting to history, and—and this is most important—un¬ 
derstanding history, Paine produced a vital and lasting interpreta¬ 
tion of a revolutionary movement. Neither in England nor in 
France, years later, did he succeed; now he let himself freely be 
shaped as an instrument of American freedom; in England and 
France, he tried to impose that same pattern, and thereby be failed. 
But that in its place. 

With the Crisis, Paine began to complete his definition of the 
issues at stake in America. More than any other, he took these is¬ 
sues away from a locality and presented them, and the re^wnsi- 
bility for them, to all mankind. He called upon mankind to strike 
for freedom. He defined men objectively, just as we are forced to 
today. He became the sparkplug for the fierce and necessary hatred 
that was growing between patriots and Tories, completing the proc¬ 
ess he began in Common Sense. 

Reading the Crisis Papers you are presented with a curiously 
different slant on the American Revolution than what you might 
have had before. They take that struggle out of the histories and 
make it come alive. They give you only one small part of the pic¬ 
ture, however, for Paine never admitted bow bad things were; his 
propaganda was conscious, and he developed the method into an 
art. He told what it suited him to tell, and his telling was a weapon. 

As to the effect of the Crisis Papers, that is hard to measure ac¬ 
curately. We know that in many instances he rallied the country 
with astonishing effect; on the other hand, some of the later Crisis 
Papers had much less influence. It is more important to see the 
Revolution as a whole, not the work of one man or another, but the 
work of many, many men, all operating within a frame of forces, 
and directing those forces through the conscious application of their 
win, determination, and couragt. And of those men, Paine was by 
no means the least. 
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It should be noted that Paine saw a great deal of the war; he saw 
it from the battlefield and the encampment, and he saw it from the 
home front, there, I think, more clearly than anyone of his time. 


The Crisis 


NUMBER I 

These are the times that try men’s souls. The summer soldier and the 
sunshine pyatriot will in this crisis, shrink from the service of his country; 
but he that stands it now, deserves the love and thanks of man and 
woman. Tyranny, like heD, is not easily conquered; yet we have this con¬ 
solation with us, that the harder the conflict, the more glorious the tri¬ 
umph. What we obtain too cheap, we esteem too lightly; ’tis dearness 
only that gives everything its value. Heaven knows how to put a proper 
price upon its goods; and it would be strange indeed, if so celestial an 
article as freedom should not be hi^ily rated. Britain, with an army to 
aiforce her tyranny, has declared that she has a right (not only to tax) 
but “to BIND us m ALL CASES WHATSOEVER,” and if being bound in that 
manner, is not slavery, then is there not such a thing as slavery upon 
earth. Even the expression is impious, for so unlimited a power can be¬ 
long only to God. 

Whether the independence of the continent was declared too soon, or 
delayed too long, I will not now enter into as an argument; my own sim¬ 
ple opinion is, that had it been eight months earlier, it would have been 
much better. We did not make a proper use of last winter, neither could 
we, while we were in a dependent state. However, the fault, if it were one, 
was all our own; we have none to blame but ourselves. But no great deal 
is lost yet; all that Howe has been doing for this month past, is rather 
a ravage than a conquest, which the spirit of the Jerseys a year ago would 
have quickly repulsed, and which time and a little resolution will soon 
recover. 

I have as little superstition in me as any man living, but my secret 
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opinion has ev^r been, and still is, that God Almighty will not give up a 
people to military destruction, or leave them unsupportedly to perish, 
who have so earnestly and so repeatedly sought to avoid the calamities 
of war, by every decent method which wisdom could invent. Neither have 
I so much of the infidel in me, as to suppose that he has relinquished the 
government of the world, and given us up to the care of devils; and as 
I do not, I cannot see on what grounds the king of Britain can look up to 
heaven for help against us: a common murderer, a highwa 3 nnan, or a 
house-breaker, has as good a pretence as be. 

T'is surprising to see how rapidly a panic will sometimes run through 
a country. All nations and ages have beoi subject to them: Britain has 
trembled like an ague at the report of a French fleet of flat-bottomed 
boats; and in the fourteenth century the whole Elnglish army, after ravag¬ 
ing the kingdom of France, was driven back like men p>etrified with fear; 
and this brave exploit was performed by a few broken forces collected 
and headed by a woman, Joan of Arc. Would that heaven might inspire 
some Jersey maid to spirit up her countrymen, and save her fair fellow 
sufferers from ravage and ravishment! Yet panics, in some cases, have 
their uses; they produce as much good as hurt. Their duration is always 
short; the mind soon grows through them, and acquires a firmer habit 
than before. But their peculiar advantage is, that they are the touch¬ 
stones of sincerity and hypocrisy, and bring things and men to light, 
which might otherwise have lain forever undiscovered. In fact, they have 
the same effect on secret traitors which an imaginary apparition would 
have upon a private murderer. They sift out the hidden thou^ts of man, 
and hold them up in public to the world. Many a disguised tory has lately 
shown his head, that shall penitentially solemnize with curses the day 
on which Howe arrived upon the Delaware. 

As I was with the troops at Fort Lee, and marched with them to the 
edge of Penns>dvania, I am wdl acquainted with many circumstances, 
which those who live at a distance, know but little or nothing of. Our situ¬ 
ation there, was exceedingly cramped, the place being a narrow neck of 
land between the North River and the Hackensack. Our force was incon¬ 
siderable, being not one-fourth so great as Howe could bring against us. 
We had no army at hand to have relieved the garrison, had we shut our¬ 
selves up and stood on our defence. Our ammunition, light artfllery, and 
the best part of our stores, had been removed, on the apprehension that 
Howe would endeavor to penetrate the Jerse 3 rs, in which case Fort Lee 
could be of no use to us; for it must occur to every thinking man, whether 
in the army or not, that these kind of field forts are only k>r temporary 
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purposes, and last in use no longer than the enemy directs his force 
against the particular object, which such forts are raised to defend. Such 
was our situation and condition at fort Lee on the morning of the 20th of 
November, when an officer arrived with information that the enemy with 
200 boats had landed about seven miles above: Major General Green, 
who commanded the garrison, immediately ordered them under arms, 
and sent express to General Washington at the town of Hackensack, dis¬ 
tant by the way of the ferry, six miles. Our first object was to secure the 
bridge over the Hackensack, which laid up the river between the enemy 
and us, about six miles from us, and three from them. General Washing¬ 
ton arrived in about three quarters of an hour, and marched at the head 
of the troops towards the bridge, which place I expected we should have 
a brush for; however, they did not choose to dispute it with us, and the 
greatest part of our troops went over the bridge, the rest over the ferry 
except some which passed at a mill on a small creek, between the bridge 
and the ferry, and made their way through some marshy grounds up to 
the town of Hackensack, and there passed the river. We brought off as 
much baggage as the wagons could contain, the rest was lost. The simple 
object was to bring off the garrison, and march them on till they could 
be strengthened by the Jersey or Pennsylvania militia, so as to be enabled 
to make a stand. We stayed four days at Newark, collected our out-posts 
with some of the Jersey militia, and marched out twice to meet the enemy, 
on being informed that they were advancing, though our numbers were 
greatly inferior to theirs. Howe, in my little opinion, committed a great 
error in generalship in not throwing a body of forces off from Staten 
Island through Amboy, by which means he might have seized all our 
stores at Brunswick, and intercepted our march into Pennsylvania: but 
if we believe the power of hell to be limited, we must likewise believe that 
their agents are under some providential control. 

I shall not now attempt to give all the particulars of our retreat to the 
Delaware; suffice for the present to say, that both officers and men, 
though greatly harassed and fatigued, without rest, covering, or provision, 
the inevitable consequences of a long retreat, bore it with a manly and 
niartial spirit. All their wishes centred in one, which was, that the coun¬ 
try would turn out and help them to drive the enemy back. Voltaire has 
remarked that King William never apfieared to full advantage but in dif¬ 
ficulties and in action; the same remark may be made on General W’^ash- 
ington, for the character fits him. There is a natural firmness in some 
niinds which cannot be unlocked by trifles, but which, when unlocked, 
discovers a cabinet of fortitude; and I reckon it among those kind of pub- 
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Ik blessings, which we do not immediately see, that God hath blest him 
with uninterrupted health, and given him a mind that can even flourish 
upon care. 

I shall conclude this paper with some miscellaneous remarks on the 
state of our affairs; and shall begin with asking the following question: 
Why is it that the enemy have left the New-England provinces, and made 
these middle ones the seat of war? The answer is easy: New-England is 
not infested with tories, and we are. I have been tender in raising the cry 
against these men, and I used numberless arguments to show them their 
danger, but it will not do to sacrifice a world either to their folly or their 
baseness. The period is now arrived, in which either they or we must 
change our sentiments, or one or both must fall. And what is a tory? 
Good God I what is he? I should not be afraid to go with a hundred whigs 
against a thousand tories, were they to attempt to get into arms. Every 
tory is a coward; for servile, slavish, self-interested fear is the foundation 
of toryism; and a man under such influence, though he may be cruel, 
never can be brave. 

But, before the line of irrecoverable separation be drawn between us, 
let us reason the matter together: your conduct is an invitation to the 
enemy, yet not one in a thousand of you has heart enough to join him. 
Howe is as much deceived by you as the American cause is injured by 
you. He expects you will all take up arms, and flock to his standard, with 
muskets on your shoulders. Your opinions are of no use to him, unless you 
support him personally, for ’tis soldiers, and not tories that he wants. 

I once felt all that kind of anger, which a man ought to feel, against 
the mean principles that are held by Ihe tories: a noted one, who kept 
a tavern at Amboy, was standing at his door, with as pretty a child in his 
hand, about eight or nine years old, as I ever saw, and after speaking his 
mind as fredy as he thought was prudent, finished with this unfatherly 
expression, **WeUl give me peace in my day** Not a man lives on the 
continent but fully believes that a separation must some time or other 
finally take place, and a generous parent should have said, '7/ there must 
be trouble let it be in my day, that my child may have peace;** and this 
single reflection, well applied, is sufficient to awaken every man to duty. 
Not a place upon earth might be so happy as America. Her situation is 
remote from all the wrangling world, and she has nothing to do but to 
trade with them, A man can distinguish himself between temper and prin¬ 
ciple, and I am as confident, as I am that God governs the world, that 
America will never be happy till she gets clear of foreign dominion. Wars, 
without ceasing, will break out till that period arrives, and the continent 


THE CRISIS PAPERS 51 

must in the end be conqueror; for though the flame of liberty may some¬ 
times cease to shine, the coal can never expire. 

America did not, nor does not want force; but she wanted a proper 
application of that force. Wisdom is not the purchase of a day, and it is 
no wonder that we should err at the first setting off. From an excess of 
tenderness, we were unwilling to raise an army, and trusted our cause to 
the temporary defence of a well-meaning militia. A summer’s experience 
has now taught us better; yet vrith those troops, while they were col¬ 
lected, we were able to set bounds to the progress of the enemy, and, 
thank God I they are again assembling. I always consider mihtia as the 
best troops in the world for a sudden exertion, but they will not do for 
a long campaign. Howe, it is probable, will make an attempt on this city; 
should he fail on this side the Delaware, be is ruined: if he succeeds, our 
cause is not ruined. He stakes all on his side against a part on ours; ad¬ 
mitting he succeeds, the consequence will be, that armies from both ends 
of the continent will march to assist their suffering friends in the middle 
states; for he cannot go everywhere; it is impossible. I consider Howe 
the greatest enemy the tories have; he is bringing a war into their coun¬ 
try, which, had it not been for him and partly for themselves, they had 
been dear of. Should he now be expelled, I wish with all the devotion of 
a Christian, that the names of whig and tory may never more be men¬ 
tioned ; but should the tories give him encouragement to come, or assist¬ 
ance if he come, I as sincerely wish that our next year’s arms may exp>el 
them from the continent, and that congress appropriate their possessions 
to the relief of those who have suffered in well doing. A single successful 
battle next year will settle the whole. America could carry on a two years’ 
war by the confiscation of the property of disaffected persons; and be 
made happy by their expulsion. Say not that this is revenge, call it rather 
the soft resentment of a suffering people, who, having no object in view 
but the good of all, have staked their own all upon a seemingly doubtful 
event. Yet it is folly to argue against determined hardness; eloquence 
may strike the ear, and the language of sorrow draw forth the tear of 
compassion, but nothing ran reach the heart that is steeled with preju¬ 
dice. 

Quitting thic of men, I turn with the warm ardor of a friend to 
those who have nobly stood, and are yet determined to stand the matter 
OQt: I call not upon a few, but upon all; not on tins state or that state, 
but on every state; up and help us; lay your shoulders to the whed; 
better have too much force than too little, when so great an object is at 
stake. Let it be told to the future world, that in the depth of winter, when 
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nothing but hope and virtue could survive, that the dty and the country, 
alarmed at one common danger, came forth to meet and to repulse it. Say 
not that thousands are gone, turn out your tens of thousands, throw not 
the burden of the day upon Providence, but **show your faith by your 
worksr that God may bless you. It matters not where you live, or what 
rank of life you bold, the evil or the blessing will reach you all. The far 
and the near, the home counties and the back, the rich and the poor, will 
suffer or rejoice alike. The heart that feels not now, is dead; the blood 
of his children will curse his cowardice, who shrinks back at a time when 
a little might have saved the whole, and made them happy. (I love the 
man that can smUe at trouble; that can gather strength from distress, 
and grow brave by reflection.) Tis the business of little minds to shrink; 
but be whose heart is firm, and whose conscience approves his conduct, 
will pursue his principles unto death. My own line of reasoning is to my¬ 
self as straight and clear as a ray of light. Not all the treasures of the 
world, so far as I believe, could have induced me to support an offensive 
war, for I think it murder; but if a thief breaks into my house, bums and 
destroys my property, and kills or threatens to kill me, or those that are 
in it, and to *^bind me in all cases whatsoever;* to his absolute will, am I 
to suffer it? What signifies it to me, whether he who does it is a king or 
a common man; my countryman, or not my countryman; whether it be 
done by an individual villain or an army of them? If we reason to the 
root of things we shall find no difference; neither can any just cause be 
assigned why we should punish in the one case and pardon in the other. 
Let them call me rebel, and welcome, I feel no concern from it; but I 
should suffer the misery of devils, were I to make a whore of my soul by 
swearing allegiance to one whose character is that of a sottish, stupid, 
stubborn, worthless, brutish man. I conceive likewise a horrid idea in re¬ 
ceiving mercy from a being, who at the last day shall be shrieking to the 
rocks and mountains to cover him, and fleeing with terror from the or¬ 
phan, the widow, and the slain of America. 

There are cases which cannot be overdone by language, and this is 
one. There are persons too who see not the full extent of the evil which 
threatens them; they solace themselves with hopes that the enemy, if he 
succeed, will be merciful. Is this the madness of folly, to expect mercy 
from those who have refused to do justice; and even mercy, where con¬ 
quest is the object, is only a trick of war; the cunning of the fox is as 
murderous as the violence of the wolf; and we ou^t to guard equally 
against both. Ifowe^s first object is partly by threats and partly by prom- 
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ises, to terrify or seduce the people to deliver up their arms and to receive 
mercy. The ministry recommended the same plan to Gage, and this is 
what the tories call making their peace, peace wIticA passeth ail under¬ 
standing/^ indeed! A peace which would be the immediate forerunner of 
a worse ruin than any we have yet thought of. Ye men of Pennsylvania, 
do reason upon these things I Were the back counties to give up their 
arms, they would fall an easy prey to the Indians, who are all armed; 
this perhaps is what some tories would not be sorry for. Were the home 
counties to deliver up their arms, they would be exposed to the resent¬ 
ment of the back counties, who would then have it in their power to chas¬ 
tise their defection at pleasure. And were any one state to give up its 
arms, that state must be garrisoned by Howe^s army of Britains and Hes¬ 
sians to preserve it from the anger of the rest. Mutual fear is the prin¬ 
cipal link in the chain of mutual love, and woe be to that state that breaks 
the compact. Howe is mercifully inviting you to barbarous destruction, 
and men must be either rogues or fools that will not see it. I dwell not 
upon the powers of imagination; I bring reason to your ears; and in lan¬ 
guage as plain as A, B, C, hold up truth to your eyes. 

I thank God that I fear not. I see no real cause for fear. I know our 
situation well and can see the way out of it. While our army was collected, 
Howe dared not risk a battle, and it is no credit to him that he decamped 
from the White Plains, and waited a mean opportunity to ravage the 
defenceless Jerseys; but it is great credit to us, that, with a handful of 
men, we sustained an orderly retreat for near an hundred miles, brought 
off our ammum'tion, all our field pieces, the greatest part of our stores, 
and had four rivers to pass. None can say that our retreat was predpi- 
tate, for we were near three weeks in performing it, that the country 
might have time to come in. Twice we marched back to meet the 
enemy, and remained out tiU dark. The sign of fear was not seen in our 
camp, and had not some of the cowardly and disaffected inhabitants 
spread false alarms through the country, the Jerseys had never been 
ravaged. Once more we are again collected and collecting, our new army 
at both ends of the continent is recruiting fast, and we shall be able to 
open the next campaign with sixty thousand men, well armed and clothed. 
This is our situation, and who will may know it By perseverance and 
fortitude we have the prospect of a glorious issue; by cowardice and sub¬ 
mission, the sad choice of a variety of evils—a ravaged coimtry—a de¬ 
populated city—^habitations without safety, and slavery without hope— 
our homes turned into barracks and bawdy-houses for Hessians, and a 
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future race to provide for, whose fathers we shall doubt of. Look on this 
picture and weep over it I and if there yet remains one thoughtless wretch 
who believes it not, let him suffer it unlamented. 

December 23, 1776 Common Sense 


☆ ☆ ☆ 


The Crisis 

NUMBEfi IV 

Those who expect to reap the blessings of freedom, must, like men, un¬ 
dergo the fatigues of supporting it. The event of yesterday was one of 
those kind of alarms which is just sufficient to rouse us to duty, without 
being of consequence enough to depress our fortitude. It is not a field of 
a few acres of ground, but a cause, that we are defending, and whether 
we defeat the enemy in one battle, or by degrees, the consequences will 
be the same. 

Look back at the events of last winter and the present year, there you 
will find that the enemy's successes always contributed to reduce them. 
What they have gained in ground, they paid so dearly for in numbers, 
that their victories have in the end amounted to defeats. We have al¬ 
ways been masters at the last push, and always shall be while we do our 
duty. Howe has been once on the banks of the Delaware, and from 
thence driven back with loss and disgrace: and why not be again drivai 
from the Schuylkill? His condition and ours are very different. He has 
everybody to fight, we have only his one army to cope with, and which 
wastes away at every engagement: we can not only reinforce, but can 
redouble our numbers; he is cut off from all supplies, and must sooner 
or later inevitably faU into our hands. 

Shall a band of ten or twelve thousand robbers, who are this day fifteoi 
hundred or two thousand men less in strength than they were yesterday, 
conquer America, or subdue even a single state? The thing cannot be, 
unless we sit down and suffer them to do it. Another such a brush, not¬ 
withstanding we lost the ground, would, by still reducing the enemy, put 
them in a condition to be afterwards totally defeated. 

Could our whole army have come up to the attack at one time, the 
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consequences had probably been otherwise; but our having different 
parts of the Brandywine creek to guard, and the uncertainty which road 
to Philadeiphia the enemy would attempt to take, naturally afforded 
them an opportunity of passing with thek main body at a place where 
only a part of ours could be posted; for it must strike every thinking man 
with conviction, that it requires a much greater force to oppose an enemy 
in several places, than is sufficient to defeat him in any one place. 

Men who are sincere in defending their freedom, will always feel con- 
COTi at every circumstance which seems to make against them; it is 
the natural and honest consequence of all affectionate attachments, 
the want of it is a vice, Bnt the dejection lasts only for a moment; they 
soon rise out of it with additional vigor; the glow of hope, courage and 
fortitude, will, in a little time, supply the place of every inferior passion, 
and kindle the whole heart into heroism. 

There is a mystery in the countenance of some causes, which we have 
not always present judgment enough to explain. It Is distr^ing to see 
an enemy advancing into a country, but it is the only place in which 
we can beat them, and in which we have always beaten them, whenever 
they made the attempt. The nearer any disease approaches to a crisis, 
the nearer it Is to a cure. Danger and deliverance make their advances 
together, and it is only the last push, in which one or the other takes 
the lead. 

There are many men who will do their duty when it is not wanted; 
but a genuine public spirit always appears most wh«i there is most oc¬ 
casion for it Thank Godl our army, though fatigued, is yet entire. The 
attack made by us yesterday, was under many disadvantages, naturally 
arising from the uncertainty of knowing which route the enemy woukl 
take; and, from that circumstance, the whole of our force could not be 
brought up together time enough to engage all at once. Our strength is 
yet reserved; and it is evident that Howe does not think himself a gainer 
by the affair, otherwise he would this morning have moved down and 
attacked General Washington. 

Gentlemen of the city and country, it is in your power, by a spirited 
improvement of the present circumstance, to tom it to a real advantage. 
Howe is now weaker than before, and every shot will contribute to re^ 
duce him. You are more immediately interested than any other part of 
the continent: your all is at stake; it is not so with the general cause; 

5^u are devoted by the enemy to plunder and destruction: it is the en¬ 
couragement which Howe, the chief of plunderers, has promised his 
^nny. Thus circumstaDced, you may save yourselves by a manly resist- 



56 


SELECTED WORK OF TOM PAINE 

ancej but you can have no hope in any other conduct, I never yet knew 
our brave general, or any part of the army, officers or men, out of heart, 
and I have seen them in circumstances a thousand times more trying 
tha n the present. It is only those that are not in action, that feel languor 
and heaviness, and the best way to rub it off is to turn out, and make 
sure work of it. 

Our army must undoubtedly feel fatigue, and want a reinforcement 
of rest though not of valour. Our own interest and happiness call upon 
Bs to give them every support in our power, and make the burden of the 
d^, on which the safety of this city depends, as light as possible. Re¬ 
member, gentlemen, that we have forces both to the northward and 
southward of Hiikdelpbia, and if the enemy be but stopped till those 
cm arrive^ this dty will be saved, and the enemy finally routed. You 
have too much at stake to hesitate. You ought not to think an hour upon 
the matter, but to spring to action at once. Other states have been in¬ 
vaded, have likewise driven off the invaders. Now our time and turn 
is come, and perhaps the finishing stroke is reserved for us. When we 
look back on the dangers we have been saved from, and reflect on the suc¬ 
cess we have hem blessed with, it would be sinful either to be idle or to 
des^iair. 

I dose this paper with a short address to general Howe. You, sir, are 
only lingering out the period that shall bring with it your defeaL You 
have yet scarce began upon the war, and the further you enter, the 
fa^er will your troubles thicken. What you now enjoy is only a resfMte 
frcan ruin; an invitation to destruction; something that will lead on to 
o«r deliverance at your expense. We know the cause wbkh we are ^ 
gaged in, and though a passionate foudne^ for it may make us grieve at 
eveiy injury which threatens it, yet, when the moment of concern is over, 
the determination to duty returns. We are not moved by the gloomy 
smile of a worthless king, but by the ardent glow of generous patriotism. 
We fight not to enslave, but to set a country free, and to make room upon 
the earth for honest men to live in. In such a case we are sure that we 
are right; and we leave to you the despairing reflection of being the 
too! of a miserable tyrant. 


pHiLADELPmA, Sept. 12, 1777, 


Common Sense 


THE CRISIS PAPERS 


57 


The Crisis 

NUMBEB V 

TO GEN. SIR WILLIAM HOWE 

To argue with a man who has renounced the use and authority of 
re^, and whose phflosophy consists in holding humanity in contempt 
IS hke administe^g medicine to the dead, or endeavoring to convert 
M atheist by scnpture. Enjoy, sir, your insensibility of feeling and re- 
^ prerogative of animals. And no man will envy you 
honors, in which a savage only can be your rival and a bear your master. 

As t^ generosity of this country rewarded your brother’s services last 
iw, vrith an elegant monument in Westminster Abbey, it is consistent 
that she should bestow some mark of distinction upon you. You cer¬ 
tainly deserve her notice, and a con^icuous place in the catalogue of 
extraordinary perwns. Yet it would be a pity to pass you from the world 
in state, and consign you to magnificent oblivion among the tombs, with¬ 
out telling the future beholder why. Judas is as much known as John, 
yet history ascribes their fame to very different actions. 

Sir William hath undoubtedly merited a monument; but of what 
kmd, or with what inscripUon, where placed or how enih«.ni.;hpd . is a 
question that would puzzle all the heralds of St. James’s in the pro- 
foMdest mood of historical deliberation. We are at no loss, sir, to ascer- 
^ your real character, but somewhat perplexed how to perpetuate hs 
idratity, and preserve it uninjured from the transformations of time or 
nns^e. A sfatu^ may give a false expression to your bust, or decorate 
It with some equivocal emblems, by which you may happen to steal into 
reputation and impose upon the hereafter traditionaiy world. HI nature 
or ridicule may conspire, or a variety of accidents combine to lessen, en- 
rge, or change Sir William’s fame; and no doubt but he who has taken 
so much paiiK to be singular in his conduct, would choose to be just as 
singular in his exit, his monument and his epitaph. 

The usual honours of the dead, to be sure, are not suffidently sublime 
to escort a character like you to the republic of dust and ashes; for how¬ 
ler men may differ in their ideas of grandeur or of government here, 

^ grave is nevertheless a perfect republic. Death is not the monarch of 
dead, but of the dying. The moment he obtains a conquest he loses a 
subject, and, like the foolish king you serve, will, in the end, war him- 
self out of aH his dominions. 
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As a proper preliminary towards the arrangement of your funerd 
honours, we readily admit of your new rank of knighthood. The title is 
perfectly in character, and is your own, more by merit than creation. 
There are knights of various orders, from the knight of the windmill to 
the knight of the post. The former is your patron for exploits, and the 
latter will assist you in settling your accounts. No honorary title could 
be more happily applied I The ingenuity is sublime I And your roy^ 
master bath discovered more genius in fitting you therewith, than in 
generating the most finished figure for a button, or descanting on the 
properties of a button mould. 

But how, sir, shall we dispose of you? The invention of a statuary is 
exhausted, and Sir WQliam is yet unprovided with a monument. America 
is anxious to bestow her funeral favours upon you, and wishes to do it 
in a manner that shall distinguish you from all the deceased heroes of 
the last war. The Egyptian methexi of embalming is not known to the 
present age, and hieroglyphical pageantry hath outlived the science of 
decyphering it. Some other method, therefore, must be thought of to 
immortalise the new knight of the windmill and post Sir William, thanl^ 
to his stars, is not oppressed with very delicate ideas. He has no ambi¬ 
tion of being wrapped up and handed about in m)n*rh, aloes and cassia. 
Less expensive cxiours will suffice; and it fortunately happens that the 
simple genius of America hath discovered the art of preserving bodies, 
and embeUishing them too, with much greater frugality than the ancien^. 
In balmage, sir, of humble tar, you will be as secure as Pharaoh, and in 
a hieroglyphic of feathers, rival in finery all the mummies of Egypt. 

As you have already made your exit from the moral world, and by 
numberless acts both of passionate and deliberate injustice engraved an 
**here lyeth^* on your deceased honour, it must be mere affectation in 
you to pretend concern at the humours or opinions of mankind respect¬ 
ing you. What remains of you may expire at any time. The sooner the 
better. For he who survives his reputation, lives out of despite of himself, 
like a man listening to his own reproach. 

Thus entombed and ornamented, I leave you to the inspection of the 
curious, and return to the history of your yet surviving actions. The ^ 
character of Sir William hath undergone some extraordinary revolutions 
since his arrival in America. It is now fixed and known; and we have 
nothing to hope from your candour or to fear from your capacity. In¬ 
dolence and inability have too large a share in your composition, ever 
to suffer you to be anything more than the hero of little villainies and 
unfinished adventures. That, which to some persons appeared modera- 
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tion in you at first, was not produced by any real virtue of 


le of your own, 
in perpetual ir* 


S9 


. _ ^ ^ cwjuuuci, wjuauut me least merit 

m the man; as powers in contrary directions reduce each other to rest 
It became you to have supported a dignified solemnity of character- 
to have shown a superior liberality of soul; to have won respect by a^ 
obstinate perseverance in maintaining order, and to have exhibited on all 
oc^’om such an unchangeable graciousness of conduct, that while we 
teheld m you the resolution of an enemy, we might admire in you the 
s^erity of a man. You came to America under the high sounding h-»Uc 
of colander and commissioner; not only to suppress what you eaD 
rebellion, by arms, but to shame it out of countenance by the 
of your example. Instead of which, you have been the patron of low and 
vulgar frauds, the encourager of Indian cruelties; and have imported 
a ^go of vices blacker than those which you pretend to suppress 
Mankind are not universaUy agreed in their determination of r^t 
and wong; but there are certain actions which the consent of all nations 
^ individuals hath branded with the unchangeable name of meanness 
In the list of human vices we find some of such a refined constituUon 
they cannot be carried into practice without seducing some virtue to 
their assis^ce; but meanness hath neither alliance nor apology. It is 
gtmerated in the dust and sweepings of other vices, and is of such a hate¬ 
ful figure that all the rest conspire to disown it. Sir William, the com- 
miMioner of George the third, hath at last vouchsafed to give it rank and 
pedigree. He has placed the fugitive at the council board, and dubbed 
it companion of the order of knigbtliood, 

particular act of meanness which I allude to in this description 
forgery. You, sir, have abetted and patronised the forging and utter- 
ing counterfeit continental bilb. In the same New-York newspapers in 
r proclamation under your master’s authority was pub- 

sned, offering, or pretending to offer, pardon and protection to these 
states, there were repeated advertisements of counterfeit money for 
and persons who have come officially from you, and under the 
of your flag, have been taken up in attempting to put them off. 

A conduct so basely mean in a public character b without precedent 
or pretence. Every nation on earth, whether friends or enemies, will onite 
w despising you. Tb an incendiary war upon society, which nothing can 
excuse or palliate,—an improvement upon beggarly viUainy—and shows 
an inbred wretchedness of heart made up between the venomous malig¬ 
nity of a serpent and the ^itefnl imbecility of an mfeiior rqitile. 
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The laws of any civUized country would condemn you to the pbbet 
without regard to your rank or Utles, because it is an action foreign to 
the usage and custom of war; and should you fall into our hands, which 
pray God you may, it will be a doubtful matter whether we are to con¬ 
sider you as a military prisoner or a prisoner for felony. 

Besides, it is e.Tceedingly unwise and impolitic in you, or any oth« 
persons in the English service, to promote or even encourage, or wink 
at the crime of forgery, in any case whatever. Because, as the nchra 
England, as a nation, are chiefly in paper, and the far greater p^t of 
trade among individuals is carried on by the same medium, tlmt is, ^ 
notes and drafts on one another, they, therefore, of all people ^ 
world, ought to endeavour to keep forgery out of sight, and, if posable, 
not to revive the idea of it. It is dangerous to make men familiar with a 
crime which they may afterwards practise to much greater advantage 
against those who first taught them. Several officers in the English army 
bam made their exit at the gallows for forgery on their agents; for we 
an know, who know any thing of England, that there is not a vaon 
necessitous body of men, taking them generaUy, than what the English 
officers are. They contrive to make a show at the expense of the tailors, 
and appear clean at the charge of the washer-women. 

England, hath at this time, nearly two hundred million pounds sterhng 
of public money in paper, for which she hath no real property: besides 
a large circulation of bank notes, bank post bifls, and promissory not« 
and drafts of private bankers, merchants and tradesmen. She hath the 
greatest quantity of paper currency and the least quanUty of gold 
silver of any nation in Europe; the real specie, which is about sixteen 
mUlions sterling, serves only as change in large sums, which are always 
made in paper, or for payment in small ones. Thus circumstance, the 
natioB is put to its wit’s end, and obliged to be severe almost to crimii^- 
2ty, to prevent the practice and growth of forgery. Scarcely a session 
passes at the Old Bailey, or an e.xecution at Tyburn, but witnessed! this 
truth, yet you, sir, regardless of the policy which her necessity obliges her 
to adopt, have made your whole army intimate with the crime. And as 
all anraea at the conclusion of a war, are too apt to carry into practia 
the vfces of the campaign, it will probably happen, that England will 
hereafter abound in forgeries, to which art the practitioners were first 
nitiatad gpHftr your authority in America. You, sir, have the honour of 
a new vice to the military catalogue; and the reason, perhaps, 
why the Invention was reserved for you, is, because no general before 
mean enough even to t h i n k of it. 


61 


THE CRISIS PAPERS 

That a man whose soul is absorbed in the low traffic of vulgar vice, 
is incapable of moving in any superior region, is clearly shown in you 1^ 
the event of every campaign. Your military exploits have been without 
[>lan, object or decision. Can it be possible that you or your employers 
suppose that the possession of Philadelphia will be any ways equal to the 
expense or expectation of the nation which supports you? What advan¬ 
tages does England derive from any achievements of yours? To Acr it 
is perfectly indifferent what place you are in, so long as the business of 
conquest is unperformed and the charge of maintaining you remains the 
same. 

If the prindpal events of the three campaigns be attended to, the 
balance will appear against you at the close of each; but the last, in point 
of importance to us, has exceeded the former two. It is pleasant to look 
back on dangers past, and equally as pleasant to meditate on present 
ones when the way out begins to appear. That period is now arrived, and 
the long doubtful winter of war is changing to the sweeter pro^jects of 
victory and joy. At the close of the campaign, in 1775, you were obliged 
to retreat from Boston. In the summer of 1776, you appeared with a 
numerous fleet and army in the harbor of New-York. By what miracle 
the continent was preserved in that season of danger is a subject of ad¬ 
miration I If instead of wasting your time against Long-Island you h ad 
run up the North river, and landed any where above New-York, the con¬ 
sequence must have been, that either you would have compelled general 
Washington to fight you with very unequal numbers, or be must have 
suddenly evacuated the city with the loss of nearly all the stores of his 
army, or have surrendered for want of provisions; the situation of the 
place naturally producing one or the other of these events. 

The preparations made to defend New-York were, nevertheless, wise 
and military; because your forces were then at sea, their numbrs un¬ 
certain; storms, sickness, or a variety of accidents might have disabled 
their coming, or so diminisbed them on their passage, that those which 
survived would have been incapable of op>ening the camp>aign with any 
prospect of success; in which case the defence would have been suffi¬ 
cient and the place preserved; for cities that have been raised from 
nothing with an inflnitude of labour and expense, are not to be thrown 
away on the bare probability of their being taken. On these grounds 
the preparations made to maintain New-York were as judicious as the 
retreat afterwards. While you, in the interim, let slip the very oppor¬ 
tunity which seemed to put conquest in your power. 

Through the whole of that campaign you had nearly double the forces 
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whidi Keneral Washington immediately commanded. The principal plan 

as possible, and to raise the army for the next year. I^ng-Island, New- 
YoriTforts Washington and Lee were not defended after your supermr 
^Lown un^Tr any expectation of their being finally mamUm^ 
but as a range of outworks, in the attacking of which your time might 
wasted, your numbers reduced, and your vanity amus^ by fwsse^ng 
Uiem on our retreat. It was intended to have withdrawn the 
fort Washington after it had answered the former of those purp^, but 
the fate of that day put a prize into your hands without much honor t 

^^'"Sogress through the Jerseys was accidental; you had it not even 
in contemplaUon, or you would not have sent a pnnapd part of your 
forces to Rhode-Island beforehand. The utmost hope of America in ^e 
year 1776, reached no higher than that she might not then be coi^uered. 
She had no expectation of defeating you in that campaign. Even ^e most 
cowardly tory allowed, that, could she withstand the shock of 
mer, her independence would be past a doubt. You had then greatly e 
advantage of her. You were formidable. Your miUtary knowledge was 
supposed to be complete. Your fleets and forces arrived without an ac¬ 
cident. You had neither experience nor reinforcements to wait for. You 
had nothing to do but to begin, and your chance lay in the first vigorous 


America was young and unskilled. She was obliged to trust her de¬ 
fence to time and practice; and hath, by mere dint of perseverance, ob¬ 
tained her cause, and brought the enemy to a condition, m which she is 
DOW capable of meeting him on any grounds. 

It is remarkable that in the campaign of 1776 you gained no more, 
notwithstanding your great force, than what was given you by 
of evacuation, except fort Washington; while every advantage obtained 
by us was by fair and hard fighting. The defeat of Sir Peter Parker ^ 
complete. The conquest of the Hessians at Trenton, by the remains of a 
retreating army, which but a few days before you affected to despise, 
is an instance of their heroic perseverance very seldom to be 
And the victory over the British troops at Princeton, by a harass^ and 
wearied party, who had been engaged the day before and inarched 
night without refreshment, is attended with such a scene of circumstance 
and superiority of generalship, as will ever give it a place in the first ranK 
in the history of great actions. 

When I look back on the gloomy days of last winter, and see America 
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suspended by a thread, I feel a triumph of joy at the recollection of her 
deh'very, and a reverence for the characters which snatched her from 
destruction. To doubt now would be a species of infidelity, and to forget 
the instruments which saved us then would be ingratitude. 

The close of that campaign left us with the spirit of conquerors. The 
northern districts were relieved by the retreat of general Carleton over 
the lakes. The army under your command were hunted back and had 
their bounds prescribed. The continent began to feel its military im¬ 
portance, and the winter passed pleasantly away in preparations for the 
next campaign. 

However confident you might be on your first arrival, the result of 
the year 1776 gave you some idea of the difficulty, if not impossibility of 
conquest. To this reason I ascribe your delay in opening the campaign 
of 1777. The face of matters, on the close of the former year, gave you 
no encouragement to pursue a discretionary war as soon as the spring 
admitted the taking the field; for though conquest, in that case, would 
have given you a double portion of fame, yet the experiment was too 
hazardous. The ministry, had you failed, would have shifted the whole 
blame upon you, charged you with having acted without orders, and 
condemned at once both your plan and execution. 

To avoid the misfortunes, which might have involved you and your 
money accounts in perplexity and suspicion, you prudently waited the 
amval of a plan of operations from England, which was that you should 
proceed for Philadelphia by way of the Chesapeake, and that Burgoyne, 
after reducing Ticonderoga, should take his route by Albany, and, if 
necessary, join you. 

The splendid laurels of the last campaign have flourished in the north. 

In that quarter America has surprised the world, and laid the founda¬ 
tion of this year’s glory. The conquest of Ticonderoga, (if it may be 
called a conquest) has, like all your other victories, led on to ruin. Even 
the provisions taken in that fortress (which by general Burgoyne’s re¬ 
turn was sufficient in bread and flour for nearly 5000 men for ten weeks, 
and in beef and pork for the same number of men for one month) served 
only to hasten his overthrow, by enabling him to proceed to Saratoga, 
the place of his destruction. A short review of the operations of the last 
campaign will show the condition of affairs on both sides. 

You have taken Ticonderoga and marched into Philadelphia. These 
are all the events which the year hath produced on your part. A trifling 
campaign indeed, compared with the expenses of England and the con¬ 
quest of the continent. On the other side, a considerable part of your 
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northern force has been routed by the New-York militia ui^ general 
Hakemer. Fort Stanwix has bravely survived a compound attack erf 
soldiers and savages, and the besiegers have fled. The battle of Benning¬ 
ton has put a thousand prisoners into our hands, with all their arms, 
stores, artillery and baggage. General Burgoyne, in two engafpn^ts, 
has been defeated; himself, his army, and all that were his and theirs 
are now ours. Ticonderoga and Indqiendence [forts] are retake^ ^ 
not the shadow of an enemy remains in all the northern districts. At 
instant we have upwards of eleven thousand prisoners, between sixty and 
seventy [captured] pieces of brass ordnance, besides small arms, tents. 

Stores, etc. ^ _ 

In order to know the real value of those advantages, we must reverse 

the scene, and suppose general Gates and the force he commanded, to be 
at your mercy as prisoners, and general Burgoyne, with his army of so 
diers and savages, to be already joined to you in Pennsylvania. So dis¬ 
mal a picture can scarcely be looked at. It has all the tracings and colo^ 
ings of horror and despair; and excites the most sweUing emotions of 
gratitude by exhibiting the miseries we are so graciously preserved fnm 

I admire the distribution of laurek around the continent. It is the 
earnest of future union. South-Carolina has had her day of sufferings and 
of fame; and the other southern states have exerted themselves in pr^ 
portion to the force that invaded or insulted them. Towards the close « 
the campaign, in 1776, these middle states were caUed upon and <M 
their duty nobly. They were witnesses to the almost expiring fla^ w 
human freedom. It was the close struggle of life and death, the line of 
invisible division; and on which the unabated fortitude of a Washington 
prevailed, and saved the spark that has since blazed in the north with 
unrivalled lustre. 

Let me ask, sir, what great exploits have you performed? Throngb au 
the variety of changes and opportunities which the war has produced, I 
know no one action of yours that can be styled masterly. You have 
moved in and out, backward and forward, round and round, as if valor 
consisted in a mflitary jig. The history and figure of your movements 
would be truly ridiculous could they be justly delineated. They resemble 
the labours of a puppy pursuing his tail; the end is still at the same 
distance, and all the turnings round must be done over again. 

The first appearance of affairs at Ticonderoga wore such an unpromis¬ 
ing aspect, that it was necessary, in July, to detach a part of the fo^ 
to the support of that quarter, which were otherwise destined or intended 
to act against you; and this, perhaps, has been the means of postponing 
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your downfall to another campaign. The destruction of one army at a 
time is work enough. We know, sir, what we are about, what we have 
to do, and how to do it 

Yoitf progress from the Chesapeake, was marked by no capital stroke 
of poiky or heroism. Your principal aim was to get general Washington 
between the Delaware and Schuylkill, and between Philadelphia and yoiM- 
army. In that situation, with a river on each of his flanks, which united 
about five miles below the dty, and your army above him, you could 
have intercepted his reinforcements and supplies, cut off all his com¬ 
munication with the country, and, if necessary, have despatched assist¬ 
ance to open a passage for general Burgoyne. This scheme was too visible 
to succeed: for had general Washington suffered you to command Ihe 
open country above him, I thi nk it a very reasonable conjecture tW 
the conquest of Burgo)me would not have taken place, because you 
could, in that case, have relieved him. It was therefore necessary, while 
that important victory was in suspense, to trepan you into a situation 
in winch you could only be on the defensive, without the power of affoid- 
wg him assistance. The manoeuvre had its effect, and Burgoyne was con- 
qoered. 

There has been something unmilitary and passive in you from the 
time of your passing the Schuylkill and getting possession of Phila¬ 
delphia, to the close of the campaign. You mistook a trap for a conquest, 
the probability of which had been made known to Europe, and the edge 
of your triumph taken off by our own information long before. 

Having got you into this situation, a scheme for a general attack upon 
you at Germantown was carried into execution on the 4th of October, 
and though the success was not equal to the excellence of the plan, yet 
the attempting it proved the genius of America to be on the riue, and 
her power approaching to superiority. The obscurity of the morning was 
your best friend, for a fog is always favourable to a hunted enemy. Some 
weeks after this you likewise planned an attack on general W*ashington, 
^le at Whitemarch. You marched out with infinite parade, but on find¬ 
ing him preparing to attack you next morning, you prudently turned 
about, and retreated to Philadelphia with all the precipitation of a 
conquered in imagination. 

immeefiately after the battle of Germantown, the probability of Bur- 
goyne’s defeat gave a new policy to affairs in Pennsylvania, and it was 
judged most consistent with the general safety of America, to wait the 
issue of the northern campaign. Slow and sure is sound work. The news 
of that victory arrived in oiu* camp on the 18th of October, and no sooner 
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did that shout of joy, and the report of the thirteen cannon r^ yom 
ears than you resolved upon a retreat, and the next day, that is, on the 
19th you withdrew your drooping army into Philadelphia. This move¬ 
ment was evidenUy dictated by fear; and carried with it a posiUve con¬ 
fession that you dreaded a second attack. It was Uding your^ among 
women and children, and sleeping away the choicest part of the cam¬ 
paign in expensive inacUvity. An army in a city can never be a 
quering army. The situation admits only of defence. It is mere sheltCT. 
and every military power in Europe will conclude you to be eventuaUy 


aeieaicu. , . __v* 

The time when you made this retreat was the very time j^u ought 

to have fought a batUe, in order to put yourself in condiUon of recover¬ 
ing in Pennsylvania what you had lost in Saratoga. And the reason why 
you did not, must be either prudence or cowardice; the former suppo^ 
your inability, and the latter needs no explanation. I draw no conclu¬ 
sions sir, but such as are naturally deduced from known and visible facts, 
and such as will always have a being whfle the facts which produced them 

remain unaltered. , . .v _ 

After this retreat a new difficulty arose whkh exhibited the i»wer 
of Britain in a very contemptible light; which was the attack and defen<» 
of Mud-Island. For several weeks did that little unfinished fortress stan 
out against aU the attempts of admiral and genaal Howe. It was the 
fable of Bender realized on the Delaware. Scheme after scheme, and fon^ 
upon force were tried and defeated. The garrison, with scarce anythmg 
to cover them but their bravery, survived in the midst of mud, shot Md 
shells, and were at last obliged to give it up more to the powers of tune 
and gunpowder than to military superiority of the besiegers. ^ ^ 

It is my sincere opinion that matters are in much worse condiUon 
with you than what is generally known. Your master’s speech at the open¬ 
ing of parliament, is like a soliloquy on ill luck. It shows him to be mm- 
ing a little to his reason, for sense of pain is the first symptom of r^ 
covery, in profound stupefaction. His condition is deplorable. He is 
obliged' to submit to all the insults of France and Spain, without danng to 
know or resent them; and thankful for the most trivial evasions to the 
most humble remonstrances. The time aw5 when he could not deign an 
answer to a peUtion from America, and the time now is when he dare 
not give an answer to an affront from France. The capture of Burgoyne s 
army will sink his consequence as much in Europe as in America. In his 
speech he expresses his suspktons at the warlike preparaUons of France 
and Spain, and as he has only the one army which you command to sup- 
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port his character in the world with, it remains very uncertain when, or 
in what quartet it will be most wanted, or can be best employed; and 
this will partly account for the great care you take to keep it from action 
and attacks, for should Burgoyne’s fate be yours, which it probably will, 
England may take her endless farewell not only of all America but of 
all the West-Indies. 

Never did a nation invite destruction upon itself with the eagerness 
and the ignorance with which Britain has done. Bent upon the ruin of a 
young and unoffending country, she has drawn the sword that has 
wounded herself to the heart, and in the agony of her resentment has 
applied a poison for a cure. Her conduct towards America is a compound 
of rage and lunacy; she aims at the government of it, yet preserves neither 
dignity nor character in her methods to obtain it. Were government a 
mere manufacture or article of commerce, immaterial by whom it should 
be made or sold, we might as well employ her as another, but when we 
consider it as the fountain from whence the general manners and mo¬ 
rality of a country take their rise, that the persons entrusted with the 
execution thereof are by their serious example an authority to support 
these principles, how abominably absurd is the idea of being hereafter 
governed by a set of men who have been guilty of forgery, perjury, treach¬ 
ery, theft and every species of villainy which the lowest wretches on 
earth could practise or invent. What greater public curse can befal any 
countiy than to be under such authority, and what greater blessing than 
to be delivered therefrom. The soul of any man of sentiment would rise 
in brave rebellion against them, and ^urn them from the earth. 

The malignant and venomous tempered general Vaughan has amused 
his savage fancy in burning the whole town of Kingston, in York gov¬ 
ernment, and the late governor of that state, Mr. Tryon, in his letter to 
general Parsons, has endeavoured to justify it and declared his wish to 
bum the houses of every committeeman in the country. Such a confession 
from one who was once intrusted with the p>owers of civil government, 
is a reproach to the character. But it is the wish and the declaration of 
a man whom anguish and disappointment have driven to despair, and 
who is daOy decaying into the grave with constitutional rottenness. 

There is not in the compass of language a sufficiency of words to 
express the baseness of your king, his ministry and his army. They have 
refined upon villainy till it wants a name. To the fiercer vices of former 
ages they have added the dregs and scummings of the most finished ras¬ 
cality, and are so completely sunk in serp>entine deceit, that there is not 
left among them one generous enemy. 
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From such men and such masters, may the gracious ^ of 
preserve Americal And though the suffering Je 
Ld severe, they are like straws in the wind compa^ to 
of evils she would feel under the government of your kmg, and his pen- 

“ TtetrL'^Uiiiig in meanness .hieh escites . spedes of tesaP 
mem to. n^r snbsides, and s.med.«g in and., "If J 
hem. u, to highes. agony of human totndfihun^ 
diese charartem .ill no addilion can he made, “ll .Ifr nod 

left with us to obtain credit for the slightest promise. » u m 

l. and to deed is regisleced f 

be a spot scarcely visible among the nations, America shaU flourish the 

favourite of heaven, and the friend of mankind. , «™-ld I 

For the domestic happiness of Britain and t^ . 

wish she had not a foot of land but what is arcum^l^ wi 
own island. Extent of dominion has been her rum, ai^ instead o 
ing others has brutalized herself. Her late reduction of India, undtf ^ 
and his successors, was not so properly a conquest as au 
of mankind. She is the only power who could practise the 
barity of tying men to mouths of loaded cannon and blowmg a y. 
It happens that general Burgoyne, who made the report of tJmt ho^ 
transaction, in the house of commons, is now a prisoner wi^ us, and 
„ 'ddcmy. I cm. appeal Id 1dm to to If of 11. 
fident that he neither can nor will deny it. Yet Chve received P- 

probation of the last parliament. • ,i,» nrrotrh 

When we take a survey of mankind, we cannot help cursmg > 

who to the unavoidable misfortunes of nature, shaU wiUuUy add tM 
calaJnities of war. One would think there were evils enough wor 

without studying to increase them, and that Ufe is suffid^Uy short witt- 
out shaking the sand that measures it. The histones of Alei^der, 
Charles of Sweden, are the histories of human devils; a good man c^ 
not think of their acUons without abhorrence, nor of their deatte w - 
out rejoidng. To see the bounties of heaven destroyed, the beautif a 
of nature laid waste, and the choicest works of creation and ^t tumbiw 
into ruin, would fetch a curse from the soul of piety itsdf. But m 
country the aggravation is heightened by a new combination of afiecU^ 
circumstances. America was young, and, compared with ’ 

was virtuous. None but a Herod of uncommon malice would ^ve ma 
war upon infancy and innocence: and none but a people of me 
finished fortitude, dared under those circumstances, have resisted 
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tyranny. The natives, or their ancestors, had fled from the former op¬ 
pressions of England, and with the industry of bees had changed a wilder¬ 
ness into a habitable world. To Britain they were indebted for nothing. 
The country was the gift of heaven, and God alone is their Lord and 
Sovereign. 

The time, sir, will come when you, in a melancholy hour, «?hall reckon 
up yoin miseries by your murders in America. Life, with you, begins to 
wear a clouded a^)ect. The vision of pleasurable delusion is wearing 
away, and changing to the barren wild of age and sorrow. The poor 
reflection of having served your king will yield you no consolation in 
your parting moments. He will crumble to the same undistinguished 
ashes with yourself, and have sins enough of his own to answer for. It 
is not the farcical benedictions of a bishop, nor the cringing hypocri^ 
of a court of chaplains, nor the formality of an act of parliament, that 
can change guilt into innocence, or make the punishment one pang the 
less. You may, perhaps, be imwilling to be serious, but this destruction 
of the goods of Providence, this havoc of the human race, and this sow¬ 
ing the world with mischief, must be accounted for to him who made 
and governs it To us th^ are only present sufferings, but to him they 
are deep rebellions. 

If there is a sin sujperior to every other, it is that of wilful and offensive 
war. Most other sins are circumscribed within narrow limits, that is, the 
power of one man cannot give them a very general extension, and many 
kinds of sins have only a mental existence from which no infection arises; 
but he who is the author of a war, lets loose the whole contagion of hell, 
and opens a vein that bleeds a nation to death. We leave it to England 
and Indians to boast of these honors; we feel no thirst for such savage 
^ory; a nobler flame, a porer ^)irit animates America. She has taken 
up the sword of virtuous defence; she has bravely put herself between 
Tyranny and Freedom, between a curse and a blessing, determined to 
expel the one and protect the other. 

It is the object only of war that makes it honourable. And if there was 
ever a jmt war since the world began, it is this in which America is now 
engaged. She invaded no land of yours. She hired no mercenaries to bum 
your towns, nor Tndbms to massacre their inhabitants. She wanted noth¬ 
ing from you, and was indebted for nothing to you: and thus circum¬ 
stanced, her defence is honourable and her prosperity is certain. 

Yet it is not on the jitsUce only, but likewise on the importance of this 
cause that I ground my seeming enthusiastical confidence of our success. 
The vast extension of America makes her of too much value in the scale 
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of Providence, to be cast like a pearl before swine, at the feet of an Eu¬ 
ropean island j and of much less consequence would it be that Britain 
were sunk in the sea than that America should miscarry. There has been 
such a chain of extraordinary events in the discovery of this country at 
first, in the peopling and planting it afterwards, in the rearing and nurs¬ 
ing it to its present state, and in the protection of it through the present 
war, that no man can doubt, but Providence hath some nobler end to 
accomplish than the gratification of the petty elector of Hanover, or the 
ignorant and insignificant king of Britain. 

As the blood of the martyrs hath been the seed of the Christian church, 
so the political persecutions of England will and have already enriched 
America with industry, experience, union, and importance. Before the 
present era she was a mere chaos of uncemented colonies, individually 
eiqxised to the ravages of the Indians and the invasion of any power that 
Britain should be at war with. She had nothing that she could call her 
own. Her felicity depended upon accident. The convulsions of Europe 
might have thrown her from one conquerer to another, till she had been 
the slave of all, and ruined by every one; for until she had spirit enough 
to become her own master, there was no knowing to which master she 
should belong. That period, thank God, is past, and she is no longer the 
dependant, disunited colonies of Britam, but the Independent and United 
States of America, knowing no master but heaven and herself. You, or 
your king, may call this “delusion,” “rebellion,” or what name you 
please. To us it is perfectly indifferent. The issue will determine the 
character, and time will give it a name as lasting as his own. 

You have now, sir, tried the fate of three campaigns, and can fully 
declare to England, that nothing is to be got on your part, but blows 
and broken bones, and nothing on hers but waste of trade and credit, 
and an increase of poverty and taxes. You are now only where you 
might have been two years ago, without the loss of a single ship, and 
yet not a step more forward towards the conquest of the continent; 
because, as I have already hinted, “an army in a city can never be a 
conquering army.” The full amoimt of your losses, since the beginning 
of the war, exceeds twenty thousand men, besides millfons of treasure, 
for which you have nothing in exchange. Our expenses, though great, 
are circulated within ourselves. Yours is a direct sinking of money, 
and that from both ends at once; first, in hiring troops out of the na¬ 
tion, and in paying them afterwards, because the money in neither case 
can return to Britain. We are already in possession of the prize, you only 
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in pursuit of it To us it is a real treasure, to you it would be only an 
empty triumph. Our expenses will repay themselves with tenfold inter¬ 
est, while yours entail upon you everlasting poverty. 

Take a review, sir, of the ground which you have gone over, and let 
it teach you policy, if it cannot honesty. You stand but on a very totter¬ 
ing foundation. A change of the ministry in England may probably bring 
your measures into question, and your head to the block. Give, with 
all his successes, had some difficulty in escaping, and yours being all a 
war of losses, will afford you less pretensions, and your enemies more 
grounds for impeachment. 

Go home, sir, and endeavour to save the remains of your ruined coun¬ 
try, by a just representation of the madness of her measures. A few 
moments, well applied, may yet preserve her from political destruction. 

* I am not one of those who wish to see Europe in a flame, because I am 
persuaded that such an event will not shorten the war. The rupture, at 
present, is confined between the two powers of America and England. 
England finds that she cannot conquer America, and America h^s no 
wish to conquer England. You are fighting for what you can never ob¬ 
tain, and we defending what we never mean to part with. A few words, 
therefore, settle the bargain. Let England mind her own business and 
we will mind ours. Govern yourselves, and we will govern ourselves. 
You may then trade where you please unmolested by us, and we will 
trade where we please unmolested by you; and such articles as we can 
purchase of each other better than elsewhere may be mutually done. If 
it were possible that you could carry on the war for twenty years you 
must still come to this point at last, or worse, and the sooner you think 
of it the better it will be for you. 

My official situation enables me to know the repeated insults which 
Britain is obliged to put up with from foreign powers, and the wretched 
shifts that she is driven to, to gloss them over. Her reduced strength 
and exhausted coffers in a three years’ war with America, hath given a 
powerful superiority to France and Spain. She is not now a match for 
them. But if neither councils can prevail on her to think, nor sufferings 
awaken her to reason, she must e’en go on, till the honour of England be¬ 
comes a proverb of contempt, and Europe dub her the Land of Fools. 

I am. Sir, with every wish for an honourable peace. 

Your friend, enemy, and countryman. 


Common Sense. 
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TO THE INHABITANTS OF AMEBICA 

With all the pleasure with which a man exchanges bad company for 
Rood I take my leave of Sir William and return to you. It is now nearly 
toee years since the tyrrany of Britain received its first repulse ^ the 
arms of America. A period which has given birth to a new world, and 
erected a monument to the folly of the old. 

I cannot help being sometimes surprised at the comphmentmy ref¬ 
erences which I have seen and heard made to ancient histones and trans¬ 
actions. The wisdom, civil governments, and sense of honor of the states 
of Greece and Rome, are frequently held up as objects of exceUence and 
imitation. Mankind have Uved to very Uttle purpose, if, at this period 
of the world, they must go two or three thousand years back for lessoM 
and examples. We do great injustice to ourselves by placmg them m 
such a siqierior line. We have no just authority for it, neither can we 
teD why it is that we should suppose ourselves inferior. 

Could the mist of antiquity be cleared away, and men and things te 
viewed as they really were, it is more than probable that they would 
admire us, rather than we them. America has surmounted a greater va¬ 
riety and combination of difficulUes, than, I believe, ever feU to the ^ 
of any one people, in the same space of time, and has reptoished the 
world with more useful knowledge and sounder maxims of dvil govern¬ 
ment than were ever produced in any age before. Had it not been for 
America, there had been no such thing as freedom left throughout toe 
whole universe. England hath lost hers in a long chain of right reasoning 
from wrong principles, and it is from this country, now, that she 
learn the resolution to redress herself, and the wisdom how to accomfdisb 

The Grecians and Romans were strongly possessed of the spirit M 
Uberty but not the principle, for at the Ume that they were determm^ 
not to be slaves themselves, they employed their power to enslave the 
rest of mankind. But this distinguished era is blotted by no one ^ 
anthropical vice. In short, if the principle on which the cause is founded, 
the universal blessings that are to arise from it, the difficulties that zc- 
companied it, the wisdom with which it has been debated, the fortitude 
by which it has been supported, the strength of the power which we 
had to oppose, and the condition in which we undertook it, be aU taken 
in one view, we may justly style it the most ^^uous and iUustnous 
revolution that ever graced the history of mankind. 

A good opinion of ourselves is exceedingly necessary in pnvate lue. 
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but absolutely necessary in public life, and of the utmost importance in 
supporting national c har acter. I have no notion of yielding the palm of 
the United States to any Grecians or Romans that were ever born. We 
have equalled the bravest in times of danger, and excelled the wisest in 
construction of civil governments. 

From this agreeable eminence let us take a review of present afifairs. 
The spirit of corruption is so inseparably interwoven with British poli¬ 
tics, that their ministry suppose all mankind are governed by the same 
motives. They have no idea of a people submitting even to temporary 
inconvenience from an attachment to ri^ts and privileges. Their plans 
of business are calculated by the hour and for the hour, and are uniform 
in nothing but the corruption which gives them birth. They never had, 
neither have they at this time, any regular plan for the conquest of 
America by arms. They know not how to go about it, neither have they 
power to effect it if they did know. Tlie thing is not within the compass 
of human practicability, for America is too extensive either to be fully 
conquered or passively defended. But she may be actively defended by 
defeating or making {prisoners of the army that invades her. And this 
is the only system of defence that can be effectual in a large country. 

There is something in a war carried on by invasion which makes it 
diffo- in circumstances from any other mode of war, because be who 
conducts it cannot tell whether the ground he gains be for him, or against 
him, when he first obtains it. In the winter of 1776, general Howe 
marched with an air of victory through the Jerseys, the consequence of 
which was his defeat; and general Burgoyne at Saratoga experienced 
the same fate from the same cause. The Spamards, about two years ago, 
were defeated by the Algerines in the same manner, that is, their first 
triumphs became a trap in which they were totally routed. And who¬ 
ever will attend to the circumstances and events of a war carried on by 
invasion, will find, that any invader, in order to be finally conquered 
must first begin to conquer. 

I confess myself one of those who believe the loss of Philadelphia to 
be attended with more advantages than injuries. The case stood thus: 
The enemy imagined Philadelphia to be of more importance to os than 
it really was; for we all know that it had long ceased to be a pjort: not 
a cargo of goods had been brought into it for near a twelvemonth, nor 
any fixed manufactories, nor even ship-building, carried on in it; yet 
as the enemy believed the conquest of it to be practicable, and to that 
*>elief added the absurd idea that the soul of aD America was centred 
fhere, and would be conquered there, it naturally follows that their 
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possession of it, by not answering the end ^ 

plans they had so foolisUy gone upon, and other oblige them to 
a new one, for which their present strength is not suffiaent, or to give 

over the attempt. ^ r • 

We never had so smaD an army to fight against, nor so fair an op¬ 
portunity of final success as now. The death wound is already giy^ 
The day is ours if we follow it up. The enemy, by his situaUon, is withm 
our reach, and by his reduced strength is within our power. The min¬ 
isters of Britain may rage as they please, but our part is to conquer 
their armies. Let them wrangle and welcome, but let it not draw our 
attention from the o«e thing needful. Here, in this spot is our own bua- 
ness to be accomplished, our felicity secured. What we have now t^o 
is as clear as light, and the way to do it is as straight as a hne. It ne^ 
not to be commented upon, yet, in order to be perfecUy understood I 
will put a case that cannot admit of a mistake. ^ . 

Had the armies under generals Howe and Burgoyne been umted, and 
taken post at Germantown, and had the northern army under generj 
Gates been joined to that under general Washington, at W^temaish, 
the consequence would have beai a general action; and if m that acUon 
we had killed and taken the same number of officers and men, that is, 
between nine and ten thousand, with the same quanUty of artillery, arms, 
stores, etc. as have been taken at the northward, and obliged gene^ 
Howe with the remains of his army, that is, with the same number he 
now commands, to take shelter in Philadelphia, we should cert^y 
have thought ourselves the greatest heroes in the world; and stould, as 
soon as the season permitted, have collected together all the force ot 
the conUnent and laid siege to the dty, for it requires a mu<± 
force to besiege an enemy in a town than to defeat him in the 
case now is just the same as if it had been produced by the meam I have 
here supposed. Between nine and ten thousand have been kill an 
taken, all their stores are in our possession, and general Howe, m con¬ 
sequence of that victory, has thrown himself for shelter into Phila¬ 
delphia. He, or his trifling friend Galloway, may form what pretences 
they please, yet no just reason can be given for their going into wmter 
quarters so early as the 19th of October, but their apprehensio^ of a 
defeat if they continued out, or their conscious inability of keepmg the 
field with safety. I see no advantage which can arise to America by hunt¬ 
ing the enemy from state to state. It is a triumph without a prize, and 
wholly unworthy the attention of a people determined to conquer. 
Neither can any sUte promise itself security while the enemy remains 
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in a condition to transport themselves from one part of the continent 
to another. Howe, likewise, cannot conquer where we have no army to 
oppose, therefore any such removals in him are mean and cowardly, 
and reduces Britain to a common pilferer. If he retreats from Phila¬ 
delphia, he will be despised; if he stays, he may be shut up and starved 
out, and the country, if he advances into it, may become his Saratoga. 
He has his choice of evils and we of op^rtunities. If he moves early, 
it is not only a sign but a proof that he expects no reinforcement, and 
his delay will prove that he either waits for the arrival of a plan to go 
upon, or force to execute it, or both; in which case our strength will in¬ 
crease more than his, therefore in any case we cannot be wrong if we 
do but proceed. 

The particular condition of Pennsylvania deserves the attention of all 
the other states. Her military strength must not be estimated by the 
number of inhabitants. Here are men of all nations, characters, profes¬ 
sions and interests. Here are the firmest whigs, surviving, like sparks in 
the ocean, unquenched and uncooled in the midst of discouragement 
and disaffection. Here are men losing their all with cheerfulness, and 
collecting fire and fortitude from the flames of their own estates. Here 
are others skulking in secret, many making a market of the times, and 
numbers who are changing to whig or tory with the circumstances of 
every day. 

It is by mere dint of fortitude and perseverance that the whigs of this 
state have been able to maintain so good a countenance, and do even 
what they have done. We want help, and the sooner it can arrive the 
more effectual it will be. The invaded state, be it which it may, will al¬ 
ways feel an additional burden upon its back, and be hard set to support 
its civil power with sufficient authority; and this difficulty will rise or 
fall, in proportion as the other states throw in their assistance to the 
common cause. 

The enemy will most probably make many manoeuvres at the opening 
of this campaign, to amuse and draw off the attention of the several states 
from the one thing needful. We may expect to hear of alarms and pre¬ 
fended exp>editions to this place and that place, to the southward, the 
eastward, and the northward, all intended to prevent our forming into 
one formidable body. The less the enemy’s strength is, the more subtle¬ 
ties of this kind will they make use of. Their existence depends upon it, 
^^ecause the force of America, when collected, is sufficient to swallow their 
present army up. It is therefore our business to make short work of it, 
by bending our whole attention to this one principal point, for the in- 
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slant that the main body under general Howe is defiled, all Um inferior 

alarms throughout the continent, like so many shadows, wiU follow his 

‘^e^Ly way to finish a war with the least possible bloodied or 
perhaps without any, is to collect an army, against the power of whi^ 
tJte enemy shaD have no chance. By not doing this, we prolong the 
war and double both the calamities and expenses of it. What a and 
haiiy country would America be, were she, by a vigorous exertion, o 
reduce Howe as she has reduced Burgoyne. Her currency would nse to 
millions beyond its present value. Every man would ^ ^ 

man would have it in his power to be happy. And why not do these 
things? What is there to hinder? America is her own nustress and can 
do what she pleases. 

If we had not at this time a man in the field, we could, neverthd , 
raise an army in a few weeks sufficient to overwhelm all the force whi^ 
general Howe at present commands. Vigor and determiimtion will *) 
any thing and every thing. We began the war with this kind of spirit, 
why not end it with the same? Here, genUemen, is the enemy. Here ts 
the army. The interest, the happiness of aU America, is centred m this 
half ruined spot. Come and help ns. Here are laurels, come and store 
them. Here are tories, come and help us to expel them. Here are whigs 
that will make you welcome, and enemies that dread your coming. 

The worst of all policies is that of doing things by halves. Penny-\^ 
and pound-foolish, has been the ruin of thousands. The present spring, 
if rightly improved, wiD free us from our Uoubles, and save to the ex¬ 
pense of millions. We have now only one army to cope with. No op^- 
tunity can be fairer; no prospect more promising. I shall condude this 
paper with a few outlines of a plan, either for filling up the tottahons 
with expediUon, or for raising an additional force, for any Umited time, 
on any sudden emergency. 

That in which every man is interested, is every man’s duty to support. 
And any burden which falls equally on aU men, and from which every 
man is to receive an equal benefit, is consistent with the most perl^ 
ideas of Uberty. I would wish to revive something of that virtuous ambi¬ 
tion which first caUed America into the field. Then every man was eag« 
to do his part, and perhaps the prindpal reason why we 
degree fallen therefrom, is because we did not set a right value 
first, but left it to blaze out of itself, instead of regulating and preserv¬ 
ing it by just proportions of rest and service. ^ 

Suppose any state whose number of effective inhabitants was 80.000, 
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should be required to furnish 3,200 men towards the defence of the con¬ 
tinent on any sudden emergency. 

1st, Let the whole number of effective inhabitants be divided into 
himdreds; then if each of those hundreds turn out four men, the whole 
nximber of 3,200 will be had. 

2d, Let the name of each hundred men be entered in a book, and let 
four dollars be collected from each man, with as much more as any of 
the gentlemen, whose abilities can afford it, shall please to throw in, 
which gifts likewise shall be entered against the names of the donors. 

3d, Let the sums so collected be offered as a present, over and above 
the boimty of twenty dollars, to any four who may be inclined to propose 
themselves as volunteers: if more than four offer, the majority of the 
subscribers present shall determine which; if none offer, then four out 
of the hundred shall be taken by lot, who shall be entitled to the said 
sums, and shall either go, or provide others that will, in the space of 
six da}^. 

4th, As it will always happen, that in the space of ground on vdiich 
an himdred men shall live, there will be always a number of persons who, 
by age and infirmity, are incapable of doing personal service, and as such 
persons are generally possessed of the greatest part of property in any 
country, their portion of service, therefore, will be to furnish each man 
with a blanket, which will make a regimental coat, jacket, and breeches, 
or clothes in lieu thereof, and another for a watch cloak, and two pair 
of shoes; for however choice people may be of these things matters not 
in cases of this kind; those who live always in houses can find many 
ways to keq) themselves warm, but it is a shame and a sin to suffer a 
soldier in the field to want a blanket while there is one in the country. 

Should the clothing not be wanted, the superannuated or infirm per¬ 
sons possessing property, may, in lieu thereof, throw in their money 
subscriptions towards increasing the bounty; for though age wiD nat¬ 
urally exempt a person from personal service, it cannot exempt him from 
his share of the charge, because the men are raised for the defence of 
property and liberty jointly. 

There never was a scheme against which objections might not be 
raised. But this alone is not a sufficient reason for rejection. The only 
line to judge truly upon, is, to draw out and admit all the objections 
which can fairly be made, and place against them all the contrary quah- 
ties, conveniences and advantages, then by striking a balance 3 ^u come 
at the true character of any scheme, principle or position. 

The most material advantages of the plan here proposed are, ease. 
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expedition, and cheapness; yet the men so raised get a much larger 
bounty than is any where at present given; because all the expenses, 
extravagance, and consequent idleness of recruiting are saved or pr^ 
vented. The country incurs no new debt nor interest thereon; the who e 
matter being aU settled at once and entirely done with. It is a OTbscnp- 
tion answering all the purposes of a tax, without either the charge or 
trouble of collecting. The men are ready for the field with the gr^test 
possible expedition, because it becomes the duty of the inhabitants them¬ 
selves, in every part of the country, to find their proportion of men in¬ 
stead of leaving it to a recruiting sergeant, who, be he ever so mdustn- 

ous, cannot know always where to apply. 

I do not propose this as a regular digested plan, neither will the 
limits of this paper admit of any further remarks upon it I beheve it 
to be a bint capable of much improvement, and as such submit it to the 

public. Common Sense. 

Lancaster, March 21, 1778. 


The Crisis 

number IX 

Had America pursued her advantages with half the spirit that she re¬ 
sisted her misfortunes, she would, before now, have been a conquen^ 
and a peaceful people; but lulled in the lap of soft tranquillity, ^ 
rested on her hopes, and adversity only has convulsed her mto 
Whether subtlety or sincerity at the close of the last year induced tlw 
enemy to an ajjpearance for peace, is a point not material to know, it is 
sufficient that we see the effects it has had on our politics, and that we 
sternly rise to resent the delusion. 

The war, on the part of America, has been a war of natural feelm^ 
Brave in distress; serene in conquest; drowsy while at rest; and m 
every situation generously disposed to peace; a dangerous calm, and a 
most heightened zeal have, as circumstances varied, succeeded each 
other. Every passion but that of despair has been called to a tour ot 
duty; and so mistaken has been the enemy, of our abilities and disi^- 
tion, that when she supposed us conquered, we rose the conquerors. T e 
extensiveness of the United States, and the variety of their resourc^ 
the universality of their cause, the quick operaUon of their feelings, and 
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the similarity of their sentiments, have, in every trying situation, pro- 
duced a something, which, favored by providence, and pursued with ar¬ 
dor, has accomplished in an instant the business of a campaign. We have 
never deliberately sought victory, but snatched it; and bravely undone 
in an hour the blotted operations of a season. 

The reported fate of Charleston, like the misfortunes of 1776, has at 
last called forth a spirit, and kindled up a flame, which perhaps no other 
event could have produced. If the enemy has circulated a falsehood, 
they have unwisely aggravated us into life, and if they have told us the 
truth, they have unintentionally done us a service. We were returning 
with folded arms from the fatigues of war, and thinking and sitting lei¬ 
surely down to enjoy repose. The dependence that has been put upon 
Charleston threw a drowsiness over America. We looked on the business 
done—the conflict over—the matter settled—or that all which remained 
unfinished would follow of itself. In this state of dangerous relaxation, 
exposed to the poisonous mfusions of the enemy, and having no common 
danger to attract our attention, we were extinguishing, by stages, the 
ardor we began with, and surrendering by f>iece-meals the virtue that 
defended us. 

Afflicting as the loss of Charleston may be, yet if it universally rouse 
us from the slumber of twelve months past, and renew in us the spirit of 
former days, it will produce an advantage more important than its loss. 
America ever is what she thinks herself to be. Governed by sentiment, 
and acting her own mind, she becomes, as she pleases, the victor or the 
victim. 

It is not the conquest of towns, nor the accidental capture of garri¬ 
sons, that can reduce a country so extensive as this. The sufferings of 
one part can never be relieved by the exertions of another, and there is 
uo situation the enemy can be placed in that does not afford to us the 
same advantages which he seeks himself. By dividing his force, he leaves 
every post attackable. It is a mode of war that carries with it a confes¬ 
sion of weakness, and goes oo the principle of distress rather than con¬ 
quest. 

The decline of the enemy is visible, not only in their operations, but 
in their plans; Charleston originally made but a secondary object in the 
system of attack, and it is now become their principal one, because they 
liave not been able to succeed elsewhere. It would have carried a cow- 
ardly appearance in Europe had they formed their grand expedition, in 
1776, against a part of the continent where there was no army, or not a 
suffkaent one to oppose them; but failing year after year in their im- 
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pressions here, and to the eastward and northward, they deserted their 
capital design, and prudently contenting themselves with what they can 
get, give a flourish of honor to conceal disgrace. 

But this piece-meal work is not conquering the continent. It is a dis¬ 
credit in them to attempt it, and in us to suffer it It is now full time to 
put an end to a war of aggravations, which, on one ade, has no possible 
object, and on the other has every inducement which honor, interest, 
safety and happiness can inspire. If we suffer them much longer to re¬ 
main among us, we shaU become as bad as themselves. An association of 
vice will reduce us more than the sword. A nation hardened in the prac¬ 
tice of iniquity knows better how to profit by it, than a young country 
newly corrupted. We are not a match for them in the line of advantageous 
guflt, nor they for us on the principles which we bravely set out with. 
Our first days were our days of honour. They have marked the character 
of America wherever the story of her wars are told; and convinced of 
fhig, we have nothing to do but wisely and unitedly to tre^ the well 
kno^ track. The progress of a war is often as ruinous to individuals, 
as the issiie of it is to a nation; and it is not only necessary that our 
forces be such that we be conquerors in the end, but that by timely 
exertions we be secure in the interim. The present campaign wfll afford 
an opportunity which has never presented itself before, and the prepara¬ 
tions for it are equally necessary, whether Charleston stand or fall. Sup¬ 
pose the first, it b in that case only a failure of the enemy, not a defeat. 
All the conquest that a besieged town can hope for, b, not to be con¬ 
quered; and compelling an enemy to rabe the siege, is to the besie^ a 
victory. But there must be a probability amounting almost to a certainty, 
that would justify a garrison marching out to attack a retreat. Therefore 
should Charleston not be taken, and the enemy abandon the siege, every 
other part of the continent should prepare to meet them; and, on the 
contrary, should it be taken, the same preparations are necessary to bal¬ 
ance the loss, and put ourselves in a position to co-operate with our allies, 
immediately on their arrival. 

We are not now fighting our battles alone, as we were in 1776; Eng¬ 
land, from a malicious disposition to America, has not only not declared 
war against France and Spain, but, the better to prosecute her p^ 
sions here, has afforded those powers no military object, and avoids 
them, to distress us. She will suffer her West Indb blands to be over¬ 
run by France, and her southern settlements to be taken by Spain, rather 
than quit the object that gratifies her revenge. Thb conduct, on the part 
of Britain, has pointed out the propriety of France sending a naval and 
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land for<» to co-operate with America on the spot. Their arrival cannot 
be very distant, nor the ravages of the enemy long. The recruiting the 
army, and procuring the supplies, are the two things most necessary to 
be accomplished, and a capture of either of the enemy’s divisions will 
restore to America peace and plenty. 

At a crisis, big, like the present, with expectation and events, the 
whole country is called to unanimity and exertion. Not an ability ought 
now to sleep, that can produce but a mite to the general good, nor even 
a whisper to pass that militates against it. The necessity of the case, 
and the importance of the consequences, admit no delay from a friend, 
no apology from an enemy. To spare now, would be the height of ex¬ 
travagance, and to consult present ease, would be to sacrifice it perhaps 
forever. 

America, rich in patriotism and produce, can want neither men nor 
supplies, when a serious necessity calls them forth. The slow operation 
of taxes, owing to the extensiveness of collection, and their depredated 
value before they arrived in the treasury, have, in many instances, thrown 
a burden upon government, which has been artfully interpreted by the 
enemy into a general decline throughout the coimtry. Yet this, incon¬ 
venient as it may at first appear, is not only remediable, but may be 
turned to an immediate advantage; for it makes no real difference, 
whether a certain number of men, or company of militia (and in this 
country every man is a mflitia-man), are directed by law to send a 
recruit at their own expense, or whether a tax is laid on them for that 
purpose, and the man hired by government afterwards. The first, if 
there is any difference, is both cheapest and best, because it saves the 
expense which would attend collecting it as a tax, and brings the man 
sooner into the field than the modes of recruiting formerly used; and, 
on this principle, a law has been passed in this state, for recruiting two 
men from each company of militia, which will add upwards of a thou¬ 
sand to the force of the country. 

But the fiame which has broke forth in this city since the report from 
New-York, of the loss of Charleston, not only does honor to the place, 
but, like the blaze of 1776, will kindle into action the scattered sparks 
throughout America. The valor of a country may be learned by the 
bravery of its soldiery, and the general cast of its inhabitants, but con¬ 
fidence of success is best discovered by the active measures pursued by 

of property; and when the ^irit of enterprise becomes so universal 
to act at once on all ranks of men, a war may then, and not till then, 
styled truly popular. 


82 SELECTED WORK OF TOM PAINE 

In 1776, the ardor of the enterprising part was considerably checked 
by the real revolt of some, and the coolness of others. But in the present 
case, there is a firmness in the substance and property of the country to 
the public cause. An association has been entered into by the merchants, 
tradesmen, and principal inhabitants of the city [Philadelphia], to re¬ 
ceive and support the new state money at the value of gold and silver; a 
measure which, while it does them honor, will likewise contribute to their 
interest, by rendering the operations of the campaign convenient and 
effectual. 

Nor has the spirit of exertion stopped here. A voluntary subscnption 
is likewise begun, to raise a fund of hard money, to be given as bounties, 
to fill up the full quota of the Pennsylvania line. It has been the remark 
of the enemy, that every thing in America has been done by the force 
of government; but when she sees individuals throwing in their volun¬ 
tary aid, and facilitating the public measures in concert with the estab¬ 
lished powers of the country, it will convince her that the cause of 
America stands not on the will of a few but on the broad foundation of 
prc^^erty and popularity. 

Thus aided and thus supported, disaffection will decline, and the 
withered head of tyranny expire in America. The ravages of the enemy 
will be short and limited, and like all their former ones, will produce a 
victory over themselves. 

Common Sense. 


Philadelphia, June 9, 1780. 


At the time of writing this number of the Crisis, the loss of Charles¬ 
ton, though believed by some, was more confidently disbelieved by others. 
But there ought to be no longer a doubt upon the matter. Charleston is 
gone, and I believe for the want of a sufficient supply of provisions. The 
man that does not now feel for the honor of the best and noblest cause 
that ever a country engaged in, and exert himself accordingly, is no 
longer worthy of a peaceable residence among a people determined to 
be free. 
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TAe L.ast Crisis 

NUttBEK XV 

“The times that tried men’s souls,” are over—and the greatest and com- 
pletest revolution the world over knew, gloriously and happily accom¬ 
plished. 

But to pass from the extremes of danger to safety—from the tumult 
of war to the tranquillity of peace, though sweet in contemplation, re¬ 
quires a gradual composure of the senses to receive it. Even calmness has 
the power of stunning, when it opens too instantly upon us. The long and 
raging hurricane that should cease in a moment, would leave us in a state 
rather of wonder thAn enjoyment; and some moments of recollection 
must pass, before we could be capable of tasting the felicity of repose. 
There are but few instances in which the mind is fitted for sudden transi¬ 
tions: it takes in its pleasures by reflection and comparison, and those 
must have time to act, before the relish for new scenes is complete. 

In the present case the mighty magmtude of the object—the various 
uncertainties of fate it has undergone—the numerous and complicated 
dangers we have suffered or escaped—the eminence we now stand oo, 
and the vast prospect before us, must all conspire to impress us with 
contemplation. 

To see it in our power to make a world happy—to teach mankind the 
art of being so—to exhibit, on the theatre of the universe, a character 
hitherto unknown—and to have, as it were, a new creation intrusted to 
our hands, are honors that command reflection, and can neither be too 
highly estimated, nor too gratefully received. 

In this pause then of recollection—^while the storm is ceasing, and the 
long-agitated mind vibrating to a rest, let us look back on the scenes 
we have passed, and learn from experience what is yet to be done. 

Never, I say, had a country so many openings to happiness as this. Her 
setting out in life, like the rising of a fair morning, was unclouded and 
promising. Her cause was good. Her principles just and liberal. Her tem¬ 
per serene and him. Her conduct regulated by the nicest steps, and every¬ 
thing about her wore the mark of honor. It is not every country (perhaps 
there is not another in the world) that can boast so fair an origin. Even 
the first settlement of America corresponds with the character of the 
revolution. Rome, once the proud mistress of the universe, was originally 
a band of rufflans. Plunder and rapine made her rich, and her oppression 
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of millions made her great. But America need never be ashamed to tdl 
her birth, nor relate the stages by which she rose to empire. 

The remembrance, then, of what is past, if it operates rightly, must 
inspire her with the most laudable of an ambition, that of adding to the 
fair fame she b^an with. The world has seen her great in adversity. 
Struggling without a thought of yielding, beneath accumulated diffi¬ 
culties. Bravely, nay proudly, encountering distress, and rising in resolu¬ 
tion as the storm increased. All this is justly due to her for her fortitude 
merited the character. Let then, the world see that she can bear pros¬ 
perity: and that her honest virtue in time of peace, is equal to the bravest 
virtue in time of war. 

She is now descending to the scenes of quiet and domestic life. Not 
beneath the cypress shade of disappointment, but to enjoy in her own 
land and under her own vine, the sweet of her labors, and the reward of 
her toil.—In this situation, may she never forget that a fair national repu¬ 
tation is of as much importance as independence. That it possesses a 
charm that wins upon the world, and makes even enemies civil.—^That it 
gives a dignity which is often superior to power, and commands reverence 
where pomp and splendor fafl. 

It would be a circumstance ever to be lamented and never to be for¬ 
gotten, were a single blot, from any cause whatever, suffered to fall on a 
revolution, which to the end of time must be an honor to the age that 
accomplished it: and which has contributed more to enlighten the world, 
and diffuse a spirit of freedom and liberality among mankind, than any 
human event (if this may be called one) that ever preceded it. 

It is not among the least of the calamities of a long-continued war 
that it unhinges the min d from those nice sensations which at other times 
appear so amiable. The continued spectacle of woe blunts the finer feel¬ 
ings, and the necessity of bearing with the sight, renders it familiar. In 
like manner, are many of the moral obligations of society weakened, till 
the custom of acting by necessity becomes an apology, where it is truly 
a crime. Yet let but a nation conceive rightly of its character, and it will 
be chastely just in protecting it. None never began with a fairer than 
America, and none can be under a greater obligation to preserve it. 

The debt which America has contracted, compared with the cause 
she has gained, and the advantages to flow from it, ought scarcely to be 
mentioned. She has it in her choice to do, and to live as happy as she 
pleases. The world is in her hands. She has no foreign power to monopo¬ 
lize her commerce, perplex her legislation, or control her prosperity. The 
struggle is over, which must one day have happened, and, perhaps, never 
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could have happened at a better time. And instead of a domineering 
master, she has gained an ally, whose exemplary greatness, and universal 
liberality, have extorted a confession even from her enemies. 

With the blessings of peace, independence, and an universal commerce, 
the states, individually and collectively, will have leisure and oppor¬ 
tunity to regulate and establish their domestic concerns, and to put it be¬ 
yond the power of calumny to throw the least reflection on their honor. 
Character is much easier kept than recovered, and that man, if any such 
there be, who, from sinister views, or littleness of soul, lends unseen his 
hand to injure it, contrives a wound it will never be in his power to 
heal. 

As we have established an inheritance for posterity, let that inheritance 
descend with every mark of an honorable conveyance. The little it will 
cost, compared with the worth of the states, the greatness of the object, 
and the value of national character, will be a profitable exchange. 

But that which must more forcibly strike a thoughtful penetrating 
mind, and which includes and renders easy all inferior concerns, is the 
Union of the States. On this our great national character depends. It is 
this which must give us importance abroad and security at home. It is 
through this only, that we are or can be nationally known in the world; 
it is the flag of the United States which renders our ships and commerce 
safe on the seas, or in a foreign port. Our Mediterranean passes must be 
obtained under the same style. All our treaties, whether of alliance, peace 
or commerce, are formed under the sovereignty of the United States, 
and Europe knows us by no other name or title. 

The division of the empire into states is for our own convenience, but 
abroad this distinction ceases. The affairs of each state are local. They 
can go no further than to itself. And were the whole worth of even the 
richest of them exj>ended in revenue, it would not be sufficient to sup¬ 
port sovereignty against a foreign attack. In short, we have no other 
national sovereignty than as United States. It would even be fatal for 
us if we had—too expensive to be maintained, and impossible to be sujy- 
ported. Individuals, or individual states, may call themselves what they 
please; but the world, and especially the world of enemies, is not to be 
held in awe by the whistling of a name. Sovereignty must have power 
to protect all the parts that compose and constitute it; and as united 
STATES we are equal to the importance of the title, but otherwise we are 
not. Our union, well and wisely regulated and cemented, is the cheapest 
way of bdng great—the easiest way of being powerful, and the happiest 
invention in government which the circumstances of America can admit 
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of. Because it collects from each state, that which, by being inadequate, 
can be of no use to it, and forms an aggregate that serves for all. 

The states of Holland are an imfortunate instance of the effects of 
individual sovereignty. Their disjointed condition exposes them to fau- 
merous intrigues, losses, calamities and enemies; and the almost im¬ 
possibility of bringing their measures to a decision, and that decision 
into execution, is to them, and would be to us, a source of endless mis¬ 
fortune. 

It is with confederated states as with individuals in society; some¬ 
thing must be yielded up to make the whole secure. In this view of things 
we gain by what we give, and draw an annual interest greater than the 
capital.—I ever feel m 5 rself hurt when I hear the union, that great pal¬ 
ladium of our liberty and safety, the least irreverently spoken of. It is the 
most sacred thing in the constitution of America, and that which every 
man should be most proud and tender of. Our citizenship in the United 
States is our national character. Our citizenship in any particular state 
is only our local distinction. By the latter we are known at home, by 
the former to the world. Our great title is Americans— our inferior one 
varies with the place. 

So far as my endeavors could go, they have all been directed to con¬ 
ciliate the affections, unite the interests, and draw and keep the mind of 
the country together; and the better to assist in this foundation work 
of the revolution, I have avoided all places of profit or office, either in 
the state I live in, or in the United States; kept myself at a distance 
from all parties and party connexions, and even disregarded all private 
and inferior concerns: and when we take into view the great work which 
we have gone through, and feel, as we ought to feel, the just importance 
of it, we shall then see, that the little wranglings and indecent conten¬ 
tions of personal parley, are as dishonorable to our characters as they 
are injurious to our repose. 

It was the cause of America that made me an author. The force with 
which it struck my mind, and the dangerous condition the country ap¬ 
peared to me in, by courting an impossible and an unnatural reconcilia¬ 
tion with those who were determined to reduce her, instead of striking 
out into the only line that could cement and save her, a declaration of 
INDEPENDENCE, made it impossible for me, feeling as I did, to be silent: 
and if, in the course of more than seven years, I have rendered her any 
service, I have likewise added something to the reputation of literature, 
by freely and disinterestedly employing it in the great cause of mankind, 
and showing that there may be genius without prostitution. 
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IndqDendence a]wa 3 rs appeared to me practicable and probable; pro¬ 
vided the sentiment of the country could be formed and held to the 
object: and there is no instance in the world, where a people so extended, 
and wedded to former habits of thinking, and under such a variety of cir¬ 
cumstances, were so instantly and effectually pervaded by a turn in poli¬ 
tics, as in the case of independence, and who supported their opinion, un¬ 
diminished, through such a succession of good and ill fortune, till they 
crowned it with success. 

But as the scenes of war are closed, and every man {preparing for home 
and happier times, I therefore take my leave of the subject. I have most 
sincerdy followed it from beginning to end, and through all its turns and 
windings, and whatever country I may hereafter be in, I shall always 
feel an honest pride at the part I have taken and acted, and a gratitude 
tb nature and providence for putting it in my power to be of some use 
to mankind. 

Common Sense. 

Philadelphia, April 19th, 1783 

’Cr ir 

In the last of his Crisis Papers, Paine evaluates both America and 
his own work. To those who thoughtfully desire to understand the 
man who was Thomas Paine, I recommend a re-reading of the last 
Crisis, Here, for example, is his summing up: 

“So far as my endeavors could go, they have all been directed to 
conciliate the affections, unite the interests, and draw and keep the 
mind of the country together; and the better to assist in this founda¬ 
tion work of the revolution, I have avoided all places of profit or 
office, either in the state I live in or in the United States; kept my¬ 
self at a distance from all parties and party connexions, and even 
disregarded all private and inferior concerns.” 

Was there ever a clearer, wiser, or better balanced statement by 
a propagandist conscious of his own role in a time of crisis? This is 
an answer to those who r^ard Paine as a mystic; no mystic could 
so hard-headedly evaluate the need of a people fighting for their 
national liberation. 

Also, this last Crisis is an answer to those who claim Paine was 
not completely conscious of his role in America. This is a completely 
conscious evaluation. All through the seven years, Paine worked as 
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an objective revolutionist; he built, block by block. Even his slo¬ 
gans for unity were artfully and consciously constructed; witness 
that he starts the last Crisis with the slogan he had popularized 
seven years before. There, too, is an indication of the widespread 
popularity Paine’s slogans must have gained. 

In all, hetvreen 1776 and 1783, Paine wrote fifteen CMsis Papers, 
the five most pertinent of which are here included. Properly, the 
series finished with the one here indicated as the last—although 
nine months after the end of the Revolution, Paine wrote what 
some call the Sixteenth Crisis, a fierce and acute indictment of a 
colonial policy that would resist change with its last ounce of 
strength. 

Paine, like Rush and certain other patriots, now sensed that the 
Revolution was not, as so many boasted and as he himself had 
written, finished—that certain battles still had to be fought. And, 
of course, that came about in the second war for national hT^eration 
which took place in 1812-1814. 

Here, then, is his interesting though anticlimactic, warning to 
Americans: 


^ Warning 

TO THE PEOPLE OF AMERICA 

In “Rivington’s New York Gazette,” of December 6th, is a publication, 
under the appearance of a letter from London, dated September 30th; 
and is on a subject which demands the attention of the United States. 

The public will remember that a treaty of commerce between the 
United States and England was set on foot last spring, and that until 
the said treaty could be completed, a bill was brought into the British 
parliament by the then chancellor of the exchequer, Mr. Pitt, to admit 
and legalize (as the case then required) the commerce of the United 
States into the British ports and dominions. But neither the one nor the 
other has been completed. The commercial treaty is either broken off 
or remains as it began; and the bill in parliament has been thrown aside. 
And in lieu thereof a selfish system of English politics has started up, 
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calculated to fetter the commerce of America, by engrossing to England 
the carrying trade of the American produce to the West India islands. 

Among the advocates for this last measure is Lord Sheffield, a member 
of the British parliament, who has published a pamphlet entitled **Ob- 
servations on the Commerce of the American States.” The pamphlet has 
two objects; the one is to allure the Americans to purchase British manu¬ 
factures; and the other to spirit up the British Parliament to prohibit the 
citizens of the United States from trading to the West India islands. 

Viewed in this light, the pamphlet, though in some parts dexterously 
written, is an absurdity. It offends in the very act of endeavoring to in¬ 
gratiate; and his lordship, as a p>olitician, ought not to have suffered the 
two objects to have appeared together. The letter alluded to, contains 
extracts from the pamphlet, with high encomiums on Lord Sheffield, for 
laboriously endeavoring (as the letter styles it) “to show the mighty ad¬ 
vantages of retaining the carrying trade.” 

Since the publication of this pamphlet in England, the commerce of 
the United States to the West Indies, in American vessels, has been 
prohibited; and all intercourse, except in British bottoms, the property 
of, and navigated by British subjects, cut off. 

That a country has a right to be as fooh'sh as it pleases, has been 
proved by the practice of England for many years past: in her island 
situation, sequestered from the world, she forgets that her whispers are 
heard by other nations; and in her plans of p>olitics and commerce, she 
seems not to know, that other votes are necessary besides her own. 
America would be equally as foolish as Britain, were she to suffer so 
great a degradation on her flag, and such a stroke on the freedom of her 
commerce, to pass without a balance. 

We admit the right of any nation to prohibit the commerce of an¬ 
other into its own dominions, where there are no treaties to the contrary; 
but as this right belongs to one side as well as the other, there is always a 
way left to bring avarice and insolence to reason. 

But the ground of security which Lord Sheffield has chosen to erect 
his policy upon, is of a nature which ought, and I think must, awaken, 
in every American, a just and strong sense of national dignity. Lord 
Sheffield appears to be sensible, that in advising the British nation and 
parliament to engross to themselves so great a p)art of the carrying trade 
of America, he is attempting a measure which cannot succeed, if the 
politics of the United States be properly directed to counteract the as¬ 
sumption. 

But, says he, in his pamphlet, “It wiU be a long time before the 
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American states can be brought to act as a nation, neither are they to be 

feared as such by us.” _ . 

What is this more or less than to tell us, that while we have no national 
system of commerce, the British will govern our trade by their own law 
and proclamations as they please. The quotation disclose a truth too seri¬ 
ous to be overlooked, and too mischievous not to be remedied. 

Among other circumstances which led them to this discover, none 
could operate so effectually as the injudicious, uncandid and indecent 
op(X>sition made by sundry persons in a certain state^tn the recommenda¬ 
tions of congress last winter, for an import duty of five p« cent. It could 
not but explain to the British a weakness in the national power of 
America, and encourage them to attempt restrictions on her trade, which 
otherwise they would not have dared to hazard. Neither is there any state 
in the union, whose policy was more misdirected to its interest than the 
state I allude to, because her principal support is the cairying trade, 
which Britain, induced by the want of a well-centred power in the United 
States to protect and secure, is now attempting to take away. It fortu¬ 
nately happened (and to no state in the union more than the state m 
question) that the terms of peace were agreed on before the opposition 
appeared, otherwise, there cannot be a doubt, that if the same idea of 
the diminished authority of America had occurred to them at that time 
as has occurred to them since, but they would have made the same grasp 
at the fisheries, as they have done at the carrying trade. 

It is surprising that an authority which can be supported with so 
much ease, and so little expense, and capable of such extensive advan¬ 
tages to the country should be cavilled at by those whose duty it is to 
watch over it, and whose existence as a people depends upon it. But this, 
perhaps, will ever be the case, till some misfortune awakens us into rea¬ 
son, and the instance now before us is but a gentle beginning of what 
America must expect, unless she guards her union with nicer care and 
stricter honor. United, she is formidable, and that with the least poaible 
charge a nation can be so: separated, she is a medley of individual 
nothings, subject to the sport of foreign nations. 

It is very probable that the ingenuity of commerce may have found 
out a method to evade and supersede the intentions of the British, in in¬ 
terdicting the trade with the West India islands. The language of both 
being the same, and their customs well understood, the vessels of one 
country may, by deception, pass for those of another. But this would 
a practice too debasing for a sovereign people to stoop to, and too profli¬ 
gate not to be discountenanced. An illidt trade, under any shape it can 



THE CRISIS PAPERS 91 

be placed, cannot be carried on without a violation of truth. America is 
now sovereign and independent, and ought to conduct her affairs in a 
regular style of character. She has the same right to say that no British 
vessel shall enter her ports, or that no British manufactures shall be im¬ 
ported, but in American bottoms, the property of, and navigated by 
American subjects, as Britain has to say the same thing respecting the 
West Indies. Or she may lay a duty of ten, fifteen, or twenty shillings 
per ton (exclusive of other duties) on every British vessel coming from 
any port of the West Indies, where she is not permitted to trade, the 
said tonnage to continue as long on her side as the prohibition con¬ 
tinues on the other. 

But it is only by acting in union, that the usurpations of foreign na¬ 
tions on the freedom of trade can be counteracted, and security extended 
to the commerce of America. And when we view a flag, which to the eye 
is beautiful, and to contemplate its rise and origin inspires a sensation 
of sublime delight, our national honor must unite with our interest to 
prevent injury to the one, or insult to the other. 

Common Sense. 

New York, December 9, 1783. 

^ ^ 

From the first to the last pap)er, you have noted the political 
growth of Paine; he has matured both in his understanding of his¬ 
tory and of his personal relationship to the world; he is humbly 
grateful that he has been allowed to participate in this wonderful 
drama of freedom, and he is superbly confident of mankind. His 
love of people has been confirmed, and the one-time outcast has 
found more good comrades than he can number. It is interesting to 
speculate on what Paine’s role and future would have been had he 
stayed in America and become an American. Would he have become 
one of the great democratic leaders, along with Jefferson and Mad¬ 
ison? Would he have been enshrined instead of hated? Would he 
have started a free press around which the democratic movement 
could have rallied? No one knows, and of course the speculation, 
while interesting, is fruitless. Paine was an Englishman; he re¬ 
mained one; his interest was not national, but international; and 
his belief in change, once confirmed, passed beyond the bounds of 
realism. 
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In one sense, the American Revolution was the most orderly in 
history. It finished clean, and although the fruits of the revolution 
were not fully realized until the administration of Madison, it 
seemed to Paine, in 1783, that the curtain had come down once and 
for all on the great drama. For the moment he was a man without 
employment. The spoils were spread, and he was invited to help 
himself generously. 

When the revolution was over, Paine was forty-six years old and 
a person of consequence—both in America and in England. There 
was curiously little ill feeling against Americans in England when 
the war was done, and American patriots were welcomed and feted 
in the British Isles. 

Much of this was due to the fact that the British masses had been 
against the war, and that most of the government had felt it was 
a stupid, even insane venture. Benjamin Franklin, who had lived in 
England for a decade before the war, was almost as admired there 
as in his homeland. This situation made Paine look forward to a 
return to England, but first he had a taste of comfort and victory in 
America. Congress was generous to him then, although not so gen¬ 
erous as to others; he received some money and some land. The 
flame of revolt went out of him. Letters and science were the pur¬ 
suits of an American gentleman of the time, and Paine, for all his 
diatribes against aristocracy could make his compromise with such 
aristocrats as Jefferson and Washington. He devised an iron bridge; 
he experimented; he wrote—pale, lifeless writing that traveled no¬ 
where. He attended dinner parties and was a guest at many of the 
fine Georgian houses of the time. 

Had the fiery belief in change gone out of him? Was the salvation 
of three million souls in America enough? WTiat of the rest of the 
world, where mankind still groaned in bondage. He had finished 
his last Crisis with a prayer of gratitude that he had been of some 
use to mankind, not only to America. Was he to leave it there? 

Thomas Paine, gentleman, became as restless and as angry as 
Thomas Paine, staymaker. Not quickly; but the cycle began again 
when he went to France in 1787, and then to England the following 
year. 



^THREE ^ 
‘Rights of 


W ELCOMED and honored in England, be even went to see 
the squire at Thetford; he consorted with the great— 
Romney, the painter; Blake, the poet; Burke, the 
statesman and one-time friend of America. He met lords and ladies, 
dukes and duchesses, aU the people who were worth knowing. He 
was building his iron bridge in England, and it would make him 
famous. And sometimes, he even ventured into the abyss where the 
people lived; he considered things then, what these people might do 
if they awoke, determined, united, with guns in their hands. Such 
thoughts disturbed him, yet he could not shake them off; they 
coupled with the realization that now he wrote nothing worthwhile. 

And then, from across the channel, came the smoke of a flame 
with which he was well familiar—revolution. We can imagine that 
it drew him like a loadstone. He was in France in 1789, the year the 
Bastille fell, and when Lafayette gave him the key to that mon¬ 
strous old fortress, a key of liberty to unlock all doors, to present 
to George Washington, the sequestered and reasonable Paine who 
had existed for six years disappeared, and the old apostle of change 
returned. 

The next two years of Paine’s life are the least known as well as 
the least understood. We will never know how deeply he was con¬ 
cerned with the abortive working-class revolution that was growing 
in England and then was smashed in the bud. That he met and 
plotted, we do know; we know that arms were cached, and an equiv¬ 
alent of the New England minutemen formed. We know that men 

were quietly sentenced to death for their part in that plot. We know 
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that Paine might well have been sentenced to death too, had he not 
fled England two steps ahead of the Crown’s agents. And we know 
that he wrote a book called Rights of Man which shook England 
almost as much as Common Sense shook America. 

It is one of history’s curiosities that the volume, written by the 
foronost British statesman of the day, and to which Rights of Man 
was an answer, should be so nearly forgotten, while Paine’s book 
has become a classic. After the caning phase of the French Revolu¬ 
tion, Edmund Burke, the one-time friend of progress, wrote a scath¬ 
ing denunciation of the people’s movement in France. He called this 
work Reflections on the Revolution in France, but it was as one¬ 
sided, as narrow, and as reactionary a set of reflections as ever a 
so-called liberal set down. He whitewashed the decadent French 
aristocracy and elevated them; he turned the pteople into a savage, 
frothing mob, the same heartless mob that Charles Dickens bor¬ 
rowed from Carlyle and in turn passed on to the Holl 5 ^ood movie 
makers. Burke set a precedent in conscious, manufactured false¬ 
hood and calumny of a people’s movement that has been dutifully 
followed even to this day. 

It was this wretched piece of writing, happily forgotten today, 
that woke Tom Paine from his scribbling and set him to writing 
Rights of Man, one of the finest statements of eighteenth century 
democratic philosophy ever formulated. 

When Paine wrote Common Sense, he was venturing into a new 
field. Not by the farthest stretch of imagination, as I have said, 
could he have imagined the consequences of his first published 
work. But settling down to Rights of Man, he had hindsight to aid 
him, and he proceeded deliberately to manufacture a document 
that would shake the whole fabric of England. It did. 

It was a miracle that Paine should have succeeded twice in creat¬ 
ing so influential a document; it would have been something more 
of a miracle if his second book touched off a revolution in a land so 
different from America. 

The difference lay in the stages of development of the two coun¬ 
tries; the psychology of the masses was different. The America to 
which Paine came had a revolutionary govenunent, the Gjntinental 
Congress, and this congress had already assumed many fimctions 
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of the state. The British government was conservative, stable, and 
fully conscious of whatever revolutionary threat existed. 

Paine finally found a courageous printer for his book. Aware of 
its content, the government allowed it to be printed with the belief 
that only the upper classes could afford to buy it. In that, however, 
they were mistaken. Rights of Man met with a response that was 
unique in English publishing history. The poor pooled pennies and 
dug into meagre savings to buy the book. Like an underground 
manifesto, it was passed from hand to hand, even when it became a 
crime to be found with Rights of Man in one’s possession. It was 
pubh'shed in two parts, each tremendously successful; but when we 
attempt to estimate the numbers of copies sold, we run into the 
same difficulties we encountered with Common Sense. I would guess 
that the expensive edition sold close to 100,000 copies. Cheap edi¬ 
tions were gotten out in Scotland and Wales; extracts from the 
book were printed in pamphlet form. 

The book became a bible to thousands of men who dreamed of a 
free England. In case after case in that period, when men were be¬ 
ing tried for treason or for what was called treason by the British 
Crown, we find offered as damning evidence to the jury the fact that 
these men possessed a copy of Rights of Man. 

Of Jordan, the man who published Rights of Man and stood by 
it when the government charged that it was seditious, too little is 
known. He must have been a brave and forthright man, one of the 
many Englishmen who believed in the things Paine said and loved 
him for what he was. He answered the govermnent’s charges, allow¬ 
ing Paine to escape to France. Undoubtedly, Paine hoped to return, 
to find the English populace ready and waiting; but he never re¬ 
turned; when he left England in 1792, he left it forever. 

And the pitiful, abortive little revolution that Paine had brewed 
in England fell to pieces. Three generations would pass before even 
a small part of the things Paine pleaded for in his book came to that 
tight little isle. 

Yet one cannot say that the book had no effect. It shook the gov¬ 
ernment; it set thousands of people to thinking. It stirred the cur¬ 
rents in what had been placid water, and once stirred, those 
currents never stilled themselves. And not only in England, but 
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everywhere men longed for freedom, Rights of Man became an in¬ 
spiration and a hope. 

Just a word should be said about the fact that part one of Rights 
of Man was dedicated to George Washington. This dedication 
takes on added interest in light of the circumstance that years 
later Paine wrote a letter damning Washington in the strongest 
terms he knew. Note that here Paine gives ample evidence of the 
love and consideration in which he held the American President, 
and indeed there was no man on earth Paine considered more 
highly. Only when, after many years, separated from America by 
thousands of miles, Paine saw the rise of the party of reaction and 
the beginnings of the Federalist plot, did his esteem begin to 
waiver. And he finally lost faith when, in his hour of direst need, 
the American government abandoned him. Of that, more later. 

So here is Rights of Man, a book which for more than a century 
and a half has pointed out paths in democratic government, and 
which even today would be considered radical by many. 


Rights of Man 

TO 

GEORGE WASfflNGTON 

PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 


Sir, 

I present you a smaD Treatise in defence of those Principles of Freedom 
which your exemplary Virtue hath so eminently contributed to establish. ThxU 
the Rights of Man may become as universal as your Benevolence can wish, and 
that you may enjoy the Happiness of seeing the New World regenerate the 
Old, is the prayer of 

Sir, 

Your much obliged, and 

Obedient humble Servant, 


THOMAS PAINE. 
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PART THE FIRST 

Among the incivilities by which nations or individuals provoke and irri¬ 
tate each other, Mr. Burke^s pamphlet on the French Revolution is an 
extraordinary instance. Neither the people of France, nor the National 
Assembly, were troubling themselves about the affairs of England; or the 
English Parliament; and why Mr. Burke should commence an unpro¬ 
voked attack upon them, both in Parliament and in public, is a conduct 
that cannot be pardoned on the score of manners, nor justified on that 
of pohcy. 

There is scarcely an epithet of abuse to be found in the English lan¬ 
guage, with which Mr. Burke has not loaded the French Nation and the 
National Assembly. Everything which rancour, prejudice, ignorance or 
knowledge could suggest, is poured forth in the copious fury of near four 
himdred pages. In the strain and on the plan Mr. Burke was writing, he 
might have written on to as many thousands. When the tongue or the 
pen is let loose in a phrenzy of passion, it is the man, and not the subject, 
that becomes exhausted. 

Hitherto Mr. Burke has been mistaken and disappointed in the opm- 
ions he had formed of the affairs of France; but such is the ingenuity of 
his hope, or the malignancy of his de^r, that it furmshes him with 
new pretences to go on. There was a time when it was impossible to make 
Mr. Burke believe there would be any Revolution in France. His opinion 
then was, that the French had neither ^irit to undertake it nor fortitude 
to support it; and now that there is one, be seeks an escape by condemn¬ 
ing it. 

Not sufficiently content with abusing the National Assembly, a great 
part of his work is taken up with abusing Dr. Price (one of the best- 
hearted men that lives) and the two sodetles in England known by the 
name of the Revolution Society and the Society for Constitutional In¬ 
formation. 

Dr. Price had preached a sermon on the 4th of November, 1789, being 
the anniversary of what is called in England the Revolution, which took 
place 1688. Mr. Burke, ^jeaking of this sermon, says, ‘The political 
Divine proceeds dogmaUcally to assert, that by the principles of the 
Revolution, the people of England have acquired three fundamental 
rights: 

1. To choose their own governors. 

2. To cashier them for misconduct. 

3. To frame a government for ourselves." 
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Dr. Price does not say that the right to do these things exists in this 
or in that person, or in this or in that description of persons, but that it 
exists in the whole; that it is a right resident in the Nation. Mr. Burke, 
on the contrary, denies that such a right exists in the Nation, either in 
whole or in part, or that it exists anywhere; and, what is still more 
strange and marvellous, he says, ‘‘that the people of England utterly dis¬ 
claim such a right, and that they will resist the practical assertion of it 
with their lives and fortunes.” That men should take up arms and spend 
their lives and fortunes, not to maintain their rights, but to maintain 
they have not rights, is an entirely new species of discovery, and suited 
to the paradoxical genius of Mr. Burke. 

The method which Mr. Burke takes to prove that the people of Eng¬ 
land have no such rights, and that such rights do not now exist in the 
Nation, either in whole or in part, or anywhere at aD, is of the same mar¬ 
vellous and monstrous kind with what he has already said; for his argu¬ 
ments are that the persons, or the generation of persons, in whom they 
did exist, are dead, and with them the right is dead also. To prove this, 
he quotes a declaration made by parliament about a hundred years ago, 
to William and Mary, in these words: “The Lords Spiritual and Tem¬ 
poral, and Commons, do, in the name of the people aforesaid [meaning 
the people of England then living], most humbly and faithfully submit 
themselves, their heirs and posterities, for ever.” He also quotes a clause 
of another act of Parliament made in the same reign, the terms of which, 
he says, “bind us [meaning the people of that day], our heirs and our 
posterity, to them, their heirs and posterity, to the end of time.” 

Mr. Burke conceives his point sufficiently established by producing 
those clauses, which he enforces by saying that they exclude the right of 
the Nation for ever. And not yet content with making such declarations, 
repeated over and over again, he farther says, “that if the people of Eng¬ 
land possessed such a right before the Revolution [which he acknowl¬ 
edges to have been the case, not only in England, but throughout Europe, 
at an early period], yet that the English Nation did, at the time of the 
Revolution, most solemnly renounce and abdicate it, for themselves, and 
for all their posterity, for everj* 

As Mr. Burke occasionally applies the poison drawn from his horrid 
principles (if it is not prophanation to call them by the name of princi¬ 
ples) not only to the English Nation, but to the French Revolution and 
the National Assembly, and charges that august, Dluminated and illumi¬ 
nating body of men with the epithet of usurpers, I shall, sans ctrimome, 
place another system of principles in o(^x>sition to his. 
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The English Parliament of 1688 did a certain thing, which, for them¬ 
selves and their constituents, they had a right to do, and which it ap¬ 
peared right should be done: but, in addition to this right, which they 
possessed by delegation, they set up another right by assumption, that 
of bin<hng and controuling posterity to the end of time. The case, there¬ 
fore, divides itself into two parts; the right which they possessed by dele- 
g^on, and the right which they set up by assumption. The first is ad¬ 
mitted; but with respect to the second, I reply— 

There never did, there never will, and there never can, exist a Parlia¬ 
ment, or any description of men, or any generation of men, in any coun¬ 
try, possessed of the right or the power of binding and controuling pos¬ 
terity to the "end of time/* or of commanding for ever how the world 
shall be governed, or who shall govern it; and therefore all such clauses, 
acts or declarations by which the makers of them attempt to do what 
they have neither the right nor the power to do, nor the power to execute, 
are in themselves null and void. Every age and generation must be as free 
to act for itself in all cases as the ages and generations which preceded 
it. The vanity and presumption of governing beyond the grave is the most 
ridiculous and insolent of all t 3 rrannies. Man has no property in man; 
neither has any generation a property in the generations which are to 
follow. The Parliament or the people of 1688, or of any other period, had 
no more right to dispose of the people of the present day, or to bind or 
to controul them in any shape whatever, than the Parliament or the peo¬ 
ple of the present day have to dispose of, bind or controul those who are 
to live a hundred or a thousand years hence. Every generation is, and 
must be, competent to all the purposes which its occasions require. It is 
the living, and not the dead, that are to be accommodated. When man 
ceases to be, his power and his wants cease with him; and having no 
longer any participation in the concerns of this world, he has no longer 
any authority in directing who shall be its governors, or how its Govern¬ 
ment shall be organised, or how administered. 

I am not conteiKling for nor against any form of Government, nor for 
nor against any party, here or elsewhere. That which a whole Nation 
chooses to do, it has a ri^t to do. Mr. Burke says. No. Wliere, then, docs 
the right exist? I am contending for the rights of the living, and against 
their being willed away, and controuled and contracted for, by the man¬ 
uscript assumed authority of the dead; and Mr. Burke is contending for 
the authority of the dead over the rights and freedom of the living. There 
was a time when Kings di^X)sed of their Crowns by will upon their death¬ 
beds, and consigned the people, like beasts of the field, to whatever sue- 
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cessor they appointed. This is now so exploded as scarcely to be remem¬ 
bered, and so monstrous as hardly to be believed; but the Parliamentary 
clauses upon which Mr. Burke builds his poliUcal church are of the same 
nature. 

The laws of every country must be analogous to some common prin¬ 
ciple. In England no parent or master, nor all the authority of Parlia¬ 
ment, omnipotent as it has called itself, can bind or controul the personal 
freedom even of an individual beyond the age of twenty-one years. On 
what ground of right, then, could the Parliament of 1688, or any other 
Pari lament, bind all posterity for ever? 

Those who have quitted the world, and those who are not yet a^ived 
at it, are as remote from each other as the utmost stretch of mortal imagi¬ 
nation can conceive. What possible obligation, then, can exist between 
them; what rule or principle can be laid down that of two non-entiti^, 
the one out of existence and the other not in, and who never can meet in 
this world, the one should controul the other to the end of time? 

In England it is said that money cannot be taken out of the pockets 
of the people without their consent But who authorised, or who could 
authorise, the Parliament of 1688 to controul and take away the freedom 
of posterity (who were not in existence to give or to withhold their con¬ 
sent), and limit and confine their right of acting in certain cases for ever? 

A greater absurdity cannot present itself to the understanding of man 
than what Mr. Burke offers to his readers. He tells them, and he tells the 
world to come, that a certain body of men who existed a hundred years ago, 
made a law, and that there does not now exist in the Nation, nor ever will, 
nor ever can, a power to alter it. Under how many subtilties or absurdities 
has the divine right to govern been imposed on the credulity of mankind! 
Mr. Burke has discovered a new one, and he has shortened his journey 
to Rome by appealing to the power of this infallible Parliament of former 
days; and he produces what it has done as of divine authority, for that 
power must ceitainly be more than human which no human power to the 
end of time can alter. 

But Mr. Burke has done some service, not to his cause, but to his 
country, by bringing those clauses into public view. They serve to demon¬ 
strate how necessary it is at all times to watch against the attempted 
encroachment of power, and to prevent its running to excess. It is some¬ 
what extraordinary that the offence for which James H. was expelled, 
that of setting up power by assumption, should be re-acted, under an¬ 
other shape and form, by the Parliament that expelled him. It shows that 
the rights of man were but imperfectly understood at the Revolution; for 
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certain it is that the right which that Parliament set up by assumption 
(for by delegation it had it not, and could not have it, because none could 
give it) over the persons and freedom of posterity for ever, was of the 
same tyrannical unfounded kind which James attempted to set up over 
the Parliament and the Nation, and for which he was expelled. The only 
difference is (for in principle they differ not) that the one was an usurper 
over the living, and the other over the unborn; and as the one has no 
better authority to stand upon than the other, both of them must be 
equally null and void, and of no effect. 

From what, or from whence, does Mr. Burke prove the right of any 
human power to bind posterity for ever? He has produced his clauses, 
but he must produce also his proofs that such a right existed, and show 
how it existed. If it ever existed it must now exist, for whatever apper¬ 
tains to the nature of man cannot be annihilated by man. It is the nature 
of man to die, and he will continue to die as long as he continues to be 
bom. But Mr. Burke has set up a sort of political Adam, in whom all 
posterity are bound for ever; he must, therefore, prove that his Adam 
possessed such a power, or such a right. 

The weaker any cord is the less will it bear to be stretched, and the 
worse is the policy to stretch it, unless it is intended to break it. Had 
any one proposed the overthrow of Mr. Burke’s positions, he would have 
proceeded as Mr. Burke has done. He would have magnified the authori¬ 
ties, on purpose to have called the fight of them into question; and the 
instant the question of right was started, the authorities must have been 
given up. 

It requires but a very smaU ^ance of thought to perceive that altho’ 
laws made in one generation often continue in force through succeeding 
generations, yet that they continue to derive their force from the consent 
of the living. A law not repealed continues in force, not because it cannot 
be repealed, but because it is not repealed; and the non-repealing passes 
for consent. 

But Mr. Burke’s clauses have not even this qualification in their fa¬ 
vour. They become null, by attempting to become immortal. The nature 
of them precludes consent They destroy the right which they might have, 
by grounding it on a right which they cannot have. Immortal power is not 
a human right, and therefore cannot be a right of Parliament. The Parlia¬ 
ment of 1688 might as well have passed an act to have authorized them¬ 
selves to live for ever, as to make their authority live for ever. All, there¬ 
fore, that be said of those clauses is that they are a formality of words, 
of as much import as if those who used them had addressed a congratula- 
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tion to themselves, and in the oriental stile of antiquity had said: O Par- 

liament, live for ever I . « • j * 1 . 

The circumstances of the world arc continually changing, and the 

opinions of men change also; and as Government is for Uving, ^d 
not for the dead, it is the living only that has any right m it. That whi^ 
may be thought right and found convenient in one age may be thought 
wrong and found inconvenient in another. In such cases, Who is to de¬ 
cide, the living, or the dead? 

As almost one hundred pages of Mr. Burke’s book are employed upon 
fhw clauses, it will consequently follow that if the clauses themselves, 
so far as they set up an assumed usurped dominion over posterity fw 
ever are unauthoritative, and in their nature null and void; that all to 
voluminous inferences, and declamation drawn therefrom, or founded 
thereon, are null and void also; and on this ground I rest the mat- 
ter. 

We now come more particularly to the affairs of Fr^ce. Mr. Burke s 
book has the appearance of being written as instruction to the French 
Nation; but if I may permit myself the use of an extravagant metaphor, 
suited to the extravagance of the case, It is da r k n ess attempting to illu¬ 
minate light 

While I am writing this there are accidentally before me some pro¬ 
posals for a declaration of rights by the Marquis de la Fayette (I ask his 
pardon for using his former address, and do it only for distinction’s sake) 
to the National Assembly, on the 11th of July, 1789, three days before 
the laUng of the Bastille; and I cannot but remark with astonishment 
bow opposite the sources are from which that gentleman and Mr. Burke 
draw their principles. Instead of referring to musty records and moul^ 
p-^ rrhmonK to pTOVc that the rights of the living are lost, “renounced 
and abdicated for ever,” by those who are now no more, as Mr. Burke has 
done, M. de la Fayette ap^es to the living world, and emphatically says, 
‘^Call to mind the sentiments which Nature has engraved in the heart o 
every citizen, and which take a new force when they are solemnly recog¬ 
nised by all: For a Nation to love Liberty, it is sufiBcient that she knov« 
it; and to be free, it is sufiBcient that riie wills it.” How dry, barren, an 
obscure is the source from which Mr. Burke labours; and how mefifec- 
tual, though gay with flowers, are all to declamation and his arguments 
compared with these clear, concise, and soul-animating sentimentsi Few 
and short as they are, they lead to a vast field of generous and mai^ 
thinking, and do not finish, like Mr. Burke’s periods, with music in the 
car, and nothing in the heart. 
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As I have introduced M. de la Fayette, I will take the Uberty of adding 
an anecdote respecting his farewell address to the Congress of America in 
1783, which occurred fresh to my mind, when I saw Mr. Burke’s thun¬ 
dering attack on the French Revolution. M. de la Fayette went to Amer¬ 
ica at an early period of the war, and continued a volunteer in her service 
to the end. His conduct through the whole of that enterprise is one of 
the most extraordinary that is to be found in the history of a young man, 
scarcely then twenty years of age. Situated in a country that was like the 
lap of sensual pleasure, and with the means of enjoying it, how few are 
there to be found who would exchange such a scene for the woods and 
wildernesses of America, and pass the flowery years of youth in unprofita¬ 
ble danger and hardshipl But such is the fact. When the war ended, and 
he was on the point of taking his final departure, he presented himself to 
Congress, and contemplating, in his affectionate farewell, the Revolution 
he had seen, expressed himself in these words: “May this great monu¬ 
ment raised to Liberty, serve as a lesson to the oppressor, and an exam¬ 
ple to the oppressed!” When this address came to the hands of Dr. 
Franklin, who was then in France, he applied to Count Vergennes to have 
it inserted in the French Gazette, but never could obtain his consent. 
The fact was that Count Vergennes was an aristocratical despot at home, 
and dreaded the example of the American Revolution in France, as cer¬ 
tain other persons now dread the example of the French Revolution in 
England; and Mr. Burke’s tribute of fear (for in this light his book must 
be considered) runs parallel with Count Vergennes’ refusal. But to return 
more particularly to his work— 

“We have seen,” says Mr. Burke, “the French rebel against a mild 
and lawful Monarch, with more fury, outrage, and insult, than any peo¬ 
ple ha^»? been known to rise against the most illegal usurper, or the most 
sanguinary tyrant.” This is one among a thousand other instances, in 
which Mr. Burke shows that he is ignorant of the springs and principles 
of the French Revolution. 

It was not against Louis XVI., but against the despotic principles of 
the government, that the Nation revolted. These principles had not their 
origin in him, but in the original establishment, many centuries back; 
and they were become too deeply rooted to be removed, and the Augean 
stable of parasites and plunderers too abominably filthy to be cleansed, 
by anything short of a complete and universal Revolution. When it be¬ 
comes necessary to do a thing, the whole heart and soul should go into 
the measure, or not attempt it. That crisis was then arrived, and there 
remained no choice but to act with determined vigour, or not to act at 


104 SELECTED WORK OF TOM PAINE 

all. The King was known to be the friend of the Nation, and this ciitnim- 
stance was favourable to the enterprise. Perhaps no man bred up in the 
stvle of an absolute King, ever possessed a heart so little disposed to the 
exercise of that species of power as the present King of France. But the 
principles of the Government itself still remained the same. The Monarch 
and the Monarchy were distinct and separate things; and it was agaii^ 
the established despotism of the latter, and not against the person or pnn- 
ciples of the former, that the revolt commenced, and the Revolution has 
been carried. 

Mr Burke does not attend to the distinction between men and prin¬ 
ciples; and, therefore, he does not see that a revolt may take place against 
the despotism of the latter, whUe there lies no charge of despotism against 

the former. . 1 . 

The natural moderation of Louis XVI. contributed nothing to alter the 

hereditary despotism of the Monarchy. AH the tyrannies of former reigns, 
acted under that hereditary despotism, were still liable to be revived m 
the hands of a successor. It was not the respite of a reign that would sat¬ 
isfy France, enlightened as she then was become. A casual discontinuance 
of the practice of despotism, is not a discontinuance oi its^nciples; the 
former depends on the virtue of the individual who is in immediate i»s- 
session of the power; the latter, on the virtue and fortitude of the nation. 
In the case of Charles I. and James H. of England, the revolt was against 
the personal despotism of the men; whereas in France, it was against the 
hereditary despotism of the established government. But men who can 
consign over the rights of posterity for ever on the authority of a moiddy 
parchment, like Mr. Burke, are not qualified to judge of this Revolution. 
It takes in a field too vast for their views to explore, and proceeds with 
a mightiness of reason they cannot keep pace with. 

But there are many points of view in which this Revolution may be 
considered. When despotism has esUblished itself for ages in a country, 
as in France, it is not in the person of the King only that it resides. It 
the appearance of being so in show, and in nominal authority; but it a 
not so in practice and in fact. It has its standard eveiywhere. Every o 
fice and department has its despotism, founded upon custom and <^8®- 
Every place has its Bastille, and every Bastille its despot. The originm 
hereditary despotism resident in the person of the King, divides and sub¬ 
divides itself into a thousand shapes and forms, till at last the whole o 
it is acted by depuUtion. This was the case in France; and against ^ 
species of despotism, proceeding on through an endless labyrinth of ofoce 
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tin the source of it is scarcely perceptible, there is do mode of redress. 
It strengthens itself by assuming the appearance of duty, and tyrannises 
under the pretence of obe 3 dng. 

When a man reflects on the condition which France was in from the 
nature of her Government, he will see other causes for revolt than those 
which immediately connect themselves with the person or character of 
Louis XVI. There were, if I may so express it, a thousand despotisms to 
be reformed in France, which had grown up under the hereditary des¬ 
potism of the monarchy, and became so rooted as to be in great meas¬ 
ure independent of it Between the Monarchy, the Parliament, and the 
Church, there was a rivalship of despotism; besides the feudal despotism 
operating locally, and the ministerial despotism operating everywhere. 
But Mr. Burke, by considering the King as the only possible object of a 
revolt, speaks as if France was a viflage, in which everything that passed 
must be known to its commanding officer, and no oppression could be 
acted but what he could immediately controul. Mr. Burke might have 
been in the Bastille his whole life, as well under Louis XVI. as Louis 


XIV., and neither the one nor the other have known that such a man as 
Mr. Burke existed. The despotic principles of the Government were the 
same in both reigns, though the dispositions of the men were as remote 
as tyranny and benevolence. 

What Mr. Burke considers as a reproach to the French Revolution 
(that of bringing it forward under a reign more mfld than the preceding 
ones) is one of its highest honours. The RevoluUons that have taken 
place in other European countries, have been excited by personal hatr^. 
The rage was against the man, and he became the victim. But, m the in¬ 
stance of France we see a revolution generated in the rationd contem¬ 
plation of the rights of man, and distinguishing from the beginning be¬ 
tween persons and principles. ... . . . 

But Mr Burke appears to have no idea of prinaples when he is con¬ 
templating Governments. “Ten years ago,” saj^ he, “I could have felici¬ 
tated France on her having a Government, without inquiring what the 
nature of that Government was, or how it was administered.” Is this the 
language of a rational man? Is it the language of a heart feeli^ as it 
ought to feel for the rights and happiness of the human r^e? On this 
ground Mr Burke must compliment all the Governments m the world, 
while the victims who suffer under them, whether sold into slavery, or 
tortured out of existence, are whoUy forgotten. It is ^wer, ^d not prin¬ 
ciples, that Mr. Burke venerates; and under this abommable depravi y 


106 SELECTED WORK OF TOM PAINE 

be is disqualified to judge between them. Thus much for his opinion as 
to the occasions of the French RevoluUon. I now proceed to other con- 
siderations. 

I know a place in America called Point-no-Point, because as you pro- 
ceed along the shore, gay and flowery as Mr. Burke’s language, it con- 
tinually recedes and presents itself at a distance before you; but when 
you have got as far as you can go, there is no point at aU. Just thus it b 
with Mr. Burke’s three hundred and fifty-six pages. It is therefore diffi¬ 
cult to reply to him. But as the points he wishes to establish may be in¬ 
ferred from what he abuses, it is in his paradoxes that we must look for 
his arguments. 

As to the tragic paintings by which Mr. Burke has outraged his own 
imagination, and seeks to work upon that of his readers, they are very 
well calculated for theatrical representation, where facts are manufac¬ 
tured for the sake of show, and accommodated to produce, through 
the weakness of sympathy, a weeping effect. But Mr. Burke should recol¬ 
lect that he is writing history, and not plays, and that his readers will 
expect truth, and not the spouting rant of high-toned exclamation. 

When we see a man dramatically lamenting in a publication intended 
to be believed that ''The age of chivalry is gone/ that The glory of Europe 
is extinguished for ever/ that the unbought grace of life (if any one 
knows what it is), the cheap defence of nations, the nurse of manly senti¬ 
ment and heroic enterprise is gone/'' and all this because the Quixote 
age of chivalry nonsense is gone, what opinion can we form of his judg¬ 
ment, or what regard can we pay to his facts? In the rhapsody of his 
imagination he has discovered a world of windmills, and his sorrows are 
that there are no Quixotes to attack them. But if the age of Aristocracy, 
like that of Chivalry, should fall (and they had originally some connec¬ 
tion), Mr. Burke, the trumpeter of the order, may continue his parody 
to the end, and finish with exclaiming: "Othello's occupation's gone/ 

Notwithstanding Mr. Burke's horrid paintings, when the French 
Revolution is compared with the Revolutions of other countries, the 
astonishment will be that it is marked with so few sacrifices; but this 
astonishment will cease when we reflect that principles, and not persons, 
were the meditated objects of destruction. The mind of the nation was 
acted upon by a higher stimulus than what the consideration of persons 
could inspire, and sought a higher conquest than could be produced by 
the downfall of an enemy. Among the few who fell there do not appear 
to be any that were intentionally singled out. They all of them had their 
fate in the circumstances of the moment, and were not pursued with that 
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long, cold-blooded, unabated revenge which pursued the unfortunate 
Scotch in the affair of 1745. 

Through the whole of Mr. Burke’s book I do not observe that the 
Bastille is mentioned more than once, and that with a kind of implication 
as if he were sorry it was pulled down, and wished it were built up again. 
“We have rebuilt Newgate,” says he, “and tenanted the mansion; and 
we have prisons almost as strong as the Bastille for those who dare to 
libel the Queens of France.” As to what a madman like the person called 

Lord G_G-might say, to whom Newgate is rather a bedlam than 

a prison, it is unworthy a rational consideration. It was a madman that 
libelled, and that is sufficient apology; and it afforded an opportunity 
for confining him, which was the thing that was wished for. But certain 
it is that Mr. Burke, who does not call himself a madman (whatever 
other people may do), has libelled in the most unprovoked manner, and 
in the grossest stUe of the most vulgar abuse, the whole representative 
authority of France, and yet Mr. Burke takes his seat in the British 
House of Commonsl From his violence and his grief, his silence on some 
points and excess on others, it is difficult not to beheve that Mr. Burke 
is sorry, extremely sorry, that arbitrary power, the power of the Pope and 
the Bastille, are pulled down. 

Not one glance of compassion, not one commiserating reflection that 
I can find throughout his book, has he bestowed on those who lingered 
out the most wretched of Uves, a life without hope in the most miserable 
of prisons. It is painful to behold a man em{rfoying his ^ents to corrupt 
himself. Nature has been kinder to Mr. Burke than he is to her. He is not 
affected by the reality of distress touching his heart, but by the showy 
resemblance of it striking his imagination. He pities the plumage, but 
forgets the dying bird. Accustomed to kiss the aristocratical hand that 
hath purloined him from himself, he degenerates into a composition of 
art, and the genuine soul of nature forsakes him. His hero or his heroine 
must be a tragedy-victim expiring in show, and not the real prisoner of 
misery, sliding into death in the silence of a dungeon. 

As Mr. Burke has passed over the whole transaction of the Bastille 
(and his silence is nothing in his favour), and has entertained his read¬ 
ers with reflections on supposed facts distorted into real falsehoods, I will 
give, since he has not, some account of the circumstances which preceded 
that transaction. They will serve to show that less mischief could scarcely 
have accompanied such an event when considered with the treacherous 
and hostile aggravations of the enemies of the Revolution. 

The mind can hardly jMCture to itself a more tremendous scene than 
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what the dty of Paris exhibited at the time of taking the Bastille, and 
for two days before and after, nor conceive the possibility of its quieting 
so soon. At a distance this transaction has appeared only as an act of 
heroism standing on itself, and the close political connection it had with 
the Revolution is lost in the brilliancy of the achievement. But we are to 
consider it as the strength of the parties brought man to man, and con¬ 
tending for the issue. The Bastille was to be either the prize or the prison 
of the assailants. The downfall of it included the idea of the downfall of 
despotism, and this compounded image was become as figuratively united 
as Bunyan’s Doubting Castle and Giant Despair. 

The National Assembly, before and at the time of taking the Bastille, 
was sitting at Versailles, twelve miles distance from Paris. About a week 
before the rising of the Parisians, and their taking the Bastille, it was 
discovered that a plot was forming, at the head of which was the Count 
d’Artois, the king’s youngest brother, for demolishing the National As¬ 
sembly, seizing its members, and thereby crushing, by a coup de main, 
all hopes and prospects of forming a free government. For the sake of 
humanity, as well as of freedom, it is well this plan did not succeed. Ex¬ 
amples are not wanting to show how dreadfully vindictive and cruel are 
all old Governments, when they are successful against what they call a 
revolt. 

This plan must have been some time in contemplation; because, in 
order to carry it into execution, it was necessary to collect a large mili¬ 
tary force round Paris, and cut off the communication between that city 
and the National Assembly at Versailles. The troops destined for this 
service were chiefly the foreign troops in the pay of France, and who, for 
this particular purpose, were drawn from the distant provinces where 
they were then stationed. When they were collected to the amount of 
about twenty-five and thirty thousand, it was judged time to put the 
plan in execution. The ministry who were then in office, and who were 
friendly to the Revolution, were instantly dismissed and a new ministry 
formed of those who had concerted the project, among whom was Count 
de Broglio, and to his share was given the command of those troops. The 
character of this man as described to me in a letter which I communicated 
to Mr. Burke before he began to write his book, and from an authority 
which Mr. Burke well knows was good, was that of “a high-flying aris¬ 
tocrat, cool, and capable of every mischief.” 

While these matters were agitating, the National Assembly stood in 
the most perilous and critical situation that a body of men can be sup- 
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posed to act in. They were the devoted victims, and they knew it. They 
had the hearts and wishes of their country on their side, but military au¬ 
thority they had none. The guards of Broglio surrounded the hall where 
the assemby sat, ready, at the word of command, to seize their persons, 
as had been done the year before to the Parliament of Paris. Had the 
National Assembly deserted their trust, or had they exhibited signs of 
weakness or fear, their enemies had been encouraged and the country 
depressed. When the situation they stood in, the cause they were engaged 
in and the crisis then ready to burst, which was to determine their per¬ 
sonal and political fate and that of their country, and probably of Eu¬ 
rope, are taken into one view, none but a heart callous with prejudice or 
corrupted by dependence can avoid interesting itself in their success. 

The Archbishop of Vienne was at this time president of the National 
Assembly—a person too old to undergo the scene that a few days or a 
few hours might bring forth. A man of more activity and greater forti¬ 
tude was necessary, and the National Assembly chose (under the form 
of a vice-president, for the presidency stiD resided in the Archbishop) 
M. de la Fayette; and this is the only instance of a vice-president being 
chosen. It was at the moment that this storm was pending (July 11th) 
that a declaration of rights was brought forward by M. de la Fayette; 
and is the same which is alluded to in page 17. It was hastily drawn up, 
and makes only a part of the more extensive declaration of rights agreed 
upon and adopted afterwards by the National Assembly. The particular 
reason for bringing it forward at this moment (M. de la Fayette has since 
informed me) was that if the National Assembly should fail in the threat¬ 
ened destruction that then surrounded it, some traces of its principles 
might have the chance of surviving the wreck. 

Everything now was drawing to a crisis. The event was to be freedom 
or slavery. On one side, an army of nearly thirty thousand men; on the 
other, an unarmed body of citizens; for the citizens of Paris, on whom 
the National Assembly must then immediately depend, were as unarmed 
and as undisciplined as the citizens of London are now. The French 
guards had given strong symptoms of their being attached to the national 
cause; but their numbers were small, not a tenth part of the force that 
Broglio commanded, and their officers were in the interest of Broglio. 

Matters being now ripe for execution, the new ministry made their 
appearance in office. The reader will carry in his mind that the Bastille 
was taken the 14th of July; the point of time I am now speaking to is the 
12th. Immediately on the news of the change of ministry reaching Paris, 
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in the afternoon, all the playhouses and places of entertainment, drops 
and houses, were shut up. The change of ministry was considered as the 
prelude of hostilities, and the opinion was rightly founded. 

The foreign troops began to advance towards the city. The Prince de 
Lambesc, who commanded a body of German cavalry, approached by 
the Palace of Louis XV., which connects itself with some of the streets. In 
his mardi, he insulted and struck an old man with his sword. The French 
are remarkable for their respect to old age; and the insolent with which 
it appeared to be done, uniting with the general fermentation they were 
in, produced a powerful effect, and a cry of “To armsl To armsl spread 
itself in a moment over the city. 

Arms they had none, nor scarcely any who knew the u^ of them; but 
desperate resolution, when every hope is at stake, supplies, for a while, 
the want of arms. Near where the Prmce de Lambesc was drawn up, were 
large piles of stones collected for building the new bridge, and with these 
the people attacked the cavalry. A party of the French guards, upon 
hearing the firing, rushed from their quarters and joined the people; 
and night coming on, the cavalry retreated. 

The streets of Paris, being narrow, are favourable for defence, and the 
loftiness of the houses, consisting of many stories, from which ^eat 
annoyance might be given, secured them against nocturnal enterprises; 
and the night was spent in providing themselves with every sort of weapon 
they could makp or procure: guns, swords, blacksmiths’ hammers, car¬ 
penters’ a.xes, iron crows, pikes, halberts, pitchforks, spits, clubs, etc., etc. 
The incredible numbers in which they assembled the next morning, and 
the still more incredible resolution they exhibited, embarrassed and aston¬ 
ished their enemies. Little did the new ministry expect such a salute. 
Accustomed to slavery themselves, they had no idea that Liberty was 
capable of such inspiration, or that a body of unarmed citizens would 
dare to face the military force of thirty thousand men. Every moment of 
this day was employed in collecting arms, concerting plans, and arrang¬ 
ing themselves into the best order which such an instantaneous move¬ 
ment could afford. Broglio continued lying round the city, but made no 
farther advances this day, and the succeeding night passed with as much 
tranquillity as such a scene could possibly admit 

But defence only was not the object of the citizens. They had a cause 
at stake, on which depended their freedom or their slavery. They every 
moment expected an attack, or to hear of one made on the National As¬ 
sembly; and in such a situation, the most prompt measures are some¬ 
times the best. The object that now presented itself was the Bastille; 
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and the Sclat of carrying such a fortress in the face of such an army, 
could not fail to strike a terror into the new ministry, who had scarcely 
yet had time to meet. By some intercepted correspondence, it was dis¬ 
covered that the Mayor of Paris, M. Defflesselles, who appeared to be in 
the interest of the citizens, was betraying them; from this discovery, 
there remained no doubt that Broglio would reinforce the Bastille the 
ensuing evening. It was therefore necessary to attack it that day; but 
before this could be done, it was first necessary to procure a better supply 
of arms than they were then possessed of. 

There was, adjoining to the city, a large magazine of arms deposited 
at the Hospital of the Invalids, which the citizens summoned to sur¬ 
render; and as the place was not defensible, nor attempted much defence, 
they soon succeeded. Thus supplied, they marched to attack the Bastille; 
a vast mixed multitude of all ages, and of all degrees, armed with all 
sorts of weapons. Imagination would fail in describing to itself the 
appearance of such a procession, and of the anxiety for the events which 
a few hours or few minutes might produce. What plans the ministry was 
forming, were as unknown to the p)e(^le within the city, as what the citi¬ 
zens were doing was unknown to the ministry; and what movements 
Broglio might make for the support or relief of the place, were to the 
citizens equally as unknown. All was m 3 ^tery and hazard. 

That the Bastille was attacked with an enthusiasm of heroism, such 
only as the highest animation of Liberty could inspire, and carried in the 
space of a few hours, is an event which the world is fully possessed of. I 
am not undertaking a detail of the attack, but bringing into view the 
conspiracy against the nation which provoked it, and which fell with the 
Bastille. The prison to which the new ministry were dooming the Na¬ 
tional Assembly, in addition to its being the high altar and castle of 
despotism, became the proper object to begin with. This enterprise 
broke up the new ministry, who began now to fly from the ruin they had 
prepared for others. The troops of Broglio dispersed, and himself fled 
also. 

Mr. Burke has spoken a great deal about plots, but he has never once 
spoken of this plot against the National Assembly, and the liberties of 
the Nation; and that he might not, he has passed over all the circum¬ 
stances that might throw it in his way. The exiles who have fled from 
France, whose case he so much interests himself in, and from whom he 
has had his lesson, fled in consequence of the miscarriage of this plot 
No plot was formed against them; they were plotting against others; and 
those who fell, met, not unjustly, the punishment they were preparing 
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to execute. But will Mr. Burke say, that if this plot, contrived with the 
subtilty of an ambuscade, had succeeded, the successful party would 
have restrained their wrath so soon? Let the history of all old Govern¬ 
ments answer the question. 

Whom has the National Assembly brought to the scaffold? None. 
They were themselves the devoted victims of this plot, and they have 
not retaliated; why, then, are they charged with revenge they have not 
acted? In the tremendous breaking forth of a whole people, in which all 
degrees, tempers, and characters are confounded, delivering themselves 
by a miracle of exertion from the destruction meditated against them, is 
it to be expected that nothing will happen? When men are sore with the 
sense of oppressions, and menaced with the prospect of new ones, is the 
calmness of philosophy or the palsy of insensibility to be looked for? Mr. 
Burke exclaims against outrage; yet the greatest is that which himself 
has committed. His book is a volume of outrage, not apologised for by 
the impulse of a moment, but cherished through a space of ten months; 
yet Mr. Burke had no provocation, no life, no interest at stake. 

More of the citizens fell in this struggle than of their opponents; but 
four or five persons were seized by the populace and instantly put to 
death; the Governor of the Bastille, and the Mayor of Paris, who was 
detected in the act of betraying them; and afterwards Foulon, one of the 
new ministry, and Berthier, his son-in-law, who had accepted the office 
of intendant of Paris. Their heads were stuck upon spikes, and carried 
about the city; and it is upon this mode of punishment that Mr. Burke 
builds a great part of his tragic scenes. Let us therefore examine how 
men came by the idea of punishing in this manner. 

They learn it from the Governments they live under, and retaliate the 
punishments they have been accustomed to behold. The heads stuck 
upon spikes, which remained for years upon Temple Bar, differed noth¬ 
ing in the horror of the scene from those carried about upon spikes at 
Paris; yet this was done by the English Government. It may perhaps be 
said that it signifies nothing to a man what is done to him after he is 
dead; but it signifies much to the living; it either tortures their feelings 
or hardens their hearts, and in either case it instructs them how to punish 
when power falls into their hands. 

Lay then the axe to the root, and teach Governments humanity. It is 
their sanguinary punishments which corrupt mankind. In England the 
punishment in certain cases is by hangings drawing and quartering; the 
heart of the sufferer is cut out and held up to the view of the populace. 

In France, under the former Government, the punishments were not less 
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barbarous. WTio does not remember the execution of Damien, tom to 
pieces by horses? The effect of those cruel spectacles exhibited to the 
populace is to destroy tenderness or excite revenge; and by the base and 
false idea of governing men by terror, instead of reason, they become 
precedents. It is over the lowest class of mankind that Government by 
terror is intended to operate, and it is on them that it operates to the 
worst effect. They have sense enough to feel they are the objects aimed 
at; and they inflict in their turn the examples of terror they have been 
instructed to practise. 

There is in all European countries a large class of people of that de¬ 
scription, which in England is called the Mob, Of this class were those 
who conunitted the burnings and devastations in London in 1780, and of 
this cl a«y were those who carried the heads upon spikes in Paris. Foulon 
and Berthier were taken up in the country, and sent to Paris, to undergo 
their examination at the Hotel de Ville; for the National Assembly, im¬ 
mediately on the new ministry coming into ofi&ce, passed a decree, which 
they communicated to the King and Cabinet, that they (the National 
Assembly) would hold the ministry, of which Foulon was one, responsi¬ 
ble for the measures they were advising and pursuing; but the mob, in¬ 
censed at the appearance of Foulon and Berthier, tore them from their 
conductors before they were carried to the Hotel de Ville, and executed 
them on the spot. Why then does Mr. Burke charge outrages of this kind 
on a whole people? As well may he charge the riots and outrages of 1780 
on all the people of London, or those in Ireland on all his countrjmien. 

But everything we see or hear offensive to our feelings and derogatory 
to the human character should lead to other reflections than those of 
reproach. Even the beings who commit them have some claim to our 
consideration. How then is it that such vast classes of mankind as are 
distinguished by the appellation of the vulgar, or the ignorant nwb, are 
so numerous in all old countries? The mstant we ask ourselves this ques¬ 
tion, reflection feels an answer. They arise, as an unavoidable consequence, 
out of the in construction of all old Governments in Europe, England 
included with the rest. It is by distortedly exalting some men, that others 
are distortedly debased, till the whole is out of nature. A vast mass of 
mankind are degradedly thrown into the background of the human pic¬ 
ture, to bring forward, with greater glare, the puppet-show of State and 
Aristocracy. In the commencement of a Revolution, those men are rather 
the followers of the camp than of the standard of Liberty, and have yet 
to be instructed how to reverence it. 

I give to Mr. Burke all his theatrical exaggerations for facts, and I 
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then ask him if they do not establish the certainty of what I here lay 
down? Admitting them to be true, they show the necessity of the French 
Revolution, as much as any one thing he could have asserted. These 
outrages were not the effect of the principles of the Revolution, but of the 
degraded mind that existed before the Revolution, and which the Revolu¬ 
tion is calculated to reform. Place them then to their proper cause, and 
take the reproach of them to your own side. 

It is to the honour of the National Assembly and the city of Paris 
that, during such a tremendous scene of arms and confusion, beyond the 
controul of all authority, they have been able, by the influence of example 
and exhortation, to restrain so much. Never were more pains taken to 
instruct and enlighten mankind, and to make them see that their interest 
consisted in their virtue, and not in their revenge, than have been dis¬ 
played in the Revolution of France. I now proceed to make some re¬ 
marks on Mr. Burke's account of the expedition to Versailles, October 
the 5th and 6th. 

I cannot consider Mr. Burke’s book in any other light than a dramatic 
performance; and he must, I think, have considered it in the same light 
himself, by the poetical liberties he has taken of omitting some facts, dis¬ 
torting others, and making the whole machinery bend to produce a stage 
effect. Of this kind is his account of the exp)edition to Versailles. He begins 
this account by omitting the only facts which as causes are known to be 
true; everything beyond these is conjecture even in Paris; and he then 
works up a tale accommodated to his own passions and prejudices. 

It is to be observed throughout Mr. Burke’s book that he never speaks 
of plots against the Revolution; and it is from those plots that all the 
mischiefs have arisen. It suits his purpose to exhibit the consequences 
without their causes. It is one of the arts of the drama to do so. If the 
crimes of men were exhibited with their sufferings, the stage effect would 
sometimes be lost, and the audience would be inclined to approve where 
it was intended they should commiserate. 

After all the investigations that have been made into this intricate 
affair (the expedition to Versailles), it still remains enveloped in all 
that kind of mystery which ever accompanies events produced more from 
a concurrence of awkward circumstances than from fixed design. While 
the characters of men are forming, as is always the case in Revolutions, 
there is a reciprocal suspicion, and a disposition to misinterpret each 
other; and even parties directly opposite in principle will sometimes con¬ 
cur in pushing forward the same movement with v^ery different views, 
and with the hopes of its producing very different consequences. A great 
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deal of this may be discovered in this embarrassed affair, and yet the 
issue of the whole was what nobody had in view. 

The only things certainly known are that considerable uneasiness was 
at this time excited at Paris by the delay of the King in not sanctioning 
and forwarding the decrees of the National Assembly, particularly that 
of the Declaration of the Rights of Man, and the decrees of the fourth 
of August, which contained the foundation principles on which the con¬ 
stitution was to be erected. The kindest, and perhaps the fairest conjec¬ 
ture upon this matter is, that some of the ministers intended to make 
remarks and observations upon certain parts of them before they were 
finally sanctioned and sent to the provinces; but be this as it may, the 
enemies of the Revolution derived hope from the delay, and the friends 
of the Revolution uneasiness. 

During this state of suspense, the Garde du Corps, which was com¬ 
posed, as such regiments generally are, of persons much connected with 
the Court, gave an entertainment at Versailles (October 1) to some for¬ 
eign regiments then arrived; and when the entertainment was at the 
height, on a signal given the Garde du Corps tore the national cockade 
from their hats, trampled it under foot, and replaced it with a counter¬ 
cockade prepared for the purpose. An indignity of this kind amounted 
to defiance. It was like declaring war; and if men will give challenges 
they must expject consequences. But all this Mr. Burke has carefully kept 
out of sight. He begins his account by saying: ‘‘History will record that 
on the morning of the 6th of October, 1789, the King and Queen of 
France, after a day of confusion, alarm, dismay, and slaughter, lay down 
under the pledged security of public faith to indulge nature in a few 
hours of respite, and troubled melancholy repose.” This is neither the 
sober stile of history, nor the intention of it. It leaves everything to be 
guessed at and mistaken. One would at least think there had been a bat¬ 
tle; and a battle there probably would have been had it not been for the 
moderating prudence of those whom Mr. Burke involves in his censures. 

By his keeping the Garde du Corps out of sight Mr. Burke has afforded 
himself the dramatic licence of putting the King and Queen in their 
places, as if the object of the expedition was against them. But to return 
to my account— 

This conduct of the Garde du Corps, as might well be expected, 
alarmed and enraged the Parisians. The colours of the cause, and the 
cause itself, were become too united to mistake the intention of the insult, 
and the Parisians were determined to call the Garde du Corps to an ac¬ 
count There was certainly nothing of the cowardice of assassination in 
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marchiBg in the face of day to demand satisfaction, if such a phrase may 
be used, of a body of armed men who had voluntarily given defiance. 
But the circumstance which serves to throw this affair into embarrass¬ 
ment is, that the enemies of the Revolution appear to have encouraged it 
as well as its friends. The one hoped to prevent a civil war by checking it 
in time, and the other to make one. The hopes of those opposed to the 
Revolution rested in making the King of their party, and getting him 
from Versailles to Metz, where they expected to collect a force and set 
up a standard. We have, therefore, two different objects presenting them¬ 
selves at the same time, and to be accomplished by the same means; the 
one to chastise the Garde du Corps, which was the object of the Parisians; 
the other to render the confusion of such a scene an inducement to the 
King to set off for Metz. 

On the Sth of October a very numerous body of women, and men in 
the disguise of women, collected round the Hotel de Ville or town-hall 
at Paris, and set off for Versailles. Their professed object was the Garde 
du Corps; but prudent men readily recollect that mischief is more easily 
begun thaji ended; and this impressed itself with the more force from the 
suspicions already stated, and the irregularity of such a cavalcade. As soon, 
therefore, as a sufficient force could be collected, M. de la Fayette, by 
orders from the civil authority of Paris, set off after them at the head of 
twenty thousand of the Paris militia. The Revolution could derive no 
benefit from confusion, and its opposers might. By an amiable and spirited 
manner of address he had hitherto been fortunate in calming disquietudes, 
and in this he was extraordinarily successful; to frustrate, therefore, the 
hopes of those who might seek to improve this scene into a sort of justi¬ 
fiable necessity for the King’s quitting Versailles and withdrawing to 
Metz, and to prevent at the same time the consequences that might ensue 
between the Garde du Corps and this phalanx of men and women, he 
forwarded expresses to the King, that he was on his march to Versailles, 
by the orders of the civil authority of Paris, for the purpose of peace and 
protection, expressing at the same time the necessity of restraining the 
Garde du Corps from firing upon the people. 

He arrived at Versailles between ten and eleven at night. The Garde du 
Corps was drawn up, and the people had arrived some time before, but 
everything had remained suspended. Wisdom and policy now consisted in 
changing a scene of danger into a happy event. M. de la Fayette became 
the mediator between the enraged parties; and the King, to remove the 
uneasiness which had arisen from the delay already stated, sent for the 
President of the National Assembly, and signed the Declaration of the 
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Rights of Man, and such other parts of the Constitution as were in readi¬ 
ness. 

It was now about one in the morning. Everything appeared to be com¬ 
posed, and a general congratulation took place. By the beat of drum a 
proclamation was made that the citizens of Versailles would give the 
hospitality of their houses to their fellow-citizens of Paris. Those who 
could not be accommodated in this manner remained in the streets, or 
took up their quarters in the churches; and at two o’clock the King and 
Queen retired. 

In this state matters passed till the break of day, when a fresh dis¬ 
turbance arose from the censurable conduct of some of both parties, for 
such characters there will be in all such scenes. One of the Garde du 
Corps appeared at one of the windows of the palace, and the people who 
had remained during the m'ght in the streets accosted him with reviling 
and provocative language. Instead of retiring, as in such a case prudence 
would have dictated, he presented his musket, fired, and killed one of the 
Paris militia. The peace being thus broken, the people rushed into the 
palace in quest of the offender. They attacked the quarters of the Garde 
du Corps within the palace, and pursued them throughout the avenues of 
it, and to the apartments of the King. On this tumult, not the Queen 
only, as Mr. Burke has represented it, but every person in the palace 
was awakened and alarmed; and M. de la Fayette had a second time 
to interpose between the parties, the event of which was that the Garde 
du Corps put on the national cockade, and the matter ended as by 
oblivion, after the loss of two or three lives. 

During the latter part of the time in which this confusion was acting, 
the King and Queen were in public at the balcony, and neither of them 
concealed for safet/s sake, as Mr. Burke insinuates. Matters being thus 
appeased, and tranquillity restored, a general acclamation broke forth of 
Le Roi d Paris—Le Rot d Parts—The King of Paris. It was the shout of 
p>eace, and immediately accepted on the p)art of the King. By this measure 
all future projects of trepanning the King to Metz, and setting up the 
standard of opposition to the Constitution, were prevented, and the sus¬ 
picions extinguished. The King and his family reached Pans in the 
evening, and were congratulated on their arrival by M. Bailley, the 
Mayor of Paris, in the name of the citizens. Mr. Burke, who throughout 
his book confounds things, persons, and prindples, as in his renmrks on 
M. Baille/s address, confounded time also. He censures M. Bailley for 
calling it **un bon jour/* a good day. Mr. Burke should have informed 
himself that this scene took up the spsLce of two days, the day on which 
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it began with every appearance of danger and mischief, and the day on 
which it terminated without the mischiefs that threatened; and that it is 
to this peaceful termination that M. Bailley alludes, and to the arrival 
of the King at Paris. Not less than three hundred thousand persons ar¬ 
ranged themselves in the procession from Versailles to Paris, and not an 
act of molestation was committed during the whole march. 

Mr. Burke, on the authority of M. Lally ToUendal, a deserter from the 
National Assembly, says, that on entering Paris, the people shouted 
‘^Tous les &ohques d la lanteme** All Bishops to be hanged at the lanthom 
or lamp-posts. It is surprising that nobody could hear this but Lally Tol- 
lendal, and that nobody should believe it but Mr. Burke. It has not the 
least connection with any part of the transaction, and is totally foreign 
to every circumstance of it. The Bishops had never been introduced 
before into any scene of Mr. Burke’s drama: why then are they, all at 
once, and altogether, tout d coup, et tous ensemble, introduced now? Mr. 
Burke brings forward his bishops and his lanthom-like figures in a magic 
lanthom, and raises his scenes by contrast instead of connection. But it 
serves to show, with the rest of his book, what little credit ought to be 
given where even probability is set at defiance, for the purpose of de¬ 
faming; and with this reflection, instead of a soliloquy in praise of chiv¬ 
alry, as Mr. Burke has done, I close the account of the expedition to Ver¬ 
sailles. 

I have now to follow Mr. Burke through a pathless wilderness of rhap¬ 
sodies, and a sort of descant upon Governments, in which he asserts what¬ 
ever he pleases, on the presumption of its being believed, without offering 
either evidence or reasons for so doing. 

Before anything can be reasoned upon to a conclusion, certain facts, 
prindples, or data, to reason from, must be established, admitted, or 
denied. Mr. Burke, with his usual outrage, abuses the Declaration of the 
Rights of Man, published by the National Assembly of France as the 
basis on which the constitution of France is built. This he calls “paltry 
and blurred sheets of paper about the rights of man.” Does Mr. Burke 
mean to deny that man has any rights? If he does, then he must mean 
that there are no such things as rights anywhere, and that he has none 
himself; for who is there in the world but man? But if Mr. Burke means 
to admit that man has rights, the question then will be: What are those 
rights, and how came man by them originally? 

The error of those who reason by precedents drawn from antiquity, 
respecting the rights of man, is that they do not go far enough into 
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antiquity. They do not go the whole way. They stop in some of the inter¬ 
mediate stages of an hundred or a thousand years, and produce what was 
then done, as a rule for the present day. This is not authority at all. If 
we travel still farther into antiquity, we shall find a direct contrary opin¬ 
ion and practice prevailing; and if antiquity is to be authority, a tliou- 
sand such authorities may be produced, successively contradicting each 
other; but if we proceed on, we shall at last come out right, we shall 
come to the time when man came from the hand of his Maker. What was 
he then? Man. Man was his high and only title, and a higher cannot be 
given him. But of titles I shall speak hereafter. 

We are now got at the origin of man, and at the origin of his rights. 
As to the manner in which the world has been governed from that day 


to this, it is no farther any concern of ours than to n^e a proper use 
of the errors or the improvements which the history of it presents. Those 
who lived a hundred or a thousand years ago, were then modems, as we 
are now. They had their ancients, and those ancients had othm, and 
we also shall be ancients in our turn. If the mere name of antiquity is to 
govern in the affairs of life, the people who are to Uve an hundred or a 
thousand years hence, may as well take us for a precedent, as we make a 
precedent of those who lived an hundred or a thousand years 
fact is, that portions of antiquity, by proving everything, establish not¬ 
ing. It is authority against authority aD the way, till we come to the 
divine origin of the rights of man at the creation. Here our inquines^ n 
a resting-place, and our reason finds a home. If a dispute about the nghts 
of man had arisen at the distance of an hundred years from the crrati , 
it is to this source of authority they must have referred, an it is 
same source of authority that we must now refer. , • 

Though I mean not to touch upon any sectarian 
yet it may be worth observing, that the genealogy o . ^ , man? T 

Adam. WTiy then not trace the rights of man to the creaUon of man? I 
will answer the quesUon. Because there have been upst^ Govemmen , 
thrusting themselves between and presumptuously working to 

Tf any generaUon of men ever possessed the right ^ 

mode by which the world should be goven^ for ^ 
generation that existed; and if that generation did it no , no 
generation can show any authority for doing it, nor se * 

illuminating and divine principle of the equal rights o 
origin from the Maker of man) relates, not only to the living individuals. 
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but to generations of men succeeding each other. Every generation is 
equal in rights to the generations which pr^eded it, by the same rule that 
every individual is bom equal in rights with his contemporary. 

Every history of the creation, and every traditionary account, whether 
from the lettered or unlettered world, however they may vary in their 
opinion or belief of certain particulars, all agree in establishing one point, 
tke unity oj man; by which I mean that men are all of one degree, and 
consequenUy that aU men are bora equal, and with equal natural rights, 
in the same manner as if posterity had been continued by creation mstead 
of generation, the latter being only the mode by which the foimer is 
carried forward; and consequently every child bora mto the world must 
be considered as deriving its existence from God. The world is as new to 
him as it was to the first man that existed, and his natural right m it is 

of the same kind. ^ -4 

The Mosaic account of the creation, whether taken as divine authonty 

or merely historical, is fully up to this point, the unity or equality oj man. 
The expressions admit of no controversy. “And God said. Let us make 
man in our own image. In the image of God created he him; male and 
female created he them.” The distinction of sexes is pointed out, but no 
other distinction is even implied. If this be not divine authority, it is at 
least historical authority, and shows that the equality of man, so far 
from being a modem doctrine, is the oldest upion record. 

It is also to be observed that aU the religions known in the world are 
founded, so far as they relate to man, one the unUy of man, as being aU 
of one degree. Whether in heaven or in hell, or in whatever state man 
may be supposed to exist hereafter, the good and the bad are the only 
distinctions. Nay, even the laws of Governments are obliged to slide into 
this principle, by making degrees to consist in crimes and not in persons. 

It is one of the greatest of all truths, and of the highest advantage to 
cultivate. By considering man in this light, and by instructing him to 
consider himself m this light, it places him in a close connection with all 
his duties, whether to his Creator or to the creation, of which he is a part; 
and it is only when he forgets his origin, or, to use a more fashionable 
phrase, his birth and family, that he becomes dissolute. It is not among 
the least of the evils of the present existing Governments in all parts o 
Europe that man, considered as man, is thrown back to a vast distance 
from bis Maker, and the artificial chasm filled up by a succession of bar¬ 
riers, or sort of turnpike gates, through which he has to pass. I will quo e 
Mr. Burke’s catalogue of barriers that he has set up between Man M 
his Maker. Putting himself in the character of a herald, he says. 
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ftar God—w look with awe to kings—with affection to Parliaments — 
with duty to magistrates—with reverence to priests, and with respect to 
nobility. Mr. Burke has forgotten to put in **chivalry/* He has also for¬ 
gotten to put in Peter. 

The duty of man is not a wilderness of turnpike gates, through which 
he is to pass by tickets from one to the other. It is plain and simple, and 
consists but of two points. His duty to God, which every man must feel; 
and with respect to his neighbour, to do as he would be done by. If those 
to whom power is delegated do well, they will be respected; if not, they 
will be despised; and with regard to those to whom no power is delegated, 
but who assume it, the rational world can know nothing of them. 

Hitherto we have spoken only (and that but in part) of the natural 
rights of man. We have now to consider the dvil rights of man, and to 
show how the one originates from the other. Man did not enter into 
society to become worse than he was before, not to have fewer rights 
thr^n be had before, but to have those rights better secured. His natural 
rights are the foundation of all his civil rights. But in order to pursue 
this distinction with more precision, it will be necessary to mark the 
different qualities of natural and dvil rights. 

A few words will explain this. Natural rights are those which appertain 
to man in right of his existence. Of this kind are all the inteDectual rights, 
or rights of the mind, and also all those rights of acting as an individual 
for his own comfort and happiness, which are not injurious to the natural 
rights of others. Civil rights are those which appertain to man in right of 
his being a member of society. Every dvil right has for its foundation 
some natural right pre-existing in the individual, but to the enjoyment 
of which his individual power is not, in all cases, sufficiently competent. 

Of this kind are all those which relate to security and protection. 

From this short view it will be easy to distinguish between that class 
of natural rights which man retains after entering into society and those 
which he throws into the common stock as a member of sodety. 

The natural rights which he retains are all those in which the power 
to execute it is as perfect in the individual as the right itself. Among this 
class, as is before mentioned, are all the intellectual rights, or rights of 
the mind; consequently religion is one of those rights. The natural rights 
which are not retained, are all those in which, though the right is perfect 
in the individual, the power to execute them is defecdve. They answer 
not his purpose. A man, by natural right, has a right to judge in his own 
cause; and so far as the ri^t of the mind is concerned, he never sur¬ 
renders it. But what availeth it him to judge, if he has not pwwer to 
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redress’ He therefore deposits this right in the common stock of society, 
and takes the arm of society, of which he is a part, in preference and in 
addition to his own. Society grants him nothing. Every man is a proprietor 
in society, and draws on the capital as a matter of right. 

From these premisses two or three certain conclusions will follow: 
First, That every civil right grows out of a natural nght; or, tn other 

words, is a natural right exchanged. . , , 

Secondly, That civU power properly considered as such ts made up of 
the aggregate of that class of the natural rights of man, whwh becomes 
defective in the individual in point of power, and answers not hts purpose, 
but when collected to a focus becomes competent to the purpose of every 

*^^irdly, That the power produced from the aggregate of natural rights, 
imperfect 'in power in the individual, cannot be applied to invade the 
natural rights wMch are retained in the individual, and tn which the 

■bower to execute is as perfect as the right itsdf. , . .. .j i 

We have now, in a few words, traced man from a natural individual 
to a member of society, and shown, or endeavoured to show, the quality 
of the natural rights retained, and of those which are exchanged for avU 
rights. Let us now apply these principles to Governments. 

In casUng our eyes over the world, it is extremely easy to distmguish 
the Governments which have arisen out of society, or out of the stx^ 
compact, from those which have not; but to place this in a clearer light 
than what a single glance may afford, it will be proper to take a revi^.° 
the several sources from which Governments have arisen and on whicn 
they have been founded. 

They may be all comprehended under three heads. 

First, Superstition. 

Secondly, Power. . , 

Thirdly, The common interest of society and the common rtgHts oj 

”*^The first was a Government of Priestcraft, the second of Conquerors, 
and the third of Reason. 

When a set of artful men pretended, through the medium of oracies, 
to hold intercourse with the Deity, as famffiarly as they now march "P 
the back-stairs in European Courts, the world was completely under tn 
Kovemment of supersUtion. The oracles were consulted, and whatever 
they were made to say became the law; and this sort of Governmen 
lasted as long as this sort of supersUtion lasted. 

After these a race of conquerors arose, whose Government, like tn 



RIGHTS OF MAN 123 

of Wflliam the Conqueror, was founded in power, and the sword as¬ 
sumed the name of a sceptre. Governments thus established last as long 
as the power to support them lasts; but that they might avail them¬ 
selves of every engine in their favour, they united fraud to force, and set 
up an idol which they called Divine Right, and which, in imitation of the 
Pope, who affects to be spiritual and temporal, and in contradiction to 
the Founder of the Christian religion, twisted itself afterwards into an 
idol of another shape, called Church and State. The key of St. Peter and 
the key of the Treasury became quartered on one another, and the won¬ 
dering cheated multitude worshipped the invention. 

WTien I contemplate the natural dignity of man, when I feel (for 
Nature has not been kind enough to me to blunt my feelings) for the 
honour and happiness of its character, I become irritated at the attempt to 
govern mankind by force and fraud, as if they were all knaves and fools 
and can scarcely avoid disgust at those who are thus imposed upon. 

We have now to review the governments which arise out of society, in 
contradistinction to those which arose out of superstition and conquest. 

It has been thought a considerable advance towards establishing the 
principles of Freedom to say that Government is a compact between those 
who govern and those who are governed; but this cannot be true, be¬ 
cause it is putting the effect before the cause; for as man must have 
existed before Governments existed, there necessarily was a time when 
Governments did not exist, and consequently there could originally exist 
no governors to form such a compact with. The fact therefore must be 
that the individuals themselves, each in his own personal and sovereign 
right, entered into a compact with each other to produce a Government: 
and this is the only mode in which Governments have a right to arise, 
and the only principle on which they have a right to exist. 

To possess ourselves of a clear idea of what Government is, or ought 
to be, we must trace it to its origin. In doing this we shall easily discover 
that Governments must have arisen either out of the people or over the 
people. Mr. Burke has made no distinction. He investigates nothing to 
its source, and therefore he confounds everything; but he has signified his 
intention of undertaking, at some future opportunity, a comparison be¬ 
tween the Constitutions of England and France. As he thus renders it a 
subject of controversy by throwing the gauntlet, I take him up on his 
own ground. It is in high challenges that high truths have the right of 
appearing; and I accept it with the more readiness because it affords me, 
at the same time, an opportunity of pursuing the subject with respect to 
Governments arising out of society. 
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But it wUl be first necessary to define what is meant by a 
It Tnot sufficient that we adopt the word; we must fix also a standard 

T^cin is not a thing in name only, but in fact. It has n^an 
id^l, but a real existence; and wherever it cannot be pr^uced m 
form there is none. A ConstituUon is a thing anteced^t to ^ Gove 
Lent and a Government is only the creature of a 
ConstituUon of a country is not the act of its Government, but of the 
people constituting a Government. It is the body of elements, to w 

can refer, and quote article by article; and which contains the pniH 
S^on wh4 the Government shall be established, the m^er m wh^ 
Sb. orga»»rf, u>. PO...S 1. shbU have. .h. 

duraUon of Parliaments, or by what other name su(± bodies iMy te 
called; the powers which the executive part of the Government ^ 
Sve; and in fine, everything that relates to the complete "'’gan^tion of 
a civil Government, and the principles on which it shall act, an y w 
it shaU be bound. A Constitution, therefore, is to a (^vemment 
laws made afterwards by that Government are to a Co^ of 
The Court of Judicature does not make the laws, nather 
them; it only acts in conformity to the laws made: and the Government 

is in like manner governed by the Constitution. 

Can, then, Mr. Burke produce the English 
we may fairly conclude that though it has been “ 
no such thing as a ConsUtution exists, or ever did exist, and consequen y 
that the people have yet a ConsUtuUon to form. , j„ -a 

Mr. Burke wiU not, I presume, deny the posiUon I have already a 
vanced—namely, that Governments arise either out of the ^p e or 
the people. The English Government is one of those which arose o 
a conquest, and not out of society, and consequenUy it arose over th 
people; and though it has been much modified from 
S^umstances since the time of William the Conqueror, the country has 
never yet regenerated itself, and is therefore without a ConsUtution. 

I readily perceive the reason why Mr. Burke declined going ® 
comparison between the English and French ConstituUons, beca“^ 
could not but perceive, when he sat down to the 
as a Constitution existed on his side the question. 
bulky enough to have contained all he could say on this subject, ^di 
would have been the best manner in which people could 
their separate merits. Why then has he declined the only 
worth whUe to write upon? It was the strongest ground he could tax 
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if the advantages were on his side, but the weakest if they were not; and 
his declining to take it is either a sign that he could not possess it or TOuld 
not xnaintain it. 

Mr. Burke said, in a speech last winter in Parliament, that when the 
National Assembly first met in three Orders (the Tiers Etats, the Clergy, 
and the Noblesse), France had then a good constitution. This shows 
among numerous other instances, that Mr. Burke does not understand 
what a constitution is. The persons so met were not a Constitution, but a 
Convention, to make a Constitution. 

The present National Assembly of France is, strictly speaking, the 
personal social compact. The members of it are the delegates of the Na¬ 
tion in its original character; future assemblies will be the delegates of 
the Nation in its organised character. The authority of the present assem¬ 
bly is different to what the authority of future assemblies will be. The 
authority of the present one is to form a Constitution; the authority of 
future assemblies will be to legislate according to the principles and forms 
prescribed in that Constitution; and if experience should hereafter show 
that alterations, amendments, or additions are necessary, the Constitu¬ 
tion will point out the mode by which such things shall be done, and not 
leave it to the discretionary power of the future Government. 

A Government on the principles on which constitutional Governments 
arising out of society are established, cannot have the right of altering 
itself. If it had, it would be arbitrary. It might make itself what it pleased; 
and wherever such a right is set up, it shows there is no Constitution. 
The act by which the English Parliament empowered itself to sit seven 
years, shows there is no Constitution in England. It might, by the same 
self-authority, have sat any greater number of years, or for life. The 
bill which the present Mr. Pitt brought into Parliament some years ago, 
to reform Parliament, was on the same erroneous principle. The right 
of reform is in the nation in its original character, and the constitutional 
method would be by a general convention elected for the purpose. There 
is, moreover, a paradox in the idea of vitiated bodies reforming them¬ 
selves. 

From these preliminaries I proceed to draw sonoe comparisons. I have 
already sp>oken of the declaration of rights; and as I mean to be as 
concise as possible, I shall proceed to other parts of the French Con¬ 
stitution. 

The Constitution of France sa 3 rs. That every man who pays a tax of 
sixty sous per annum (2s. 6d. English) is an dector. What article will 
Mr. Burke place against this? Can anything be more limited, and at the 
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same time more capricious, than the qualifications of electors are in Eng¬ 
land? Limited—because not one man in an hundred (I speak much within 
compass) is admitted to vote. Capricious—because the lowest character 
that can be supposed to exist, and who has not so much as the visible 
means of an honest livelihood, is an elector in some places: while in other 
places, the man who pays very large taxes, and has a known fair char¬ 
acter, and the farmer who rents to the amount of three or four hundred 
pounds a year, with a property on that farm to three or four times that 
amount, is not admitted to be an elector. 

Everything is out of nature, as Mr. Burke says on another occasion, 
in this strange chaos, and aU sorts of follies are blended with aD sorts 
of crimes. 

William the Conqueror and his descendants parcelled out the country 
in this manner, and bribed some parts of it by what they called charters 
to hold the other parts of it the better subjected to their wiU. This is the 
reason why so many of those charters abound in CornwaH; the people 
were averse to the Government established at the conquest, and the 
towns were garrisoned and bribed to enslave the country. AU the old 
charters are the badges of this conquest, and it is from this source that 
the capriciousness of elections arises. 

The French Constitution says, that the number of representatives for 
any place ihaU be in a ratio to the number of taxable inhabitants or 

electors. , v i. 

What article wiU Mr. Burke place against this? The county of York¬ 
shire, which contains nearly a mUlion of souls, sends two county mem¬ 
bers; and so does the county of Rutland, which contains not an hun¬ 
dredth part of that number. The town of Old Sarum, which contains not 
three houses, sends two members; and the town of Manchester, whi 
contains upwards of sixty thousand souls, is not admitted to send any. Is 
there any principle in these things? Is there anything by which you can 
trace the marks of freedom, or discover those of wisdom? No wonder 
then Mr. Burke has declined the comparison, and endeavoured to lead his 
readers from the point by a wfld, unsystematkal, display of paradoxical 


rhapsodies. l ii 

The French Constitution says, that the National Assembly shau 


be 


elected every two years. xt „ 

What article will Mr. Burke place against this? Why, that the Natio 
has no right at all in the case; that the Government is perfectly arbitrary 
with respect to this point; and be can quote for his authority the prece¬ 
dent of a former Parliament. 
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The French Constitution says, there shall be no game laws, that the 
farmer on whose lands wild game shall be found (for it is by the produce 
of his lands they are fed) shall have a right to what he can take; that 
there shall be no monopolies of any kind—that all trade shall be free and 
every man free to follow any occupation by which he can procure an 
honest livelihood, and in any place, town, or city throughout the Nation, 

Wliat will Mr. Burke say to this? In England, game is made the prop¬ 
erty of those at whose expense it is not fed; and with respect to monop>- 
olies, the country is cut up into monopolies. Every chartered town is an 
aristocratical monopoly in itself, and the qualification of electors proceeds 
out of those chartered monopolies. Is this freedom? Is this what Mr. 
Burke means by a Constitution? 

In these chartered monopolies, a man coming from another part of the 
country is hunted from them as if he were a foreign enemy. An English¬ 
man is not free of his own country; every one of those places presents a 
barrier in his way, and tells him he is not a freeman—that he has no 
rights. Within these monopolies are other monopolies. In a city, such for 
instance as Bath, which contains between twenty and thirty thousand 
inhabitants, the right of electing representatives to Parliament is mo¬ 
nopolized by about thirty-one persons. And within these monopolies are 
still others. A man even of the same town, whose parents were not in 
circumstances to give him an occupation, is debarred, in many cases, from 
the natural right of acquiring one, be his genius or industry what it may. 

Are these things examples to hold out to a country regenerating itself 
from slavery, like France? Certainly they are not, and certain am I, that 
when the people of England come to reflect upon them they will, like 
France, annihilate those badges of ancient oppression, those traces of a 
conquered nation. Had Mr. Burke possessed talents similar to the author 
of “On the Wealth of Nations,” he would have comprehended all the 
parts which enter into, and, by assemblage, form a constitution. He would 
have reasoned from minutke to magnitude. It is not from his prejudices 
only, but from the disorderly cast of his genius, that he is unfitted for the 
subject he writes upon. Even his genius is without a Constitution. It is a 
genius at random, and not a genius constituted. But be must say some¬ 
thing. He has therefore nK)unted in the air like a balloon, to draw the 
eyes of the multitude from the ground they stand upon. 

Much is to be learned from the French Constitution. Conquest and 
tyranny tran^lanted themselves with William the Conqueror from Nor¬ 
mandy into England, and the country is yet disfigured with the marks. 
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May, then, the example of all France contribute to regenerate the free¬ 
dom which a province of it destroyed! 

The French Constitution says that to preserve the national representa¬ 
tion from being corrupt no member of the National Assembly shall be an 
officer of the Government, a placeman or a pensioner. 

What will Mr. Burke place against this? I will whisper his answer 
Loaves and Fishes. Ah! this Government of loaves and fishes has more 
mischief in it than people have yet reflected on. The National Assembly 
has made the discovery, and it holds out the example to the world. Had 
Governments agreed to quarrel on purpose to fleece their countries by 
taxes, they could not have succeeded better than they have done. 

Many things in the English Government appear to me the reverse of 
what they ought to be and what they are said to be. The Parliament, im¬ 
perfectly and capriciously elected as it is, is nevertheless supposed to 
hold the national purse in trust for the nation; but in the manner in 
which an English Parliament is constructed it is like a man being both 
mortgager and mortgagee, and in the case of misapplication of trust it is 
the criminal sitting in judgment upon himself. If those who vote the 
supplies are the same persons who receive the supplies when voted, and 
are to account for the expenditure of those supplies to those who voted 
them, it is themselves accountable to themselves, and the Comedy of 
Errors concludes with the Pantomime of Hush. Neither the ministeri^ 
party nor the Opposition will touch up>on this case. The national purse is 
the common hack which each mounts up>on. It is like what the country 
people call “Ride and tie—You ride a little way, and then I.” They order 
these things better in France. 

The French Constitution says that the right of war and peace is in 
the nation. 

Where else should it reside but in those who are to pay the expence? 

In England this right is said to reside in a metaphor shown at the 
Tower for sixpence or a shilling a piece: so are the lions; and it would be 
a step nearer to reason to say it resided in them, for any inanimate 
metaphor is no more than a hat or a cap. We can all see the absurdity of 
worshipping Aaron's molten calf, or Nebuchadnezzar's golden image; but 
why do men continue to practise themselves the absurdities they despise 
in others? 

It may with reason be said that in the manner the En^h Nation is 
represented it signifies not where this right resides, whether in the Cro^ 
or in the Parliament. War is the common harvest of all those who partic¬ 
ipate in the division and expenditure of public money, in all countries. It 
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is the art of conquering at home; the object of it is an increase of revenue; 
and as revenue cannot be increased without taxes, a pretence must be 
made for expenditures. In reviewing the history of the English Govern¬ 
ment, its wars and its taxes, a bystander, not blinded by prejudice nor 
warped by interest, would declare that taxes were not raised to carry on 
wars, but that wars were raised to carry on taxes. 

Mr. Burke, as a member of the House of Commons, is a part of the 
English Government; and though he professes himself an enemy to war, 
he abuses the French Constitution, which seeks to explode it. He holds up 
the English Government as a model, in all its parts, to France; but he 
should first know the remarks which the French make upon it. They 
contend in favour of their own, that the portion of liberty enjoyed in Eng¬ 
land is just enough to enslave a country by nwre productively than by 
despotism, and that as the real object of all despotism is revenue, a 
Government so formed obtains more than it could do either by direct 
despotism, or in a full state of freedom, and is, therefore, on the ground 
of interest, opposed to both. They account also for the readiness which 
always appears in such Governments for engaging in wars by remarking 
on the different motives which produce them. In despotic Governments 
wars are the effect of pride; but in those Governments in which they 
become the means of taxation, they acquire thereby a more permanent 
promptitude. 

The French Constitution, therefore, to provide against both these evils, 
has taken away the power of declaring war from kings and ministers, 
and placed the right where the expence must fall. 

When the question of the right of war and peace was agitating in the 
National Assembly, the people of England appeared to be much inter¬ 
ested in the event, and highly to applaud the decision. As a prindple it 
applies as much to one country as another. William the Conqueror, as a 
conqueror, held this power of war and peace in himself, and his de¬ 
scendants have ever since claimed it under him as a right. 

Although Mr. Burke has asserted the right of the Parliament at the 
Revolution to bind and control the Nation and posterity for ever, he 
denies at the same time that the Parliament or the nation had any right 
to alter what he calls the succession of the Crown in anything but in 
part, or by a sort of modification. By his taking this ground he throws the 
case back to the Norman Conquest, and by thus running a line of suc¬ 
cession ^>ringing from Wflliam the Conqueror to the present day, he 
makes it necessary to inquire who and what William the Conqueror was, 
and where he came from, and into the origin, history and nature of what 
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are called prerogatives. Everything must have had a beginning, and the 
fog of time and antiquity should be penetrated to discover it. Let, then, 
Mr. Burke bring forward his William of Normandy, for it is to this 
origin that his argument goes. It also unfortunately happens, in running 
this line of succession, that another line parallel thereto presents itself, 
which is, that if the succession runs in the line of the conquest, the Na¬ 
tion runs in the line of being conquered, and it ought to rescue itself from 
this reproach. 

But it will perhaps be said that tho' the power of declaring war 
descends in the heritage of the conquest, it is held in check by the right 
of the Parliament to withhold the supplies. It will always happen when 
a thing is originally wrong that amendments do not make it right, and 
it often happens that they do as much mischief one way as good the 
other, and such is the case here, for if the one rashly declares war as a 
matter of right, and the other peremptorily withholds the supplies as a 
matter of right, the remedy becomes as bad, or worse, than the disease. 
The one forces the Nation to a combat, and the other ties its hands; but 
the more probable issue is that the contest will end in a collusion between 
the parties, and be made a screen to both. 

On this question of war, three things are to be considered. First, the 
right of declaring it; secondly, the expence of supporting it; thirdly, the 
mode of conducting it after it is declared. The French Constitution places 
the rigAl where the expence must fall, and this union can be only in the 
Nation. The mode of conducting it after it is declared, it consigns to the 
e.xecutive department. Were this the case in all countries, we should hear 
but little more of wars. 

Before I proceed to consider other parts of the French Constitution, 
and by way of relieving the fatigue of argument, I will introduce an anec¬ 
dote which I had from Dr. Franklin. 

While the Doctor resided in France as Minister from America during 
the war, he had numerous proposals made to him by projectors of every 
country and of every kind, who wished to go to the land that floweth with 
milk and honey, America; and among the rest, there was one who offered 
himself to be King. He introduced his proposal to the Doctor by letter, 
which is now in the hands of M. Beaumarchais, of Paris—stating first, 
that as the Americans had dismissed or sent away their King, that they 
would want another. Secondly, that himself was a Norman. Thirdly, 
that he was of a more ancient family than the Dukes of Normandy, and 
of a more honourable descent, his line having never been bastardised. 
Fourthly, that there was already a precedent in England of Kings com- 
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ing out of Normandy, and on these grounds he rested his offer, enjoining 
that the Doctor would forward it to America. But as the Doctor neither 
did this, nor yet sent him an answer, the projector wrote a second letter 
in \diich he did not, it is true, threaten to go over and conquer America, 
but only with great dignity proposed that if his offer was not accepted, 
an acknowledgment of about £30,000 might be made to him for his 
generosity! Now, as all arguments respecting succession must necessarily 
connect that succession with some beginning, Mr. Burke’s arguments 
on this subject go to show that there is no English origin of Kings, and 
that they are descendants of the Norman line in right of the Conquest. It 
may, therefore, be of service to his doctrine to make this story known 
and to inform him, that in case of that natural extinction to which all 
mortahty is subject. Kings may again be had from Normandy, on more 
reasonable terms than William the Conqueror; and consequently that 
the good people of England at the Revolution of 1688, might have done 
much better, had such a generous Norman as this known their wants, and 
they had known hist The chivalry character which Mr. Burke so much 
admires, is certainly much easier to make a bargain with than a hard 
dealing Dutchman. But to return to the matters of the Constitution. 

The French Constitution says. There shall be no titles; and, of con¬ 
sequence, all that class of equivocal generation which in some countries 
is called **aristocracy” and in others "^nobility,” is done away, and the 
peer is exalted into man. 

Titles are but nicknames, and every nickname is a title. The thing is 
perfectly harmless in itself, but it marks a sort of foppery in the human 
character, which degrades it. It reduces man into the diminutive of roan 
in things which are great, and the counterfeit of woman in things which 
are little. It talks about its hne blue ribbon like a girl, and shows its new 
garter like a child. A certain writer, of some antiquity, says: ^When I 
was a child, I thought as a child; but when I became a man, I put away 
childish things” 

It is, properly, from the elevated mind of France that the folly of titles 
has fallen. It has outgrown the baby cloaths of Count and Duke, and 
breeched itself in manhood. France has not levelled, it has exalted. It 
has put down the dwarf, to set up the man. The puinyisra of a senseless 
word like Duke or Count or Earl has ceased to please. Even those who 
possessed them have disowned the gibberish, and as they outgrew the 
rickets, have despised the rattle. The genuine mind of man, thirsting for 
its native home, society, contemns the gewgaws that separate him from it. 
Titles are like circles drawn by the magician’s wand, to contract the 
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sphere of man’s feKcity. He lived immured within the Bastille of a word, 

and surveys at a distance the envied life of man. 

Is it, then, any wonder that titles should fall in France? Is it not a 
greater wonder they should be kept up anywhere? What are they? What 
is their worth, and “what is their amount”? 

When we think or speak of a Judge or a General, we associate with it 
the ideas of office and character; we think of gravity in the one and 
bravery in the other; but when we use a word merely as a title, no ideas 
associate with it. Through all the vocabulary of Adam there is not sudi 
an animal as a Duke or a Count; neither can we connect any certain 
idea with the words. Whether they mean strength or weakness, wisdom 
or folly, a chfld or a man, or the rider or the horse, is ah equivocal. W^t 
respect then can be paid to that which describes nothing, and which 
means nothing? Imagination has given figure and character to centaurs, 
satyrs, and down to all the fairy tribe; but titles baffle even the powers 
of fancy, and are a chimerical nondescript. 

But this is not all. If a whole country is disposed to hold them in 
contempt, all their value is gone, and none will own them. It is common 
opinion only that makes them anything or nothing, or worse than nothing. 
There is no occasion to take titles away, for they take themselves away 
when society concurs to ridicule them. This species of imaginary conse¬ 
quence has visibly declined in every part of Europe, and it hastens to its 
exit as the world of reason continues to rise. There was a time when the 
lowest of what are called nobility was more thought of than the 
highest is now, and when a man in armour riding through Christendom in 
quest of adventures was more stared at than a modem Duke. The world 
has seen this folly fall, and it has fallen by being laughed at, and the 
farce of titles will follow its fate. The patriots of France have discovered 
in good time that rank and dignity in society must take a new ground. 
The old one has fallen through. It must now take the substantial ground 
of character, instead of chimerical ground of titles; and they have 
brought their titles to the altar, and made of them a bumt-offering to 
Reason. 

If no mischief had annexed itself to the folly of titles they would not 
have been worth a serious and formal destruction, such as the National 
Assembly have decreed them; and this makes it necessary to inquire 
farther into the nature and character of Aristocracy. 

That, then, which is called Aristocracy in some countries and Nobility 
in others arose out of the Governments founded upon conquest It was 
originally a military order for the purpose of supporting military Govern- 
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ment (for such were all Governments founded in conquest); and to keep 
up a succession of this order for the purpose for which it was established, 
all the younger branches of those families were disinherited and the law 
of primogenitureskip set up. 

The nature and character of Aristocracy shows itself to us in this law. 
It is a law against every law of nature, and Nature herself calls for its 
destruction. Establish family justice and Aristocracy falls. By the aris- 
tocratical law of primogenitureship, in a family of six children five are 
exposed. Aristocracy has never more than one child. The rest are begotten 
to be devoured. They are thrown to the cannibal for prey, and the natural 
parent prepares the unnatural repast. 

As everything which is out of nature in man affects, more or less, the 
interest of society, so does this. All the children which the Aristocracy 
disowns (which are all except the eldest) are, in general, cast like orphans 
on a parish, to be provided for by the public, but at a greater charge. 
Unnecessary offices and places in Governments and Courts are created 
at the expence of the public to maintain them. 

With what kind of parental reflections can the father or mother con¬ 
template their yoimger offspring? By Nature they are children, and by 
Marriage they are heirs; but by Aristocracy they are bastards and or¬ 
phans. They are the flesh and blood of their parents in one line, and 
nothing akin to them in the other. To restore, therefore, parents to their 
children, and children to their parents—relations to each other, and man 
to society—and to exterminate the monster Aristocracy, root and branch 
—the French Constitution has destroyed the law of Primogeniture- 
ship. Here then lies the monster; and Mr. Burke, if he pleases, may 
write its epitaph. 

Hitherto we have considered Aristocracy chiefly in one point of view. 
We have now to consider it in another. But whether we view it before 
or behind, or sideways, or any way else, domestically or publicly, it is 
still a monster. 

In France Aristocracy had one feature less in its countenance than 
what it has in some other countries. It did not compose a body of hered¬ 
itary legislators. It was not a ^^Corporation of Aristocracy,^ for such I 
have heard M. de la Fayette describe an English House of Peers. Let us 
th pn examine the grounds upon which the French Constitution has re¬ 
solved against having such a House in France. 

Because, in the first place, as is already mentioned, Aristocracy is 
kept up by family tyranny and injustice. 

Secondly, because there is an unnatural unfitness in an Aristocracy 
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to be legislators for a Nation. Their ideas of distributive justice are cor¬ 
rupted at the very source. They begin life by tranii>ling on all their 
younger brothers and sisters, and relations of every kind, and are taught 
and educated so to do. With what ideas of justice or honour can that 
man enter a house of legislation, who absorbs in his own person the 
inheritance of a whole family of children or doles out to them some 
pitiful portion with the insolence of a gift? 

Thirdly, because the idea of hereditary legblators is as inconsistent as 
that of hereditary judges, or hereditary juries; and as absurd as an hered¬ 
itary mathematician, or an hereditary wise man; and as ridiculous as an 
hereditary poet-laureate. 

Fourthly, because a body of men, holding themselves accountable to 
nobody, ought not to be trusted by any body. 

Fifthly, because it is continuing the uncivilised principle of Govern¬ 
ments founded in conquest, and the base idea of man having property in 
man, and governing him by personal right. 

Sixthly, because Aristocracy has a tendency to degenerate the human 
species. By the universal (Economy of nature it is known, and by the in¬ 
stance of the Jews it is proved, that the human species has a tendency to 
degenerate, in any small number of persons, when separated from the 
general stock of society, and inter-marrying constantly with each other. 
It defeats even its pretended end, and becomes in time the (jpposite of 
what is noble in man. Mr. Burke talks of nobility; let him show what it 
is. The greatest characters the world have known have risen en the 
democratic floor. Aristocracy has not been able to keep a proportionate 
pace with Dem(Kracy. The artiflcial noble shrinks into a dwarf before the 
NOBLE of Nature; and in the few instances of those (for there are some 
in aU countries) in whom nature, as by a miracle, has survived in Aris¬ 
tocracy, THOSE MEN DESPISE IT. But it is time to proceed to a new sub¬ 
ject. 

The French Constitution has reformed the condition of the clergy. 

It has raised the inconae of the lower and middle classes, and taken from 
the higher. None is now less than twelve hundred livres (fifty pounds 
sterling) nor any higher than about two or three thousand pounds. W1iat 
will Mr. Burke place against this? Hear what he says. He says— 

"*That the people of Englcmd can see without pain or grudging, an 
archbishop precede a duke; they can see a Bishop of Durham, or a 
Bishop of Winchester in possession of £10,000 a-year; and cannot see 
why it is in worse hands than estates to the like amount, in the hands of 
this earl or that * squire” 
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And Mr. Burke offers this as an example to France. 

As to the first part, whether the Archbishop precedes the Duke, or the 
Duke the Bishop, it is, I believe, to the people in general, somewhat like 
Siernhold and Hopkins^ or Hopkins and Stemhold; you may put which 
you please first; and as I confess that I do not understand the merits of 
this case, I will not contend it with Mr. Burke. 

But with respect to the latter, I have something to say:—Mr. Burke 
has not put the case right. The comparison is out of order, by being put 
between the bishop and the earl or the ^squire. It ought to be put between 
the bishop and the curate, and then it will stand thus:— 

**The people of England can see without pain or grudging, a Bishop 
of Durham, or a Bishop of Winchester, in possession of ten thousand 
pounds a-year, and a curate on thirty or forty pounds a-year, or lessi* 

No, sir, they certainly do not see those things without great pain or 
grudging. It is a case that applies itself to every man’s sense of justice, and 
is one among many that calls aloud for a Constitution. 

In France the cry of '*the Church! the Church!*' was repeated as often 
as in Mr. Burke’s book, and as loudly as when the Dissenters’ Bill was 
before the English Parliament; but the generality of the French clergy 
were not to be deceived by this cry any longer. They knew that whatever 
the pretence might be it was themselves who were one of the principal ob¬ 
jects of it. It was the cry of the high beneficed clergy, to prevent any 
regulation of income taking {^bce between those of ten thousand pounds 
a-year and the parish priest. They therefore joined their case to those of 
every other oppressed of men, and by this union obtained redress. 

The French Constitution has abolished Tythes, that source of per¬ 
petual discontent between the tythe-holder and the parishioner. When 
land is held on tythe, R is in the condition of an estate held between two 
parties; the one receiving one-tenth, and the other nine-tenths of the 
produce: and consequently, on principles of equity, if the estate can be 
improved, and made to produce by that improvement double or treble 
what it did before, or in any other ratio, the expense of such improve¬ 
ment ought to be borne in like proportion between the parties who are 
to share the produce. But this is not the case in tythes; the farmer bears 
the whole expence, and the tythe-holder takes a tenth of the improve¬ 
ment, in addition to the original tenth, and by this means gets the value 
of two-tenths instead of one. This is another case that calls for a Consti¬ 
tution. 

The French Constitution hath abolished or renounced Toleration 
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and Intoleration also, and hath established Universal Right of Con¬ 
science. 

Toleration is not the opposite of Intolerance, but is the counterfeit 
of it. Both are despotisms. The one assumes to itself the right of with¬ 
holding Liberty of Conscience, and the other of granting it. The one is 
the Pope armed with fire and faggot, and the other is the Pope selling or 
granting indulgences. The former is Church and State, and the latter is 
Church and traffic. 

But Toleration may be viewed in a much stronger light Man worships 
not himself, but his Maker; and the liberty of conscience which he claims 
is not for the service of himself, but of his God. In this case, therefore, we 
must necessarily have the associated idea of two beings; the mortal who 
renders the worship, and the Immortal Being who is worshipped. Tol¬ 
eration, therefore, places itself, not between man and man, nor between 
Church and Church, nor between one denomination of religion and an¬ 
other, but between God and man; between the being who worships, and 
the Being who is worshipped; and by the same act of assumed author¬ 
ity by which it tolerates man to pay his worship, it presumptuously and 
blasphemously sets itself up to tolerate the Almighty to receive it. 

Were a Bill brought into any Parliament, entitled, **An Act to tolerate 
or grant liberty to the Almighty to receive the worship of a Jew or a 
Turk,^ or ‘‘to prohibit the Almighty from receiving it,” all men would 
startle and call it blasphemy. There would be an uproar. The presump¬ 
tion of toleration in religious matters would then present itself unmasked, 
but the presumption is not the less because the name of “Man” only apH 
pears to those laws, for the associated idea of the worshipped and the 
worshipper cannot be separated. Who then art thou, vain dust and ashes! 
by whatever name thou art called, whether a King, a Bishop, a Church, 
or a State, a Parliament, or an 5 rthing else, that obtrudest thine insignifi¬ 
cance between the soul of man and its maker? Mind thine own concerns. 
If he believes not as thou believest, it is a proof that thou believest not 
as he believeth, and there is no earthly power can determine between you. 

With respect to what are called denominations of religion, if every one 
is left to judge of his own religion, there is no such thing as a religion that 
is wrong; but if they are to judge of each other^s religion, there is no such 
thing as a religion that is right; and therefore all the world is right, or 
all the world is wrong. But with respect to religion itself, without regard 
to names, and as directing itself from the universal family of mankind to 
the Divine object of all adoration, it is man bringing to his Maker the 
fruits of his heart; and though those fruits may differ from each other 
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like the fruits of the earth, the grateful tribute of every one is accepted, 
A Bishop of Durham, or a Bishop of Winchester, or the Archbishop 
who heads the Dukes, will not refuse a tythe-sheaf of wheat because it is 
not a cock of hay, nor a cock of hay because it is not a sheaf of wheat; 
nor a pig, because it is neither one nor the other; but these same p)er- 
sons, under the figure of an established church, will not permit their 
Maker to receive the varied tythes of man’s devotion. 

One of the continual choruses of Mr. Burke’s book is ‘‘Church and 
State.” He does not mean some one particular Church, or some one par¬ 
ticular State, but any Church and State; and he uses the term as a gen¬ 
eral figure to hold forth the political doctrine of always uniting the 
Church with the State in every country, and he censures the National 
Assembly for not having done this in France. Let us bestow a few 
thoughts on this subject. 

All religions are in their nature kind and benign, and united with prin¬ 
ciples of morality. They could not have made proselytes at first by prt>- 
fessing anything that was vicious, cruel, persecuting, or immoral. Like 
everything else, they had their beginning; and they proceeded by per¬ 
suasion, exhortation, and example. How then is it that they lose their 
native mildness, and become morose and intolerant? 

It proceeds from the connection which Mr. Burke recommends. By 
engendering the Church with the State, a sort of mule-animal, capable 
only of destroying, and not of breeding up, is produced, called The 
Church established by Law, It is a stranger, even from its birth, to any 
parent mother, on whom it is b^otten, and whom in time it kicks out and 
destroys. 

The Inquisition in Spain does not proceed from the religion originally 
professed but from this mule-animal engendered between the Church 
and the State. The burnings in Smithfield proceeded from the same het¬ 
erogeneous production; and it was the regeneration of this strange animal 
in England afterwards that renewed rancour and irreligion among the 
inhabitants, and that drove the people called Quakers and Dissenters to 
America. Persecution is not an original feature in any religion; but it is 
always the strongly-marked feature of all law-religions, or religions es¬ 
tablished by law. Take away the law-establishment and every religion 
reassumes its original benignity. In America a Catholic priest is a good 
dtizen, a good character, and a good neighbour; an Episcopalian minister 
is of the same description; and this proceeds, independently of the men, 
from there being no law establishment in America. 

If also we view this matter in a temporal sense we shall see the ill effects 
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it has had on the prosperity of nations. The union of Church and State 
has impoverished Spain. The revoking the Edict of Nantes drove the silk 
manufacture from France into England; and Church and State are driv¬ 
ing the cotton manufacture from England to America and France. Let 
then Mr. Burke continue to preach his antipolitical doctrine of Church 
and State. It will do some good. The National .Assembly will not follow 
his advice, but will benefit by his folly. It was by observing the ill effects 
of it in England, that America has been warned against it; and it is by 
experiencing them in France, that the National Assembly have abolished 
it, and, like America, have established Universal Right of Conscience 
AND Universal Right of Citizenship. 

I win here cease the comparison with respect to the principles of the 
French Constitution, and conclude this part of the subject with a few 
observations on the organisation of the formal parts of the French and 
English Governments. 

The executive power in each country is in the hands of a person stiled 
the King; but the French Constitution distinguishes between the King 
and the Sovereign. It considers the station of King as official, and places 
Sovereignty in the Nation. 

The representatives of the Nation who compose the National Assem¬ 
bly, and who are the legislative power, originate in and from the people 
by election, as an inherent right in the people. In England it is otherwise; 
and this arises from the original establishment of what is called its mon¬ 
archy; for as by the Conquest all the rights of the people or the Nation 
were absorbed into the hands of the Conqueror, and who added the title 
of King to that of Conqueror, those same matters which in France are 
now held as rights in the people, or in the Nation, are held in England 
as grants from what is called the Crown. The Parliament in England, in 
both its branches, was erected by patents from the descendants of the 
Conqueror. The House of Commons did not originate as a matter of right 
in the people to delegate or elect, but as a grant or boon. 

By the French Constitution the Nation is always named before the 
ICing. The third article of the Declaration of Rights says: ^*Tht Nation 
is essentially the source (or fountain) of all sovereignty,^ Mr. Burke 
argues that in England a King is the fountain—that he is the fountain 
of all honour. But as this idea is evidently descended from the Conquest 
I shall make no other remark upon it, than that it is the nature of con¬ 
quest to turn everything upside down; and as Mr. Burke will not be 
refused the privilege of speaking twice, and as there are but two parts 
in the figure, the fountain and the spout, he will be right the second time. 
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The French Constitution puts the legislative before the executive, the 
Law before the King; la Lot, le Rot, This also is in the natural order of 
things, because laws must have existence before they can have execution. 

A King in France does not, in addressing himself to the National As¬ 
sembly, say “My Assembly,” similar to the phrase used in England of 
“fwy Parliament”; neither can he use it consistently with the Constitu¬ 
tion, nor could it be admitted. There may be propriety in the use of it in 
England, because as is before mentioned, both Houses of Parliament 
originated from what is called the Crown by patent or boon—and not 
from the inherent rights of the people, as the National Assembly does 
in France, and whose name designates its origin. 

The President of the National Assembly does not ask the King to 
grant to the Assembly liberty of speech, as is the case with the English 
House of Commons. The constitutional dignity of the National Assembly 
cannot debase itself. Speech is, in the Srst place, one of the natural ri^ts 
of man always retained; and with respect to the National Assembly the 
use of it is their duty, and the nation is their authority. They were elected 
by the greatest body of men exercising the right of election the European 
world ever saw. They sprung not from the filth of rotten boroughs, nor 
are they the vassal representatives of aristocratical ones. Feeling the 
proper dignity of their character, they support it. Their parliamentary 
language, whether for or against the question, is free, bold and manly, 
and extends to all the parts and circumstances of the case. If any matter 
or subject respecting the executive department or the person who presides 
in it (the King) comes before them it is debated on with the spirit of 
men, and the language of gentl«nen; and their answer or their address 
is returned in the same stile. They stand not aloof with the gaping vacuity 
of vulgar ignorance, nor bend with the cringe of sycophantic insignifi¬ 
cance. The graceful pride of truth knows no extremes, and preserves, in 
every latitude of life, the right-angled character of man. 

Let us now look to the other side of the question. In the addresses of 
the English Parliaments to their Kings we see neither the intrepid spirit 
of the old Parliaments of France, nor the serene dignity of the present 
National Assembly; neither do we see in them anything of the style of 
English manners, which borders somewhat on bluntness. Since then they 
are neither of foreign extraction, nor naturally of English production, 
their origin must be sought for elsewhere, and that origin is the Norman 
Conquest. They are evidently of the vassalage class of manners, and em¬ 
phatically mark the prostrate distance that exists in no other condition 
of men than between the conqueror and the conquered. That this vassal- 
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age idea and stile of speaking was not got rid of even at the Revolution 
of 1688, is evident from the declaration of Parliament to William and 
Mary in these words: “We do most humbly and faithfuUy submit our¬ 
selves, our heirs and posterities, for ever.” Submission is wholly a vas¬ 
salage term, repugnant to the dignity of freedom, and an echo of the 
language used at the Conquest. 

As the estimation of all things is by comparison, the Revolution of 
1688, however from circumstances it may have been exalted beyond its 
value, will hnd its level. It is already on the wane, ecUpsed by the en¬ 
larging orb of reason, and the luminous Revolutions of America and 
France. In less than another century it will go, as well as Mr. Burke’s 
labours, “to the family vault of all the Capulets.” Mankind will then 
scarcely beUeve that a country calling itself free would send to HoUand 
for a man, and cloath him with power on purpose to put themselves in 
fear of him, and give him almost a million sterling a year for leave to 
submit themselves and their posterity, like bondmen and bondwomen, 
for ever. 

But there is a truth that ought to be made known: I have had the op- 
portunity of seeing it; which is, that notwithstanding appearances, there 
is not any description oj men that despise monarchy so much as courtiers. 
But they well know, that if it were seen by others, as it is seen by than, 
the juggle could not be kept up. They are in the condition of nwn who 
get their living by a show, and to whom the folly of that show is so fa¬ 
miliar that they ridicule it; but were the audience to be made as wise in 
this respect as themselves, there would be an end to the show Md Ae 
profits with it. The difference between a republican and a courtio- with 
respect to monarchy, is that the one opposes monarchy, believing it to 
be something; and the other laughs at it, knowing it to be nothing. 

As I used sometimes to correspond with Mr. Burke believing him then 
to be a man of sounder principles than his book shows him to be, I wrote 
to him last winter from Paris, and gave him an account how prosperously 
matters were going on. Among other subjects in that letter, I referred to 
the happy situation the National Assembly were placed in; that they 
had taken a ground on which their moral duty and their political interest 
were united. They have not to hold out a language which they do not 
themselves believe, for the fraudulent purpose of making others believe it. 
Their sUtion requires no artifice to support it, and can only be mam- 
tained by enlightening mankind. It is not their interest to cheri^ ignw- 
ance, but to dispel it. They are not m the case of a ministerial or m 
opp>osition party in England, who, though they are opposed, are sti 
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united to keep up the common mystery. The National Assembly must 
throw open a magazine of light. It must show man the proper character 
of man; and the nearer it can bring him to that standard, the stronger the 
National Assembly becomes. 

In contemplating the French Constitution, we sec in it a rational order 
of things. The principles harmonize with the forms, and both with their 
origin. It may perhaps be said as an excuse for bad forms, that they are 
nothing more than forms; but this is a mistake. Forms grow out of prin¬ 
ciples, and operate to continue the principles they grow from. It is impos¬ 
sible to practise a bad form on anything but a bad principle. It cannot 
be ingrafted on a good one; and wherever the forms in any government 
are bad, it is a certain indication that the principles are bad also. 

I will here finally close this subject. I began it by remarking that Mr. 
Burke had voluntarily declined going into a comparison of the English 
and French Constitutions. He apologises for not doing it, by saying that 
he had not time. Mr. Burke’s book was upwards of eight months in hand, 
and is extended to a volume of three hundred and sixty-six pages. As 
his omission does injury to his cause, his apology makes it worse; and 
men on the English side of the water will begin to consider, whether 
there is not some radical defect in what is called the English Constitution, 
that made it necessary for Mr. Burke to suppress the comparison, to 
avoid bringing it into view. 

As Mr. Burke has not written on Constitutions so neither has be writ¬ 
ten on the French Revolution. He gives no account of its commencement 
or its progress. He only expresses his wonder. “It looks,” says he, “to 
me, as if I were in a great crisis, not of the affairs of France alone, but of 
all Europe, perhaps of more than Europe. All circumstances taken to¬ 
gether, the French Revolution is the most astonishing that has hitherto 
happened in the world.” 

As wise men are astonished at foolish things, and other people at 
wise ones, I know not on which ground to account for Mr. Burke’s aston¬ 
ishment; but certain it is, that he docs not understand the French Revolu¬ 
tion. It has apparently burst forth like a creation from a chaos, but it is 
no more the consequence of a mental Revolution priorily existing in 
France. The mind of the Nation had changed beforehand, and the new 
order of things has naturally followed the new order of thoughts. I will 
here, as concisely as I can, trace out the growth of the French Revolu¬ 
tion, and mark the circumstances that have contributed to produce it. 

The despotism of Louis XIV., united with the gaiety of his Court, and 
the gaudy ostentation of his character had so humbled, and at the same 
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time so fascinated the mind of France, that the people appear to have 
lost all sense of their own dignity, in contemplating that of their Grand 
Monarch; and the whole reign of Louis XV., remarkable only for weak¬ 
ness and effeminacy, made no other alteration than that of spreading a 
sort of lethargy over the nation, from which it showed no disposition 
to rise. 

The only signs which appeared of the spirit of Liberty during those 
periods, are to be found in the writings of the French philosophers. 
Montesquieu, President of the Parliament of Bordeaux, went as far as a 
writer under a despotic Government could well proceed; and being 
obliged to divide himself between prindple and prudence, his mind often 
appears under a veil, and we ought to give him credit for more than he 
has expressed. 

Voltaire, who was both the flatterer and the satirist of despotism, took 
another line. His forte lay in exposing and ridiculing the superstitions 
which priestcraft, united with statecraft, had interwoven with Govern¬ 
ments. It was not from the purity of his principles, or his love of man¬ 
kind (for satire and philanthropy are not naturally concordant), but 
from his strong capacity of seeing folly in its true shape, and his irresisti¬ 
ble propensity to expose it, that he made those attacks. They were, how¬ 
ever, as formidable as if the motives had been virtuous; and he merits 
the thanks rather than the esteem of mankind. 

On the contrary, we find in the writings of Rousseau, and the Abb^ 
Raynal, a loveliness of sentiment in favour of liberty, that excites resf»ect, 
and elevates the human faculties; but having raised this animation, they 
do not direct its operations, and leave the mind in love with an object, 
without describing the means of possessing it. 

The writings of Quesnay, Turgot, and the friends of those authors, 
are of the serious kind; but they laboured under the same disadvantage 
with Montesquieu; their writings abound with moral maxims of Gov¬ 
ernment, but are rather directed to (economise and reform the administra¬ 
tion of the Government, than the Government itself. 

But all those writings and many others had their weight; and by the 
different manner in which they treated the subject of Government, 
Montesquieu by his judgment and knowledge of laws, Voltaire by his 
wit, Rousseau and Raynal by their animation, and Quesnay and Turgot 
by their moral maxims and systems of (economy, readers of every class 
met with something to their taste, and a spirit of political inquiry began 
to diffuse itself through the Nation at the time the dispute between Eng¬ 
land the then colonies of America broke out. 
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In the war which France afterwards engaged in, it is very well known 
that the nation appeared to be beforehand with the French ministry. 
Each of them had its view: but those views were directed to different 
objects; the one sought liberty, and the other retaliation on England. 
The French officers and soldiers, who after this went to America, were 
eventually placed in the school of Freedom, and learned the practice as 
well as the principles of it by heart. 

As it was impossible to separate the military events which took pbce 
in America from the principles of the American Revolution, the publica¬ 
tion of those events in France necessarily connected themselves with the 
principles which produced them. Many of the facts were in themselves 
principles; such as the Declaration of American Independence, and the 
treaty of alliance between France and America, which recognised the 
natural right of man, and justified resistance to oppression. The then 
Minister of France, G)unt Vergennes, was not the friend of America; 
and it is both justice and gratitude to say, that it was the Queen of 
France who gave the cause of America a fashion at the French Court. 
Count Vergennes was the personal and social friend of Dr. Franklin; 
and the Doctor had obtained, by his sensible gracefulness, a sort of in¬ 
fluence over him; but with respect to principles Count Vergennes was 
a despot. 

The situation of Dr. Franklin, as Minister from America to France, 
should be taken into the chain of circumstances. The diplomatic char¬ 
acter is of itself the narrowest sphere of society that man can act in. It 
forbids intercourse by the reciprocity of suspicion; and a diplomatic is 
a sort of unconnected atom, continually repelling and repelled. But this 
was not the case with Dr. Franklin. He was not the diplomatic of a 
Court, but of MAN. His character as a philosopher had been long estab¬ 
lished, and his circle of society in France was universal. Count Vergennes 
resisted for a considerable time the publication in France of the Ameri¬ 
can Constitutions, translated into the French language: but even in this 
he was obliged to give way to public opinion, and a sort of propriety in 
admitting to appear what he had undertaken to defend. The American 
Constitutions were to Liberty what a grammar is to language: they de¬ 
fine its parts of speech, and practically construct them into syntax. The 
peculiar situation of the then Marc^uis de la Fayette is another link in the 
great chain. He served in America as an American officer under a com¬ 
mission of Congress, and by the universality of his acquaintance was in 
close friendship with the civil government of America, as well as with the 
mihtary line. He spoke the language of the country, entered into the dis- 
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cussions on the principles of Government, and was always a welcome 
‘friend at any election. 

When the war closed, a vast reinforcement to the cause of Liberty 
spread itself over France, by the return of the French officers and soldiers. 
A knowledge of the practice was then joined to the theory; and all that 
was wanting to give it real existence was opportunity. Man cannot, 
properly speaking, make circumstances for his purpose, but he always 
has it in his power to improve them when they occur, and this was the 
case in France. 

M. Neckar was displaced in May, 1781; and by the ill-management 
of the finances afterwards, and particularly during the extravagant ad¬ 
ministration of M. Calonne, the revenue of France, which was nearly 
twenty-four millions sterling per year, was become unequal to the ex¬ 
penditure, not because the revenue had decreased, but because the ex- 
pences had increased; and this was a circumstance which the Nation l^d 
hold of to bring forward a Revolution. The English Minister, Mr. Pitt, 
has frequently alluded to the state of the French finances in his budgets, 
without understanding the subject. Had the French Parliaments been as 
ready to register edicts for new taxes as an English Parliament is to 
grant them, there had been no derangement in the finances, nor yet any 
Revolution; but this will better explain itself as I proceed. It will be 
necessary here to show how taxes were formerly raised in France. The 
King, or rather the Court or Ministry acting under the use of that name, 
framed the edicts for taxes at their own discretion, and sent them to the 
Parliaments to be registered; for until they were registered by the Parlia¬ 
ments they were not operative. Disputes had long existed between the 
Court and the Parliaments with respect to the extent of the Parlia¬ 
ments* authority on this head. The Court insisted that the authority of 
Parliaments went no farther than to remonstrate or show reasons against 
the tax, reserving to itself the right of determining whether the reasons 
were well or ill-founded; and in consequence thereof, either to withdraw 
the edict as a matter of choice, or to order it to be enregistered as a matter 
of authority. The Parliaments on their part insisted that they had not 
only a right to remonstrate, but to reject; and on this ground they were 
always supported by the Nation. But to return to the order of my n^- 
rative M. Calonne wanted money: and as he knew the sturdy disposition 
of the Parliaments with respect to new taxes, he ingeniously sought either 
to approach them by a more gentle means than that of direct authority, 
or to get over their heads by a manoeuvre; and for this purpose he revived 
the project of assembling a body of men from the several provinces, un- 
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der the style of an “Assembly of the Notables,” or men of note, who met 
in 1787, and who were either to recommend taxes to the Parliaments, or 
to act as a Parliament themselves. An assembly under this name had been 
called in 1617. 

As we are to view this as the first practical step towards the Revolu- 
tion, it will be proper to enter into some particulars respecting it. The 
Assembly of the Notables has in some places been mistaken for the 
States-General, but was wholly a different body, the States-General be¬ 
ing always by election. The persons who composed the Assembly of the 
Notables were all nominated by the King, and consisted of one hundred 
and forty members. But as M. Calonne could not depend upon a majority 
of this Assembly in his favour, he very ingeniously arranged them in 
such a manner as to make forty-four a majority of one hundred and forty; 
to effect this he disposed of them into seven separate committees, of 
twenty members each. Every general question was to be decided, not by 
a majority of persons, but by a majority of committees; and as eleven 
votes would make a majority in a committee, and four conunittees a 
majority of seven, M. Calonne, had good reason to conclude that as forty- 
four would determine any general question he could not be outvoted. 
But all his plans deceived him, and in the event became his overthrow. 
The then Marquis de la Fayette was placed in the second committee, of 
which the Count D’Artois was president, and as money matters were the 
object, it naturaUy brought into view every circumstance connected mth 
it. M.'de la Fayette made a verbal charge against Calonne for selling 
crown lands to the amount of two millions of Uvres, in a manner that 
appeared to be unknown to the King. The Count D’Artois (as if to 
intimidate, for the BastiUe was then in being) asked the Marquis if he 
would render the charge in writing? He replied that he would. The Count 
D’Artois did not demand it, but brought a message from the King to that 
purport. M. de la Fayette then delivered in his charge in writing, to be 
given to the King, undertaking to support it. No farther proceedings were 
had upon this affair, but M. Calonne was soon after dismissed by the 
Kin g and sent off to England. 

As M. de la Fayette, from the experience of what he had seen in 
America, was better acquainted with the science of dvU (Sovemment than 
the generality of the members who composed the Assembly of the Nota¬ 
bles could then be, the brunt of the business fell considerably to his share. 
The plan of those who had a Constitution in view was to contend with the 
Court on the ground of taxes, and some of them openly professed then- 
object. Disputes frequently arose between Count D’Artois and M. de la 
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Fayette upon various subjects. With respect to the arrears already in¬ 
curred the latter proposed to remedy them by accommodating the ex- 
pences to the revenue instead of the revenue to the expences; and as 
objects of reform he proposed to abolish the Bastille and all the State 
prisons throughout the Nation (the keeping of which was attended with 
great expense), and to sup>p>ress leiirts de cachet; but those matters were 
not then much attended to, and with respect to lettres de cachet^ a ma¬ 
jority of the nobles appeared to be in favour of them. 

On the subject of supplying the Treasury by new taxes the Assembly 
declined taking the matter on themselves, concurring in the opinion that 
they had not authority. In a debate on this subject M. de la Fayette 
said that raising money by taxes could only be done by a National As¬ 
sembly, freely elected by the people, and acting as their representatives. 
Do you mean, said the Coimt D^Artois, the States-General? M. de la 
Fayette replied that he did. WiU you, said the Count D'Artois, sign what 
you say to be given to the King? The other replied that he would not 
only do this but that he would go farther, and say that the effectual mode 
would be for the King to agree to the establishment of a Constitution. 

As one of the plans had thus failed, that of getting the Assembly to 
act as a Parliament, the other came into view, that of recommending. On 
this subject the Assembly agreed to recommend two new taxes to be 
enregistered by the Parliament: the one a stamp-tax and the other a 
territorial or sort of land-tax. The two have been estimated at about 
five millions sterling per annum. We have now to turn our attention to 
the Parliaments, on whom the business was again devolving. 

The Archbishop of Toulouse (since Archbishop of Sens, and now a 
Cardinal) was appointed to the administration of the finances soon after 
the dismission of Calonne. He was also made Prime Minister, an office 
that did not always exist in France. When this office did not exist, the 
chiefs of the principal departments transacted business immediately 
with the King, but when a Prime Minister was appointed they did busi¬ 
ness only with him. The Archbishop arrived to more state-authority 
than any Minister since the Duke de Choiseul, and the Nation was 
strongly disposed in his favour; but by a line of conduct scarcely to be 
accounted for he perverted every opportunity, turned out a despot, and 
sunk into disgrace, and a Cardinal 

The Assembly of the Notables having broken up, the new Minister sent 
the edicts for the two taxes recommended by the Assembly to the Parlia¬ 
ments to be enregistered. They of course came first before the Parliament 
of Paris, who returned for answer. That with such a revenue as the na- 
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tion then supported the name of taxes ought not to be mentioned but for 
the purpose of reducing them, and threw both the edicts out. 

On this refusal the Parliament was ordered to Versailles, where, in the 
usual form, the King held what under the old Government was called a 
Bed of Justice; and the two edicts were enregistered in presence of the 
Parliament by an order of State. 

On this the Parliament immediately returned to Paris, renewed their 
session in form, and ordered the enregistering to be struck out, declaring 
that ever 3 rthing done at Versailles was Ulegal. AH the members of the 
Parliament were then served with Lettres de Cachet, and exiled to Trois; 
but as they continued as infle.xible in exile as before, and as vengeance did 
not supply the place of taxes, they were after a short time recalled to 
Paris. 

The edicts were again tendered to them, and the Count D’.Artois under¬ 
took to act as represenUtive of the King. For this purpose he came from 
Versailles to Paris, in a train of procession; and the Parliament were 
assembled to receive him. But show and parade had lost their influence 
in France; and whatever ideas of importance he might set off with, he 
had to return with those of mortification and disappointment. On alight¬ 
ing from his carriage to ascend the steps of the Parliament House, the 
crowd (which was numerously collected) threw out trite expressions say¬ 
ing: “This is Monsieur D’Artois, who wants more of our money to 
spend.” The marked disapprobation which he saw impressed him with 
apprehensions, and the word Aux armest (To armst) was given out by 
the officer of the guard who attended him. It was so loudly vociferated, 
that it echoed through the avenues of the House, and produced a tem¬ 
porary confusion. I was then standing in one of the apartments through 
which he had to pass, and could not avoid reflecting bow wretched was 

the condition of a disrespected man. 

He endeavoured to impress the Parliament by great words, and opened 
his authority by saying, “The King, our Lord and Master.” The Parlia¬ 
ment received him very coolly and with their usual determinaUon not to 
register the taxes; and in this manner the interview ended. 

After this a new subject took place; In the various debates and con¬ 
tests which arose between the Court and the Parliaments on die subject 
of ta xes , the Parliament of Paris at last declared that although it had been 
customary for Parliaments to enregister edicts for taxes as a matter of 
convenience, the ri^t belonged only to the States-Getural; and that, 
therefore, the Parliament could go longer with propriety continue to 
debate on what it had not authority to act. The King after this came to 
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Paris and held a meeting with the Parliament, in which he continued from 
ten in the morning till about six in the evening, and, in a manner that 
appeared to proceed from him as if unconsulted upon with the Cabinet 
or Ministry, gave his word to the Parliament that the States-General 
should be convened. 

But after this another scene arose, on a ground different from all the 
former. The Minister and the Cabinet were averse to calling the States- 
General. They well knew that if the States-General were assembled, 
themselves must fall; and as the King had not mentioned any time, they 
hit on a project calculated to elude, without appearing to oppose. 

For this purjpose, the Court set about making a sort of Constitution 
itself. It was principally the work of M. Lamoignon, Keeper of the Seals, 
who afterwards shot himself. This new arrangement consisted in estab¬ 
lishing a body imder the name of a Cour Pltnibre, or full Court, in which 
were invested all the powers that the Government might have occasion to 
make use of. The persons composing this Court were to be nominated 
b 3 r'the King. The contended right of taxation was given up on the part 
of the King, and a new criminal code of laws and law proceedings was 
substituted in the room of the former. The thing, in many points, con¬ 
tained better principles than those upon which the Government had 
hitherto been administered; but with respect to the Cour Plinihre, it was 
DO other than a medium through which despotism was to pass, without 
appearing to act directly from itself. 

The Cabinet had high expectations from their new contrivance. The 
persons who were to compose the Cour PUnibre were already nominated; 
and as it was necessary to carry a fair appearance, many of the best 
characters in the Nation were appointed among the number. It was to 
commence on the 8th of May, 1788; but an opposition arose to it on two 
grounds—the one as to principle, the other as to form. 

On the ground of principle it was contended that Government had not 
a right to alter itself, and that if the practice was once admitted it would 
grow into a principle and be made a precedent for any future alterations 
the Government might wish to establish; that the right of altering the 
Government was a national right, and not a right of Government. And 
on the ground of form it was contended that the Cour PUnibre was noth¬ 
ing more than a larger Cabinet. 

The then Duke de la Rouchefoucault, Luxembourg, De Noailles, and 
many others, refused to accept the nomination, and strenuously opposed 
the whole plan. When the edict for establishing this new Court was sent 
to the Parliaments to be enregistered and put into execution, they resisted 
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also. The Parliament of Paris not only refused, but denied the authority; 
and the contest renewed itself between the Parliament and the Cabinet 
more strongly than ever. While the Parliament were sitting in debate on 
this subject, the Ministry ordered a regiment of soldiers to surround the 
House and form a blockade. The members sent out for beds and provi¬ 
sions, and lived as in a besieged citadel; and as this had no effect, the 
commanding ofBcer was ordered to enter the Parliament House and seize 
them, which he did, and some of the principal members were shut up in 
different prisons. About the same time a deputation of persons arrived 
from the province of Brittany to remonstrate against the establishment 
of the Cour Plinikre, and those the Archbishop sent to the Bastille. But 
the spirit of the Nation was not to be overcome, and it was so fully senri- 
ble of the strong ground it had taken, that of withholding taxes, that it 
contented itself with keeping up a sort of quiet resistance, which effec¬ 
tually overthrew all the plans at that time formed against it. The project 
of the Cour Plimkre was at last obliged to be given up, and the Prime 
Minister not long afterwards followed its fate, and M. Neckar was 
recalled into ofBce. 

The attempt to establish the Cour Plinikre had an effect upon the Na¬ 
tion which itself did not perceive. It was a sort of new form of Govern¬ 
ment that insensibly served to put the old one out of sight and to un¬ 
hinge it from the superstitious authority of antiquity. It was Government 
dethroning Government; and the old one, by attempting to make a new 
one, made a chasm. 

The failure of this scheme renewed the subject of convening the States- 
General; and thL<; gave rise to a new series of politics. 

There was no settled form for convening the States-General; all that 
it positively meant was a deputation from what was then called the 
Clergy, the Noblesse, and the Commons; but their numbers or their 
proportions had not been always the same. They had been conven^ 
only on extraordinary occasions, the last of which was in 1614; their 
numbers were then in equal proportions, and they voted by orders. 

It could not well escape the sagacity of M. Neckar, that the mode of 
1614 would answer neither the purpose of the then Government nor of 
the Nation. As matters were ,at that time circumstanced it would have 
been too contentious to agree upon anything. The debates would have 
been endless upon privileges and exemptions, in which neither the wants 
of the Government nor the wishes of the Nation for a Constitution would 
have been attended to. But as he did not choose to take the decision upon 
himself, he summoned again the Assembly of the Notables and referred 
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it to them. This body was in general interested in the decision, being 
chiefly of the Aristocracy and the high-paid Clergy, and they decided in 
favour of the mode of 1614. This decision was against the sense of the 
Nation, and also against the wishes of the Court; for the Aristocracy 
opposed Itself to both and contended for privileges independent of either. 
The subject was then taken up by the ParUament, who recommended 
that the number of the Commons should be equal to the other two: and 
they should all sit in one house and vote in one body. The number Anally 
determined on was 1200; 600 to be chosen by the Commons (and thi^ 
was less than their proportion ought to have been when their worth and 
consequence is considered on a national scale), 300 by the Clergy, and 
300 by the Aristocracy; but with respect to the mode of assembling 
themselves, whether together or apart, or the manner in which they 
should vote, these matters were referred. 

The election that followed was not a contested election, but an ani¬ 
mated one. The candidates were not men, but principles. Societies were 
formed in Pans, and committees of correspondence and communication 
established throughout the Nation, for the purpose of enlightening the 
people, and explaining to them the principles of civil Government; and 
so orderly was the election conducted, that it did not give rise even to 
the rumour of tumult. 

The States-General were to meet at Versailles in April, 1789, but did 
not assemble till May. They situated themselves in three separate cham¬ 
bers, or rather the Clergy and the Aristocracy withdrew each into a sep¬ 
arate chamber. 

The majority of the Aristocracy claimed what they called the privilege 
of voting as a separate body, and of giving their consent or their negative 
in that manner; and many of the Bishops and the high-beneficed Clergy 
claimed the same privilege on the part of their Order. 

The Tiers Etat (as they were then called) disowned any knowledge of 
artiflcial Orders and artiflcial privileges; and they were not only resolute 
on this point, but somewhat disdainful. They began to consider Aris¬ 
tocracy as a kind of fungus growing out of the corruption of society, that 
could not be admitted even as a branch of it; and from the disposition 
the Aristocracy had shown by upholding Lettres de Cachet and in sundry 
other instances, it was manifest that no Constitution could be formed by 
admitting men in any other character than as National Men. 

After various, altercations on this head, the Tiers Etat or Commons 
(as they were then called) declared themselves (on a motion made for 
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that purpose by the Abb^ Sieyes) ‘The Representatives of the Na¬ 
tion; and that the two Orders could be considered but as deputies of 
corporations, and could only have a deliberative voice when they assem¬ 
bled in a national character with the national representatives.” 

This proceeding extinguished the stile of Etats Giniraux, or States- 
General, and erected it into the stile it now bears, that of VAssemblie Na- 
tionale, or National Assembly. 

This motion was not made in a precipitate manner. It was the result of 
cool deliberation, and concerted between the national representatives and 
the patriotic members of the two chambers, who saw into the folly, mis¬ 
chief and injustice of artificial privileged distinctions. 

It was become evident, that no Constitution, worthy of being called by 
that name, could be established on anything less than a national ground. 
The Aristocracy had hitherto op{x>sed the despotism of the Court, and 
affected the language of patriotism; but it opposed it as its rival (as the 
English Barons opposed King John), and it now opposed the nation 
from the same motives. 

On carrying motion, the national representatives, as had been 
concerted, sent an invitation to the two chambers, to unite with them in 
a National character, and proceed to business. 

A majority of the Clergy, chiefly of the parish {>nests, withdrew from 
the clerical chamber, and joined the Nation; and forty-five from the 
other chamber joined in like manner. 

There is a sort of secret history belonging to this last circumstance, 
which is necessary to its explanation; it was not judged prudent that all 
the patriotic members of the chamber stiling itself the Nobles, should 
quit it at once; and in consequence of this arrangement, they drew off by 
degrees, always leaving some, as well to reason the case, as to watch the 
suspected. 

In a little time the numbers increased from forty-five to eighty, and 
soon after to a greater number; which, with the majority of the clergy, 
and the whole of the national representatives, put the malcontents in a 
very diminutive condition. 

The King, who, very different from the general class called by that 
name, is a man of a good heart, showed himself disposed to recommend a 
union of the three chambers, on the ground the National Assembly had 
taken; but the malcontents exerted themselves to prevent it, and began 
now to have another project in view. 

Their numbers consisted of a majority of the aristocratical chamber 
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and a minority of the clerical chamber, chiefly of Bishops and high- 
beneficed Clergy; and these men were determined to put everything to 
issue, as well by strength as by stratagem. 

They had no objection to a Constitution; but it must be such a one 
as themselves should dictate, and suited to their own views and particular 
situations. 

On the other hand, the Nation disowned knowing anything of them but 
as citizens, and was determined to shut out all such upstart pretensions. 
The more Aristocracy appeared, the more it was despised; there was a 
visible imbecility and want of intellects in the majority—a sort of je ne 
sais quoi, that while it affected to be more than citizen, was less than 
man. It lost ground from contempt more than from hatred; and was 
rather jeered at as an ass than dreaded as a lion. This is the general char¬ 
acter of Aristocracy, or what are called Nobles or Nobility, or rather 
No-ability, in all countries. 

The plan of the malcontents consisted now of two things; either to 
deliberate and vote by chambers (or orders), more especially on all ques¬ 
tions respecting a Constitution (by which the aristocratical chamber 
would have had a negative on any article of the Constitution); or, in 
case they could not accomplish this object, to overthrow the National 
Assembly entirely. 

To effect one or other of these objects they began now to cultivate a 
friendship with the despotism they had hitherto attempted to rival, and 
the Count D’Artois became their chief. 

The King (who has since declared himself deceived into their meas¬ 
ures) held, according to the old form, a Bed of Justice, in which he 
accorded to the deliberation and vote par tete (by head) upon several sub¬ 
jects; but reserved the deliberation and vote upon all questions respect¬ 
ing a Constitution to the three chambers separately. 

This declaration of the King was made against the advice of M. 
Neckar, who now began to perceive that he was growing out of fashion 
at Court, and that another Minister was in contemplation. 

As the form of sitting in separate chambers was yet apparently kept 
up, though essentially destroyed, the national representatives immedi¬ 
ately after this declaration of the King resorted to their own chambers 
to consult on a protest against it; and the minority of the chamber (call¬ 
ing itself the Nobles), who had joined the national cause, retired to a 
private house to consult in like manner. 

The malcontents had by this time concerted their measures with the 
Court, which Count D’Artois undertook to conduct; and as they saw 
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from the discontent which the declaration exdted, and the opposition 
making against it, that they could not obtain a control over the intended 
Constitution by a separate vote, they prepared themselves for their 
object—that of con^iring against the National Assembly, and over¬ 
throwing it. 

The next rooming the door of the chamber of the National Assembly 
was shut against them, and guarded by troops; and the members were 
refused admittance. On this they withdrew to a tennis-ground in the 
neighbourhood of Versailles, as the most convenient place they could 
find, and, after renemng their session, took an oath never to separate 
from each other, under any circumstance whatever, death excepted, until 
they had established a Constitution. As the experiment of shutting up 
the bouse had no other effect than that of producing a closer connection 
in the members, it was opened again the next day, and the public busi¬ 
ness recommenced in the usual place. 

We now are to have in view the forming of the new Ministry, which 
was to accomplish the overthrow of the National Assembly. But as force 
would be necessary, orders were issued to assemble thirty thousand 
troops, the command of which was given to Brogho, one of the new- 
intended Ministry, who was recalled from the country for this purpose. 
But as some management was necessary to keep this plan concealed till 
the moment it should be ready for execution, it is to this policy that a 
declaration made by Count D'Artois must be attributed, and which is 
here proper to be introduced. 

It could not but occur, while the malcontents continued to resort to 
their chambers separate from the National Assembly, that more jealous 
would be excited than if they were mixed with it, and that the plot 
might be suspected. But as they had taken their ground, and wanted a 
pretence for quitting it, it was necessary that one should be devised. This 
was effectually accomplished by a declaration made by the Count 
D'Artois: “That if they took not a part in the National Assembly, the 
life of the King would be endangered;” on which they quitted their 
chambers, and mixed with the Assembly, in one body. 

At the time this declaration was made, it was generally treated as a 
piece of absurdity in Count D'Artois, and calculated merely to relieve 
fhe outstanding members of the two chambers from the diminutive situa¬ 
tion they were put in; and if nothing more had followed, this conclusion 
would have been good. But as things best explain themselves by their 
^ents, this apparent union was only a cover to the machinations which 
were secretly going on; and the declaration accommodated itself to an- 
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swer that purpose. In a little time the National Assembly found itself 
surrounded by troops, and thousands more were daily arriving. On this 
a very strong declaration was made by the National Assembly to the 
King, remonstrating on the impropriety of the measure, and demanding 
the reason. The King, who was not in the secret of this business, as him¬ 
self afterwards declared, gave substantially for answer, that he had no 
other object in view than to preserve the public tranquillity, which ap¬ 
peared to be much disturbed. 

But in a few days from this time the plot unravelled itself. M. Neckar 
and the Ministry were displaced, and a new one formed of the enemies 
of the Revolution; and Broglio, with between twenty-five and thirty 
thousand foreign troops, was arrived to support them. The mask was now 
thrown off, and matters were come to a crisis. The event was that in a 
space of three days the new Ministry and their abettors found it prudent 
to fly the Nation; the Bastille was taken, and Broglio and his foreign 
troops dispersed, as is already related in the former part of this work. 

There are some curious circumstances in the history of this short-lived 
Ministry, and this short-lived attempt at a counter-revolution. The Palace 

Versailles, where the Court was sitting, was not more than four him- 
dred yards distant from the hall where the National Assembly was sit¬ 
ting. The two places were at this moment like the separate headquarters 
of two combatant armies; yet the Court was as perfectly ignorant of the 
information which had arrived from Paris to the National Assembly, as 
if it had resided at a hundred miles distance. The then Marquis de la 
Fayette, who (as has been already mentioned) was chosen to preside in 
the National Assembly on this particular occasion, named by order of the 
Assembly three siKxessive deputations to the King, on the day and up 
to the evening on which the Bastille was taken, to inform and confer 
with him on the state of affairs; but the Ministry, who knew not so much 
as that it was attacked, precluded all communication, and were solacing 
themselves how dexterously they had succeeded; but in a few hours the 
accounts arrived so thick and fast that they had to start from their desks 
and run. Some set off in one disguise, and some in another, and none in 
their own character. Their anxiety now was to outride the news, lest 
they should be stopped, which, though it flew fast, flew not so fast as 
themselves. 

It is worth relating that the National Assembly neither pursued those 
fugitive conspirators, nor took any notice of them, nor sought to retaliate 
in any shape whatever. 

Occupied with establishing a Constitution founded on the Rights of 
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Man and the Authority of the People, the only authority on which 
Government has a right to exist in any country, the National Assembly 
felt none of those mean passions which mark the character of impertinent 
Governments, founding themselves on their own authority, or on the 
absurdity of her^itary succession. It is the faculty of the human mind 
to become what it contemplates, and to act in unison with its object. 

T^e conspiracy being thus di^rsed, one of the first works of the 
National Assembly, instead of vindictive proclamations, as has been the 
case with other Governments, published a Declaration of the Rights of 

M^, ^ the basis on which the new Constitution was to be built, and 
which is here subjoined. 


Declaration of the Rights op Man and op Citizens 

BY THE NATIONAL ASSEBffiLY OP PRANCE 

The representatives of the people of France, formed into a National 
i^mbly, considering that ignorance, neglect, or conten^t of human 
rights, are the sole causes of public misfortunes and corruptions of Gov- 
emmrat, have resolved to set forth in a solemn declaraUon, these nat¬ 
ural, imprescriptible, and inalienable rights; that this declaration being 
constantly present to the minds of the members of the body social, they 
may be ever kept attentive to their rights and their duties; that the acts 
of the legislative and executive powers of Government, being capable of 
being every moment compared with the end of political institutions, may 
be more respected; and also, that the future claims of the citizens, being 
dirked by simple and mcontestable principles, may always tend to the 
maintenance of the Constitution, and the general happiness. 

For these reasons the National Assembly doth recognise and declare 
in the presence of the Supreme Being, and with the hope of his blessing 
and favour, the following sacred rights of men and of citizens: 

I. Men are born, and always continue, free and equal in respect of 
their rights. Civil distinctions, therefore, can be founded only on pubBc 
Utility. 

n. Tlie end of aD political associations is the preservation of the 
natural and imprescripUble rights of man; and these rights are Liberty, 
Property, Security, and Resistance of Oppression. 

ni. The Nation is essentiaUy the source of aD sovereignty; nor can 
^y individual, or any body of men, be entitled to any authority which 
is not expressly derived from it. 
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IV. Political Liberty consists in the power of doing whatever does not 
injure another. The exercise of the natural rights of every man, has no 
other limits than those which are necessary to secure to every other man 
the free exercise of the same rights; and these limits are determinable 

only by the law. ^ . 

V The law ought to prohibit only actions hurtful to society. What is 

not prohibited by the law should not be hindered; nor should any one 
be compelled to that which the law does not require. 

VI. The law is an expression of the wiU of the community. All citizeM 
have a right to concur, either personally or by their representatives, in 
its formation. It should be the same to all, whether it protects or punishes; 
and all being equal in its sight, are equally eligible to all honours, pla^, 
and employments, according to their different abilities, without any other 
distinction than that created by tbeir virtues and talents. 

VII. No man should be accused, arrested, or held in confinement, ex¬ 

cept in cases determined by the law, and according to the forms whic^ 
has prescribed. All who promote, solicit, execute, or cause to be executed, 
arbitrary orders, ought to be punished, and every ciUzen called upon, 
or apprehended by virtue of the law, ought immediately to obey, and 
renders himself culpable by resistance. ^ 

VIII. The law ought to impose no other penalties but such ^ are 
absolutely and evidenUy necessary; and no one ought to be punish^, 
but in virtue of a law promulgated before the offence, and legally appliw. 

DC. Every man being presumed innocent till he has been convicted, 
whenever his detention becomes indispensable, all rigour to him, more 
than is necessary to secure his person, ought to be provided against by 
the law. 

X. No man ought to be molested on account of his opinions, not even 
on account of his reUgious opinions, provided his avowal of them does not 
disturb the public order established by the law. 

XI. The unrestrained communication of thoughts and opinions b^g 
one of the most precious Rights of Man, every citizen may spe^, write, 
and publish freely, provided he is responsible for the abuse of this liberty, 

in cases determined by the law. u- i,» f 

XII. A public force being necessary to give security to the Rights oi 
Men and of citizens, that force is instituted for the benefit of the 
munity and not for the parUcular benefit of the persons with whom it is 

intrusted. , , . 

XIII. A common contribution being necessary for the support 
public force, and for defraying the other expenses of Government, i 
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ought to be divided equally among the members of the community, ac¬ 
cording to their abilities. 

XIV. Every citizen has a right, either by himself or his representa¬ 
tive, to a free voice in determining the necessity of public contributions, 
the appropriation of them, and their amount, mode of assessment, 
duration. 

XV. Every community has a right to demand of all its agents an account 
of their conduct. 

XVI. Every community in which a separation of powers and a security 
of rights is not provided for, wants a Constitution. 

XVII. The right to property being inviolable and sacred, no one ought 
to he deprived of it, except in cases of evident public necessity, legally as¬ 
certained, and on condition of a previous just indemnity. 


Obsekvations on the Declaration or Rights 

The first three artides comprehend in general terms the whole of a 
Declaration of Rights; all the succeeding artides either originate from 
them or follow as eluddations. The 4th, 5th, and 6th define more par¬ 
ticularly what is only generally expressed in the 1st, 2nd, and 3rd. 

The 7th, 8th, 9th, 10th, and 11th articles are declaratory of princqiles 
upon which laws shall be constructed, conformable to rights already de¬ 
clared. 

But it is questioned hy some very good pet^e in France, as well as in 
other coimtries, whether the 10th artkle suCBdently guarantees the right 
it is intended to accord with; besides which it takes off from the divine 
dignity of religion, and weakens its operative force upon the mind, to 
make it a subject of human laws. It then presents itself to man like li^t 
intercepted by a cloudy medium, in which the source of it is obscured 
from his sight, and he sees nothing to reverence in the dusky ray. 

The remaining articles, beginning with the twelfth, are substantially 
contained in the prindples of the preceding artides; but in the particular 
situation which France then was, having to undo what was wrong, as well 
as to set up what was right, it was proper to be more particular than what 
in another condition of things would be necessary. 

While the Declaration of Rights was before the National Assembly 
some of its members remarked that if a Declaration of Rights was pub¬ 
lished it should be accompanied by a dedaration of duties. The observa¬ 
tion discovered a mind that reflected, and it only erred by not reflecting far 
enough. A Declaration of Rights is, by redprodty, a dedaration of 
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duties also. Whatever is my right as a man is also the right of another; 

and it becomes my duty to guarantee as well as to possess. 

The first three articles are the basis of Liberty, as well individual as 
national; nor can any country be caUed free whose (^vemment does not 
take its beginning from the principles they contain, and continue to 
preserve them pure; and the whole of the Declaration of Rights is of 
more value to the world, and will do more good, than all the laws and 
statutes that have yet been promulgated. 

In the declaratory exordium which prefaces the Declaration of Rights 
we see the solemn and majestic spectacle of a Nation opening its com¬ 
mission, under the auspices of its Creator, to establish a Government, a 
scene so new, and so transcendenUy unequaDed by anything in the Euro¬ 
pean world, that the name of a Revolution is diminutive of its character, 
and it rises into a regknkration or man. What are the present Govern¬ 
ments of Europe but a scene of iniquity and oppression? What is that of 
England? Do not its own inhabitants say it is a market where every man 
has his price, and where corruption is common traffic at the expence of 
a deluded people? No wonder, then, that the French Revolution is 
traduced. Had it confined itself merely to the destruction of flagrant 
despotism perhaps Mr. Burke and some others had been silent. Their 
cry now is, “It has gone too far”—that is, it has gone too far for them. 
It stares corruption in the face, and the venal tribe are all alarmed. Their 
fear discovers itsdf in their outrage, and they are but publishing the 
groans of a wounded vice. But from such opposition the French Revolu¬ 
tion, instead of suffering, receives an homage. The more it is struck the 
more sparks it will emit; and the fear is it will not be struck enough. It 
has nothing to dread from attacks; Truth has given it an establishment, 
and Time will record it with a name as lasting as his own. 

Having now traced the progress of the French Revolution through 
most of its principal stages, from its commencement to the taking of the 
Bastille, and its establishment by the Declaration of Rights, I will close 
the subject with the energetic apostrophe of M. de la Fayette— May 
this great monument, raised to Liberty, serve as a lesson to the 

OPPRESSOR, AND AN EXAMPLE TO THE OPP RESSE D I 

Miscellaneous Chapter 

To prevent interrupting the argument in the preceding part of tto 
work, or the narrative that foUows it, I reserved some observations to be 
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thrown together into a miscellaneous chapter; by which variety might 
not be censured for confusion. 

Mr. Burke’s book is all misceDany. His intention was to make an 
attack on the French Revolution; but instead of proceeding with an 
orderly arrangement, he has stormed it with a mob of ideas tumbling 
over and destroying one another. 

But this confusion and contradiction in Mr. Burke’s book is easily 
accounted for. When a man in a long cause attempts to steer his course 
by anything else than some polar truth or principle, he is sure to be lost. 
It is beyond the compass of his capacity to keep all the parts of an 
argument together, and make them unite in one issue, by any other 
means than having this guide always in view. Neither memory nor in¬ 
vention wfll supply the want of it The former fails him, and the latter 
betrays him. 

Notwithstanding the nonsense, for it deserves no better name, that 
Mr. Burke has asserted about hereditary succession, and that a Nation 
has not a right to form a Government for itself; it happened to fall in his 
way to give some account of what Government is. 

“Government,” says he, “is a contrivance of human wisdom.” 

Admitting that Government is a contrivance of human wisdom, it must 
necessarily follow, that hereditary succession and hereditary rights (as 
they are called), can make no part of it, because it is impossible to tnal-A 
wisdom hereditary; and on the other hand, that cannot be a wise con¬ 
trivance, which in its operation may commit the Government of a Na¬ 
tion to the wisdom of an idiot. 

The ground which Mr. Burke now takes is fatal to every part of his 
cause. The argument changes from hereditary rights to hereditary wis¬ 
dom; and the question is. Who is the wisest man? 

He must now shew that every one in the line of hereditary succession 
was a Solomon, or his title is not good to be a Kin g 
What a stroke has Mr. Burke now made! To use a sailor’s phrase, he 
hM swabbed the deck, and scarcely left a name legible in the list of 
Kings; and he has mowed down and thinned the House of Peers, with a 
scythe as formidable as Death and Time. 

But Mr. Burke appears to have been aware of this retort; and he has 
taken care to guard against it, by making Goverrunent to be not only a 
contrivance of buman wisdom, but a motmpoly of wisdom. 

He p»uts the Nation as fools on one side, and places his Government 
of wisdom, aD wise men of Gotham, on the other side; and he then pro- 
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and says that “Men have a RIGHT that their wants ^ 

»*«-»« to My o( the tsdom, but to bo £0tM|^ 
^it^ "order to topress them «th 0 solemo roveroMO f« the. 
,^,„ioly govetruneot ot wisdom, aod of its vast capuaty for ah 
or iohmssible, right or wrong, be P;^ 
n^rious importance, to teU them its powers m these words: The rights 
S^ r^me.. «. their advaotages; tmd these are oI» m 

ance between differences of good; and in ^ 

tween good and evU, and sometimes between evU and evd 
son is a computing principle; adding—subtracting multip ying 
dividing, morally and not metaphysically or mathematically, true mo 

”^Tde:ing audience, whom Mr. Burhe opposes him^lf ^ 

ing to, may not understand all this learned jargon, I 

its in^reter. The meaning, then, good people, of ^ 

Government is governed by no prmaple whatever, tha 

^r^gorui iil, just as it plwmoh lu short, that Govorruooot m ur6w 

tfory power • 

But there are some things which Mr. Burke has for^tten. 

Fkit. he has not shewn where the wisdom originally came fr^ 

And Secondly, he has not shewn by what authority »t first egan 

In the manner he introduces the matter, it is GoyemmOTt st^ 

ing wisdom, or wisdom stealing Government. It is wthout an ongm, and 
its powers without authority. In short, it is usurpation. 

Whether it be from a sense of shame, or from a consciousn^ of 
radical defect in a Government necessary to be ‘‘ept out ^ 

from both, or from any other cause, I “"dertake not to (ktem , 
it is that a monarchical reasoner never traces Government to lU 
or tom iE source. If E one of ibe Mbbolah, by wUcb be muy te k^- 
A Urousaud yeM, beuce. Urns, who sirf Uv. m Amer,« m m 
will look back with contemplative pnde on the ongm of the ^ 
menu, and say. This mas the mork of our glorums 
can a monarchical talker say? What has he to exidt 

nothing. A colain something forbids him to look back to a begmn g, 
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some robber, or some Robin Hood, should rise from the long obscurity of 
time and say, I am the origin. Hard as Mr. Burke laboured the Regency 
Bill and hereditary succession two years ago, and much as he dived for 
precedents, he still had not boldness enough to bring up William of Nor¬ 
mandy, and say. There is the head of the list, there is the fountain of 
honour; the son of a prostitute and the plunderer of the English Nation. 

The opinions of men with respect to Government are changing fast in 
all countries. The Revolutions of America and France have thrown a 
beam of light over the world, which reaches into man. The enormous ex¬ 
pense of Governments has provoked people to think, by making them 
feel; and when once the veil begins to rend, it admits not of repair. Igno¬ 
rance is of a peculiar nature: and once dispelled, it is impossible to 
re-establish it It is not originally a thing of itself, but is only the absence 
of knowledge; and though man may be kept ignorant, he cannot be made 
ignorant. 

The mind, in discovering truth, acts in the same manner as it acts 
through the eye in discovering objects; when once any object has been 
seen, it is impossible to put the mind back to the same condition it was 
in before it saw it. 

Those who talk of a counter-revolution in France, show how little they 
understand of man. Tliere does not exist in the compass of language an 
arrangement of words to e3q)ress so much as the means of effecting a 
counter-revolution. The means must be an obliteration of knowledge; and 
it has never yet been discovered how to make man unknow his knowl¬ 
edge, or unthink his thoughts. 

Mr. Burke is labouring in vain to stop the progress of knowledge; and 
it comes with the worse grace from him, as there is a certain transaction 
known in the dty which renders him suspected of being a pensioner in a 
fictitious name. This may account for some strange doctrine he has ad¬ 
vanced in his book, which though he points it at the Revolution Society, 
is effectually directed against the whole Nation. 

‘"The King of England,” says he, “holds Ids Crown” (for h does not 
belong to the Nation, according to Mr. Burke) “in contempt of the choice 
of the Revolution Society, who have not a single vote for a King among 
them either individually or collectively; and his Majesty’s heirs each in 
their time and order, will come to the Crown with the same contempt 
of their choice with which his Majesty has succeeded to that which he 
now wears.” 

As to who is King in England or elsewhere, or whether tha^ is any 
King at all, or whether the people choose a Cherokee chief, or a Hessian 
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hussar for a King, it is not a matter that I trouble 
to themselves; but with respect to the docUme, so far as it relates o tte 
rights of Men and Nations, it is as abominable as anythmg ercr utterrf 
hfSie most enslaved country under heaven. Whether it sounds worse to 
my ear, by not being accustomed to hear such despoti^, than what t 
d(L to the ear of another person, I am ^t so weH a judge of; but of its 
abominable principle I am at no loss to judge. 

It is not the Revolution Society that Mr. Burke means; it is the N - 
tion, as well in its original as in its representative character; ^d he h^ 
taken care to make himself understood, by saying that they have not a 
vote either coUectively or individually. The Revolution Society ^co^ 
nosed of citizens of all denominations, and of members of both the Houses 
S?Srliament; and consequenUy, if there is not a right to a vote m any 
of the characters, there can be no right to any other m the Nation o 
in its Parliament. This ought to be a cauUon to every country how it 
imports foreign families to be Kings. It is 

that although the people of England have been m the hatot of talking 

about Kings, it is always a foreign house of Kings, hating 

governed by them. It is now the House of Brunswick, one of the petty 

tribes of Germany. 

It has hitherto been the practice of the English Parliam^ts to regulate 
what was called the succession (taking it for granted that the Nation the 
continued to accord to the form of annexing a monarchical branch to ito 
Government; for without this the Parliament could not have had autoor- 
ity to have sent either to Holland or to Hanover, or to impose a King 
upon the Nation against its wiU). And this must be the «t.wst limit to 
which Parliament can go upon the case; but the nght of the Na on g 
to the whole case, because it has the right of changing its whole torn of 
Government. The right of a Parliament is only a right in trust, a nght y 
delegation, and that but from a very smaU part of the Nation; and one 
of its Houses has not even this. But the right of the Nation is an ongi^ 
right, as universal as taxation. The Nation is the paymaster o every 
thing, and everything must conform to its general will. 

I remember taking notice of a speech in what is call^ the E g 
House of Peers, by the then Earl of Shelburne. ^ I think it ^ * 
rime he was Minister, which is appUcable to this case. I do not di^y 
charge my memory with every particular; but the words ^d toe p^- 
as nLy as I remember, were these: That the fonn oi a Gove^ 
^ a matter whoUy at the wUl of a Nation at all t^t 

a monarcUcal form, U had a right to have U so; andtfd afterwards cho 
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to be a RepubUc, it had a right to be a Republic, and to say to a King, 
**We have no longer any occasion for youJ* 

When Mr. Burke says that ‘Tiis Majesty^s heirs and successors, each 
in their time and order, will come to the Crown with the same contempt 
of their choice with which his Majesty has succeeded to that he wears,” 
it is saying too much even to the humblest individual in the country, 
part of whose daily labour goes towards making up the million sterling 
a-year, which the country gives the person it stiles a King. Government 
with insolence is despotism; but when contempt is added it becomes 
worse; and to pay for contempt is the excess of slavery. This species of 
Government comes from Germany; and reminds me of what one of the 
Brunswick soldiers told me, who was taken prisoner by the Americans in 
the late war: “Ah!” said he, “America is a fine free country, it is worth 
the people^s fighting for; I know the difference by knowing my own; 
in my country, if the prince says eat straw, we eat straw.” God help that 
country, thought I, be it England or elsewhere, whose liberties are to be 
protected by German principles of Government, and Princes of Bruns¬ 
wick! 

As Mr. Burke sometimes speaks of England, sometimes of France, 
and sometimes of the world, and of Government in general, it is difficult 
to answer his book without apparently meeting him on the same ground. 
Although principles of Government are general subjects, it is next to 
impossible, in many cases, to separate them from the idea of place and 
circumstance, and the more so when circumstances are put for arguments, 
which is frequently the case with Mr. Burke. 

In the former part of his book, addressing himself to the people of 
France, he says: “No experience has taught us (meaning the En^ish), 
that in any other course or method than that of a hereditary crown, can 
our liberties be regularly perpetuated and preserved sacred as our heredi- 
tary rights I asked Mr. Burke, Who is to take them away? M. de la Fay¬ 
ette, in speaking to France, says: “For a Nation to be free, it is sufficient 
that she wills it.” But Mr. Burke represents England as wanting capacity 
to take care of itself, and that its liberties must be taken care of by a 
King holding it in “contempt.” If England is sunk to this, it is preparing 
itself to eat straw, as in Hanover, or in Brunswick. But besides the folly 
of the declaration, it happens that the facts are all against Mr. Burke. 

It was by the Government being hereditary, that the h’berties of the 
people were endangered. Charles I. and James II. are instances of this 
truth; yet neither of them went so far as to hold the Nation in contempt. 

As it is sometimes of advantage to the people of one country to hear 


164 SELECTED WORK OF TOM PAINE 

what those of other countries have to say respecting it, it is possible that 
the people of France may learn something from Mr. Burke’s book, and 
that the people of England may also learn something from the answers 
it will occasion. When Nations fall out about freedom, a wide field of de¬ 
bate is opened. The argument commences with the rights of war, without 
its evils; and as knowledge is the object contended for, the party that 
sustains the defeat obtains the prize. 

Mr. Burke talks about what he calls an hereditary crown, as if it were 
some production of Nature; or as if, like time, it had a power to of^rate, 
not only independently, but in spite of man; or as if it were a thing or 
a subject universaUy consented to. Alas! it has none of those properties, 
but is the reverse of them aU. It is a thing in imagination, the propriety 
of which is more than doubted, and the legality of which in a few years 
will be denied. 

But, to arrange this matter in a clearer view than what general expres¬ 
sion CM convey, it will be necessary to state the distinct heads under 
which (what is called) an hereditary crown, or more properly speaking, 
an hereditary succession to the Government of a Nation, can be consid¬ 
ered ; which are— 

First, the right of a particular Family to establish itself. 

Secondly, the right of a Nation to establish a particular Family. 

With respect to the first of these heads, that of a Family establishing 
itself with hereditary powers on its own authority, and independent of 
the consent of a Nation, all men will concur in calling it despotism, and 
it would be trespassing on their understanding to attempt to prove it. 

But the second head, that of a Nation establishing a particular Family 
with hereditary powers, does not present itself as desjxitism on the first 
reflection; but if men will permit a second reflection to take place, and 
carry that reflection forward but one remove out of their own persons 
to that of their offspring, they will then see that hereditary succession 
becomes in its consequences the same despotism to others, which they 
reprobated for themselves. It operates to preclude the consent of the 
succeeding generations; and the preclusion of consent is despotism. When 
the person who at any time shall be in possession of a Government, or 
those who stand in succession to him, shall say to a Nation, I hold this 
power in “contempt” of you, it signifies not on what authority he pre¬ 
tends to say it. It is no relief, but an aggravation to a person in slavery, 
to reflect that he was sold by his parent; and as that which heightens Ae 
criminality of an act cannot be produced to prove the legality of it, heredi¬ 
tary succession cannot be established as a legal thing. 
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In order to arrive at a more perfect decision on this head, it will be 
proper to consider the generation which undertakes to establish a family 
with hereditary powers, apart and separate from the generations which 
are to follow; and also to consider the character in which the first genera¬ 
tion acts with respect to succeeding generations. 

The generation which first sdects a person, and puts him at the head 
of its Government, either with the title of King, or any other distinction, 
acts its own choice, be it wise or foolish, as a free agent for itself. 

The person so set up is not hereditary, but selected and appointed; 
and the generation who sets him up, does not live under an hereditary 
Government, but under a Government of its own choice and establish¬ 
ment. 

Were the generation who sets him up, and the person so set up, to live 
for ever, it never could become hereditary succession; and of consequence 
hereditary succession can only follow on the death of the first parties. 

As, therefore, hereditary succession is out of the question with respect 
to the first generation, we have now to consider the character in which 
that generation acts with respect to the commencing generation, and to 
all succeeding ones. 

It assumes a character, to which it has neither right nor title. It changes 
itself from a legislator to a testator, and affects to make its will, which 
is to have operation after the demise of the makers, to bequeath the Gov¬ 
ernment: and it not only attempts to bequeath, but to establish on the 
succeeding generation, a new and different form of Government under 
which itself lived. Itself, as already observed, lived not under a hereditary 
Government, but under a Government of its own choice and establish¬ 
ment; and it now attemi>ts, by virtue of a will and testament (and which 
it has not authority to make), to take from the commencing generation, 
and all future ones, the rights and free agency by which itself acted. 

But, exclusive of the right which any generation has to act collectively 
as a testator, the objects to which it applies itself in this case, arc not 
within the compass of any law, or of any will or testament. 

The rights of men in society, are neither devisable or transferable, nor 
annihilable, but are descendable only, and it is not in the power of any 
generation to intercept finally, and cut off the descent. 

If the present generation, or any other, are disposed to be slaves, it 
does not lessen the right of the succeeding generation to be free. Wrongs 
cannot have a legal descent. 

When Mr. Burke attempts to maintain that the English Nation did 
at the Revolution of 1688, most solemnly renounce and abdicate their 
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rights for themselves, and for afl their posterity for ever, he speaks a lai> 
guage that merits not reply, and which can only excite contempt for his 
prostitute principles, or pity for his ignorance. 

In whatever light hereditary succession, as growing out of the will and 
testament of some former generation, presents itself, it is an absurdity. 
A cannot make a wUl to take from B the property of B, and gi\^ it to C; 
yet this is the manner in which (what is called) hereditary succession by 
law operates. A certain former generation made a will to take away the 
rights of the commencing generation, and all future ones, and convey 
those rights to a third person, who afterwards comes forward, and telb 
them, in Mr. Burke’s language, that they have no rights, that their rights 
are already bequeathed to him and that he will govern in contempt of 
them. From such prindples, and such ignorance, Good Lord deliver the 
world! 

But, after all, what is the metaphor called a Crown, or rather what is 
Monarchy? Is it a thing, or is it a name, or is it a fraud? Is it a “con¬ 
trivance of human wisdom,^* or of human craft to obtain money from a 
Nation under spedous pretences? Is it a thing necessary to a Nation? 
If it is, in what does that necessity consist, what services does it perform, 
what is its business, and what are its merits? Does the virtue consist in 
the metaphor, or in the man? Doth the goldsmith that makes the crown, 
make the virtue also? Doth it operate like Fortunatus’s wishing-cap, or 
Harlequin’s wooden sword? Doth it make a man a conjuror? In fine, 
what is it? It appears to be a something going much out of fashion, fall¬ 
ing into ridicule, and rejected in some countries both as unnecessary and 
expensive. In America it is considered as an absurdity; and in Frana 
it has so far declined, that the goodness of the man and the respect for his 
personal character, are the only things that preserve the appearance of 
its existence. 

If Government be what Mr. Burke describes it, “a contrivance of hu¬ 
man wisdom,” I might ask him, if wisdom was at such a low ebb in Eng¬ 
land, that it was become necessary to import it from Holland and from 
Hanover? But I will do the country the justice to say, that was not the 
case; and even if it was, it mistook the cargo. The wisdom of every coun¬ 
try, when properly exerted, is sufficient for all its purposes; and there 
cot^ exist no more real occasion in England to have sent for a Dutch 
stadtholder, or a German elector, than there was in America to have done 
a similar thing. If a country does not understand its own affairs, how is 
a foreigner to understand them, who knows neither its laws, its manners, 
nor its language? If there existed a man so transcendently wise above 
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all others, that his wisdom was necessary to instruct a Nation, some rea¬ 
son might be offered for Monarchy; but when we cast our eyes about 
a country, and observe how every part understands its own affairs; and 
when we look around the world, and see that of all men in it, the race of 
Kings are the most insignificant in capacity, our reason cannot fail to 
ask us—^What are those men kept for? 

If there be anything in Monarchy which we p)eople of America do not 
understand, I wish Mr. Burke would be so kind as to inform us. I see in 
America, a Government extending over a country ten times as large as 
England, and conducted with regularity, for a fortieth part of the ex¬ 
pence which Government costs in England. If I ask a man in America 
if he wants a King, he retorts, and asks me if I take him for an idiot? 
How is it that this difference happens? are we more or less wise than 
others? I see in America the generality of people living in a stile of plenty 
unknown in monarchical countries; and I see that the principle of its 
Government, which is that of the equal Rights of Man, is making a rapid 
progress in the world. 

If Monarchy is a useless thing, why is it kept up anywhere? and if a 
necessary thing, how can it be dispensed with? That civil Government is 
necessary, all civilised Nations will agree: but civil Government is re¬ 
publican Government AH that part of the Government of England which 
begins with the office of constable, and proceeds through the department 
of magistrate, quarter-sessions, and general assize, including trial by 
jury, is republican Government. Nothing of Monarchy appears in any 
part of it, except the name which William the Conqueror imp>osed upon 
the English, that of obliging them to call him “Their Sovereign Lord the 
King.” 

It is easy to conceive that a band of interested men, such as placemen, 
pensioners, lords of the bedchamber, lords of the kitchen, lords of the 
necessary-house, and the Lord knows what besides, can find as many 
reasons for Monarchy as their salaries, paid at the expence of the coun¬ 
try, amount to; but if I ask the fanner, the manufacturer, the merchant, 
the tradesman, and down through all the occupations of life to the com¬ 
mon labourer, what service Monarchy is to him? he can give me no an¬ 
swer. If I ask him what Monarchy is, he believes it is something like a 
sinecure. 

Notwithstanding the taxes of England amount to almost seventeen mil¬ 
lions a year, said to be for the expences of Government, it is still evident 
that the sense of the nation is left to govern itself, and does govern itself, 
by magistrates and juries, almost at its own charge, on republican prin- 
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dpies, exdusive of the expence of taxes. The salanes of the judges are 
almost the only charge that is paid out of the revenue. Considering that 
all the internal Government is executed by the people, the taxes of Eng¬ 
land ought to be the lightest of any nation in Europe; instead of whi^, 
they are the contrary. As this cannot be counted on the score of civfl 
Government, the subject necessarily extends itself to the Monarchical 


part. . 

When the peoi^e of England sent for George the First, (and it would 
puzzle a wiser man than Mr. Burke to discover for what he could be 
wanted, or what service he could render) they ought at least to have con¬ 
ditioned for the abandonment of Hanover. Besides the endless Orman 
intrigues that must follow from a German Elector being King of Eng¬ 
land, there is a natural impossibility of uniting in the same person the 
principles of freedom and the prindples of despodsm, or as it is usually 
called in England arbitrary power. A German Elector is in his electorate 
a despot; how then could it be expected that he should be attached to 
principles of liberty in one country while his interest in another was to be 
supported by despotism? The union cannot exist; and it might easily 
have been foreseen that German electors would make German Kings, or 
in Mr. Burke's words, would assume Government with “contempt. The 
English have been in the habit of considering a King of England only in 
the character in which he appears to them; whereas the same person, 
while the connection lasts, has a home-seat in another country, the in¬ 
terest of which is different to their own, and the principles of the Govem- 
n^ents in opposition to each other. To such a person England will appear 
as a town-residence, and the electorate as the estate. The English may 
widi, as I believe they do, success to the principles of liberty in Fra^c, 
or m Germany; but a German Elector trembles for the fate of despotism 
in his electorate; and the Dutchy of Mecklenburg, where the present 
(Queen's family governs, is under the same wretched state of arbitrary 


power, and the people in slavish vassalage. 

There never was a time when it became the English to watch conti¬ 
nental intrigues more ckcumspectly than at the present moment, and to 
distinguish the politics of the electorate from the politics of the Nation. 
The Revolution of France has entirdy changed the ground with respect 
to England and France, as Nations; but the (German despots, with Prus¬ 
sia at their head, are combining against Liberty; and the fondness o 
Mr. Pitt for office, aiKi the interest which all his family connections have 
obtained, do not give sufficient security against this intrigue. 

As everything which passes in the world becomes matter for history, 
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I win now quit this subject, and take a concise review of the state of par¬ 
ties and politics in England, as Mr. Burke has done in France. 

Whether the present reign commenced with contempt, I leave to Mr. 
Burke; certain, however, it is that it had strongly that appearance. The 
animosity of the English Nation, it is very well remembered, ran high; 
and, had the true principles of Liberty been as well understood thoi as 
they now promise to be, it is probable the Nation would not have pa¬ 
tiently submitted to so much. George the First and Second were sensible 
of a rival in the remains of the Stuarts; and as they could not but con¬ 
sider themselves as standing on their good behaviour, they had prudence 
to keep their German pwinciples of Government to themselves; but as 
the Stuart family wore away, the prudence became less necessary. 

The contest between rights, and what were called prerogatives, con¬ 
tinued to heat the Nation till some time after the conclusion of the Ameri¬ 
can War—^when all at once it fdl a calm—execration exchanged itself 
for applause, and Court popularity sprang up like a mushroom in a night. 

To account for this sudden transition, it is proper to observe that there 
are two distinct species of popularity; the one excited by merit, and the 
other by resentment. As the Nation had formed itself into two parties, 
and each was extolling the merits of its parliamentary champions for and 
against prerogative, nothing could operate to give a more general shock 
than an immediate coalition of the champions themselves. The partisans 
of each being thus suddenly left in the lurch, and mutually heated with 
disgust at the measure, felt no other relief than uniting in a common exe¬ 
cration against both. A higher stimulus of resentment being thus excited 
than what the contest on prerogatives occasioned, the Nation quitted all 
former objects of rights and wrongs, and sought only that of gratification. 
The indignation at the Coalition so effectually superseded the indigna¬ 
tion against the Court as to extinguish it; and without any change of 
principles on the piart of the Court, the same people who had reprobated 
its despotism united with it to revenge themselves on the Coahtion Par¬ 
liament. The case was not, which they Hked best, but which they hated 
most; and the least hated passed for love. The dissolution of the Coali¬ 
tion Parliament, as it afforded the means of gratif3dng the resentment of 
the Nation, could not fail to be popular: and from hence arose the popu¬ 
larity of the Court. 

Transitions of this kind exhibit a Nation under the Government of 
temper, instead of a fixed and steady principle; and having once com¬ 
mitted itself, however rashly, it feels itself urged along to justify, by con¬ 
tinuance, its first proceeding. Measures which at other times it would 
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censure, it now approves, and acts persuasion upon itself to suffocate its 
judgment. 

On the return of a new Parliament, the new Minister, Mr. Pitt, found 
himself in a seciue majority; and the Nation gave him credit, not out of 
regard to himself, but because it had resolved to do it out of resentment 
to another. He introduced himself to public notice by a proposed reform 
of Parliament, which in its operation would have amounted to a public 
justification of corruption. The Nation was to be at the expence of buying 
up the rotten boroughs, whereas it ought to punish the persons who deal 
in the traffic. 

Passing over the two bubbles of the Dutch business and the million 
a-year to sink the national debt, the matter which most presents itself, 
is the affair of the Regency. Never, in the course of my observation, was 
delusion more successfully acted, nor a Nation more completely deceived. 
But, to make this appear, it will be necessary to go over the circum¬ 
stances. 

Mr. Fox had stated in the House of Commons, that the Prince of 
Wales, as heir in succession, had a right in hunself to assume the Govern¬ 
ment. This was opposed by Mr. Pitt; and, so far as the opposition was 
confined to the doctrine, it was just. But the principles which Mr. Pitt 
maintained on the contrary side were as bad, or worse in their extent, 
than those of Mr. Fox; because they went to establish an Aristocracy 
over the Nation, and over the small representation it has in the House 
of Commons. 

Whether the English form of Government be good or bad, is not in this 
the question; but, taking k as it stands, without regard to its merits 
or demerits, Mr. Pitt was farther from the point than Mr. Fox. 

It is supposed to consist of three parts: while therefore the Nation is 
disposed to continue this form, the parts have a national standing, in¬ 
dependent of each other, and are not the creatures of each other. Had 
Mr. Fox passed through Parliament, and said that the person alluded to 
claimed on the ground of the Nation, Mr. Pitt must then have contended 
(what he called) the right of the Parliament against the right of the 
Nation. 

By the appearance which the contest made, Mr. Fox took the heredi¬ 
tary ground, and Mr. Pitt the parliamentary ground; but the fact is, 
they both took hereditary ground, and Mr. Pitt took the worse of the 
two. 

WTiat is called the Parliament is made up of two Houses, one of which 
is more hereditary, and more beyond the controul of the Nation than 
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what the Crown (as it is called) is supposed to be. It is an hereditary 
Aristocracy, assuming and asserting indefeasible, irrevocable rights and 
authority, wholly independent of the Nation. Where, then, was the mer¬ 
ited popularity of exalting this hereditary power over another hereditary 
power less independent of the Nation than what itself assumed to be, 
and of absorbing the rights of the Nation into a House over which it has 
neither election nor controul? 

The general impulse of the Nation was right; but it acted without re¬ 
flection. It approved the opposition made to the right set up by Mr. Fox, 
without perceiving that Mr. Pitt was supporting another indefeasible 
right more remote from the Nation in op>position to it. 

With respect to the House of Comnwns, it is elected but by a small 
part of the Nation; but were the election as universal as taxation, which 
it ought to be, it would still be only the organ of the Nation, and cannot 
possess inherent rights. When the National Assembly of France resolves 
a matter, the resolve is made in right of the Nation; but Mr. Pitt, on all 
national questions, so far as they refer to the House of Commons, absorbs 
the rights of the nation into the organ, and makes the organ into a Na¬ 
tion, and the Nation itself into a cypher. 

In a few words, the question on the Regency was a question of a mil¬ 
lion a-year, which is appropriated to the executive department; and Mr. 
Pitt could not possess himself of any management of this sum, without 
setting up the supremacy of Parliament; and when this was accomplished, 
it was indifferent who should be Regent, as he must be Regent at his own 
cost. Among the curiosities which this contentious debate afforded, was 
that of making the Great Seal into a Ring, the afiflxing of which to an 
act was to be royal authority. If, therefore. Royal Authority is a Great 
Seal, it consequently is in itself nothing; and a good Constitution would 
be of infinitely more value to the Nation than what the three nominal 
powers, as they now stand, are worth. 

The continual use of the word Constitution in the English Parliament 
shews there is none; and that the whole is merely a form of Government 
without a Constitution, and constituting itself with what powers it 
pleases. If there were a Constitution it certainly could be referred to, 
and the debate on any constitutional point would terminate by produc¬ 
ing the Constitution. One member says this is constitution, and another 
says that is constitution—to-day it is one thing, to-morrow it is som^ 
thing else—while the maintaining the debate proves there is none. Consti¬ 
tution is now the cant word of Parliament, tuning itself to the ear of the 
Nation. Formerly it was the universal supremacy of Parliament the 
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omnipotence of Parliament: but since the progress of Liberty in France, 
those phrases hare a despotic harshness in their note; and the English 
Parliament have catched the fashion from the National Assembly, but 
without the substance, of speaking of Constitution. , , r- 

As the present generation of people in England did not make the Gov¬ 
ernment, they are not accountable for any of its defects; but, that sooner 
or later, it must come into their hands to undergo a constitutional refor¬ 
mation, is as certain as that the same thing has happened in Frana. If 
France, with a revenue of nearly twenty-four millions sterlmg, witt aa 
extent of rich and fertile country above four times larger than Englan , 
with a population of twenty-four millions of inhabitants to ^pport taxa¬ 
tion, with upwards of ninety millions sterling of gold and silver circulat¬ 
ing in the NaUon, and with a debt less than the present debt of England 

_still found it necessary, from whatever cause, to come to a settlemen 

of its affairs, H solves the problem of funding for both countries. 

It is out of the question to say how long what b caUed the En^ 
Constitution has lasted, and to argue from thence how long it is to last; 
the question b, how long can the funding system last? It b a thing but of 
modem invention, and has not yet continued beyond the Ufe of a 
yet in that short space it has so far accumulated, that, together with the 
current expences, it requires an amount of taxes at least equal 
whole landed rental of the Nation in acres to defray the annual expendi¬ 
ture. That a Government could not have always gone on by the same 
system which has been followed for the last seventy years, must be evi¬ 
dent to every man; and for the same reason it cannot always go on. 

The funding system b not money; neither b it, properly speakmg, 
credit. It, in effect, creates upon paper the sum which it appears to bor¬ 
row, and lays on a tax to keep the imaginary capital alive by the pay¬ 
ment of interest and sends the annuity to market, to be sold for paper 
already in circulation. If any credit b given, it b to the disposition of 
the people to pay the tax, and not to the government, which lays it on. 
When this disposition expires, what is supposed to be the credit ^ 
emment expires with it. The instance of France under the former Gov¬ 
ernment, shews that it b impossible to compel the payment of taxes by 
force, when a whole Nation b determined to take its stand upon that 

^^I^Buriie, in his review of the finances of France, states the quantity 
of gold and sflver in France, at about eighty-eight miUions sterhng. in 
doing thb, he has, I presume, divided by the difference of exchanp, 
instead of the standard of twenty-four Uvres to a pound sterlmg, lo 
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M. Neckar’s statement, from which Mr. Burke’s is taken, is ftw thou¬ 
sand two hundred mUltons of Uvres, which is upwards of ninety-one mil¬ 
lions and a half sterling. 

M. Neckar in France, and Mr. George Chalmers of the Office of Trade 
and Plantation in England, of which Lord Hawkesbury is president, 
published nearly about the same time (1786) an account of the quantity 
of money in each Nation, from the returns of the Mint of each Nation. 
Mr. Chalmers, from the returns of the English Mint at the Tower of 
London, states the quantity of money in England, including Scotland and 
Ireland, to be twoity millions sterling. 

M. Neckar says that the amount of money in France, re-coined from 
the old coin which was called in, was two thousand five hundied millions 
of livres (upwards of one hundred and four millioas sterling); and, after 
deducting for waste, and what may be in the West Indies and other pos¬ 
sible circumstances, states the circulation quantity at home to be ninety- 
one mill ions and a half sterling; but taking it as Mr. Burke has put it, 
it is sixty-eight millions nu>re than the national quantity in England. 

That the quantity of money in France cannot be under this s\nn, nwy 
at once be wn from the state of the French Revenue, without referring 
to the records of the French Mint for proofs. The Revenue of France, 
prior to the Revolution, was nearly twenty-four miDions sterling; and 
as paper had then no eiktence in France the whole revenue was collected 
in gold and silver; and it would have been impossible to have collected 
such a quantity of revenue upon a less national quantity than M. Neckar 
has stated. Before the esUblishment of paper in England, the revenue 
was about a fourth part of the national amount of gold and silver, as may 
be known by referring to the revenue prior to King William ^d the 
quantity of money stated to be in the Nation at that time, which was 
nearly as much as it is now. 

It can be of no real service to a Nation, to impose upon itself, or to 
permit itself to be imposed up>on; but the prejudices of some, and the 
imposition of others, have always represented France as a Nation pos- 
sessing but little money—whereas the quantity is not only more than four 
times what the quantity is in England, but b considerably greater on a 
proportion of numbers. To account for thb deficiency on the part of Eng¬ 
land, some reference should be had to the English system of funding. It 
operates to multiply paper, and to substitute it in the room of money, 
in various shapes; and the more paper b multiplied, the more opportuni¬ 
ties are afforded to export the specie; and it admits of a possibility (by 
extending it to small notes) of mcreasing paper till there b no money left. 
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I know this is not a pleasant subject to English readers; but the mat¬ 
ters I am going to mention, are so important in themselves, as to require 
the attention of men interested in money transacdons of a public Mture. 
There is a circumstance stated by M. Neckar, in his treatise on the ad- 
ministradon of the finances, which has never been attended to m ^ig- 
land, but which forms the only basis whereon to estimate the quantity of 
money (gold and silver) which ought to be in every Nadon m Europe, 
to preserve a reladve proportion with other nadons. 

Lisbon and Cadiz are the two ports into which money, gold and silver 
from South America are imported, and which afterwarik divide a^ 
spread themselves over Europe by means of commerce, and increase the 
^andty of money in all parts of Europe. If, therefore, the ^unt of 
the annual importadon into Europe can be known, and the reladve pi^ 
portion of the foreign commerce of the several nations by which it can 
distributed can be ascertained, they give a rule sufficiendy true, to ascer- 
tain the quantity of money which ought to be found in any NaUon, a 

any given time. , . • 

M. Neckar shows from the registers of Lisbon and Cadiz, that the im¬ 
portation of gold and saver into Europe, is five millions sterling annually. 
He has not taken it on a single year, but on an average of fift^ su^ 
ceeding years, from 1763 to 1777, both inclusive; in which dme ^ 
amount was one thousand eight hundred mUlion Uvres, which is seventy- 

five millions sterling. , 

From the commencement of the Hanover succession m 1714 to the dme 
Mr. Chalmers pubUshed is seventy-two years; and the quandty im¬ 
ported into Europe, in that time, would be three hundred and sizty mi - 

lions sterling. . , 

If the foreign commerce of Great Britain be stated at a axth part oi 

what the whole foreign commerce of Europe amounts to (which is pro 
bly an inferior estimadon to what the gentlemen at the exchange wotod 
allow) the propordon which Britain should draw by commerce of tto 
sum, to keep herself on a propordon with the rest of Europe, wouW 
also a sixth part, which is sixty millions sterling; and if the same allow¬ 
ance for waste and accident be made for England which M. Neckar nmte 
for France, the quantity remaining after these deductions would be h y 
two millions; and this sum ought to have been in the Nation (at tte ^ 
Mr. Chalmers published), in addidon to the sum which was m the NatiOT 
at the commencement of the Hanover succession, and to tow made in ^ 
whole at least sixty-six mUlions sterling; instead of which there were but 
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twenty millions, which is forty-six mfllions below its proportionate quan¬ 
tity. 

As the quantity of gold and silver imported into Lisbon and Cadiz is 
more exactly ascertained than that of any comnK)dity imported into 
England, and as the quantity of naoney coined at the Tower of London 
is still nwre positively known, the leading facts do not admit of contro¬ 
versy. Either, therefore, the commerce of England is unproductive of 
profit, or the gold and silver which it brings in leak continually away by 
unseen means at the average rate of about three-quarters of a million a 
year, which, in the course of seventy-two years, accounts for the defi¬ 
ciency; and its absence is supplied by paper. 

The Revolution of France is attended with many novel circumstances, 
not only in the political sphere, but in the circle of money transactions. 
Among others, it shews that a Government may be in a state of insol¬ 
vency and a Nation rich. So far as the fact is confined to the late Gov¬ 
ernment of France, it was insolvent; because the Nation would no longer 
support its extravagance, and therefore it could no longer support itself— 
but with respect to the Nation all the means existed. A Government may 
be said to be insolvent every time it applies to the Nation to discharge 
its arrears. The insolvency of the late Government of France and the 
present Government of England differed in no other respect than as the 
disposition of the people diffo*. The people of France refused their aid to 
the old Government; and the people of England submit to taxation with¬ 
out enquiry. What is called the Crown in England has been insolvent sev¬ 
eral times; the last of which, publidy known, was in May, 1777, when 
it applied to the nation to discharge upwards of £600,000 [>nvate debts, 
which otherwise it could not pay. 

It was the error of Mr. Pitt, Mr. Burke, and all those who were unac¬ 
quainted with the affairs of France, to confound the French Nation with 
the French Government. The French Nation, in effect, endeavoured to 
render the late Government insolvent for the purpose of taking Govern¬ 
ment into its own hands: and it reserved its means for the support of the 
new Government. In a country of such vast extent and population as 
France the natural means cannot be wanting; and the political means 
appear the instant the Nation is disposed to permit them. When Mr. 
Burke, in a speech last winter in the British Parliament, cast kis eyes 
over the map of Europe, and saw a chasm that once was France, he talked 
like a dreamer of dreams. The same natural France existed as before, 
and all the natural means existed with it. The only chasm was that which 


176 SELECTED WORK OF TOM PAINE 

the extinction of despotism had left, and which was to be fiHed np ^th 
a Constitution more formidable in resources than the power which had 

^Aligh the French Nation rendered the late Government insolvent, 
it did not permit the insolvency to act towards the creditors; and the 
creditors, considering the Nation as the real pay-master, and the Gov¬ 
ernment only as the agent, rested themselves on the NaUon, in prefere^ 
to the Govemmeit. This appears greaUy to disturb Mr. Burke, as tte 
precedent is fatal to the policy by wWch Governments have supposed 
themselves secure. They have contracted debts, with a view of atUching 
what is called the monied interest of a Nation to their support; but the 
example in France shews that the pamanent security of the CTcditor is 
in the Nation, and not in the Government; and that in all possible Rev^ 
lutions that may happen in Governments, the means are always with the 
Nation, and the Nation always in existence. Mr. Burke argues that ^ 
creditors ought to have abided the fate of the Government which they 
trusted; but the National Assembly considered them as the creditore M 
the Nation, and not of the Government—of the master, and not of the 
steward. 

Notwithstanding the late Government could not discharge «>e 
rent expences, the present Government has paid off a great part of ^ 
capital. This has been accomplished by two means; the one by lessemng 
the expences of Government, and the other by the sale of the mon^ 
and ecclesiastical landed esUtes. The devotees and penitent debauchees, 
extortioners and misers of former days, to ensure themselves a better 
world than that which they were about to leave, had bequeathed im¬ 
mense property in trust to the priesthood, for pious uses; and the prie^ 
hood kept it for themselves. The NaUonal Assembly has ordered it to 
sold for the good of the whole Nation, and the priesthood to be decenUy 

provided for. j nf 

In consequence of the Revolution, the annual interest of tie dew oi 

France will be reduced at least six millions sterling, by pasring off u^ 
wards of one hundred millions of the capital; which, with lessening e 
former expences of Government at least three miUions, wiU place France 

in a situation worthy the imitation of Europe. 

Upon a whole review of the subject, how vast is t^ contrast I Wh 
Mr. Burke has been talking of a general bankruptcy in France, toe a- 
tional Assembly has been paying off the capital of its debt; and 
taxes have increased near a million a year in England, they have lowerea 
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several millions a yeai in France. Not a word has either Mr. Burke or 
Mr. Pitt said about the French affairs, or the state of the French finances, 
in the present session of Parliament. The subject begins to be too well 
understood, and imposition serves no longer. 

There is a general enigma running through the whole of Mr. Burke’s 
book. He writes in a rage against the National Assembly; but what is 
he enraged about? If his assertions were as true as they are groundless, 
and that France, by her Revolution, had annihilated her power, and be¬ 
come what he calls a chasm, it might excite the grief of a Frenchman 
(considering himself as a national man), and provoke his rage against 
the National Assembly; but why should it excite the rage of Mr. Burke? 
Alas I it is not the Nation of France that Mr. Burke means, but the 
Court; and every Court in Europe, dreading the same fate, is in mourn¬ 
ing. He writes neither in the character of a Frenchman nor an English¬ 
man, but in the fawning character of that creature known in all countries, 
and a friend to none, a Courtier. Whether it be the Court of Versailles, 
or the Court of St. James, or of Carlton House, or the Court in expecta¬ 
tion, signifies not; for the caterpillar principle of all courts and courtiers 
are alike. Tliey form a common policy throughout EUiropc, detached and 
separate from the interest of Nations; and while they appear to quarrel, 
they agree to plunder. Nothing can be more terrible to a Court or courtier 
than the Revolution of France. That which is a blessing to Nations is 
bitterness to them: and as their existence depends on the duplicity of a 
country, they tremble at the approach of principles, and dread the prece¬ 
dent that threatens thek overthrow. 


Conclusion 

Reason and Ignorance, the opposite to each other, influence the great 
bulk of mankind. If either of these can be rendered sufficiently extensive 
in a country, the machinery of Government goes easily on. Reason ob^rs 
itself; and Ignorance submits to whatever is dictated to it. 

The two modes of Government which prevail in the world, are— 
Pirsl, Government by election and representation. 

Secondly, Government by hereditary succession. 

The former is generally known by the name of Repubbc; the latter by 
that of Monarchy and Aristocracy. 

Those two distinct and opposite forms erect themselves on the two dis¬ 
tinct and opposite bases of Reason and Ignorance. 
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As the exercise of Govemment requires talents and abilities, and as 
talents and abOities cannot have hereditary descent, it is evident that 
hereditary succession requires a belief from man to which his reason can¬ 
not subscribe, and which can only be established upon his ignorance; 
and the more ignorant any country is, the better it is fitted for this speaes 
of Govemment. 

On the contrary. Government, in a well-constituted Republic, reqmres 
no belief from man beyond what his reason can give. 

He sees the rationale of the whole system, its origin and its operation; 
and as it is best supported when best understood, the human faculties act 
with boldness, and acquire under this form of Govemment a gigantic 
manliness. 

As, therefore, each of those forms acts on a different base, the one 
moving freely by the aid of reason, the other by ignorance, we have next 
to consider, what it is that gives motion to that species of Government 
whicli is called Mixed Govemment, or, as it is sometimes ludicrously 
stiled, a Government of this, that, and Pother. 

The moving power in this species of Govemment is of necessity Cor¬ 
ruption. However imperfect election and representation may be in Mixed 
Governments, they still give exercise to a greater portion of reason than 
is convenient to the hereditary part; and therefore it becomes necessary 
to buy the reason up. 

A Mixed Govemment is an imperfect everything, cementing and sol¬ 
dering the discordant parts together by corruption, to act as a whole. 
Mr. Burke appears highly disgusted that France, since she had resolved 
on a Revolution, did not adopt what he calls British Constitution f 
and the regretful manner in which he expresses himself on this occasion 
implies a suspicion that the British Constitution needed something to 
keep its defects in countenance. 

In Mixed Governments there is no responsibility: the parts cover each 
other till responsibility is lost; and the Corruption which moves the 
machine, contrives at the same time its own escape. When it is laid down 
as a ma.xim, that a King cam do no wrong, it places him in a state of simi¬ 
lar security with that of idiots and persons insane, and re^nsibility is 
out of the question with respect to himself. 

It then descends upon the Minister, who shelters himself under a ma¬ 
jority in Parliament, which by places, pensions, and corruption, he 
always command; and that majority justifies itself by the same authority 
with which it protects the Minister. In this rotatory motion, responsibfl- 
ity is thrown off from the parts, and from the whole. 
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When there is part in a Government which can do no wrong, it implies 
that it does nothing; and is only the machine of another power, by whose 
advice and direction it acts. 

What is supposed to be the King in a Mixed Government is the Cabi¬ 
net; and as the Cabinet is always a part of the Parliament, and the mem¬ 
bers justifying in one character what they advise and act in another, a 
Mixed Government becomes a continual enigma; entailing upon a coun¬ 
try, by the quantity of corruption necessary to solder the parts, the ex- 
pence of supporting all the forms of Government at once, and finally re¬ 
solving them into a Government by committee; in which the advisers, 
the actors, the approvers, the justifiers, the persons responsible, and the 
persons not re^x)nsible, are the same persons. 

By this pantomimical contrivance, and change of scene and character, 
the [>arts help each other out in matters which neither of them singly 
would assume to act. 

When money is to be obtained, the mass of variety apparently dis¬ 
solves, and a profusion of parliamentary praises passes between the parts. 
Each admires with astonishment, the wisdom, the liberality, and disin¬ 
terestedness of the other; and all of them breathe a pitying sigh at the 
burdens of the Nation. 

But in a well-constituted Republic, nothing of this soldering, praising, 
and pitying, can take place; the representation being equal throughout 
the country, and compleat in itself, however it may be arranged into leg¬ 
islative and executive, they have all one and the same natural source. 
The parts are not foreigners to each other, like Democracy, Aristocracy, 
and Monarchy. As there are no discordant distinctions, there is nothing 
to corrupt by compromise, nor confound by contrivance. Public measures 
appeal of themselves to the understanding of the Nation, and resting on 
their own merits, disown any flattering applications to vanity. The con¬ 
tinual whine of lamenting the burden of taxes, however successfully it 
may be practised in Mixed Governments, is inconsistent with the sense 
and ^irit of a Republic. If taxes are necessary, they are of course ad¬ 
vantageous, but if they require an apology, the apology itself implies an 
imp)eachment Why, then, is man imposed upon, or why does he impose 
upon himsdf? 

When men are spoken of as Kings and subjects, or when Government 
is mentioned under the distinct or combined heads of Monarchy, Aristoc¬ 
racy, and Democracy, what is it that reasoning man is to understand by 
the terms? If there really existed in the world two or more dbtinct and 
separate dements of human power, we should then see the several origins 



180 SELECTED WORK OF TOM PAINE 

to which those terms would descriptively apply; but as there is but one 
species of man, there can be but one element of human power, and that 
element is man himself. Monarchy, Aristocracy, and Democracy, are but 
creatures of imagination; and a thousand such may be contrived as well 
as three. 

From the Revolutions of America and France, and the symptoms that 
have appeared in other countries, it is evident that the opinion of the 
world is changed with respect to systems of Government, and that Revo¬ 
lutions are not within the compass of political calculations. 

The progress of time and circumstances, which men assign to the ac¬ 
complishment of great changes, is too mechanical to measure the force 
of the mind, and the rapidity of reflection, by which Revolutions are 
generated: All the old Governments have received a shock from those 
that already appear, and which were once more improbable, and are a 
greater subject of wonder, than a general Revolution in fUirope would 
be now. 

When we survey the wretched condition of Man, under the monarchi¬ 
cal and hereditary systems of Government, dragged from his home by one 
power, or driven by another, and impoverished by taxes more than by 
enemies, it becomes evident that those systems are bad, and that a gen¬ 
eral Revolution in the principle and construction of Governments is nec¬ 
essary. 

What is Government more than the management of the affairs of a 
Nation? It is not, and from its nature cannot be, the property of any 
particular man or family, but of the whole community, at whose expence 
it is supported; and though by force and contrivance it has been usurped 
into an inheritance, the usurpation cannot alter the right of things. Sov¬ 
ereignty, as a matter of right, appertains to the Nation only, and not to 
any individual; and a Nation has at all times an inherent, indefeasible 
right to abolish any form of Government it finds inconvenient, and to 
establish such as accords with its interest, disposition, and happiness. 
The romantic and barbarous distinction of men into Kings and subjects, 
though it may suit the conditions of courtiers, cannot that of citizens; 
and is exploded by the principle upon which Governments are now 
founded. Every citizen is a member of the sovereignty; and, as such, 
can acknowledge no personal subjection: and his obedience can be only 
to the laws. 

When men think of what Government is, they must necessarily sup¬ 
pose it to possess a knowledge of all the objects and mattos upon which 
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its authority is to be exercised. In this view of Government, the Repub¬ 
lican system, as established by America and France, operates to embrace 
the whole of a Nation; and the knowledge necessary to the interest of aH 
the parts, is to be found in the centre, which the parts by representation 
form; but the old Governments are on a construction that excludes 
knowledge as well as happiness; Government by monks, who know noth¬ 
ing of the world beyond the walls of a convent, is as inconsistent as Gov¬ 
ernment by Kings. 

What we formerly called Revolutions, were little more than a change 
of persons, or an alteration of local circumstances. They rose and fell 
like things of course, and had nothing in their existence or their fate that 
could influence beyond the spot that produced them. But what we now 
see in the world, from the Revolutions of America and France, are a reno¬ 
vation of the natural order of things, a system of principles as universal 
as truth and the existence of man, and combining moral with political 
happiness and national prosperity. 

I. Men are bom, and always continue, free and equal in respect of 
their rights. Civil distinctions, therefore, can he founded only on public 
utility, 

II. The end of all political associations is the preservation of the natu¬ 
ral and imprescriptible rights of man; and these rights are liberty, prop¬ 
erty, security, and resistance of oppression. 

III. The Nation is essentially the source of all sovereignty; nor can 
any iNDivrouAL, or ANY BODY OP MEN, be entitled to any authority which 
is not expressly derived from itJ* 

In these principles there is nothing to throw a Nation into confusion 
by inflaming ambition. They are calculated to call forth wisdom and abil¬ 
ities, and to exercise them for the public good, and not for the emolu¬ 
ment or aggrandisement of particular descriptions of men or families. 
Monarchical sovereignty, the enemy of mankind, and the source of 
misery, is abolished; and sovereignty itself is restored to its natural 
and original place, the Nation. Were this the case throughout Europe, 
the cause of wars would be taken away. 

It is attributed to Henry the Fourth of France, a man of enlarged and 
benevolent heart, that he proposed, about the year 1610, a plan for 
abolishing war in Europe: the plan consisted in constituting an European 
Congress, or as the French authors stile it, a Padfic Republic, by ap¬ 
pointing delegates from the several Nations who were to act as a Court of 
Arbitration in any disputes that might arise between Nation and Nation. 
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Had such a plan been adopted at the time it was proposed, the taxes of 
England and France, as two of the parties, would have been at least ten 
millions sterling annually to each nation less than they were at the com¬ 
mencement of the French Revolution. 

To conceive a cause why such a plan has not been adopted (and that 
instead of a Congress for the purpose of preventing war, it has been called 
only to terminate a war, after a fruitless expence of several years), it 
will be necessary to consider the interest of Governments as a distinct 
interest to that of Nations. 

Whatever is the cause of taxes to a Nation, becomes also the means of 
revenue to a Government. Every war terminates with an addition of taxes, 
and consequently with an addition of revenue; and in any event of war, 
in the manner they are now commenced and concluded, the power and 
interest of Governments are increased. War, therefore, from its productive¬ 
ness, as it easily furnishes the pretence of necessity for taxes and appoint¬ 
ments to places and ofiBces, becomes a principal part of the system of old 
Governments; and to establish any mode to abolish war, however advan¬ 
tageous it might be to Nations, would be to take from such Government 
the most lucrative of its branches. The frivolous matters upon which war 
is made shew the disposition and avidity of Governments to uphold the 
system of war, and betray the motives upon which they act. 

Why are not Republics plunged into war, but because the nature of 
their Government does not admit of an interest distinct from that of the 
Nation? Even Holland, thou^ an ill-constnKted Republic, and with a 
commerce extending over the world, existed nearly a century without 
war; and the instant the form of Government was changed in France the 
republican principles of peace and domestic prosperity and economy arose 
with the new Government; and the san^ consequences would follow the 
same causes in other nations. 

As war is the system of Government on the old construction, the ani¬ 
mosity which Nations reciprocally entertain is nothing more than what 
the policy of their Governments excites to keep up the spirit of the sys¬ 
tem. Each Government accuses the other of perfidy, intrigue, and ambi¬ 
tion, as a means of heating the imagination of their respective Nations, 
and incensing them to hostilities. Man is not the enemy of Man, but 
through the medium of a false system of Government. Instead, there¬ 
fore, of exclaiming against the ambition of Kings, the exclamation should 
be directed against the principle of such Governments; and instead of 
seeking to reform the individual, the wisdom of a Nation should apply 
itself to reform the system. 
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Whether the forms and maxims of Governments which are still in prac¬ 
tice were adapted to the condition of the world at the period they were 
established is not in this case the Question. The older they are the less 
correspondence can they have with the present state of things. 

Time, and change of drcumstances and opimons, have the same pro¬ 
gressive effect in rendering modes of Government obsolete as they have 
upon customs and manners. Agriculture, commerce, manufactures, and 
the tranquil arts, by which the prosperity of Nations is best promoted, 
require a different system of Government, and a different species of 
knowledge to direct its operadons, than what might have been required 
in the former condidon of the world. 

As it is not difficult to perceive, from the enlightened state of man¬ 
kind, that hereditary Governments are verging to their decline, and that 
Revolutions on the broad basis of national sovereignty and Government 
by representation, are making their way in Europe, it would be an act of 
wisdom to anticipate their approach, and produce Revolutions by reason 
and accommodation, rather than conunit them to the issue of convulsions. 

From what we now see, nothing of reform in the political world ought 
to be held improbable. It is an age of Revolutions, in which everything 
may be looked for. 

The intrigue of Courts, by which the system of war is kept up, may 
provoke a confederation of Nadons to abolish it; and an European Con¬ 
gress to patronize the progress of free Government, and promote the dvil- 
isadon of Nations with each other, is an event nearer in probability than 
once were the Revoludons and Alliance of France and America. 


Rights of Man 

PART THE SECOND 
To M. DE LA Fayette 

After an acquaintance of nearly fifteen years in difficult situadons in 
America, and various consultadons in Europe, I feel a pleasure in pre¬ 
senting to you this small treatise in gradtude for your services to my 
beloved America, and as a tesdmony of my esteem for the virtues, public 
and private, which I know you to possess. 

The only point up>on which I could ever discover that we differed was . 
oot as to prindples of Government, but as to time. For my own part I 
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think it equally as injurious to good principles to permit them to linger, 

as to puSh them on too fast. That which you m 

fourteen or fifteen years I may believe pr^cable m a 

period. Mankind, as it appears to me, are always npe enough to un^- 

2md their true interest, provided it be Resented clearly to 

standing, and that in a manner not to create s^.aon by ^ 

self-design, nor offend by assuming too much. Where we would wish to 

reform we must not reproach. 

When the American RevoluUon was established I felt a disposition 
to sit serenely down and enjoy the calm. It did not appear to me toat 
any object could afterwards arise great enough to nwke me quit tr^- 
ouillity and feel as I had felt before. But when pnnaple, and not place, 
b the energeUc cause of acUon, a man, I find, b everj^here the same_ 

I am now once more in the public world; and as I have not a right to 
contemplate on so many years of remaining life as you have, I ^ r^l^ 
to labour as fast as I can; and as I am aiunous for your aid and your 
company, I wbh you to hasten your principles and overtake me. 

If you make a campaign the ensuing spring, which it is most probaWe 
there will be no occasion for, I will come and join you. Should the cam¬ 
paign commence, I hope it wUl terminate in the extmcUon of Geri^ 
despotbm, and in estoblishing the freedom of all Germany. When Franto 
shall be surrounded with Revolutions she wffl be in peace and safety, and 
her taxes, as weU as those of Germany, will consequenUy become less. 

Your sincere, 

Affectionate friend, 

THOMAS PAINE. 

London, February 9, 1792. 


Prepace 

When I began the chapter enUtled the Conclusion in the former part of 
the Rights of Man, publbhed last year, it was my intention to have 
extended it to a greater length; but in casting the whole matter in my 
mind which I wbh to add, I found that it must either make the work too 
bulky, or contract my plan too much. I therefore brought it to a close as 
soon as the subject would admit, and reserved what I had further to say 

to another opportunity. ,. , . T 

Several other reasons contributed to produce this determmaUo . 
wished to know the manner in which a work, written in a style o 
ing and expression different to what had been customary m Englan , 
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would be received before I proceeded farther. A great field was opening 
to the view of mankind by means of the French Revolution. Mr. Burke’s 
outrageous opposition thereto brought the controversy into England, He 
attacked principles which he knew (from information) I would contest 
with him, because they are principles I believe to be good, and which I 
have contributed to establish, and conceive myself bound to defend. Had 
he not urged the controversy, I had most probably been a silent man. 

Another reason for deferring the remainder of the work was, that Mr. 
Burke promised in his first publication to renew the subject at another 
opportunity, and to make a comparison of which he called the English 
and French Constitutions. I therefore held myself in reserve for him. He 
has published two works since, without doing this: which he certainly 
would not have omitted, had the comparison been in his favour. 

In his last work, his **Appeal from the new to the old Whigs he has 
quoted about ten pages from the Rights of Man, and having given himself 
the trouble of doing this, says he shall “not attempt in the smallest degree 
to refute them,” meaning the principles therein contained. I am enough 
acquainted with Mr. Burke to know that he would if he could. But in¬ 
stead of contesting them, he immediately after consoles himself with say¬ 
ing that ‘Tie has done his part.” He has not done his part. He has not 
performed his promise of a comparison of Constitutions. He started the 
controversy, he gave the challenge, and has fled from it; and he is now a 
case in point with his own opinion that **the age of chivalry is gonef^ 

The title as well as the substance of his last work, his ‘'Appeal,'* is his 
condemnation. Principles must stand on their own merits, and if they arc 
good they certainly will. To put them under the shelter of other men’s 
authority, as Mr. Burke has done, serves to bring them into suspicion. 
Mr. Burke is not very fond of dividing his honours, but in this case he is 
artfully dividing the disgrace. 

But who are those to whom Mr. Burke has made his appeal? A set of 
childish thinkers, and half-way politicians bom in the last century, men 
who went no farther with any principle than as it suited their purpose as 
a party; the Nation was always left out of the question; and this has been 
fhe character of every party from that day to this. The nation sees noth- 
wig in such works, or such politics, worthy its attention. A little matter 
will move a party, but it must be something great that moves a Nation. 

Though I see nothing in Mr. Burke’s Appeal worth taking much notice 
of, there is, however, one expression upon which I shall offer a few re- 
oiarks. After quoting largely from the Rights of Man, and declining to 
contest the principles contained in that work, he says: “This will most 


13^ SELECTHD WOUK OF TOM PAINF 

nmlHlilv be A«c (#/ vrUmgs shall be ikaHbl t« dtitfve flnjj 
^futatL than that nf csimiitM by otbf«, 

Mr. Burkf and witll ihs same leaJ. 

In the finii pbse, it has not yet b«n done by anyh«Iy. Not le^, 1 
tieve. iban aalit of ten parophleta iniwwled as answers lo ibe fonner part 
^ RigM^oJ Man Ce b«n published by diiTarect p^ns, and aW 
nL of toSn. to mv knowledge has crtended lo a second edition, nor^ 
even the title of Item so mtich e Benerally rcBiembered^As I 
tn muKcesaray multiplying publkati^tK, I have answered none of thM. 

nobody dM can do itf I Mil caiEfiJ lo avnid iMi t, ^ „ 

b!7jb I would decline tinnacessnry publication on the one hs^. I» 
would I avoid everything that miBht ap^ Uke s^en ^ 

If Mr. Burke, or any person on bi$ side the question, w p m a 
answer to the Rights af Man that shall estend to a hall, or even la 
founh part of the nurabet of cofiies to which the Rights of if«« 

^ly to his work. But until this be done, 1 shall^ l.r bie^e 
sen* of the public for my guiile (and the world knows 1 
terer) that what they do not think worth while to “ i*" L 

to answw. 1 suppose the number of copies ^ which the ^ 

Rights ai iian extended, taking England, ScoUaiid, and Ireland, 

less than between forty and fitty thousand. ^ T have 

I nnw come to r«nark OO the remaining part Ol the quotation 1 ha 

m^rte from Burke. 

"tf/* says bCp “sudi writing stall be tlwiugbl t* de^fve 

rtftsUt™ than that of erw^ , ^ n ™ 

paidonmg the pun, it must he criminal jnatice indeed ^ 

(Jeron a wtrrk as a mbstiloie for not being -ible to refute iL . 

conderauation that could be paa^d upon It would be a ^ ^ 

pr,«edmg by the method Mr. Burke alludes to, ^ condemnatum 
S, the final event, pass upon the crimirnility of the proc^ 
the wnrk, and In this case. I had rather be the author, than lie either 

radge or the Juty that should condemn it. „,nfes- 

But to come at once to the point. I have diBerod fi^ so P 
sioiwl gentlemen on the subject nf prosecutions, and I ^ _ 

3 TC falting into my opinion, which 1 will here stale as fill y, 

"itflTfirt [Xil a ca* with respect to any law, 

a Cm«ron»t,« with what in England is. Of luis boca, called a iJ3 
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It would be an act of despotism, or what in England is called arbitrary 
power, to nmke a law to prohibit investigating the principles, good or 
bad, on which such a law, or any other, is founded. 

If a law be bad it is one thing to oppose the practice of it, but it is quite 
a different Oiing to expose its errors, to reason on its defects, and to shew 
^use how it should be repealed, or why another ought to be substituted 
in its place. I have always held it an opinion (making it also my prac¬ 
tice) that it is better to obey a bad law, making use at the same time of 
every argument to show its errors and procure its repeal, than forcibly to 
violate it; because the precedent of breaking a bad law might weaken 
the force, and lead to a discretionary violation of those which are good. 

The case is the same with respect to principles and forms of Govern¬ 
ment, or to what are called Constitutions and the parts of which they are 
composed. 

It is for the good of Nations and not for the emolument or aggrandise¬ 
ment of particular individuals, that Government ought to be established, 
and that mankind are at the expence of supporting it. The defects of 
every Government and Constitution, both as to principle and form, must 
on a p^ty of reasoning, be as open to discussion as the defects of a law, 
and it is a duty which every man owes to society to point them out. When 
those defects, and the means of remedying them, are generally seen by 
a Nation, that Nation will reform its Government or its Constitution in 
the one case, as the Government repealed or reformed the law in the 
other. The operation of Government is restricted to the making and the 
administering of laws; but it is to a Nation that the right of forming or 
reforming, generating or regenerating, Constitutions and Governments 
belong; and consequently those subjects, as subjects of investigation, are 
^ways before a country as a matter of right, and cannot, without invad¬ 
ing the general rights of that country, be made subjects for prosecution. 

On this ground I will meet Mr. Burke whenever he pleases. It is better 
that the whole argument should come out than to seek to stifle it. It was 
himself that opened the controversy, and he ought not to desert it. 

I do not believe that Monarchy and Aristocracy will continue seven 
years longer in any of the enlightened countries in Europe. If better rea¬ 
sons can be shewn for them than against them, they will stand; if the 
contrary, they will not. Mankind are not now to be told they shall not 

or they shall not read; and publications that go no further than to 
investigate principles of Government, to invite men to reason and to 
reflect and to shew the errors and excellencies of different systems, have 
a right to appear. If they do not excite attention, they are not worth the 
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one case whether a NaUon app 
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mining whether that NaUOT n,ay see I have not 
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As to the prejudice of Government, those prejudices 
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have yet to stand the test favour of a thing knowing it 

dices ate nothing. No man is ptejndic ^ 

to be wtong. He is attached «,« “ a def^ictive idea 

he sees it is not so, the prejudice .-i think for themselves 

of what pteiudic. is It might be sm^t ^.n 

the whole is prejudice, and Mt ^bat Mr. Burke 
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of the country. have ever been fairly and 

I do not believe that the peo^e of by „en 
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and operate to suffocate reflection. On all such subjects men have but 
to think and they will neither act wrong nor be misled. To say that any 
people are not fit for freedom is to make poverty their choice, and to 
say they had rather be loaded with taxes than not. If such a case could 
be proved it would equally prove that ^ose who govern are not fit to 
govern them, for they are a part of the same national mass. 

But admitting Governments to be changed all over Europe; it cer¬ 
tainly may be done without convulsion or revenge. It is not worth making 
changes or Revolutions, unless it be for some great national benefit: and 
when this shall appear to a Nation the danger will be as in America and 
France, to those who oppose; and with this reflection I close my preface. 

THOMAS PAINE. 

London, February 9, 1792. 


Introduction 

What Archimedes said of the mechanical powers may be applied to rea¬ 
son and liberty. **Had we,” said he, “a place to stand upon, we might 
raise the world.** 

The Revolution of America presented in politics what was only theory 
in mechanics. So deeply rooted were all the Governments of the old world, 
and so effectually had the t 3 Tanny and the antiquity of habit estab¬ 
lished itself over the mind, that no beginning could be made in Asia, 
Africa, or Europe, to reform the political condition of man. Freedom had 
been hunted round the globe; reason was considered as rebellion; and 
the slavery of fear had made men afraid to think. 

But such is the irresistible nature of truth that all it asks, and all it 
wants, is the liberty of appearing. The sun needs no inscription to distin¬ 
guish him from darkness; and no sooner did the American Governments 
display themselves to the world than despotism felt a shock and man 
began to contemplate redress. 

The Independence of America, considered merely as a separation from 
England, would have been a matter of but little importance, had it not 
been accompanied by a Revolution in the principles and practice of Gov¬ 
ernments. She made a stand, not for herself only, but for the world, and 
looked beyond the advantages herself could receive. Even the Hessian, 
though hired to fight against her, may live to bless his defeat; and Elng- 
l^d, conde mnin g the vidousness of its Government, rejoice in its mis¬ 
carriage. 
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still increasing expences with which old Governments are conducted, the 
numerous wars they engage in or provoke, the embarrassments they 
throw in the way of universal civilization and commerce, and the oppres- 
^n and usurpation they practise at home, have wearied out the patience 
and exhausted the property of the world. In such a situation and with the 
examples already existing. Revolutions are to be looked for. They are 
become subjects of universal conversation, and may be considered as the 
Order of the Day, 

If systems of Government can be introduced less exp)encive and more 
productive of general happiness than those which have existed, all at¬ 
tempts to oppose their progress will in the end be fruitless. Reason, like 
time, will make its own way, and prejudice will fall in a combat with 
interest. If umversal peace, civilization, and commerce are ever to be the 
h^py lot of man, it cannot be accomplished but by a Revolution in the 
system of Governments. All the monarchical Governments are military. 
War is their trade, plunder and revenue their objects. While such Govern¬ 
ments continue, peace has not the absolute security of a day. What is the 
history of all monarchical Governments but a disgustful picture of human 
wretchedness, and the accidental respite of a few years’ repose? Wearied 
with war, and tired with human butchery, they sat down to rest, and 
called it f)eace. This certainly is not the condition that heaven intended 
for man; and if this he Monarchy, well might Monarchy be reckoned 
among the sins of the Jews. 

The Revolutions which formerly took place in the world had nothing 
in them that interested the bulk of mankind. They extended only to a 
change of persons and measures, but not of principles, and rose or fell 
anaong the common transactions of the moment. What we now behold 
may not improperly be called a **counter Revolution** Conquest and 
tyranny, at some early period, dispossessed man of his rights, and he is 
now recovering them. And as the tide of all human affairs has its ebb 
and flow in directions contrary to each other, so also is it in this. Govern¬ 
ment founded on a moral theory, on a system of umversal peace, on the 
indefeasible hereditary Rights of Man, is now revolving from west to east 
by a stronger impulse than the Government of the sword revolved from 
cast to west. It interests not particular individuals, but Nations in its 
progress, and promises a new era to the human race. 

The danger to which the success of Revolutions is most exposed is 
that of attempting them before the principles on which they proceed, and 
the advantages to result from them, are sufficiently seen and understood, 
^^most everything appertaining to the circumstances of a Nation, has 
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necessary to his existence, are essential to his happiness. There is no 
period in life when this love for society ceases to act. It begins and ends 
with our being. 

If we examine with attention the composition and constitution of man, 
the diversity of his wants and talents in different men for reciprocally 
accommodating the wants of each other, his propensity to society, and 
consequently to preserve the advantages resulting from it, we shall easily 
discover that a great part of what is called Government is mere im¬ 
position. 

Government is no farther necessary than to supply the few cases to 
which society and civilisation are not conveniently competent; and in¬ 
stances are not wanting to show, that everjrthing which Government can 
usefully add thereto, has been performed by the common consent of 
society, without Government. 

For upwards of two years from the commencement of the American 
War, and to a longer period in several of the American States, there were 
no established forms of Government. The old Governments had been 
abolished, and the country was too much occupied in defence to employ 
its attention in establishing new Governments; yet during this interval 
order and harmony were preserved as inviolate as in any country in 
Europe. There is a natural aptness in man, and more so in society, because 
it embraces a greater variety of abilities and resources, to accommodate 
itself to whatever situation it is in. The instant formal Government is 
abolished, society begins to act: a general association takes place, and 
common interest produces common security. 

So far is it from being true, as has been pretended, that the abolition of 
any formal Government is the dissolution of society, that it acts by a 
contrary impulse, and brings the latter the closer together. AU that part 
of its organization which it had conunitted to its Government, devolves 
again upon itself, and acts through its medium. When men, as well from 
natural instinct as from reciprocal benefits, have habituated themselves 
to social and civilised life, there is always enough of its prindples in 
practice to carry them through any changes they may find necessary or 
convenient to make in their Government. In short, man is so naturally a 
creature of society that it is almost impossible to put him out of it. 

Formal Government makes but a small part of civilised life; and when 
even the best that human wisdom ran devise is established, it is a thing 
more in name and idea than in fact. It is to the great and fundamental 
principles of society and civilisation—to the common usage universally 
consented to, and mutually and reciprocally maintained—to the un- 
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of h. The riots of 1780 had no other source than the remains of those 
prejudices which the Government of itself had encouraged. But with 
respect to England there are also other causes. 

Excess and inequahty of taxation, however disguised in the means, 
never fail to appear in their effects. As a great mass of the community 
are thrown thereby into poverty and discontent, they are constantly on 
the brink of commotion; and deprived, as they unfortunately are, of the 
means of information, are easily heated to outrage. Whatever the appar¬ 
ent cause of any riots may be, the real one is always want of happiness. It 
shows that something is wrong in the S 3 ^tem of Government that injures 
the felicity by which society is to be preserved. 

But as fact is superior to reasoning, the instance of America presents 
itself to confirm these observations. If there is a country in the world 
where concord, according to common calculation, would be least ex¬ 
pected, it is America. Made up as it is of people from different nations, 
accustomed to different forms and habits of Government, ^)eaking dif¬ 
ferent languages, and more different in their modes of worship, it would 
appear that the union of such a people was impracticable; but by the 
simple operation of constructing Government on the principles of Society 
and the rights of man, every difficulty retires, and all the parts are 
brought into cordial unison. There the poor are not oppressed, the rich 
are not privileged. Industry is not mortified by the splendid extravagance 
of a Court rioting at its expence. Their taxes are few, because their Gov¬ 
ernment is just: and as there is nothing to render them wretched, there is 
nothing to engender riots and tumults. 

A metaphysical man, like Mr. Burke, would have tortured his inven¬ 
tion to discover how such a people could be governed. He would have sup¬ 
posed that some must be managed by fraud, others by force, and all by 
some contrivance; that genius must be hired to impose upon ignorance, 
and show and parade to fascinate the vulgar. Lost in the abundance of his 
researches, he would have resolved and re-resolved, and finally over¬ 
looked the plain and easy road that lay directly before him. 

One of the great advantages of the American Revolution has been, that 
it led to a discovery of the prindples, and laid open the impositi(m of 
Governments. All the Revolutions till then had been worked within the 
small sphere of a Court, and never on the great floor of a Nation. The 
parties were always of the rla«g; of courtiers; and whatever was their 
mge for reformation, they carefully preserved the fraud of the professioiL 
In all cases they took care to represent Government as a thing made 
up of mysteries, which only themselves understood; and they hid from 
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in triumph rattling in chains, and doomed him, at pleasure, to slavery or 
death. As time obliterated the history of their beginning, their successors 
assumed new appearances, to cut off the entail of their disgrace, but their 
principles and objects remained the same. What at first was plunder, as¬ 
sumed the softer name of revenue; and the power originally usurj^cd, 
they affected to inherit. 

From such beginning of Governments, what could be expected but a 
continual system of war and extortion? It has established itself into a 
trade. The vice is not peculiar to one more than to another, but is the 
common principle of all. There does not exist within such Governments 
sufficient stamina whereon to engraft reformation; and the shortest, easi¬ 
est, and most effectual remedy is to begin anew on the ground of the 
oration. 

What scenes of horror, what perfection of iniquity, present themselves 
in contemplating the character and reviewing the history of such Govern¬ 
ments! If we would delineate human nature with a baseness of heart and 
hypocrisy of countenance that reflection would shudder at and humanity 
disown, it is Kings, Courts, and Cabinets that must sit for the portrait. 
Man, naturally as he is, with all his faults about him, is not up to the 
character. 

Can we possibly suppose that if Governments had originated in a right 
principle, and had not an interest in pursuing a wrong one, the world 
could have been in the wretched and quarrelsome condition we have seen 
h? What inducement has the farmer, while following the plough, to lay 
aside his peaceful pursuits, and go to war with the farmer of another 
country? or what inducement has the manufacturer? What is dominion 
to them, or to any class of men in a nation? Does it add an acre to any 
man’s estate, or raise its value? Are not conquest and defeat each of the 
same price, and taxes the never-failing consequence? Though this reason¬ 
ing may be good to a Nation, it is not so to a Government. War is the 
Pharo table of Governments, and Nations the dupes of the games. 

If there is anything to wonder at in this miserable scene of Govern¬ 
ments more than might be expected, it is the progress which the peaceful 
arts of agriculture, manufacture and commerce have made beneath such 
a long accumulating load of discouragement and oppression. It serves to 
show that instinct in animals does not act with stronger impulse than the 
principles of society and civilization operate in man. Under all discour¬ 
agements, he pursues his object, and yields to nothing but impossibilities. 
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the rights which would then be ours. On what ground, then, do we pretend 
to take them from others? 

All hereditary Government is in its nature tyranny. An heritable 
crown, or an heritable throne, or by what other fanciful name such things 
may be called, have no other significant explanation than that mankind 
are heritable property. To inherit a Government, is to inherit the people, 
as if they were flocks and herds. 

With respect to the second head, that of being inadequate to the pur¬ 
poses for which Government is necessary, we have only to consider what 
Government essentially is, and compare it with the circumstances to 
which hereditary succession is subject. 

Government ought to be a thing alwa 3 rs in full maturity. It ought to 
be so constructed as to be superior to all the accidents to which individual 
man is subject; and, therefore, hereditary succession, by being subject to 
them all, is the most irregular and imperfect of all the systems of Gov¬ 
ernment. 

We have heard the Rights of Man called a levelling system; but the 
only system to which the word levelling is truly applicable, is the hered¬ 
itary monarchical system. It is a system of mental levelling. It indis¬ 
criminately admits every species of character to the same authority. 
Vice and virtue, ignorance and wisdom, in short, every quality, good or 
bad, is put on the same level. Kings succeed each other, not as rationals, 
but as animals. It signifies not what their mental or moral characters are. 
Can we then be surprised at the abject state of the human mind in 
monarchical countries, when the Government itself is formed on such an 
abject levelling system? It has no fixed character. To-day it is one thing; 
to-morrow it is something else. It changes with the temp)er of every suc¬ 
ceeding individual, and is subject to aD the varieties of each. It is Govern¬ 
ment through the medium of passions and accidents. It appears under all 
the various characters of childhood, decrepitude, dotage; a thing at nurse, 
in leading-strings, or in crutches. It reverses the wholesome order of na¬ 
ture. It occasionally puts children over men, and the conceits of nonage 
over wisdom and experience. In short, we cannot conceive a more ridicu¬ 
lous figure of Government, than hereditary succession, in all its cases, 
presents. 

Could it be made a decree in nature, or an edict registered in heaven, 
and man could know it, that virtue and wisdom should invariably apper¬ 
tain to hereditary succession, the objections to it would be removed; but 
when we see that nature acts as if she disowned and sported with the 
hereditary system; that the mental characters of successors, in all coun- 
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mentary. He always contended, at least in my hearing, that the people 
of America were more enlightened than those of England, or of any 
country in Europe; and that therefore the imposition of shew was not 
necessary in their Governments. 

Though the comparison between hereditary and elective monarchy, 
which the Abb6 has made, is unnecessary to the case, because the repre- 
senUtive system rejects both; yet, were I to make the comparison, I 
should decide contrary to what he has done. 

The civil wars which have originated from contested hereditary claims 
are more numerous, and have been more dreadful, and of longer continu¬ 
ance, than those which have been occasioned by election. All the civil wars 
b France arose from the hereditary system; they were either produced 
by hereditary claims, or by the imperfection of the hereditary form, which 
admits of regencies, or monarchy at nurse. With respect to England, its 
history is full of the same misfortunes. The contests for succession be¬ 
tween the houses of York and Lancaster, lasted a whole century; and 
others of a similar nature have renewed themselves since that period. 
Those of 171S and 1745 were of the same kbd. The succession war for the 
crown of Spam embroiled almost half Europe. The disturbances b Hol¬ 
land are generated from the hereditaryship of the Stadtholder. A Govern¬ 
ment callbg itself free, with an hereditary of&ce, is like a thorn in the 
flesh, that produces a fermentation which endeavours to discharge it. 

But I might go further, and place also foreign wars, of whatever kind, 
to the same cause. It is by addbg the evil of hereditary succession to that 
of monarchy, that a permanent family bterest is created, whose con¬ 
stant objects are dominion and revenue. Poland, though an elective 
monarchy, has had fewer wars than those which are hereditary; and it 
is the only Government that has made a volunUry essay, though but a 
small one, to reform the condition of the country. 

Having thus glanced at a fevr of the defects of the old, or hereditary 
systems of Government, let us compare it with the new, or representative 

system. • k • 

The representative system takes society and civilisation for its basis; 

nature, reason, and experience for its guide. 

Experience, in ah ages and in afl countries, has demonstrated that it 
is impossible to controul nature b her distributbn of mental powers. She 
gives them as she pleases. Whatever is the rule by wbch she, apparently 
to us, scatters them among mankind, that rule remains a se^t to man. 
It would be as ridiculous to attempt to fix the hereditaryship of ^un^ 
beauty as of wisdom. Whatever wisdom constituently is, it is like a seed- 
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the mind of a Nation is bowed down by any political superstition in its 
Government, such as hereditary succession is, it loses a considerable por¬ 
tion of its powers on aU other subjects and objects. Hereditary succession 
requires the same obedience to ignorance as to wisdom; and when once the 
mind can bring itself to pay this indiscriminate reverence, it descends 
below the stature of mental manhood. It is fit to be great only in little 
things. It acts a treachery upon itself, and suffocates the sensations that 
urge to detection. 

Though the ancient Governments present to us a miserable picture of 
the condition of man, there is one which above all others exempts itself 
from the general description. I mean the democracy of Athenians. We sec 
more to admire, and less to condemn, in that great, extraordinary people 
than in anything which history affords. 

Mr. Burke is so little acquainted with constituent principles of Govern¬ 
ment, that he confounds democracy and representation together. Repre¬ 
sentation was a thing unknown in the ancient democracies. In those the 
of the people met and enacted laws (grammatically speaking) in 
the first person. Simple democracy was no other than the common hall of 
the ancients. It signifies the form as well as the public principle of the 
Government. As those democracies increased in population, and the terri¬ 
tory extended, the simple democratkal form became imwieldy and im¬ 
practicable; and as the system of representation was not known, the 
consequence was, they either degenerated convulsively into monarchies or 
became absorbed into such as then existed. Had the system of representa¬ 
tion been then understood, as it now is, there is no reason to beheve that 
those forms of Government now called monarchical or aristocratical 
would ever have taken place. It was the want of some method to con¬ 
solidate the parts of society after it became too populous and too expen¬ 
sive for the simple deraocratical form, and also the lax and solitary condi¬ 
tion of shepherds and herdsmen in other parts of the world, that afforded 
opportunities to those unnatural modes of Government to begin. 

As it is necessary to clear away the rubbish of errors into which the 
subject of Government has been thrown, I shall proceed to remark on 
some others. 

It has always been the political craft of courtiers and court- 
governments to abuse something which they called republicanism; but 
what republicanism was or is they never attempt to explain. Let us exam¬ 
ine a little into this case. 

The only forms of Government are the democratical, the aristocratical, 
the monarchical, and what is now called the representative. 
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What is caUed a Republic is not any particular form of 
It is whoUy characterisUcal of the purport, matter or obj«t ^ 
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It cannot be Monarchy, because Monarchy is subject to an objection 
of the same amount to which the simple democratical form was subject 
It is possible that an individual may lay down a system of principles, 
on which Government shall be constitutionally established to any extent 
of territory. This is no more than an operation of the mind, acting by its 
own powers. But the practice upon those principles, as applying to the 
various and numerous circumstances of a Nation, its agriculture, manu¬ 
facture, trade, commerce, etc., etc., requires a knowledge of a different 
kind, and which can be had only from the various parts of society. It is 
an assemblage of practical knowledge, which no one individual can 
possess; and therefore the monarchical form is as much limited, in iiseful 
practice, from the incompetency of knowledge, as was the democratical 
form from the multiplicity of population. The one degenerates, by exten¬ 
sion, into confusion; the other into ignorance and incapacity, of which all 
the great monarchies are an evidence. The monarchical form, therefore, 
could not be a substitute for the democratical, because it has equal incon¬ 
veniences. 

Much less could it when made hereditary. This is the most effectual of 
all forms to preclude knowledge. Neither could the high democratical 
mind have voluntarily yielded itself to be governed by children and 
idiots, and all the motley insignificance of character which attends such 
a mere animal system, the disgrace and the reproach of reason and of man. 

As to the aristocratical form, it has the same vices and defects with 
the monarchical, except that the chance of abilities is better from the 
proportion of numbers, but there is still no security for the right use and 
application of them. 

Referring then to the original simple Democracy, it affords the true 
data from which Government on a large scale can begin. It is incapable 
of extension, not from its f>rinciple, but from the inconvenience of its 
form; and Monarchy and Aristocracy, from their incapacity. Retaining, 
then. Democracy as the ground, and rejecting the corrupt systems of 
Monarchy and Aristocracy, the representative s 3 rstem naturally presents 
itself; remedying at once the defects of the simple Democracy as to form, 
and the incapacity of the other two with respect to knowledge. 

Simple Democracy was society governing itself without the aid of 
secondary means. By ingrafting representation upon Democracy, we 
arrive at a system of Government capable of embracing and confederating 
all the various interests and every extent of territory and population; and 
that also with advantages as much superior to hereditary Government, 
as the Republic of Letters is to hereditary literature. 
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contend with him, than that it would be much better to reject the folly en¬ 
tirely. 

But what is this thing which Mr. Burke calls Monarchy? Will he ex¬ 
plain it? All men can understand what representation is; and that it 
must necessarily include a variety of knowledge and talents. But what 
security is there for the same qualities on the part of Monarchy? or, when 
this Monarchy is a child, where then is the wisdom? What does it know 
about Government? Who then is the Monarch, or where is the Mon¬ 
archy? If it is to be performed by Regency, it proves to be a farce. A 
Regency is a mock species of Republic, and the whole of Monarchy 
deserves no better description. It is a thing as various as imagination can 
paint. It has none of the stable character that Government ought to pos¬ 
sess. Every succession is a Revolution, and every regency a counter¬ 
revolution. The whole of it is a scene of perpetual court cabal and in¬ 
trigue, of which Mr. Burke is himself an instance. To render Monarchy 
consistent with Government, the next in succession should not be born 
a child, but a man at once, and that man a Solomon. It is ridiculous that 
Nations are to wait and Government be interrupted till boys grow to be 
men. 

Whether I have too little sense to see, or too much to be imposed 
upon; whether I have too much or too little pride, or of anj^hing else, I 
leave out of the question; but certain it is, that what is called Monarchy 
always appears to me a silly contemptible thing. I compare it to some¬ 
thing kept behind a curtain, about which there is a great deal of bustle 
and fuss, and a wonderful air of seeming solemnity; but when, by an 
accident, the curtain happens to be opened, and the company see what it 
is, they burst into laughter. 

In the representative system of Govamment, nothing of this can hap¬ 
pen. Like the NaUon itself, it possesses a perpetual stamina, as weD of 
body as of mind, and presents itself on the open theatre of the world in a 
fair and manly manner, WTiatever are its excellencies or defects, they are 
visible to all. It exists not by fraud and mystery; it deals not in cant and 
sophistry; but inspires a language that, passing from heart to heart, is 
felt and understood. 

We must shut our eyes against reason, we must basely degrade our 
understanding, not to see the folly of what is called Monarchy. Nature 
is orderly in all her works; but this is a mode of Government that coimter- 
acts nature. It turns the progress of the human faculties upside down. It 
subjects age to be governed by children, and wisdom by folly. 


208 


SELECTED WORK OF TOM PAINE 
On the contrary the representative system is always paraUel ^th the 
Orfj Z SluSe to. of natto, and r»so« ot ma. .a evw 

'“l‘„ S’. 2S:£T,d.ral Govemmto, mor. p««r is del.p.ad ^ .1. 

ytaTsTy’this time'the judgment of man beenito matuted, 

Se"u;tZth.he^n,^n^^^^^^^ 

aU other cases a person is a minor untfl the age of twenty-one years. B 
fore this period, he is not entrusted with the management o 

SIth tie hentable ptopetty o( a 6<*b ni ^“P »;» ‘“f ^ 
swine; but wonderful to teUl he may at the age of eighteen y 

^ft Mmarchy is all a bubble, a mere ‘? ”^2' 

is evident (at least to me) in every character m which it can • 

It would be impossible, on the rational system of 

ment, to make out a biU of expences to such an enormous , 

deception admits. Government is not of itself a very charg^ 
urZ ^ etdiunc. ni tb. ledend Govmnment "f.^mnn^ 
a, I have altnady said, on the systto o( J 

over a country nearly ten times as large as Engl^ , sterling, 

thousand doUars, or one hundred and thirty-five ^ousand po ^ 

T oresume that no man in his sober sense wiU compare the ctora 
of the Kings of Europe with that of General Washington. Yet in France 
“England,^.e expence of the civU list onl^for ^e^upport of 

one man, is eight times greater than the ^st im- 

Government in America. To assign a reason for this appe^ al^ 
possible. The generality of the people of America, ^ France 

are more able to pay taxes than the generality of people either 

°*^Buf Ae^case is, that the representative system diffuses such a bo^ ^ 

knowledge throughout a Nation on the subj^ ’cannot 

explode ignorance and preclude imposiUon. The craft of courts 
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be acted on that ground. There is no place for mystery; nowhere for it 
to begin. Those who are not in the representation know as much of the 
nature of business as those who are. An affectation of mysterious im¬ 
portance would there be scouted. Nations can have no secrets; and the 
secrets of courts, like those of individuals, are always their defects. 

In the representative system, the reason for everything must publicly 
appear. Every man is a proprietor in Government, and considers it a 
necessary part of his business to understand. It concerns his interest, be¬ 
cause it affects his property. He examines the cost, and compares it with 
the advantages; and above all, he does not adopt the slavish custom of 
following what in other Governments are called leaders. 

It can only be by blinding the understanding of man, and making 
him believe that Government is some wonderful mysterious thing, that 
excessive revenues are obtained. Monarchy is well calculated to ensure 
this end. It is the popery of Government, a thing kept up to amuse 
the ignorant and quiet them into taxes. 

The Government of a free country, properly speaking, is not in the 
persons, but in the laws. The enacting of those requires no great expence; 
and when they are administered the whole of civil Government is per¬ 
formed—the rest is all court contrivance. 

Of CoNSTiTunoNS 

That men mean distinct and separate things when they speak of Con- 
stitutions and of Governments, is evident; or why are those terms dis¬ 
tinctly and separately used? A Constitution is not the act of a Govern¬ 
ment, but of a people constituting a Government; and Government 
without a Constitution is power without a right. 

All power exercised over a Nation must have some beginning. It must 
either be delegated or assumed. There are no other sources. All delegated 
power is trust, and all assumed power is usurpation. Time does not alter 
the nature and quality of either. 

In viewing this subject, the case and circumstances of i^erica present 
themselves as in the beginning of a world; and our enquiry into the ori 
gin of Government is shortened by referring to the facts that have arisen 
in our own day. We have no occasion to roam for infonnation into the 
obscure field of antiquity, nor hazard ourselves upon conjecture. We are 
brought at once to the point of seeing Government begin, as if we had 
lived in the beginning of time. The real volume, not of history, but o 
fact, is directly before us, unmutilated by contrivance or the errors o 
tradition. 
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T here concisely state the commencement of the Ai^can Consti- 
,„U^ ConsUtuUoos 3»d C«.«™.e«s 

will sufficiently appear. r(* 5 «Her that the United States of 

" .sub»sb.d 

these counties had elected a commiitcc Philadelphia, 

the committee of Philadelphia proposed a confer^ rf aU 
tees to be held in that dty, and which met the latt« end of 

TTiough these committees had been dect^ by Sority, 

not elecL expressly for the purpo«, nor 

of forming a ConsUtuUon; and as th^ c^d offiy confer 

American ideas of right, assume such a power, y 

upon the matter, and put it into a train of coun- 

fore, did no more than state the case, and recoinme^ ^ “invention 

tioa to elect six representatives for each county, to meet m 

at Pbbadelphia, with powers to form a Constitution, and propose i 

""^Ss »t“o< wbieb Benit»». Franklin was 

n,et and deh-berated, and a^ £“bit“S“ie Snrideration of 

it to be pubUshed, not as a thmg esUblishe^but for the « 

the whole people, their apprototion or the convention 

a stated Ume. When the time of fffi probation of 
re-assembled, and as the general opmion and^roclaimed, 

it was then known, the Constitution was signed, > j-^osHed as 

on the authority of the people, and the original instrument depos 
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a public record. The convention then appointed a day for the general 
election of the representatives who were to compose the Government, and 
the time it should commence; and having done this they dissolved, and 
returned to their several homes and occupations. 

In this Constitution were laid down, first, a declaration of rights; then 
followed the form which the Government should have, and the powers 
which it should possess—the authority of the courts of judicature and 
of juries—the manner in which elections should be conducted, and the 
proportion of representatives to the number of electors—the time which 
each succeeding assembly should continue, \diich was one year—the 
mode of levying, and the accounting for the expenditure, of public money 
—of appointing public officers, etc., etc. 

No article of this Constitution could be alto-ed or infringed at the 
discretion of the Government that was to ensue. It was to the Govern¬ 
ment a law. But as it would have been unwise to preclude the benefit of 
experience, and in order also to prevent the accumulation of errors, if 
any should be found, and to preserve a unison of Government with the 
circumstances of the state to all times, the Constitution provided that at 
the expiration of every seven years, a convention should be rfected for the 
express purpose of revising the Constitution and making alterations, ad¬ 
ditions, or abolitions therein, if any such should found necessary. 

Here we see a regular process—a Government issuing out of a Consti¬ 
tution, formed by the people in their original character; and that Consti¬ 
tution serving not only as an authority, but as a law of controul to the 
Government. It was the political Bible of the state. Scarcely a famfly 
without it. Every member of the Government had a copy; and nothing 
was more common when any debate arose on the principle of a bill, or on 
the extent of any species of authority, than for the members to take the 
printed Constitution out of their pocket and read the chapter with which 

such matter in debate was connected. 

Having thus given an instance from one of the states, I will show the 
proceedings by which the federal Constitution of the United States arose 

and was formed. ^ 

Congress, at its first two meetings, in September, 1774, and May, 1775, 
was nothing more than a deputation from the legislatures of the sever 
provinces, afterwards states; and had no other authority than what arose 
from common consent, and the necessity of its acting as a public y. 
In everything which related to the internal affairs of America, Congr^ 
went no further than to issue recommendations to the several provincial 
assemblies, who at discretion adopted them or not. Nothing on the part 
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of Congress was compulsive; yet in this situation, H was more faithMy 

and affectionately obeyed than was any Government m Europe. 

e like that of the National Assembly of France, sufficenUy shews 
STe sSngth of Government does not consist of anythmg vnthm 
Sf butt the attachment of a Nation, and the interest whjch the people 
feel hi supporting it. When this is lost Government is but a child m ;»wer, 
and though Uke the old Government of France it may harass m vi u 
for a while, it but facUitates its own fall. ' 

Ato the DedaradoD of Mep.ad»ce It beome f' 

principle on wUcl. teprnsottnU™ Co»en«nni.l 

^oritv of Congress should be defined and established. Whether tha 
tthority should be more or less than Congress then 
enSed, was not the quesUon. It was merely the recUtude of the meas^ 
For this purpose, the act called the Act of Confederation (w 
a sort of hSperfect federal ConsUtution) was proposed, 

LJ^Ln was conduded in the year 1781. It was not the Act of Con¬ 
gress, because it is repugnant to the principles of repre^ta ve 
ment that a body should give power to *tself-Congress fir^mom^ ^ 

several states of the powers which it - re¬ 

vested in the union, to enable it to perform the duUes and servi 
quired from it; and the states severaDy agreed with each other, and 

centrated in Congress those powwa. :„c-t'>nnx: tthe 

It may not be improper to observe that in both thoM 
one of pLnsylvania, and the other of the United States) there is no su^ 
thing as an idea of a compact between the people on one side ^ 
GovLment on the other. The compact was that of the people ^th ^ 
other to produce and constitute a Government. To supper that 
ZZrnmlt can be a party in a compact with the whole -^ 

pose it to have existence before it can have a right to exis . 

Lice in which a compact can take place between people 
who exercise the Government is, that the people shaU pay them 

they choose to employ them. . . „„„ has a 

Government is not a trade which any man, or any ^y of ^ 

right to set up and exercise for his own emolument . ■ 

Lt in right of those by whom the trust is delegated, ^y ^ 
always resumable. It has of itself no rights; they are ^ 

Having thus given two instances of the ongmal formation of a Co^u 
tution, I will shew the manner in which both have been c g 

their first establishment. e*o»A« hv the 

The powers vested in the Governments of the several states, y 
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state Constitutions, were found upon experience to be too great, and those 
vested in the federal Government by the Act of Confederation, too little. 
The defect was not in the principle but in the distribution of power. 

Numerous publications, in pamphlets and in newspapers, appeared 
on the propriety and necessity of new modelling the federal Government. 
After some time of public discussion, carried on through the channel of 
the press, and in conversations, the state of Virginia, experiencing some 
inconvenience with respect to commerce, proposed holding a continental 
conference; in consequence of which, a deputation from five or six of 
the state assemblies met at Annapolis, in Maryland, 1786. This meeting, 
not conceiving itself sufficiently authorised to go into the business of a 
reform, did no more than state their general opinions of the propriety of 
the measure, and recommend that a convention of all the states should 
be held the year following. 

The convention met at Philadelphia in May, 1787, of which General 
Washington was elected President. He was not at that time connected 
with any of the state Governments, or with Congress. He delivered up 
his commission when the war ended, and since then had lived a private 
citizen. 

The convention went deeply into all the subjects; and having, after 
a variety of debate and investigation, agreed among themselves upon 
the several parts of a federal Constitution, the next question was, the 
manner of giving it authority and practice. 

For this purpose they did not, like a cabal of courtiers, send for a 
Dutch Stadtholder, or a German Elector; but they referred the whole 
matter to the sense and interests of the country. 

They first directed that the proposed Constitution should be published. 
Secondly, that each state should elect a convention expressly for the pur¬ 
pose of taking it into consideration, and of ratif>dng or rejecting it, and 
that as soon as the approbation and ratification of any nine states should 
be given, that those states should proceed to the election of their propor¬ 
tion of members to the new federal Government; and that the operation 
of it should then begin, and the federal Government cease. 

The several states proceeded accordingly to elect their conventions. 
Some of those conventions ratified the Constitution by very large ma¬ 
jorities, and two or three unanimously. In others there were much debate 
and division of opinion. In the Massachusetts convention, which met at 
Boston, the majority was not above nineteen or twenty in about three 
hundred members; but such is the nature of representaUve Govemme^, 
that it quietly decides all matters by majority. After the debate in 
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Massachusetts convention was closed, and the vote taken, the objecting 
members rose and declared: “That though they had f 

against it because certain parts appeared to them tn a different Ught to 
u>hat they appeared to other members; yet, as the vote had decked n 
t^.,Tcon,m.,ion « protcud. tte, Sm d ,he 

^ »..»tion 5 «re el«trf), U.e old fabrie ol ft. 
was ..k» down, aad ft. «. «< 

ingtoa is Presido.t. lo this plac. I caanot h.lp ^ 

tefand services of this gentleman are suffiaent to put all those 
Kings to shame. While they are receiving from the sweat and l^boure <^f 
maiSnd a prodigality of pay, to which neither their ^2*““ 
services can entiUe them, he is rendering every service in his power, and 
refusing every pecuniary reward. He accepted no pay as commander-in- 
chief; he accepts none as President of the United States. 

After the new federal Constitution was established, the state of Penn¬ 
sylvania, conceiving that some parts of its own ^onstitution^r^ t 
be altered, elected a convenUon for that purpose. The pro^ altera- 
Uons were published, and the people concurring therem, they were es- 

tablisbed. 

In forming those Constitutions, or in altering them, bttle or no m - 
venience took place. The ordinary course of things was not mterrapt^, 
and the advantages have been much. It is always the mterest of a fa 
greater number of people in a Nation to have things right tto to tet 
them remain wrong; and when public matters are open to debate, and 
the puhUc judgment free, it will not decide wrong, unless it decides 

*^ihe two instances of changing the Constitutions, the Governments 
then in being were not actors either way. Government has no i^h 
make itself a party in any debate respecting the principles or m<^^ ^ 
forming, or of changing. Constitutions. It is not for the benefit of 
who exercise the powers of Government that Constitutions, and the oo 
emments issuing from them, are established. In all those matters e 
right of judging and acting are in those who pay, and not in those w 

rcc0ivc* 

A Constitution is the property of a Nation, and not of those wto ex^ 
dse the Government. AU the Constitutions of America are ^ 

established on the authority of the people. In France, the word Na 
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is used instead of the people; but in both cases a Constitution is a thing 
antecedent to the Government, and always distinct therefrom. 

In England it is not difBcult to perceive that everything has a ConsU- 
tution except the Nation. Every society and associaUon that is «tab- 
lished first agreed upon a number of original articles, digested into form, 
which are its Constitution. It then appointed its officers, whose powers 
and authorities are described in that ConsUtuUon, and the Government 
of that society then commenced. Those ofiicers, by whatever name they 
are called, have no authority to add to, alter, or abridge the original 

articles It is only to the constituting power that this right belongs. 

From the want of understanding the difference between a Constitution 
and a Government, Dr. Johnson and all writers of his description tove 
always bewUdered themselves. They could not but perceive that there 
must necessarUy be a controuling power existing somewhere, and tb(y 
placed this in the discreUon of the persons exercismg the Gwemment, 
instead of placing it in a Constitution formed by the Nation. When it k 
in a Constitution it has the NaUon for its support, and the natural and 
the poliUcal controuling powers are together. ^ 
acted by Governments controul men only as mdividuals, but the NaUo , 
through its Constitution, controuls the whole Govem^t and ^ a 
natural ability so to do. The final controuling power, therefore, and the 
original constituting power, are one and the same power. 

Dr. Johnson could not have advanced such a posiUon m any rou ry 
where there was a Constitution; and be is himself an evide^ tlmt no 
such thing as a ConstituUon exists in England. But it may be put as a 
question, not improper to be invi^tigated. That if a ConstituUon does not 
exist how came the idea of its existence so gen y a p 

In order to decide this question, it is necessary to consider a C^o*^^ 
Uon in both its cases:-First, as creaUng a Government and giving it 

powers. Secondly, as regulating and restraining the ^il^ment 

If we begin with William of Normandy, we find that the Govenme 
of England was originally a tyranny, founded on 
quest of the country. This being admitted, it wdl then appear that th 
«ertion of the Nation at different periods to abate tiiat tyranny and 

render it less intolerable, has been crated for 
Magna Charta, as it was called (it is now like an almanack 
sameT?^), was no more than compelling the Government to r^oi^e 
a part of its assumptions. It did not create and give p^ers to Gov^- 
ment in the manner a Constitution does; but was, as far as it went, of 
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the nature of a re-conquest, and not a Constitution; for could the Nation 
have totally expelled the usurpation as France has done its despotism, it 
would then have had a Constitution to form. 

The history of the Edwards and the Henries, and up to the commence¬ 
ment of the Stuarts, exhibits as many instances of tyranny as could be 
acted within the limits to which the Nation had restricted it. The Stuarts 
endeavoured to pass those limits, and their fate is well known. In aD 
those instances we see nothing of a Constitution, but only of restrictions 
on assumed power. 

After thb, another William, descended from the same stock, and claim¬ 
ing from the same origin, gained possession; and of the two evib, James 
and William, the nation preferred what it thought the least; since, from 
circumstances, it must take one. The act, called the Bill of Righb, comes 
here into view. What b it but a bargain which the parb of the Govern¬ 
ment made with each other, to divide powers, profib, and privileges? 
You shall have so much, and I will have the rest; and with respert to the 
Nation, it said, for your share you shall have the right of petitioning. 
Thb being the case, the Bill of Righb b more properly the bill of wrongs 
and of insult. As to what b called the convention Parliament, it was a 
thing that made itself, and then made the authority by which it acted. 
A few persons got together, and called themselves hy that name. Several 
of them had never been elected, and none of them for the purpwse. 

From the time of William a species of Government arose, issuing out 
of thb coalition Bill of Righb; and more so since the corruption intro¬ 
duced at the Hanover succession, by the agency of Walpole, that can be 
described by no other name than a despotic legislation. Though the parb 
ma y embarrass each other, the whole has no bounds; and the only right 
it acknowledges out of itself b the right of petitioning. Where then b the 
Constitution that either gives or restrains power? 

It b not because a part of the Government b elective, that makes it 
less a despotbm, if the persons so elected possess afterwards, as a Pa'.lia- 
ment, unlimited powers. Election in thb case becomes separated from 
representation, and the candidates are candidates for despotbm. 

I cannot believe that any Nation, reasoning on ib own right, would 
have thought of calling those things a Constitution, if the cry of Consti¬ 
tution had not been set up by the Government. It has got into circulation 
like the words bore and quiz, by being chalked up in the speeches of 
Parliament, as those words were on window-shutters and door-posb; but 
whatever the Constitution may be in other respecb, it has undoubtedly 
been the most productive machine oj taxation that was ever invented. 
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The taxes in France, imder the new Constitution, are not quite thirteen 
shillings per head, and the taxes in England, under what is called its pres¬ 
ent Constitution, are forty-eight shillings and sixpence per head—men, 
women, and children—amounting to nearly seventeen millions sterling, 
besides the expence of collecting, which is upwards of a million more. 

In a country like England, where the whole of the civil Government is 
executed by the people of every town and county by means of parish 
officers, magistrates, quarterly sessions, juries, and assize, without any 
trouble to what is called the Government or any other expence to the 
revenue than the salary of the judges, it is astonishing how such a mass 
of taxes can be employed. Not even the internal defence of the country 
is paid out of the revenue. On all occasions, whether real or contrived, 
recourse is continually had to new loans and new taxes. No wonder, then, 
that a machine of Government so advantageous to the advocates of a 
Court should be so triumphantly e.xtolled. No wonder, that St. James’ 
or St. Stephen’s should echo with the continual cry of Constitution! No 
wonder, that the French Revolution should be reprobated, and the res- 
publica treated with reproach! The red book of England, like the red 
book of France, will explain the reason. 

I will now, by way of relaxation, turn a thought or two to Mr. Burke. 

I ask his pardon for neglecting him so long. 

“America,” says he (in his speech on the Canada Constitution Bill), 
“never dreamed of such absurd doctrine as the Rights oj Mon. 

Mr. Burke is such a bold presumer, and advances his assertions and 
his premises with such a deficiency of judgment, that without troubling 
ourselves about the principles of philosophy or politics, the mere logical 
conclusions they produce are ridiculous. For instance. 

If Governments, as Mr. Burke asserts, are not founded on the Rights 
of Man, and are founded on any rights at aU, they consequently must be 
founded on the right of something that is not man. WTiat then is that 

something? . . w 

Generally speaking, we know of no other creatures that inhabit the 

earth than man and beast; and in all cases where only two things offer 
themselves, and one must be admitted, a negation proved on any one 
amounts to an affirmative on the other; and therefore, Mr. Burke, by 
proving against the Rights of Man proves in behalf of the beast; and 
consequently, proves that Government is a beast; and as difficult things 
sometimes explain each other, we now see the origin of keeping wUd 
beasts in the Tower; for they certainly can be of no other use than to 
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shew the origin of the Government. They are in the place of a ConsUtu- 
tion O John BuU, what honours thou hast lost by not bemg a wild b^. 
Thou mightest, on Mr. Burke’s system, have been in the Tower for life. 

If Mr. Burke’s arguments have not weight enough to keep one serious, 
the fault is less mine than his; and as I am willing to make an a^logy to 
the reader for the Uberty I have taken, I hope Mr. Burke wiU also make 

his for giving the cause. . 

Having thus paid Mr. Burke the compliment of remembermg him, I 

return to the subject. x • j i»*« 

From the want of a Constitution in England to restrain and regulate 

the wild impulse of power, many of the laws are irraUonal and tyranmcal, 
and the administration of them vague and problematical. 

The attention of the Government of England (for I rather chuse to 
call it by this name than the English Government) appears since its 
litical connection with Germany to have been so completely engrossed 
and absorbed by foreign affairs, and the meam of raising taxes, that it 
seems to exist for no other purposes. Domestic concerns are n^lected; 
and with respect to regular law there is scarcely such a thing. 

Almost every case now must be determined by some precedent, be 
that precedent good or bad, or whether it properly applies or not; Md 
the practice is become so general as to suggest a suspicion that it proceeds 
from a deeper policy than at first sight appears. 

Since the Revolution of America, and more so since that of France, 
this preaching up the doctrines of precedents, drawn from times and cir¬ 
cumstances antecedent to those events, has been the studied practice m 
the English Government. The generality of those precedents are founded 
on principles and opinions, the reverse of what they ought; and the 
greater distance of time they are drawn from the more they are to be 
suspected. But by associating those precedents with a superstitious rev¬ 
erence for ancient things, as monks shew relics and call them holy, the 
generaUty of mankind are deceived into the design, (^vemments now 
act as if they were afraid to awaken a single reflection in man. They 
softly leading him to the sepulchre of precedents to deaden his facultiM 
and call attention from the scene of Revolutions. They feel that he is 
arriving at knowledge faster than they wish, and their policy of prec^ 
dents is the barometer of their fears. This political popery, like the ecclesi- 
asUcal popery of old, has had its day, and is hastening to its exit. The 
ragged relic and the antiquated precedent, the monk and the monarch, 

will moulder together. ■ ■ t ,h„ 

Government by precedent, without any regard to the pnnciple ot me 
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precedent, is one of the vilest systems that can be set np. In numerous 
instances the precedent ought to operate as a warning, and not as an ex¬ 
ample, and requires to be shunned instead of imitated; but instead of 
this, precedents are taken in the lump, and put at once for Constitution 
and for law. 

Either the doctrine of precedents is policy to keep man in a state of 
ignorance, or it is a practical confession that wisdom degenerates in Gov¬ 
ernments as Governments increase in age, and can only hobble along by 
the stilts and crutches of precedents. How is it that the same persons 
who would proudly be thought wiser than their predecessors appear at 
the same time only as the ghosts of departed wisdom? How strangely is 
antiquity treated I To answer some purposes it is spoken of as the times 
of darkness and ignorance, and to answer others, it is put for the light 
of the world. 

If the doctrine of precedents is to be followed, the expences of Gov¬ 
ernment need not continue the same. Why pay men extravagantly who 
have but little to do? If everything that can happen is already in prece¬ 
dent, legislation is at an end, and precedent, like a dictionary, determines 
every case. Either, therefore, Government has arrived at its dotage, and 
requires to be renovated, or all the occasions for exercising its wisdom 
have already occurred. 

We now see all over Eurc^, and particularly in England, the curious 
phenomenon of a nation looking one way, and the Government the other 
—the one forward and the other backward. If Governments are to go on 
by precedent, while Nations go on by improvement, they must at last 
come to a hnal separation; and the sooner, and the more dvilly they de¬ 
termine this point, the better. 

Having thus spoken of Constitutions generally, as things distinct from 
actual Governments, let us proceed to consider the parts of which a Con¬ 
stitution is composed. 

Opinions differ more on this subject than with respect to the whole. 
That a Nation ought to have a Constitution, as a rule, for the conduct of 
its Government is a simple question in which all men not directly cour¬ 
tiers, will agree. It is only on the component parts that questions and 
opinions multiply. 

But this difficulty, like every other, will diminish when put into a train 
of being rightly understood. 

The first thing is, that a Nation has a right to establish a Constitution. 
Whether it exercises this right in the most judicious manner at first is 
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quite another case. It exercises it agreeably to the judgment it possesses; 

and by continuing to do so, all errors will at last be exploded. 

When this right is established in a Nation, there is no fear that it mil 
be employed to its own injury. A Nation can have no interest in being 

wrong. • • I 

Though all the Constitutions of America are on one general principle, 

yet no two of them are exactly alike in their component parts or in the 
dbtribution of the powers which they give to the actual Governments. 
Some are more, and others less complex. 

In forming a Constitution, it is first necessary to consider what are the 
ends for which Government is necessary? Secondly, what are the best 
means, and the least expencive, for accomplishing thoM ends? 

Government is nothing more than a national association; and the ob¬ 
ject of thb association b the good of all, as well individually as collec¬ 
tively. Every man wishes to pursue his occupation, and to enjoy the 
fruits of hb labours and the produce of hb property in peace and safety, 
and with the least possible expence. When these things are accomplished, 
all the objects for which Government ought to be established are an- 


It has been customary to consider Government under three dbtinct 
general heads. The legblative, the executive, and the judicial. 

But if we permit our judgment to act unencumbered by the habit of 
multiplied terms, we can perceive no more than two divbions of power, 
of which civU Government b composed, namely that of legislating or en¬ 
acting laws, and that of executing or adminbtering them. Everything, 
therefore, appertaining to civil Government, classes itself under one or 
other of these two divisions. 

So far as regards the execution of the laws, that which b called the 
judicial power, b strictly and properly the executive power of every 
country. It b that power to which every individual has to appeal, and 
which causes the law to be executed; neither have we any other clew 
Idea with respect to the official execution of the laws. In England, and 
»bo in America and France, thb power begins with the magbtrate, and 
proceeds up through all the courts of judicature. 

I leave to courtiers to explain what b meant by calling Monarchy the 
executive power. It b merly a name in which acts of Government are 
done; and any other, or none at all, would answer the same purpo^ 
Laws have neither more nor less authority on thb account. It must be 
from the justness of their principles, and the interest which a Nation 
feeb therein, that they derive support; if they reqmre any other than 
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this, it is a sign that something in the system of Government is imper¬ 
fect. Laws difficult to be executed cannot be generally good. 

With respect to the organization of the legislative power, different 
modes have been adopted in different countries. In America it is gener¬ 
ally composed of two houses. In France it consists but of one, but in both 
countries it is wholly by representation. 

The case is, that mankind (from the long tyranny of assumed power) 
have had so few opportunities of making the necessary trials on modes 
and principles of Government, in order to discover the best, that GoV“ 
emment is but now beginning to be known, and experience is yet wanting 
to determine many particulars. 

The objections against two houses are, first, that there is an incon¬ 
sistency in any part of a whole legislature, coming to a final determina¬ 
tion by vote on any matter, whilst that matter, with respect to that whole, 
is yet only in a train of deliberation, and consequently open to new il¬ 
lustrations. 

Secondly. That by taking the vote on each, as a separate body, it al¬ 
ways admits of the possibility, and is often the case in practice, that the 
minority governs the majority, and that in some instances to a degree of 
great inconsistency. 

Thirdly. That two houses arbitrarily checking or controuling each 
other is inconsistent; because it cannot be proved on the principles of 
just representation, that either should be wiser or better than the other. 
They may check in the wrong as well as in the right—and therefore to 
give the power where we cannot give the wisdom to use it, nor be assured 
of its being rightly used, renders the hazard at least equal to the precau- 
tion. 

The objection against a single house is, that it is always in a condition 
of committing itself too soon. But it should at the same time be remem¬ 
bered, that when there is a Constitution which defines the power, and 
establishes the principles within which a legislature shall act, there is 
already a more effectual check provided, and more powerfully operating, 
than any other check can be. For example: 

Were a Bill to be brought into any of the American legislatures similar 
to that which was passed into an act by the English P^liament, at the 
commencement of George the First, to extend the duration of the assem¬ 
blies to a longer period than they now sit, the check is in the Constitution, 
which in effect says. Thus jar shall thou go and no further. 

But in order to remove the objection against a single house, that of 
acting with too quick an impulse, and at the same time to avoid the in- 
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consistencies, in some cases absurdities, arising from two houses, the fol¬ 
lowing method has been proposed as an improvement upon both. 

First, to have but one representation. 

Secondly, to divide that representation, by lot, into two or three parts. 

Thirdly, that every prop>osed Bill shall be first debated in those parts 
by succession, that they may become the hearers of each other, but with¬ 
out taking any vote. After which the whole representation to assemble 
for a general debate and determination by vote. 

To this proposed improvement has been added another, for the pur¬ 
pose of keeping the representation in the state of constant renovation; 
which is that one-third of the representation of each country shall go out 
at the expiration of one year, and the number be replaced by new elec¬ 
tions. Another third at the expiration of the second year replaced in like 
manner, and every third year to be a general election. 

But in whatever manner the separate parts of a Constitution may be 
arranged there is one general principle that distinguishes freedom from 
slavery, which is, that aU hereditary Government over a people is to 
them a species of slavery, and representative Government is freedom. 

Considering Government in the only light in which it should be con¬ 
sidered, that of a National Association, it ought to be so constructed 
as not to be disordered by any accident happening anning the parts; and, 
therefore, no extraordinary power, capable of producing such an effect, 
should be lodged in the hands of any individual. The death, sickness, ab¬ 
sence or defection, of any one individual in a Government, ought to be a 
matter of no more consequence, with respect to the Nation, than if the 
same circumstance had taken place in a member of the English Parlia¬ 
ment, or the French National Assembly. 

Scarcely anything presents a more degrading character of national 
greatness, than its being thrown into confusion, by anything happening 
to or acted by any individual; and the ridiculousness of the scene is often 
increased by the natural insignificance of the person by whom it is occa¬ 
sioned. Were a Government so constructed, that it could not go on unless 
a goose or a gander were present in the senate, the difficulties would be 
just as great and as real, on the flight or sickness of the goose, or the 
gander, as if it were called a King. We laugh at individuals for the siDy 
difficulties they make to themselves, without perceiving that the greatest 
of all ridiculous things are acted in Governments. 

All the Constitutions of America are on a plan that excludes the child¬ 
ish embarrassments which occur in monarchical countries. No suspension 
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of Government can there take place for a moment, from any circum¬ 
stances whatever. The system of representation provides for everything, 
and is the only system in which Nations and Governments can always 
appear in their proper character. 

As extraordinary power ought not to be lodged in the hands of any in¬ 
dividual, so ought there to be no appropriations of public money to any 
person, beyond what his services in a state may be worth. It signifies not 
whether a man be called a president, a king, an emperor, a senator, or by 
any other name which propriety or folly may devise or arrogance assume, 
it is only a certain service he can perform in the state; and the service of 
any such individual in the routine of office, whether such office be called 
monarchical, presidential, senatorial, or by any other name or title, can 
never exceed the value of ten thousand pounds a year. All the great serv¬ 
ices that are done in the world are performed by volunteer characters, 
who accept nothing for them; but the routine of office is always regu¬ 
lated to such a general standard of abilities as to be within the compass 
of numbers in every country to perform, and therefore cannot merit very 
extraordinary recompence. Government, says Swift, is a plain thing, and 
fitted to the capacity of many heads. 

It is inhuman to talk of a million sterling a year, paid out of the public 
taxes of any country, for the support of an individual, whilst thousands 
who are forced to contribute thereto, are pining with want, and strug¬ 
gling with misery. Government does not consist in a contrast between 
prisons and palaces, betwe«i poverty and pomp; it is not instituted to 
rob the needy of his mite, and increase the wretchedness of the wretched. 
But of this part of the subject I shall speak hereafter, and confine myself 
at present to political observations. 

When extraordinary power and extraordinary pay are allotted to any 
individual in a Government, he becomes the centre, round which every 
kind of corruption generates and forms. Give to any man a million a-year, 
and add thereto the power of creating and disposing of places, at the ex¬ 
pence of a country, and the liberties of that country are no longer secure. 
What is called the splendour of a throne is no other than the corruption 
of the state. It is made up of a band of parasites hving in luxurious in¬ 
dolence out of the public taxes. 

When once such a vicious system is established it becomes the guard 
and protection of all inferior abuses. The man who is in the receipt of a 
million a 3 ^ear is the last person to promote a spirit of reform, lest, in the 
event, it should reach to himself. It is always his interest to defend in¬ 
ferior abuses, as so many outworks to protect the citadel; and on this 
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spedcs of political fortification, aU the parts have such a common depend¬ 
ence that it is never to be expected they will atUck each other. 

Monarchy would not have continued so many ages m the world had it 
not been for the abuses it protects. It is the master-fraud, which sheltere 
all others. By admitting a participation of the spoil, it makes itself 
friends; and when it ceases to do this it will cease to be the idol of cour- 

the principle on which Constitutions are now formed rejects aU 
hereditary pretensions to Government, it also rejects all that catalogue 
of a s umptions known by the name of prerogatives. 

If there is any Government where prerogatives might with apparent 
safety be entrusted to any individual, it b in the federal Government of 
.\merica. The President of the United States of America is elected only 
for four years. He is not only responsible in the general sense of the word, 
but a particular mode is laid down in the Constitution for trying him. 
He cannot be elected under thirty-five years of age; and he must be a 
native of the country. 

In a comparison of these cases with the Government of England, tne 
difference when a^ilied to the latter amounts to an absurdity. In Eng¬ 
land the person who exercises prerogative is often a foreigner; 
half a foreigner, and always married to a foreigner. He is never in fm 
natural or poliUcal connection with the country, is not responsible for 
anvthing, and becomes of age at eighteen years; yet such a person is ^r- 
mitted to form foreign alliances, without even the knowledge of the Na¬ 
tion, and to make war and peace without its consent. 

But this is not all. Though such a person cannot dispose of the Gov¬ 
ernment in the manner of a testator, be dictates the marriage connec¬ 
tions, which, in effect, accomplish a great part of the same end. He can¬ 
not direcUy bequeath half the Government to Prussia, but he can form 
a marriage partnership that will produce almost the same thing. Un er 
such circumstances, it is happy for England that she is not situated on 
the Continent, or she might, like Holland, fall under the dictatorslup o 
Prussia. Holland, by marriage, is as effectually governed by Prussia, as 
if the whole tyranny of bequeathing the Government had been the means. 

The presidency in America (or, as it is sometimes called, the execu¬ 
tive) is the only office from which a foreigner is excluded, and in Eng¬ 
land it is the only one to which he is admitted. A foreigner cannot be a 
member of Parliament, but he may be what is caUed a King. If there is 
any reason for excluding foreigners, it ought to be from those offices 
where mischief can be most acted, and where, by uniting every bias o 
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interest and attachment, the trust is best secured. But as Nations proceed 
in the great business of forming Constitutions, they will examine with 
more precision into the nature and business of that department which is 
called executive. What the legislative and judicial departments are every 
one can see; but with respect to what, in Europe, is called the executive, 
as distinct from those two, it is either a political superfluity or a chaos of 
unknown things. 

Some kind of official department, to which reports shall be made from 
the different parts of a Nation, or from abroad, to be laid before the na¬ 
tional representatives, is all that is necessary; but there is no consistency 
in calling this the executive; neither can it be considered in any other 
hght than as inferior to the legislative. The sovereign authority in any 
country is the power of making laws, and everything else is an official 
department. 

Next to the arrangement of the principles and the organization of the 
several parts of a Constitution, is the provision to be made for the sup¬ 
port of the persons to whom the Nation shall confide the administration 
of the Constitutional powers. 

A nation can have no right to the time and services of any person at 
his own expence, whom it may choose to employ or entrust in any de¬ 
partment whatever; neither can any reason be given for making pro¬ 
vision for the support of any one part of a Government and not for the 
other. 

But admitting that the honour of being entrusted with any part of a 
Government is to be considered a sufficient reward, it ought to be so to 
every person alike. If the members of the legislature of any coimtry are 
to serve at their own expence, that which is called the executive, whether 
monarchical or by any other name, ought to serve in like manner. It is 
inconsistent to pay the one, and accept the service of the other gratis. 

In America, every department in the Government is decently pro¬ 
vided for; but no one is extravagantly paid. Every member of Congress, 
and of the assemblies, is allowed a sufficiency for his expences. Whereas 
in England, a most prodigal provision is made for the support of one part 
of the Government and none for the other, the consequence of which is 
that the one is furnished with the means of corruption and the other is 
put into the condition of being corrupted. Less than a fourth part of such 
expence, applied as it is in America, would remedy a great part of the 
corruption. 

Another reform in the American Constitutions is the exploding of all 
oaths of personality. The oath of allegiance in America is to the nation 
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only. The putting any individual as a figure for a Nation b improper. 
The happiness of a Nation is the superior object, and therefore the m- 
tendon of an oath of allegiance ought not to be obscured by ^mg figim- 
dvely taken to, or in the name of, any person. The oath, called the avic 
oath, in France, viz., the “Nation, the Law, and the Kmg,” b 
I f taken at all, it ought to be as in America, to the nation only. The law 
may or may not be good; but in this place it can have no other m^g 
than as being conducive to the happiness of the nadon, and therefore is 
included in it. The remainder of the oath is improper on the ground that 
all personal oaths ought to be aboUshed. They are the remains of tyranny 
on one part and slavery on the other; and the name of the C^tor 
ought not to be introduced to witness the degradadon of his creation; or 
if taken, as is already menticmed, as figuradve of the Nadon, it is in t^ 
place redundant. But whatever apology may be made for oaths at t^ 
first establishment of a Government, they ought not to be permitted 
afterwards. If a Government requires the support of oaths, it is a si^ 
that it is not worth supporting, and ought not to be supported. Make 
Government what it ought to be, and it will support itself. 

To conclude this part of the subject:—One of the greatest improve¬ 
ments that has been made for the perpetual security and progress of COT- 
stitutional liberty, is the provision which the new Consdtutions make for 
occasionally revising, altering, and amending them. 

The principle upon which Mr. Burke formed his political creed, that 
of binding and controUing posterity to the end of time, and of renounc¬ 
ing and abdicating the rights of aU posterity for ever, is now become too 
detestable to be made a subject of debate; and therefore I pass it over 
with no other notice than exposing it. 

Government is but now beginning to be known. Hitherto it has been 
the mere exercise of power which forbade all effectual enquiry into rights, 
and grounded itself wholly on possession. While the enemy of liberty 
was its judge, the progress of its principles must have been small indeed. 

The Constitutions of America, and also that of France, have either 
affixed a period for their revision, or laid down the mode by which ta- 
provement shall be made. It is perhaps impossible to establish anything 
that combines principles with opinions and practice, which the progress 
of circumstances, through a length of years, will not in some measure 
derange, or render inconsistent; and, therefore, to jwevent inconvOT- 
iences accumulating, till they discourage reformations or provoke 
Revolutions, it is best to provide the means of regulating them as 
they occur. The Rights of Man are the rights of aD generations of 
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men, and cannot be monopolized by any. That which is worth follow¬ 
ing will be foUowed for the sake of its worth, and it is in this that its 
security lies, and not in any conditions with which it may be encumbered. 
When a man leaves property to his heirs, he does not connect it with an 
obligation that they shall accept it. Why, then, should we do otherwise 
with respect to Constitutions? 

The best Constitution that could now be devised, consistent with the 
condition of the present moment, may be far short of that excellence 
which a few years may afford. There is a morning of reason rising upon 
man on the subject of Government that has not appeared before. As the 
barbarism of the present old Governments expires, the moral condition 
of Nations with respect to each other will be changed. Man will not be 
brought up with the savage idea of considering his species as his enemy, 
because the accident of birth gave the individuals existence in countries 
distinguished by different names; and as Constitutions have always some 
relation to external as well as to domestic circumstances, the means of 
benefiting by every change, foreign or domestic, should be a part of every 
Constitution. 

We already sec an alteration in the national disp>osition of England and 
France towards each other, which, when we look back to only a few years, 
is itself a Revolution. Who could have foreseen, or who would have be¬ 
lieved, that a French National Assembly would ever have been a popular 
toast in England, or that a friendly alliance of the two Nations should 
become the wish of either? It shews that man, were he not corrupted by 
Governments, is naturally the friend of man, and that human nature is 
not of itself vicious. That spirit of jealousy and ferocity, which the Gov¬ 
ernments of the two countries inspired, and which they rendered sub¬ 
servient to the purpose of taxation, is now )delding to the dictates of 
reason, interest, and humanity. The trade of courts is beginning to be 
understood, and the affectation of mystery, with all the artificial sorcery 
by which they imposed upon mankind, is on the decline. It has received 
its death wound; and though it may linger, it will expire. 

Government ought to be as much open to improvement as an)rthing 
which appertains to man, instead of which it has been monopolized from 
age to age, by the most ignorant and vicious of the human race. Need we 
any other proof of their wretched management, than the excess of debts 
and taxes with which every nation groans, and the quarrels into which 
they have precipitated the world? 

Just emerging from such a barbarous condition, it is too soon to deter¬ 
mine to what extent of improvement Government may yet be carried. 
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For what we can foresee, all Europe may form but one great RepubUc, 

and man be free of the whole. 

Ways and Means of Improving the Condition of Europe, 
Interspersed with Miscellaneous Observations 

In contemplating a subject that embraces with equatorial magnitude 
the whole region of humanity it is impossible to confine the pursuit in one 
single direction. It takes ground on every character and condition that 
appertains to man, and blends the individual, the nation, and the worl^ 

From a small spark, kindled in America, a flame has arisen not to ^ 
extinguished. Without consuming, like the UUima Ratio Regum, it winds 
its progress from Nation to Nation and conquers by a silent operation. 
Man finds himself changed, he scarcely perceives how. He acquires a 
knowledge of his rights by attending jusUy to his interest, and discovers 
in the event that the strength and powers of despotism consist whol y m 
the fear of resisting it, and that in order “to be free U is sufficient that he 

wills it** * ur u e. 

Having in all the preceding parts of this work endeavoured to establisD a 

system of principles as a basis on which Governments ought to be erected, 
I shall proceed in this to the ways and means of rradering them into prac¬ 
tice. But in order to introduce this part of the subject with more propriety 
and stronger effect, some preliminary observations, deducible from, or 
connected with those principles, are necessary. 

Whatever the form or Constitution of Government may be, it ou^ 
to have no other object than the general happiness. When instead of this 
it operates to create and increase wretchedness, in any of the parts o 
society, it is on a wrong system and reformation is necessary. 

Customary language has classed the condition of man under the t^ 
descriptions of civilized and uncivilized life. To the one it has ascribed 
felicity and affluence: to the other hardship and want. But, however our 
imagination may be impressed by painting and comparison, it 
theless true, that a great portion of mankind, in what are called civili 
countries, are in a state of poverty and wretchedness, far below the co^ 
dition of an Indian. I spe^ not of one country, but of all. It is so m 
England, it is so all over Europe. Let us enquire into the ca^e. 

It lies not in any natural defect in the principles of civilization, but in 
preventing those prindples having an universal operation; the con^ 
quence of which is a perpetual system of war and expence, ^t drains t 
country and defeats the general felicity of which civilization is capab . 
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All the European Governments (France now excepted) are constructed 
not on the principle of universal civilization, but on the reverse of it. So 
far as those Governments relate to each other they are in the same con¬ 
dition as we conceive of savage uncivilized life, they put themselves be¬ 
yond the law as well of God as of man, and are with respect to principle 
and reciprocal conduct like so many individuals in a state of nature. 

The inhabitants of every country, under the civilization of laws, easily 
civilize together, but Governments being yet in an uncivilized state, and 
almost continually at war, they pervert the abundance which civilized 
life produces to carry on the uncivilized part to a greater extent. By thus 
engrafting the barbarism of Government up)on the internal civilization 
of a country, it draws from the latter, and more especially from the poor, 
a great portion of those earnings which should be applied to their own 
subsistence and comfort. Apart from all reflections of morality and phi¬ 
losophy, it is a melancholy fact that more than one-fourth of the labour 
of mankind is annually consumed by this barbarous system. 

What has served to continue this evil is the pecuniary advantage which 
all the Governments of Europe have found in keeping up this state of 
uncivilization. It affords to them pretences for power and revenue, for 
which there would be neither occasion nor apology if the circle of civiliza¬ 
tion were rendered complete. Civil Government alone, or the Government 
of laws, is not productive of pretences for many taxes; it op)erates at 
home, directly under the eye of the country, and precludes the possibility 
of much imposition. But when the scene is laid in the uncivilized con¬ 
tention of Governments, the field of pretences is enlarged, and the coun¬ 
try being no longer a judge, is open to every imposition which Govern¬ 
ments please to act 

Not a thirtieth, scarcely a fortieth, part of the taxes which are raised 
in England are either occasioned by, or applied to, the purposes of civil 
Government It is not difficult to see that the whole which the actual 
Government does in this respect is to enact laws, and that the country 
administers and executes them, at its own expense, by means of magis¬ 
trates, juries, sessions, and assize, over and above the taxes which it pays. 

In this view of the case, we have two distinct characters of Govern¬ 
ment; the one the civil Government, or the Government of laws, which 
operates at home, the other the Court or Cabinet Government, which 
operates abroad, on the rude plan of uncivilized life; the one attended 
with little charge, the other with boundless extravagance; and so distinct 
are the two, that if the latter were to sink, as it were, by a sudden open¬ 
ing of the earth, and totally disappear, the former would not be de- 
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ranged It would still proceed, because it is the common interest of the 

Nadon that it should, and all the means are in practice. 

RSolutions, then, have for their object a change m the moral con^ 
don of Governments, and with this change the burden 
will lessen, and civilization will be left to the enjoyment of that abun¬ 
dance of which it is now deprived. , . . inln th*. 

In contemplating the whole of this subject, I extend my views mto tte 
department of commerce. In all my publications^here 
aSiit, I have been an advocate for commerce, b^use I ^ 
its effects It is a pacific system, operadng to cordiahse mankind, by ren¬ 
dering Nadons, as well as individuals, useful to each other. Ns to the m^ 
-eformation. I bava ~va, p,»chad U ap^Tha 
process is that of improving the condidon of roan by means of his in 
terest; and it is on this ground that I take my stand. 

If commerce were permitted to act to the universal rt^^ble 

it would exdrpate the system of war, and produce a Revolut^ in Ae 
uncivilized state of Governments. The invention of commerce has ai^n 
since those Governments began, and it fe the greatest approach towar^ 
universal civiUzation that has yet been made by any means not raimedi 

ately flowing from moral principles. xT«*;rtne 

Whatever has a tendency to promote the civil mtercourse of Nations 

by an exchange of benefits, is a subject as worthy of P’?‘l®“P^y “ 
politics. Commerce is no other than the traffic of two “dividuals muU^- 
Sied on a scale of number; and the same rule that nature mtend^ t^ 
mtercourse of two, she intended for all. For this purpose she has dis^^ 
uted the materials of manufactures and commerce in various and d^t^i 
parts of a Nation and of the world; and as they cannot be ^ 

war so cheaply or so commodiously as by commerce, she has re r 
the latter the means of extirpadng the former. 

As the two are nearly the opposites of each other, consequenUy, me 
uncivUized state of the European Governments is injurious to commerce. 
Every kind of destruction or embarrassment serves to lessen the quaj^ 
tity and it matters but litUe in what part of the commercial irorld ^ 
reduction begins. Like blood, it cannot be taken from any of the ^ , 

without being taken from the whole mass in arculation, and aU parta^ 
of the loss. When the abflity in any Nation to buy is destroyed, it equa y 
involves the seller. Could the Government of England d^troy the com¬ 
merce of all other Nations, she would most effectuaUy rum her 

It is possible that a Nation may be the carrier for the world, but sh 
cannot be the merchant. She cannot be the seUer and buyer of her own 
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merchandize. The ability to buy must reside out of herself; and, there¬ 
fore, the prosperity of any commercial Nation is regulated by the pros¬ 
perity of the rest. If they are poor she cannot be rich, and her condition, 
be it what it may, is an index of the height of the commercial tide in other 
Nations. 

That the principles of commerce, and its universal operation, may be 
understood, without understanding the practice, is a position that reason 
wUl not deny; and it is on this ground only that I argue the subject. It is 
one thing in the counting-house, in the world it is another. With respect 
to its operation it must necessarily be contemplated as a reciprocal thing; 
that only one-half of its power resides within the Nation, and that the 
whole is as effectually destroyed by destroying the half that resides with¬ 
out, as if the destruction had been committed on that which is within; 
for neither can act without the other. 

When in the last, as well as in the former wars, the commerce of Eng¬ 
land sunk, it was because the general quantity was lessened everywhere; 
and it now rises, because commerce is in a rising state in every Nation. 
If England, at this day, imports and exports more than at any former 
period, the Nation with which she trades must necessarily do the same; 
her imports are their exports, and vice versa. 

There can be no such thing as a Nation flourishing alone in commerce; 
she can only participate; and the destruction of it in any part must nece^ 
sarily affect all. When, therefore. Governments are at war, the attack is 
made upon the common stock of commerce, and the consequence is the 
same as if each had attacked his own. 

The present increase of commerce is not to be attributed to ministers, 
or to any political contrivances, but to its own natural operations in con- 
sequence of peace. The regular markets had been destroyed, the channels 
of trade broken up, the high road of the seas infested with robbers of 
every Nation, and the attention of the world called to other objects. Those 
interruptions have ceased, and peace has restored the deranged condition 
of things to their proper order. 

It is worth remarking, that every Nation reckons the balance of trade 
in its own favour; and therefore something must be irregular in the com- 
mon ideas up)on this subject. 

The fact, however, is true, according to what is called a balance; and 
it is from this cause that commerce is universally supported. Every Na¬ 
tion feels the advantage, or it would abandon the practice; but the decep- 
Uon lies in the mode of making up the accounts, and in attributing what 
are called profits to a wrong cause. 
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Mr. Pitt has sometimes amused himself, by showing what he called a 
balance of trade from the custom-house books. This mode of calculation, 
not only affords no rule that is true, but one that is false. 

In the first place, Every cargo that departs from the custom-house, 
appears on the books as an export; and according to the <;'>st^-hou« 
balance, the losses at sea, and by foreign failures, are all reckoned on th 
side of profit because they appear as exports. 

Secondly, Because the importation by the smuggling trade does no 
appear on the custom-house books, to arrange against the exports. 

No balance, therefore, as applying to superior advantages, cm be 
drawn from those documents: and if we examine the natural operation of 
commerce, the idea is fallacious, and if true, would soon be injurious The 
great support of commerce consists in the balance being a level of bene- 


fits among all Nations. 

Two merchants of different Nations trading together, will both become 
rich and each makes the balance in his own favour; consequently they 
do not get rich out of each other; and it is the same with respect to the 
Nations in which they reside. The case must be, that each Nation must 
get rich out of its own means, and encrease that riches by somethmg 
which it procures from another in exchange. 

If a merchant in England sends an article of English manufacture 
abroad which costs him a shilling at home Md inaports something which 
ylk for two, he makes a balance of one shilling in his own favour; but 
this is not gained out of the foreign Nation or the foreign merchant, for 
he also does the same by the articles he receives, and neither has a bal¬ 
ance of advantage upon the other. The original value of the two article 
in their proper countries was but two shillings, but by changing their 
places, they acquire a new idea of value equal to double what they had at 
first, and that encreased value is equally divided. 

There is no otherwise a balance on foreign than on domestic com¬ 
merce. The merchants of London and Newcastle trade on the same prin¬ 
ciples, as if they resided in different Nations, and make their balances 
in the same manner; yet London does not get rich out of Newcastle, any 
more than Newcastle out of London ; but coals, the merchandize of New¬ 
castle, have an additional value at London, and London merchandize 

has the same at Newcastle. . 

Though the principle of all commerce is the same, the domestic, m a 
national view, is the part the most beneficial; because the whole of the 
advantages, on both sides, rests within the Nation; whereas, m foreign 
commerce, it is only participation of one-half. 
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The most unprofitable of all commerce is 
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terns, are agitating, and a common interest of Courts is forming against 
the common interest of man. This combination draws a line that runs 
throughout Europe, and presents a cause so entirely new as to exclude 
all calculations from former circumstances. While despotism warred with 
despotism, man had no interest in the contest; but in a cause that unites 
the soldier with the citizen, and Nation with Nation, the despotism of 
Courts, though it feels the danger, and meditates revenge, is afraid to 
strike. 

No question has arisen within the records of history that pressed with 
the importance of the present. It is not whether this or that party shall 
be in or not, or Whig or Tory, or high or low shall prevail; but whether 
man shall inherit his rights, and universal civilization take place? 
^/^Tiether the fruits of his labours shall be enjoyed by himself or con¬ 
sumed by the profligacy of Governments? Whether robbery shall be 
banished from Courts, and wretchedness from countries? 

When, in coimtries that are called civilized, we see age going to the 
workhouse and youth to the gallows, something must be wrong in the 
system of Government It would seem, by the exterior appearances of 
such countries, that aU was happiness; but there lies hidden from the 
eye of conunon observation, a mass of wretchedness that has scarcely 
any other chance, than to expire in poverty or infamy. Its entrance into 
life is marked with the pyresage of its fate; and until this is remedied, it 
is in vain to punish. 

Civil Government does not consist in executions; but in making that 
provision for the instruction of youth and the supiport of age, as to ex¬ 
clude, as much as possible, profligacy from the one and despair from the 
other. Instead of this, the resources of a country are lavished upon kings, 
upon Courts, upon hirelings, imposters and prostitutes; and even the 
poor themselves, with all their wants upon them, are compelled to sup¬ 
port the fraud that oppresses them. 

Why is it that scarcely any are executed but the poor? The fact is a 
proof, among other things, of a wretchedness in their condition. Bred up 
without morals, and cast upon the world without a prospect, they are the 
exposed sacrifice of vice and legal barbarity. The millions that are super¬ 
fluously wasted upon Governments are more than sufficient to reform 
those evils, and to benefit the condition of every man in a Nation, not 
included within the purlieus of a Court. This I hope to make appear in 
the progress of this work. 

It is the nature of compassion to associate with misfortune. In taking 
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up this subject I seek no recompence—I fear no consequence. Fortified 
with that proud integrity that disdains to triumph or to yield, I will ad- 
vocate the Rights of Man. 

It is to my advantage that I have served an apprenticeship to life. 
I know the value of moral instruction, and I have seen the danger of the 
contrary. 

At an early period, little more than sixteen years of age, raw and ad¬ 
venturous, and heated with the false heroism of a master who had served 
in a man-of-war, I began the carver of my own fortune, and entered on 
board the Terrible Privateer, Captain Death. From this adventure I was 
happily prevented by the affectionate and moral remonstrance of a good 
father, who, from his own habits of Ufe, being of the Quaker profe^ion, 
must begin to look upon me as lost. But the impression, much as it af¬ 
fected at the time, began to wear away, and I entered afterwards in the 
King of Prussia Privateer, Captain Mendez, and went with her to sea. 
Yet from such a beginning, and with all the inconvenience of early life 
against me, I am proud to say that with a perseverance undismayed by 
difficulties, a disinterestedness that compeUed respect, I have not only 
contributed to raise a new empire in the world, founded on a nw system 
of Government, but I have arrived at an eminence in pohtical literature, 
the most difficult of all lines to succeed and excel in, which .Aristocracy 
with all its aids has not been able to reach or to rival. 

Knowing my own heart and feeling myseU as I now do, superior to aU 
the skirmish of party, the inveteracy of interested or nj^en 
I answer not to falsehood or abuse, but proceed to the defects of the Eng- 

lish Government. 

I begin with charters and corporations. 

It is a perversion of terms to say that a charter gives rights. It operate 
by a contrary effect-that of taking rights away. Rights are inherently 
in all the inhabitants; but charters, by annulUng thoa righU in the ^- 
jority, leave the right, by exclusion, in the hands of a few. 
were constructed so as to express in direct terms, “that ev^y mhabitafU 
who is not a member of a corporation, skaU not exerctse oj^vot- 

ing,” such charters would, in the face, be charters not of rights, but of 
exdusion. The effect is the same under the form they now st^d; and toe 
only persons on whom they operate are the persons whom they exc u e. 
Thosrwhose rights are guaranteed, by not being taken 
other rights than as members of the community they ^e entitled to wito- 
out a charter; and, therefore, all charters have no other than an mdirect 
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negative operation. They do not give rights to A, but they make a differ¬ 
ence in favour of A by taking away the right of B, and consequently are 
instruments of injustice. 

But charters and corporations have a more extensive evil effect than 
what relates merely to elections. They are sources of endless contentions 
in the places where they exist, and they lessen the common rights of na¬ 
tional society. A native of England, under the operation of these charters 
and corporations, cannot be said to be an Englishman in the full sense of 
the word. He is not free of the Nation in the same manner that a French¬ 
man is free of France, and an American of America. His rights are cir¬ 
cumscribed to the town, and in some cases to the parish of his birth; and 
all other p>arts, though in his native land, are to him as a foreign country. 
To acquire a residence in these he must undergo a local naturalization 
by purchase, or he is forbidden or expelled the place. This species of 
feudality is kept up to aggrandize the corporations at the ruin of towns; 
and the effect is visible. 

The generality of corporation towns are in a state of solitary decay, 
and prevented from further ruin only by some circumstance in their situ¬ 
ation, such as a navigable river, or a plentiful surrounding country. As 
population is one of the chief sources of wealth (for without it land itself 
has no value), everything which operates to p)revent it must lessen the 
value of prop>erty; and as corporations have not only this tendency, but 
directly this effect, they cannot be but injurious. If any policy were to be 
followed, instead of that of general freedom to every p)erson to settle 
where he choose (as in France or America) it would be more consistent 
to give encouragement to new comers than to preclude their admission by 
exacting premiums from them. 

The porsons most immediately interested in the abolition of corpora¬ 
tions are the inhabitants of the towns where corporations are established. 
The instances of Manchester, Birmingham, and Sheffield shew, by con¬ 
trast, the injury which those Gothic institutions are to property and com¬ 
merce. A few examples may be found, such as that of London, whose natu¬ 
ral and commercial advantages, owing to its situation on the Thames, is 
capoble of bearing up against the political evils of a corporation; but in 
almost all other cases the fatality is too visible to be doubted or denied. 

Though the whole Nation is not so directly affected by the depression 
of projorty in corporation towns as the inhabitants themselves, it par¬ 
takes of the consequence. By lessening the value of proporty, the quantity 
of national commerce is curtailed. Every man is a customer in proportion 
to his ability; and as all p^arts of the Nation trade with each other, what- 
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ever affects any of the parts must necessarily communicate to the whole. 

As one of the houses of the English Parliament is, in a great measure, 
made up of elections from these corporations; and as it is unnatural that 
a pure stream should flow from a foul fountain, its vices are but a con¬ 
tinuation of the vices of its origin. A man of moral honour and good politi¬ 
cal principles cannot submit to the mean drudgery and disgraceful arts 
by which such elections are carried. To be a successful candidate he must 
be destitute of the qualities that constitute a just legislator; and being 
thus disciplined to corruption by the mode of entering into Parliament, 
it is not to be expected that the representative should be better than the 
man. 

Mr. Burke, in speaking of the English representation, has advanced 
as bold a challenge as ever was given in the days of chivalry. Our repre¬ 
sentation,” says he, “has been found perfectly adequate to all the pur¬ 
poses for which a representation of the people can be desired or devised. 
I defy,” continues he, “the enemies of our Constitution to shew the con¬ 
trary.” This declaration from a man who has been in constant opposi¬ 
tion to all the measures of Parliament the whole of his politick life, a 
year or two excepted, is most extraordinary; and, comparing him with 
himself, admits of no other alternative than that he acted against his 
judgment as a member, or has declared contrary to it as an author. 

But it is not in the representation only that the defects lie, and there- 
fore 1 proceed in the next place to the Aristocracy. ^ ^ 

What is called the House of Peers is constituted on a ground very suni- 
lar to that against which there is a law in other cases. It amounts to a 
combination of persons in one common interest. No reason can be given 
why a house of legislation should be composed entirely of men whose 
occupation consists in letting landed property, than why it should be 
composed of those who hire, or of brewers, or bakers, or any other sep- 
arate class of men. 

Mr. Burke this house “/Ae great ground and pillar of security to 

the landed interest” Let us examine this idea. 

What pillar of security does the landed interest require more than any 
other interest in the sUte, or what right has it to a distinct and separate 
representation from the general interest of a Nation? The only use to 
be made of this power (and which it has always nmde) is to ward off tax« 
from itself, and throw the burden upon such articles of consumption by 

which itself would be least affected. 

That this has been the consequence (and will always be the conse- 
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quence) of constructing Governments on combinations, is evident with 
resi>ect to England from the history of its taxes. 

Notwithstanding taxes have encreased and multiplied upon every 
article of common consumption, the land-tax, which more particularly 
affects this “pillar,” has diminished. In 1788 the amount of the land-tax 
was £1,950,0(X), which is half-a-million less than it produced almost a 
hundred years ago, notwithstanding the rentals are in many instances 
doubled since that period. 

Before the coming of the Hanoverians, the taxes were divided in nearly 
equal proportions between the land and articles of consumption, the land 
bearing rather the largest share; but since that aera nearly thirteen mil¬ 
lions annually of new taxes have been thrown upon consumption; the 
consequence of which has been a constant encrease in the number and 
wretchedness of the poor, and in the amount of the poor rates. Yet here 
again the burden does not fall in equal proportions on the Aristocracy 
with the rest of the community. Their residences, whether in town or 
country, are not mixed with the habitations of the poor. They live apart 
from distress and the expence of relieving it. It is in manufacturing towns 
and labouring villages that those burdens press the heaviest, in many of 
which it is one class of poor supporting another. 

Several of the most heavy and productive taxes are so contrived as to 
give an exemption to this pillar, thus standing in its own defence. The 
tax upon beer brewed for sale does not affect the Aristocracy, who brew 
their own beer free of this duty. It falls only on those who have not con- 
veniency or ability to brew, and who must purchase it in small quantities. 
But what will mankind think of the justice of taxation when they know 
that this tax alone, from which the Aristocracy are from circumstances 
exempt, is nearly equal to the whole of the land-tax, being in the year 
1788, and it is not less now, £1,666,152, and with its proportion of the 
taxes on malt and hops, it exceeds it. That a single article, thus partially 
consumed, and that chiefly by the working part, should be subject to a 
tax, equal to that on the whole rental of a Nation, is, perhaps, a fact not 
to be paralleled in the histories of revenues. 

This is one of the consequences resulting from a house of legislation 
composed on the ground of a combination of common interest; for what¬ 
ever their separate politics as to parties may be, in this they are united. 
WTiether a combination acts to raise the price of any article for sale, or 
the rate of wages, or whether it acts to throw taxes from itself upon an¬ 
other class of the community, the principle and the effect are the same; 
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and if the one be illegal, it will be difficult to shew that the other ought 
to exist. 

It is to no use to say that taxes are first proposed in the House of Com¬ 
mons; for as the other House has always a negative it can always defend 
itself; and it would be ridiculous to suppose that its acquiescence in the 
measures to be proposed were not understood beforehand. Besides which 
it has obtained so much influence by borough-traffic, and so many of its 
relations and connections are distributed on both sides of the Commons, 
as to give it, besides an absolute negative in one House, a preponderancy 
in the other in all matters of common concern. 

It is difficult to discover what is meant by the landed interest, if it does 
not mean a combination of aristocratical landholders opposing their own 
pecuniary interest to that of the farmer, and every branch of trade, com¬ 
merce, and manufacture. In all other respects it is the only interest that 
needs no partial protection. It enjoys the general protection of the world. 
Every individual, high or low, is interested in the fruits of the earth; men, 
women, and children, of all ages and degrees, will turn out to assist the 
farmer, rather than a harvest should not be got in; and they will not act 
thus by any other property. It is the only one for which the common 
prayer of mankind is put up, and the only one that can never fail from the 
want of means. It is the interest, not of the policy, but of the existence of 
man, and when it ceases be must cease to be. 

No other interest in a Nation stands on the same united support. Com¬ 
merce, manufactures, arts, sciences, and everything else, compared with 
this, are supported but in parts. Their prosperity or their decay has not 
the same universal influence. When the vallies laugh and sing it is not 
the farmer only but all creation that rejoices. It is a prosperity that ex¬ 
cludes all envy; and this cannot be said of an 5 rtbing else. 

Why, then, does Mr. Burke talk of his House of Peers as the pillar of 
the landed interest? Were that pillar to sink into the earth, the same 
landed property would continue, and the same ploughing, sowing, and 
reaping would go on. The Aristocracy are not the farmers who work 
the land and raise the produce, but are the mere consumers of the rent; 
and when compared with the active world, are the drones, a seraglio of 
males, who neither collect the honey nor form the hive, but exist only 
for lazy employment. 

Mr. Burke, in his first essay, called Aristocracy **the Corintinan capital 
of polished society** Towards compleating the figure he has now added 
the pillar^ but still the base is wanting: and whenever a Nation chuse 
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to act a Samson, not blind, but bold, down go the temple of Dagon, the 
Lords and the Philistines. 

If a house of legislation is to be composed of men of one class for the 
purpose of protecting a distinct interest, all the other interests should 
have the same. The inequality as well as the burden of taxation arises 
from admitting it in one case and not in all. Had there been a house of 
farmers, there had been no game laws; or a house of merchants and manu¬ 
facturers, the taxes had neither been so unequal nor so excessive. It is 
from the power of taxation being in the hands of those who can throw 
so great a part of it from their own shoulders, that it has raged without 
a check. 

Men of small or moderate estates are more injured by the taxes being 
thrown on articles of consumption than they are eased by warding it from 
landed property for the followipg reasons: 

First, They consume more of the productive taxable articles, in propor¬ 
tion to their property, than those of large estates. 

Secondly, their residence is chiefly in towns, and their property in 
houses; and the encrease of the poor-rates, occasioned by taxes on con¬ 
sumption, is in much greater proportion than the land-tax has been 
favoured. In Birmingham, the poor-rates are not less than seven shill¬ 
ings in the pound. From this, as already observed, the Aristocracy are in 
a great measure exempt. 

These are but a part of the mischiefs flowing from the wretched scheme 
of a House of Peers. 

As a combination, it can always throw a considerable portion of taxes 
from itself; and as an hereditary house, accountable to nobody, it re¬ 
sembles a rotten borough, whose consent is to be courted by interest. 
There are but a few of its members, who are not in some mode or other 
participators, or disposers of the public money. One turns a candleholder, 
or a lord in waiting; another a lord of the bed-chamber, a groom of the 
stole, or any insignificant nominal office to which a salary is annexed, 
paid out of the public taxes, and which avoids the direct appearance of 
corruption. Such situations are derogatory to the character of man; and 
where they can be submitted to, honour cannot reside. 

To all these are to be added the numerous dependants, the long list of 
younger branches and distant relations, who are to be provided for at 
the public expence; in short, were an estimation to be made of the charge 
of Aristocracy to a Nation, it will be found nearly equal to that of sup¬ 
porting the poor. The Duke of Richmond alone (and there are cases 
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^Dar to his) takes away as much for himself as would maintain two 
thousand poor and aged persons. Is it, then, any wonder that under such 
a system of Government, taxes and rates have multiplied to their present 
extent? 

In stating these matters, I speak an open and disengaged language 
dictated by no passion but that of humanity. To me, who have not only 
refused offers because I thought them improper, but have declined re¬ 
wards I might with reputation have accepted, it is no wonder that mean¬ 
ness and imposition appear disgustful. Independence is my happiness, and 
I view things as they are, without regard to place or person; my country 
is the world, and my religion is to do good. 

Mr. Burke, in speaking of the aristocratical law of primogeniture, says: 
“It is the standing law of our landed inheritance; and which, without 
question, has a tendency, and I think,” continues he, “a happy tendency, 
to preserve a character of weight and consequence.” 

Mr. Burke may call this law what he pleases, but humanity and impar¬ 
tial reflection will denounce it a law of brutal injustice. Were he not 
accustomed to the daily practice, and did we only hear of that as the law 
of some distant part of the world, we should conclude that the legislators 
of such countries had not yet arrived at a state of civilization. 

As to its preserving a character of weight and consequence, the case 
appears to me directly the reverse. It is an attaint upon character; a sort 
of privateering on family property. It may have weight among dependent 
tenants, but it gives none on a scale of national, and much less of uni¬ 
versal, character. Speaking for myself, my parents were not able to give 
me a shilling beyond what they gave me in education; and to do this they 
distressed themselves; yet I possess more of what is called consequence in 
the world, than any one in Mr. Burke’s catalogue of aristocrats. 

Having thus glanced at some of the defects of the two Houses of Par¬ 
liament, I proceed to what is called the Crown, upon which I shaU be very 
concise. 

It signifies a nominal office of a mfllion sterUng a-year, the business of 
which consists in receiving the money. Whether the person be wise or 
foolish, sane or insane, a native or a foreigner, matters not. Every Mm- 
istry acts upon the same idea that Mr. Burke writes, namely, that the 
people must be hood-winked, and held in superstitious ignorance by some 
bugbear or other; and what is called the Crown answers tWs purpose, and 
therefore it answers all the purposes to be expected from it. This is more 
that! ran bc Said of the Other two branches. 
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The hazard to which this office is exposed in all countries is not from 
anything that can happen to the man, but from what may happen to the 
Nation—the danger of its coming to its senses. 

It has been customary to call the Crown the executive power, and the 
custom is continued, though the reason has ceased. 

It was called the executive, because the person whom it signified used 
formerly to sit in the character of a judge, in administering or executing 
the laws. The tribunals were then a part of the Court. The power, there¬ 
fore, which is now called the judicial, is what was called the executive; 
and, consequently, one or other of the terms is redundant, and one of the 
offices useless. We speak of the Crown now, it means nothing; it sig¬ 
nifies neither a judge nor a general; besides which it is the laws that 
govern, and not the man. The old terms are kept up, to give an appear¬ 
ance of consequence to empty forms; and the only effect they have is that 
of encreasing expences. 

Before I proceed to the means of rendering Governments more con¬ 
ducive to the general happiness of mankind than they are at present, it 
will not be improper to take a review of the progress of taxation in Eng¬ 
land. 

It is a general idea, that when taxes are once laid on, they are never 
taken off. However true this may have been of late, it was not always so. 
Either, therefore, the people of former times were more watchful over 
Government t h a n those of the present, or Government was administered 
with less extravagance. 

It is now seven hundred years since the Norman Conquest, and the 
establishment of what is called the Crown. Taking thi'^ portion of time 
in seven separate periods of one hundred years each, the amount of the 
annual taxes, at each period, will be as foUows:— 

Annual amount of taxes levied by Wdliam the Conqueror, 


beginning in the year 1066. £400,000 

Annual amount of taxes at one hundred years from the 

Conquest (1166). 200,000 

Annual amount of taxes at two hundred years from the 

Conquest (1266). 1 50,000 

Annual amount of taxes at three hundred years from the 

Conquest (1366). 130,000 

Annual amount of taxes at four hundred years from the 
Conquest (1466). 100,000 


These statements and those which follow, are taken from Sir John 
Sinclair’s History of the Revenue; by which it appears, that taxes con- 
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tinued decreasing for four hundred years, at the expiration of which time 
they were reduced three-fourths, viz., from four hundred thousand 
pounds to one hundred thousand. The people of England of the present 
day, have a traditionary and historical idea of the bravery of their an¬ 
cestors; but whatever their virtues or their vices might have been, they 
certainly were a people who would not be imposed upon, and who kept 
Government in awe as to taxation, if not as to principle. Though they 
were not able to expel the monarchical usurpation, they restricted it to 
a republican (economy of taxes. 

Let us now review the remaining three hundred years. 

Annual amount of taxes at five hundred years from the 


Conquest (1566). £500,000 

Annual amount of taxes at six hundred years from the 

Conquest (1666). 1,800,000 

Annual amount of taxes at the present time (1791). 17,000,000 


The difference between the first four hundred years and the last three 
is so astonishing, as to warrant an opinion that the national character of 
the English has changed. It would have been impossible to have dragooned 
the former English into the excess of taxation that now exists; and when 
it is considered that the pay of the army, the navy, and of all the revenue 
officers, is the same now as it was above a hundred years ago, when the 
taxes were not above a tenth part of what they are at present, it appears 
impossible to account for the enormous expenditure on any other ground 
than extravagance, corruption and intrigue. 

With the Revolution of 1688, and more so since the Hanover succes¬ 
sion, came the destructive system of continental intrigues, and the rage 
for foreign wars and foreign dominion; systems of sucdi secure mystery 
that the expences admit of no accounts; a single line stands for millions. 
To what excess taxation might have extended, had not the French Revolu¬ 
tion contributed to break up the system, and put an end to pretences, is 
impossible to say. Viewed, as that Revolution ought to be, as ^e for¬ 
tunate means of lessening the load of taxes of both <x)untries, it is of as 
much importance to England as to France; and, if properly improved to 
all the advantages of which it is capable, and to which it leads, deserves 
as much celebration in one (xjuntry as the other. 

In pursuing thi<; subject, I shall begin with the matter that first presents 
itself, that of lessening the burden of taxes; and shall then add such mat¬ 
ters and propositions, respecting the three countries of England, France 
and America, as the present prospect of things appears to justify. I 
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mean, an alliance of the three, for the purposes that will be mentioned in 
their proper place. 

WTiat has happened may happen again. By the statement before 
shown of the progress of taxation, it is seen that taxes have been lessened 
to a fourth part of what they had formerly been. Though the present 
circumstances do not admit of the same reduction, yet it admits of such a 
beginning as may accomplish that end in less time than in the former case. 

The amount of taxes for the year ending at Michaelmas, 1788, was as 


follows:— 

Land tax . il,950,000 

Customs . 3,789,274 

Excise (including old and new malt). 6,751,727 

Stamps . 1,278,214 

Miscellaneous taxes and incidents. 1,803,755 


£15,572,970 

Since the year 1788 upwards of one million of new taxes have been laid 
on, besides the produce from the lotteries, and as the ta.xes have in general 
been more productive since than before, the amount may be taken in 
round numbers at £17,000,000. 

N.B.—The expence of collection and the drawbacks, which together 
amount to nearly two millions, are paid out of the gross amount, and the 
above is the nett sum paid into the exchequer. 

This sum of seventeen millions is applied to two different purposes, the 
one to pay the interest of the national debt, the other to the current ex- 
pences of each other. About nine millions are appropriated to the former, 
and the remainder, being nearly eight millions, to the latter. As to the 
million said to be applied to the reduction of the debt, it is so much like 
pairing with one hand and taking out with the other as not to merit much 
notice. 

It happened fortunately for France that she possessed national domains 
for paying off her debt, and thereby lessening her taxes; but as this is not 
the case in England, her reduction of taxes can only take place by reduc¬ 
ing the current expences, which may now be done to the amount of four or 
five millions annually, as will hereafter app)ear. When this is accomplished 
it will more than counterbalance the enormous charge of the American 
War, and the saving will be from the same source from whence the evil 
arose. 

As to the national debt, however heavy the interest may be in taxes, yet 
as it serves to keep alive a capital useful to commerce, it balances by its 
effects a considerable part of its own weight; and as the quantity of gold 
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and silver in England, is by some means or other, short of its proper 
proportion (being not more than twenty millions whereas it should be 
sixty) it would, besides the injustice, be bad policy to extinguish a capital 
that serves to supply that defect. But with respect to the current expence 
whatever is saved therefrom is gain. The excess may serve to keep cor¬ 
ruption alive, but it has no reaction on credit and commerce like the 
interest of the debt. 

It is now very probable that the English Government (I do not mean 
the Nation) is unfriendly to the French Revolution. Whatever serves to 
expose the intrigue and lessen the influence of courts by lessening taxation 
will be unwelcome to those who feed upon the spoil. Whilst the clamour 
of French intrigue, arbitrary power, Pop)ery, and wooden shoes could be 
kept up the Nation was easily allured and alarmed into taxes. Those days 
are now past; deception, it is to be hoped, has reaped its last harvest, 
and better times are in prospect for both countries and for the world. 

Taking it for granted that an alliance may be formed between Eng¬ 
land, France and America for the purposes hereafter to be mentioned, the 
national expences of France and England may consequently be lessened. 
The same fleets and armies will no longer be necessary to either, and the 
reduction can be made ship for ship on each side. But to accomplish these 
objects the Governments must necessarily be fitted to a common and cor¬ 
respondent principle. Confidence can never take place while an hostile 
disposition remains in either, or where mystery and secrecy on one side 
is opposed to candour and openness on the other. 

These matters admitted, the national expences might be put back for 
the sake of a precedent, to what they were at some period when France 
and England were not enemies. This, consequently, must be prior to the 
Hanover succession, and also to the Revolution of 1688. The first instance 
that presents itself, antecedent to those dates, is in the very wasteful and 
profligate times of Charles the Second; at which time England and France 
acted as aUies. If I have chosen a period of great extravagance it will serve 
to show modem extravagance in a still worse light; esp>ecially as the pay 
of the navy, the army, and the revenue officers has not encreased since 
that time. 

The peace establishment was then as follows (see Sir John Sinclair’s 
“History of the Revenue”):— 


Navy .. 
Army .. 
Ordnance 
Civil List 


£300,000 

212,000 

40,000 

462,115 
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The Parliament, however, settled the whole annual peace establish¬ 
ment at £1,200,000. If we go back to the time of Elizabeth the amount 
of all the taxes was but half a million, yet the Nation sees nothing during 
that period that rq>roaches it with want of consequence. 

All circumstances, then, taken together, arising from the French Revo¬ 
lution, from the approaching harmony and reciprocal interest of the two 
nations, the abolition of our Court intrigue on both sides, and the progress 
of knowledge in the sdence of Government, the annual expenditure might 
be put back to one million and a half, viz.:— 


Navy . £500,000 

Army . 500,000 

Ezpences of government . 500,000 


£1,500,000 

Even this sum is six times greater than the expences of Government 
are in America, yet the civil internal Government in England (I mean 
that administered by means of quarter sessions, juries, and assize, and 
which, in fact, is nearly the whole, and performed by the Nation), is less 
expcnce upon the revenue than the same species and portion of Govern¬ 
ment is in America. 

It is time that Nations should be rational, and not be governed like 
animals, for the pleasure of their riders. To read the history of Kings, a 
man would be almost inclined to suppose that Government consisted in 
stag-hunting, and that every Nation paid a million a-year to a huntsman. 
Man ought to have pride or shame enough to blush at being thus imposed 
upon, and when be feels his proper character he will. Upon all subjects of 
this nature, there is often passing in the mind a train of ideas he has not 
yet accustomed himself to encourage and communicate. Restrained by 
something that puts on the character of prudence, he acts the hypocrite 
upon himself as well as to others. It is, however, curious to observe how 
soon this spell can be dissolved. A single expression, boldly conceived and 
uttered, will sometimes put a whole company into their prof>er feelings: 
and whole Nations are acted upon in the same manner. 

As to the offices of which any civil Government may be composed, it 
matters but little by what names they are described. In the routine of 
business, as before observed, whether a man be styled a president, a King, 
an Emperor, a senator, or anything else, it is impossible that any service 
he can perform can merit from a Nation more than ten thousand pounds 
a year; and as no man should be paid beyond his services, so every man 
of a proper heart will not accept more. Public money ought to be touched 
with the most scrupulous consdousness of honour. It is not the produce 
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of riches only, but of the hard earnings of labour and poverty. It is 
drawn even from the bitterness of want and misery. Not a beggar passes, 
or perishes in the streets, whose mite is not in that mass. 

Were it possible that the Congress of America could be so lost to their 
duty, and to the interest of their constituents, as to offer General Wash¬ 
ington, as President of America, a million a year, he would not, and he 
could not, accept it. His sense of honour is of another kind. It has cost 
England almost seventy millions sterling to maintain a family imported 
from abroad, of very inferior capacity to thousands in the nation; and 
scarcely a year has passed that has not produced some new mercenary 
application. Even the physicians* bilk have been sent to the public to be 
paid. No wonder that jails are crowded, and taxes and poor rates in¬ 
creased. Under such systems, nothing is to be looked for but what has 
already happened; and as to reformation, whenever it comes, it must be 
from the Nation, and not from the Government 

To show that the sum of five hundred thousand k more than sufficient 
to defray all the expences of Government, exclusive of navies and armies, 
the following estimate k added, for any country of the same extent as 


England. 

In the first place, three hundred representatives fairly selected, are 
sufficient for all the purposes to which legklation can apply, and prefera¬ 
ble to a larger number. They may be divided into two or three houses, or 
meet in one, as in France, or in any manner a CcMistitution shall direct. 

As representation k always considered in free countries as the most 
honourable of all stations, the allowance made to it k merely to defray the 
expence which the representatives incur by that service, and not to it as an 


office. 

If an allowance, at the rate of five hundred pounds per annum, be 
made to every representative, deducting for non-attendance, the ex¬ 
pence, if the whole number attended for six months each year would 

be ... 

The official departments cannot reasonably exceed the following num¬ 
ber, with the salaries annexed:— 

Three offices at ten thousand pounds each. 

Ten ditto, at five thousand pounds each. 

Twenty ditto, at two thousand pounds each. 

Forty ditto, at one thousand pounds each. 

Two hundred ditto, at five himdred pounds each. 

Three hundred diUo, at two hundred pounds each. 

Five hundred ditto, at one hundred pounds each. 

Seven hundred cfiUo, at seventy-five pounds each._ 


£75,CXX) 


£30,000 

50,000 

40,000 

40,000 

100,000 

60,000 

50,000 

52,500 


£497,500 
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If a Nation chuse, it can deduct four per cent, from all offices, and make 
one of twenty thousand per annum. 

All revenue officers are paid out of the monies they collect, and there¬ 
fore are not in this estimation. 

The foregoing is not offered as an exact detail of offices, but to show the 
number and rate of salaries which five hundred thousand pounds will 
support; and it will, on experience, be found impracticable to find busi¬ 
ness sufficient to justify even this expence. As to the manner in which 
office business is now performed, the chiefs in several offices, such as the 
post office and certain offices in the exchequer, etc., do little more than 
sign their names three or four times a year; and the whole duty is per¬ 
formed by under-clerks. 

Taking, therefore, one million and a half as a suffident peace estab¬ 
lishment for all the honest purposes of Government, which is three hun¬ 
dred thousand pounds more than the peace establishment in the profligate 
and prodigal times of Charles the Second (notwithstanding, as has been 
already observed, the pay and salaries of the army, navy, and revenue 
officers continue the same as at that p)eriod), there will remain a surplus 
of upwards of six millions out of the present current expences. The ques¬ 
tion then will be, how to dispose of this surplus? 

WTioever has observed the manner in which trade and taxes twist 
themselves together, must be sensible of the impossibility of sep)aratuig 
them suddenly. 

First. Because the artides now on hand are already charged with the 
duty; and the reduction cannot take place on the present stock. 

Secondly. Because, on all those articles on which the duty is charged 
on the gross, such as per barrel, hogshead, hundredweight or ton, the 
abolition of the duty does not admit of being divided down so as fully to 
reheve the consumer, who purchases by the pint, or the pound. The last 
duty on strong beer and ale, was three shillings per barrel, which, if taken 
off, would lessen the purchase only half a farthing per pint, and conse¬ 
quently, would not reach to practical relief. 

This being the condition of a great part of the taxes, it will be necessary 
to look for such others as are free from this embarrassment and where the 
reb'ef will be direct and visible, and capable of immediate operation. 

In the first place, then, the poor-rates are a direct tax which every 
housekeeper feels, and who knows also, to a farthing, the sum which he 
pays. The national amount of the whole of the poor-rates is not posi¬ 
tively known, but can be procured. Sir John Sinclair, in his History of the 
Revenue, has stated it at £2,100,587. A considerable part of which is 
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expended in litigations, in which the poor, instead of being relieved are 
tormented. The expence, however, is the same to the parish from whatever 
cause it arises. 

In Birmingham the amount of the poor-rates is fourteen thousand 
pounds a year. This, though a large sum, is moderate compared with the 
population. Birmingham is said to contain seventy thousand souls, and 
on a proportion of seventy thousand to fourteen thousand pounds poor- 
rates, the national amount of poor-rates, taking the population of Eng¬ 
land at seven millions, would be but one million four hundred thousand 
pounds. It is, therefore, most probable, that the population of Birming¬ 
ham is over-rated. Fourteen thousand pounds is the proportion upon 
fifty thousand souls, taking two millions of poor-rates, as the national 
amount. 

Be it, however, what it may, it is no other than the consequence of the 
excessive burden of taxes, for, at the time when the taxes were very low, 
the poor were able to maintain themselves; and there were no poor-rates. 
In the present state of things a labouring man, with a wife and two or 
three children, does not pay less than between seven and eight pounds a 
year in taxes. He is not sensible of this, because it is disguised to him in 
the articles which he buys, and he thinks only of their dearness; but as 
the taxes take from him, at least, a fourth of his yearly earnings, he is con¬ 
sequently disabled from providing for a family, especially if himself or 
any of them are afflicted with sickness. 

The first step, therefore, of practical relief, would be to abolish the 
poor-rates entirely, and in lieu thereof, to make a remission of taxes to 
the poor of double the amount of the present poor-rates, viz., four mil¬ 
lions annually, out of the surplus taxes. By this measure, the poor will 
be benefited two millions, and the housekeepers two millions. This alone 
would be equal to a reduction of one hundred and twenty millions of the 
National Debt, and consequently equal to the whole expence of the Amer¬ 
ican War. 

It will then remain to be considered, which is the most effectual mode 
of distributing this remission of four millions. 

It is easily seen, that the poor are generally composed of large families 
of children, and old people past their labour. If these two classes are pro¬ 
vided for, the remedy will so far reach to the full extent of the case, that 
what re main*; will be incidental, and in a great measure, fall within the 
compass of benefit clubs, which, though of humble invention, merit to be 
ranked among the best of modem institutions. 

Admitting England to contain seven millions of souls; if one-fifth 


250 SELECTED WORK OF TOM PAINE 

thereof are of that class of poor which need support, the number will be 
one million four hundred thousand. Of this number, one hundred and 
forty thousand will be aged poor, as will be hereafter shown, and for 
which a distinct provision will be proposed. 

There will remain one million two hundred and sixty thousand which, 
at five souls to each family, amount to two hundred and fifty-two thou¬ 
sand families, rendered poor from the expence of children and the weight 
of ta.xes. 

The number of children imder fourteen years of age, in each of those 
families, will be found to be about five to every two families; some hav¬ 
ing two, and others three; some one, and others four: some none, and 
others five; but it rarely happens that more than five are under fourteen 
years of age, and after this age they are capable of service or of being 
apprenticed. 

Allowing five children (under fourteen years) to every two families, 


The number of children would be. 630,000 

The number of pyarents, were they all living, would be. 504,000 


It is certain, that if the children are provided for, the parents are re¬ 
lieved of consequence, because it is from the expence of bringing up chil¬ 
dren that their poverty arises. 

Having thus ascertained the greatest number that can be supposed to 
need support on account of yoimg families, I proceed to the mode of relief 
or distribution, which is. 

To pay as a remission of taxes to every poor family, out of the surplus 
taxes, and in room of poor-rates, four pounds a-year for every child 
under fourteen years of age; enjoining the parents of such children to 
send them to school, to learn reading, writing, and common arithmetic; 
the ministers of every parish, of every denomination to certify jointly to 
an office, for that p>urpx)se, that this duty is performed. The amount of 
this expence will be. 

For six hundred and thirty thousand children at £4 per annum each £2,520,000 

By adopting this method, not only the poverty of the parents will be 
relieved, but ignorance will be banished from the rising generation, and 
the number of poor will hereafter become less, because their abilities, by 
the aid of education, will be greater. Many a youth, with good natural 
genius, who is apprenticed to a mechanical trade, such as a carpenter, 
joiner, millwright, shipwright, blacksmith, etc., is prevented getting for- 
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ward the whole of his life from the want of a little common education 
when a boy. 

I now proceed to the case of the aged. 

I divide age into two classes. First, the approach of age, begimiiog at 
fifty. Secondly, old age commencing at sixty. 

At fifty, though the mental faculties of man are in full vigour, and Ins 
judgment better than at any preceding date, the bodily powers for labo¬ 
rious life are on the decline. He cannot bear the same quantity of fatigue 
as at an earlier period. He begins to earn less, and is less capable of endur¬ 
ing wind and weather; and in those retired employments where mudi 
sight is required, he fails apace, and sees himself, like an old horse, be¬ 
ginning to be turned adrift. 

At sixty his labour ought to be over, at least from direct necessity. It is 
painful to see old age working itself to death, in what are called dvilixed 
countries for daily bread. 

To form some judgment of the number of those above fifty years of 
age, I have several times counted the persons I met in the streets of Lon¬ 
don, men, women, and children, and have generally found that the aver¬ 
age is about one in sixteen or seventeen. If it be said that aged persons 
do not come much in the streets, so neither do infants; and a great propor¬ 
tion of grown children are in schools and in workshops as apprentices. 
Taking, then, sixteen for a divisor, the whole number of persons in Eng¬ 
land of fifty years and upwards, both sexes, rich and poor, will be four 
hundred and twenty thousand. 

The persons to be provided for out of this gross number will be hus¬ 
bandmen, common labourers, journeymen of every trade and their wives, 
sailors, and disbanded soldiers, worn out servants of both sexes, and poor 
widows. 

There will be also a considerable number of middling tradesmen, who 
having lived decently in the former part of life, b^in, as age approaches, 
to lose their business, and at last fall to decay. 

Besides these there will be constantly thrown off from the revolutions 
of that wheel which no man can stop nor regulate, a number from every 
class of life connected with commerce and adventure. 

To provide for all those accidents, and whatever else may befall, I 
take the number of persons who, at one time or other of their lives, after 
fifty years of age, may feel it necessary or comfortable to be better sup¬ 
ported than they can support themselves, and that not as a matter of grace 
and favour, but of right, at one-third of the whole number, which is one 
hundred and forty thousand, and for whom a distinct provision was pro- 
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posed to be made. If there be more, society, notwithstanding the show 
and pomposity of Government, is in a deplorable condition in Eng- 
land. 

Of th»s one hundred and forty thousand^ I take one half, seventy 
thousand, to be of the age of fifty and under sixty, and the other half to 
be sixty years and upwards. Having thus ascertained the probable propor¬ 
tion of the number of aged persons, I proceed to the mode of rendering 
their condition comfortable, which is, 

To pay every such person of the age of fifty years, and untfl he shall 
arrive at the age of sixty, the sum of six pounds per annum out of the 
surplus taxes, and ten pounds per annum during life after the age of 
sixty. The expence of which will be. 


Seventy thousand persons, at £6 per annum 
Seventy thousand ^tto, at £10 per annum.. 


£420,000 

700,000 

£1,120,000 


This support, as already remarked, is not of the nature of a charity 
but of a right. Every person in England, male and female, pays on an 
average in taxes two pounds eight shillings and sixpence per annum from 
the day of his (or her) birth; and if the expence of collection be added, 
he pays two pounds eleven shillings and sixpence; consequently, at the 
end of fifty years he has paid one hundred and twenty-eight pounds fif¬ 
teen shillings, and at sixty one hundred and fifty-four pounds ten shillings. 
Converting, therefore, his (or her) individual tax into a tontine, the 
money he shall receive after fifty years is but little more t han the l^al 
interest of the nett money he has paid; the rest is made up from those 
whose circumstances do not require them to draw such support, and the 
capital in both cases defrays the expences of (k)vemment. It is on this 
ground that I have extended the probable claims to one-third of the num¬ 
ber of aged persons in the Nation. Is it, then, better that the lives of one 
hundred and forty thousand aged persons be rendered comfortable, or 
that a million a year of public money be exf>ended on any one individual, 
and him often of the most worthless or insignificant character? Let reason 
and justice, let honour and humanity, let even hypocrisy, sycophancy and 
Mr. Burke, let (George, let Louis, Leopold, Frederic, Catherine, Corn¬ 
wallis, or Tippoo Saib, answer the question. 


The sum thus remitted to the poor will be. 

To two hundred and fifty-two thousand poor families, containing 

six hundred and thirty thousand children. 

To one hundred and forty thousand aged persons. . 1,120,000 


£3,640,000 
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There will then remain three hundred and sixty thousand pounds out 
of the four millions, part of which may be applied as follows:— 

After all the above cases are provided for there will still be a number of 
families who, though not properly of the class of poor, yet find it difficult 
to give education to their children; and such children, under such a case, 
would be in a worse condition than if their parents were actually poor. A 
Nation under a well-regulated Government should permit none to remain 
uninstructed. It is monarchical and aristocratical Government only that 
requires ignorance for its support. 

Suppose, then, four hundred thousand children to be in this condition, 
which is a greater number than ought to be supposed after the provisions 
already made, the method will be: 

To allow for each of those children ten shillings a year for the expencc 
of schooling for six years each, which will give them six months' school¬ 
ing each year, and half-a-crown a year for paper and spelling books. 

The expence of this will be annually £250,000. 


shfllings per bead, men, women, and children. The difference, therefore, be¬ 
tween the two Governments is as under:— 

England America 


For a family of five persons . 
For a family of six persons .. 
For a family of seven persons 


£ s. d. £ s. d. 

14 17 6 15 0 

17 17 0 1 10 0 

20 16 6 1 15 0 


There will then remain one hundred and ten thousand pounds. 

Notwithstanding the great modes of relief which the best insUtuted 
and best principled Government may devise, there will stiU be a number 
of smaUer cases, which it is good poUcy as well as beneficence in a Nation 
to consider. 

Were twenty shillings to be given immediately on the birth of a child, 
to every woman who should make the demand, and none will make it 
whose circumstances do not require it, it might relieve a great deal of 
instant distress. 

There are about two hundred thousand births yearly in England, and 
if claimed, by one fourth, 


The amount would be. £50,000. 

And twenty shillings to every new-married couple who should claim m 
like manner. This would not exceed the sum of £20,000. 
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Also twenty thousand pounds to be appropriated to defray the funeral 
expences of persons, who, travelling for work, may die at a distance from 
their friends. By relieving parishes from this charge, the sick stranger 
will be better treated. 

I finish this part of the subject with a plan adapted to the particu¬ 
lar condition of a metropolis, such as London. 

Cases are continually occurring in a metropolis different to those which 
occur in the country, and for which a different, or rather an additional, 
mode of relief is necessary. In the country, even in large towns, people 
have a knowledge of each other, and distress never rises to that extreme 
height it sometimes does in a metropolis. There in no such thing in the 
country as persons, in the literal sense of the word, starved to death, or 
dying with cold from the want of a lodging. Yet such cases, and others 
equally as miserable, happen in London. 

Many a youth comes up to London full of expectations, and with little 
or no money, and unless he get immediate employment he is alre^y 
half-undone; and boys bred up in London without any means of a live¬ 
lihood, and as it often happens of dissolute parents, are in a still worse 
condition; and servants long out of place are not much better off. In 
short, a world of little cases is continually arising, which busy or affluent 
life knows not of, to open the first door to distress. Hunger is not among 
the postponeable wants, and a day, even a few hours, in such a condition 
is often the crisis of a life of ruin. 

These circumstances which are the general cause of the little thefts 
and pilferings that lead to greater, may be prevented. There yet remmn 
twenty thousand pounds out of the four millions of surplus taxes, which 
with another fund hereafter to be mentioned, amounting to about twenty 
thousand pounds more, cannot be better applied than to this purpose. The 
plan then will be: 

Pirst,—^To erect two or more buildings, or take some already erected, 
capable of containing at least six thousand persons, and to have in each 
of these places as many kinds of employment as can be contrived, so that 
every person who shall come may find something which he or she can do. 

Secondly,—To receive all who shall come, without inquiring who or 
what they are. The only condition to be, that for so much, or so many 
hours’ work, each person shall receive so many meals of wholesome food 
and a warm lodging, at least as good as a barrack. That a certain portion 
of what each person’s work shall be worth shall be reserved, and given to 
him or her, on their going away; and that eadi person shall stay as long 
or as short a time, or come as often as he chuse, on these conditions. 
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If each person stayed three months, it would assist by rotation twenty- 
four thousand persons annually, though the real number, at all times, 
would be but six thousand. By establishing an asylum of this kind, per¬ 
sons to whom temporary distresses occur would have an opportunity to 
recruit themselves, and be enabled to look out for better employment. 

Allowing that their labour paid but one half the expence of supporting 
them, after reserving a portion of their earnings for themselves, the sum 
of forty thousand pounds additional would defray all other charges for 
even a greater number than six thousand. 

The fund very properly convertible to this purpose, in addition to the 
twenty thousand pounds remaining of the former fund, will be the 
produce of the tax upon coals, so iniquitously and wantonly applied to 
the support of the Duke of Richmond. It is horrid that any man, more 
especially at the price coals now are, should live on the distresses of a 
community; and any Government permitting such an abuse deserves to 
be dismissed. This fund is said to be about twenty thousand pounds per 
annum. 

I now conclude this plan with enumerating the several particulars, 
and then proceed to other matters. 

The enumeration is as follows:— 

First—^Abolition of two million poor-rates. 

Secondly—Provision for two hundred and fifty-two thousand poor 
families. 

Thirdly—Education for one million and thirty thousand children. 

Fourthly—Comfortable provision for one hundred and forty thousand 
aged persons. 

Fifthly—Donation of twenty shillings each for fifty thousand births. 

Sixthly—Donation of twenty shillings each for twenty thousand mar¬ 
riages. 

Seventhly—Allowance of twenty thousand pounds for the funeral cx- 
pences of persons travelling for work, and dying at a distance from their 
friends. 

Eighthly—Emplo)anent, at all times, for the casual poor in the dries 
of London and Westminster. 

By the operation of this plan, the poor laws, those instruments of dvil 
torture, will be superseded, and the wasteful expcnce of litigation pre¬ 
vented. The hearts of the humane will not be shocked by ragged and 
hungry children, and persons of seventy or eighty years of age, begging 
for bread. The dying poor will not be dragged from place to place to 
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breathe their last, as a reprisal of parish upon parish. Widows will have 
a maintenance for their children, and not be carted away, on the death of 
their husbands, like culprits and criminals; and children will no longer be 
considered as increasing the distresses of their parents. The haunts of the 
wretched will be known, because it will be to their advantage, and the 
number of petty crimes, the offspring of distress and poverty, will be 
lessened. The poor, as well as the rich, will then be interested in the sup¬ 
port of Government, and the cause and apprehension of riots and tumults 
win cease. Ye who sit in ease, and solace yourselves in plenty—and such 
there are in Turkey and Russia, as well as in England—and who say to 
yourselves, “Are we not well off?” have ye thought of these things? When 
ye do, ye will cease to speak and feel for yourselves alone. 

The plan is easy in practice. It does not embarrass trade by a sudden 
interruption in the order of taxes, but effects the rehef by changing the 
application of them; and the money necessary for the purpose can be 
drawn from the excise collections, which are made eight times a year in 
every market town in England. 

Having now arranged and concluded this subject, I proceed to the next 
Taking the present current expences at seven millions and a half, 
which is the least amount they are now at, there will remain (after the 
sum of one million and a half be taken for the new current expences and 
four millions for the before-mentioned service) the sum of two millions; 
part of which to be applied as follows: 

Though fleets and armies, by an alliance with France, will, in a great 
measure, become useless, yet the persons who have devoted themselves to 
those services, and have thereby unfitted themselves for other lines of 
Efe, are not to be sufferers by the means that make others happy. They 
are a different description of men to those who form or hang about a court 
A p>art of the army will remain, at least for some years, and also of the 
navy, for which a provision is already made in the former part of this 
plan of one million, which is almost half a million more than the peace 
establishment of the army and navy in the prodigal times of Charles the 
Second. 

Suppose, then, fifteen thousand soldiers to be disbanded, and that an 
allowance be made to each of three shillings a-week during life, clear of 
all deductions, to be paid in the same manner as the Chelsea College pen¬ 
sioners are paid, and for them to return to their trades and their friends; 
and also that an addition of fifteen thousand sixpences per week be made 
to the pay of the soldiers who shall remain. The annual expence will be:— 
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To the pay of fifteen thousand disbanded soldiers, at 3s. per week ... £117,000 

Additional pay to the remaining soldiers .. 19,500 

Suppose that the pay to the oflScers of the disbanded corps be of the 
cmp amount as the sum allowed to the men. 

£253,500 

To prevent bulky estimations, admit the same sum to the disbanded 

navy as to the army, and the same increase of pay. 253,500 

Total.£507,000 


Every year some part of this sum of half a million (I omit the odd 
seven thousand pounds for the purpose of keeping ^e account unembar¬ 
rassed) will fall in, and the whole of it in time, as it is on the ground of 
life annuities, except the encreased pay of twenty-nine thousand pounds. 
As it falls in, a part of the taxes may be taken off; for instance, when 
thirty thousand pounds fall in, the duty on hops may be wholly taken 
ofi- and as other parts faU in, the duties on candles and soap may be 
tested, till at last they will totally cease. There now remains at least 

one million and a half of surplus t axes . ^ 

The tax on houses and windows is one of those direct taxes which, like 
the poor rates, is not confounded with trade, and when t^oi off, the 
rdief wffl be instantly felt. This tax falls heavy on the middlmg class oi 

people. 

The amount of this tax by the returns of 1788 


Houses and windows, by the Act of 1766 

Ditto, by the Act of 1779 . 

Total. 


£385,459 11 7 
130,739 14 5^ 

£516,199 6 0>4 


If this tax be struck off, there wfll then remain abort one miffion of 
surplus taxes; and as it is always proper to keep a sum m re^^e for 
cidTntal matters, it may be best not to extend 

first instance, but to consider what may be accomplished by other modes 

the taxes most heavily felt is the commurtUon to. I shrtl 
therefore offer a plan for its aboUtion, by subsUtuUng another m its 

place, which wiU effect three objects at once. __ 

First, That of removing the burthen to ^lere it can 
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Secondly, Restoring justice among families by a distribution of prop¬ 
erty. 

Thirdly, Extirpating the overgrown influence arising from the unnat¬ 
ural law of primogeniture, and which is one of the principal sources of 
corruption at elections. 

The amount of the commutation tax by the returns of 1788 was 
£771,657. 

When taxes are proposed, the country is amused by the plausible lan¬ 
guage of taxing luxuries. One thing is called a luxury at one time, and 
something else at another; but the real luxury does not consist in the 
article, but in the means of procuring it, and this is always kept out of 
sight. 

I know not why any plant or herb of the field should be a greater lux¬ 
ury in one country than another; but an overgrown estate in either is a 
luxury at all times, and, as such, is the proper object of taxation. It is, 
therefore, right to take those kind tax-making gentlemen upon their own 
word, and argue on the principle themselves have laid down, that of 
taxing luxuries. If they or their champion, Mr. Burke, who, I fear, is 
growing out of date, like the man in armour, can prove that an estate of 
twenty, thirty, or forty thousand pounds a year is not a luxury, I will 
give up the argument. 

Admitting that any annual sum, say, for instance, a thousand pounds, 
is necessary for the support of a family, consequently the second thou¬ 
sand is of the nature of a luxury, the third still more so, and by proceed¬ 
ing on we shall at last arrive at a sum that may not improperly be called 
a prohibitable lu.xury. It would be impolitic to set bounds to property 
acquired by industry, and therefore it is right to place the prohibition 
beyond the probable acquisition to which industry can extend; but there 
ought to be a limit to property or the accumulation of it by bequest. It 
should pass in some other line. The richest in every Nation have poor 
relations, and those often very near in consanguinity. 

The following table of progressive taxation is constructed on the above 
principles, and as a substitute for the commutation tax. It will reach the 
point of prohibition by a regular operation, and thereby supersede the 
aristocratical law of primogeniture. 
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TABLE I 


A tax on all estates of the dear yearly value of £50, after deducting the 


land tax, and up 

To £500 .. 

From £500 to £1,000 . 

On the second thousand. 

On the third thousand. 

On the fourth thousand. 

On the fifth thousand. 

On the sixth thousand. 

On the seventh thousand. 

On the eighth thousand. 

On the ninth tinnisand. 

On the tenth thousand. 

On the eleventh thousand .... 

On the twelfth thousand. 

On the thirteenth thousand ... 
On the fourteenth thousand ... 
On the fifteenth thousand ..... 
On the sixteenth thousand .... 
On the sev^teenth thousand .. 
On the eighteenth thousand ... 
On the nineteenth thousand ... 
On the twentieth thousand .... 
On the twenty-first thousand .. 
On the twenty-second thousand 
On the twenty-third thousand . 


s. d 

0 3 per pound 
0 6“ 

0 9“ 
10“ “ 
16 “ “ 

2 0 “ “ 

3 0“ “ 

4 0“ “ 

5 0“ * 

6 0 “ “ 

7 0“ “ 

8 0 “ “ 

9 0“ “ 

10 0 “ “ 

11 0 “ “ 

12 0 “ “ 

13 0 “ “ 

14 0 “ “ 

15 0 “ “ 

16 0 “ “ 

17 0 “ “ 

18 0 “ “ 

19 0 “ “ 

20 0 “ “ 


The foregoing table shows the progression per pound on every pro¬ 
gressive thousand. The following table shows the amount of the tax on 
every thousand separately, and in the last column the total amount of aD 
the separate sums collected. 

TABLE n 


An estate of £50 per annum, 

U i< IQQ « 

“ “ 200 “ 

“ “ 300 “ 

«4 M 400 “ 

“ “500 


at 3cL per pound. 


pays £0 12 

“ 1 5 

“ 2 10 

“ 3 15 

“ 5 0 

“ 7 5 


6 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 


After £500 the tax of 6d. per pound takes place on the second £500; con¬ 
sequently an estate of £1,000 p)er annum p>a 3 rs £21 ISs., and so on. 
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Toted amount 



£ s. d. 


£ 

s. 

£ 

s. 

1st 

£500 at 0 3 per pound 

7 

si 

21 

15 

2nd 

<4 “06“ 

u 

14 

lof 



2nd £1,000 “09“ 

u 

37 

lO"^. 


5 

3rd 

“ “10“ 

«« 

50 

0 . 


5 

4th 

“ “16“ 

« 

75 

0 . 


5 

5th 

“ “20“ 

(1 

100 

0 . 


5 

6th 

“ “30“ 

c< 

150 

0 . 


5 

7th 

“ “40“ 

<1 

200 

0 . 


5 

3th 

““50“ 

u 

250 

0 . 


5 

9th 

“ “60“ 

<c 

300 

0 . 


5 

10th 

““70“ 

u 

350 

0 . 


5 

nth 

““80“ 

u 

400 

0 . 


5 

12 th 

“ “90“ 

M 

450 

0 . 

. 2,380 

5 

13th 

“ “ 10 0 “ 

<C 

500 

0 . 

. 2,880 

5 

14th 

“ “ 11 0 “ 

M 

550 

0 .. 


5 

15th 

“ “ 12 0 “ 

U 

600 

0 .. 


5 

16th 

“ “ 13 0 “ 

U 

650 

0 .. 


5 

17 th 

“ “ 14 0 “ 

M 

700 

0 . 


5 

13th 

“ “ 15 0 “ 

l« 

750 

0 . 


5 

19th 

• “ 16 0 “ 

(t 

800 

0 . 


5 

20th 

“ “ 17 0 “ 

M 

850 

0 . 


5 

21st 

“ “ 18 0 “ 

M 

900 

0 . 


5 

22nd 

- “ 19 0 “ 

M 

950 

0 . 


5 

23td 

“ “ 20 0 “ 

“ 1,000 

0 . 


5 


At the twenty-third thousand the tax becomes 2Qs. in the pound, 
and consequently every thousand beyond that sum can produce no profit 
but by dividing the estate. Yet, formidable as this tax appears, it will 
not, I believe, produce so much as the commutation tax: should it produce 
more, it ought to be lowered to that amount upon estates under two or 
three thousand a yeas. 

On small and middling estates it is lighter (as it is intended to be) 
than the commutation tax. It is not till after seven or eight thousand a 
year that it begins to be heavy. The object is not so much the produce of 
the tax as the justice of the measure. The Aristocracy hag screened itself 
too much, and this serves to restore a part of the lost equilibrium. 

As an mstance of its screening itself, it is only necessary to look back to 
the first establishment of the excise laws, at what is called the Restora¬ 
tion, or the coming of Charles the Second. The aristocratical interest then 
in power commuted the feudal services itself was under, by laying a tax 
on beer brewed for sale; that is, they compounded with Charles for an 
exemptioQ from those services for themselves and their heirs by a tax to 
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be paid by other pet^le. The Aristocracy do not purchase beer brewed 
for sale, but brew their own beer free of the duty; and if any commutation 
at that time were necessary, it ought to have been at the expence of those 
for whom the exemptions from those services were intended; instead of 
vdiich, it was thrown on an entire different class of men. 

But the chief object of this progressive tax (besides the justice of 
rendering taxes more equal than they are), is, as already stated, to ex¬ 
tirpate the overgrown influence arising from the unnatural law of primo¬ 
geniture, and which is one of the principal sources of corruption at elec¬ 
tions. 

It would be attended with no good consequences to inquire how such 
vast estates as thirty, forty, or fifty thousand a year could commence, 
and that at a time when commerce and manufactures were not in a state 
to admit of such acquisitions. Let it be sufficient to remedy the evfl by 
putting them in a condition of descending again to the community, by the 
quiet means of apportioning them among all the heirs and heiresses of 
those families. This will be the more necessary, because hitherto the 
Aristocracy have quartered their younger children and connections upon 
the public, in useless posts, places and offices, which when abolished will 
leave them destitute, unless the law of primogeniture be also abolished or 
superseded. 

A progressive tax will, in a great measure, effect this object, and that 
as a matter of interest to the parties most immediately concerned, as will 
be seen by the following table, which shows the nett produce upon every 
estate, after subtracting the tax. By this it will appear that after an estate 
exceeds thirteen or fourteen thousand a ye 2 Lr the remainder produces but 
Kttle profit to the holder, and consequently will pass either to the younger 
children or to other kindred. 


TABLE m 

Shewing the nett produce of every estate from one thousand to twenty- 
three thousand pounds a year:— 

No. of Thousands TotalTax Nett 

per Ann. Subtracted. Produce. 

£ £ ^ 

1,000 . 21 979 

2,000 . 59 1,941 

3,000 . 109 2,891 

4,000 . 184 3,816 
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No. o] Thousands 

Total Tax 

Nett 

per Ann. 

Subtracted. 

Produce. 

£ 

£ 

£ 

7,000 . 



8,000 . 



9,000 . 



10,000 . 



11,000 .. 



12,000 .. 

. 2,380 . 


13,000 . 



14,000 . 



15,000 . 



16,000 . 



17,000 . 



18,000 . 



19,000 . 



20,000 . 



21,000 . 



22,000 . 



23,000 . 



—^The odd shillings arc 

dropped in this table. 


According to this table, an estate cannot produce more thjin £12^70 
dear of the land tax and the progressive tax, and therefore the dividing 
such estates will follow as a matter of family interest. An estate of £23,000 
a year, divided into five estates of four thousand each and one of three, 
will be charged only £1,129, which is but 5 p>er cent., but if held by one 
possessor will be charged £10,630. 

Although an enquiry into the origin of those estates be unnecessary, 
the continuation of them in their present state is another subject. It is a 
matter of national concern. As hereditary estates, the law has created the 
evil, and it ought also to provide the remedy. Primogeniture ought to 
be abolished, not only because it is unnatural and unjust, but because the 
country suffers by its operation. By cutting off (as before observed) the 
3 rounger children from their proper portion of inheritance the public is 
loaded with the expence of maintaining them; and the freedom of elec¬ 
tions violated by the overbearing influence which this unjust monopoly 
of family property produces. Nor is this all. It occasions a waste of jia- 
tional property. A considerable part of the land of the country is rendered 
unproductive by the great extent of parks and chases which this law 
serves to keep up, and this at a time when the annual production of grain 
is not equal to the national consumption. In short, the evils of the aris- 
tocratical system are so great and numerous, so inconsistent with every- 
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thing that is jost, wise, natural, and beneficent, that when they are con¬ 
sidered, there ought not to be a doubt that many, who are now classed 
under that description, will wish to see such a system abolished. 

What pleasure can they derive from contemplating the exposed condi¬ 
tion and almost certain beggary of their younger offspring? Every aris- 
tocratical family has an appendage of family beggars hanging round it, 
which in a few ages or a few generations are shook off, and console them¬ 
selves with telling their tale in almshouses, workhouses, and prisons. 
This is the natural consequence of Aristocracy. The peer and the beggar 
are often of the same family. One extreme produces the other; to make 
one rich many must be made poor; neither can the system be supported 
by other means. 

There are two classes of people to whom the laws of England are par¬ 
ticularly hostile, and those the most helpless: younger children and the 
poor. Of the former I have just spoken; of the latter I shall mention one 
instance out of the many that might be produced, and with which I shall 
dose this subject. 

Several laws are in existence for regulating and limiting workmen’s 
wages. WTiy not leave them as free to make their own bargains as the 
law-makers are to let their farms and houses? Personal labour is all the 
property they have. Why is that little, and the little freedom they enjoy, 
to be infringed? But the injustice will appear stronger if we consider the 
operation and effect of such laws. When wages are fixed by what is called 
a law, the legal wages remain stationary, while everything else is in pro¬ 
gression; and as those who make that law still continue to lay on new 
taxes by other laws, they increase the expence of living by one law and 
take away the means by another. 

But if those gentlemen law-makers and tax-makers thought it right to 
limit the poor pittance which personal labour can produce, and on which 
a whole family is to be supported, they certainly must feel themselves 
happily indulged in a limitation on their own part of not less than twdvc 
thousand a year, and that of property they never acquired (nor probably 
any of their ancestors), and of whkh they have made so ill a use. 

Having now finished this subject, I shall bring the several particulars 
into one view, and then proceed to other matters. 

The first Eight Articles are: 

1. Abolition of two millions poor-rates. 

2. Provision for two hundred and fifty-two thousand poor families at 
the rate of four pounds per head for each child under fourteen years of 
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age; which, with the addition of two hundred and fifty thousand pounds, 
provides also education for one million and thirty thousand children. 

3. Annuity of six pounds per annum each for all poor persons, decayed 
tradesmen, or others (supposed seventy thousand) of the age of fifty 
years, and until sixty. 

4. Annuity of ten pounds each for life for all poor persons, decayed 
tradesmen, and others (supposed seventy thousand), of the age of sixty 
years. 

5. Donations of 20s. each for fifty thousand births. 

6. Donations of 20s. each for twenty thousand marriages. 

7. Allowance of twenty thousand pounds for the funeral expences of 
persons travelling for work, and dying at a distance from their friends. 

8. Ejnployment at all times for the casual poor in the cities of London 
azKl Westminster. 


Second Enukeration 

9. Abolition of the tax on houses and windows. 

10. Allowance of 3s. per week for life to fifteen thousand disbanded 
soldiers, and a proportionable allowance to the officers of the disbanded 
corps. 

11. Encrease of pay to the remaining soldiers of £19,500 annually. 

12. The same allowance to the disbanded navy, and the same increase 
of pay as to the army. 

13. Abolition of the commutation tar , 

14. Plan of a progressive tax, operating to extirpate the unjust and 
unnatural law of primogemture, and the vicious influence of the aristo- 
cratical system. 

There yet re main s, as already stated, one million of surplus taxes. 
Some part of this will be required for circumstances that do not imme- 
(fiately present themselves, and such part as shall not be wanted will 
admit a further reduction of taxes equal to that amount. 

Among the claims that justice requires to be made, the condition of 
the inferior revenue officers will merit attention. It is a reproach to any 
Government to waste such an immensity of revenue in sinecures and 
nominal and unnecessary places and offices, and not allow even a decent 
livelihood to those on whom the labour falls. The salary of the inferior 
officers of the revenue has stood at the petty pittance of less than fifty 
pounds a year for upwards of one hundred years. It ought to be seventy. 
About one hundred and twenty thousand pounds applied to thU purpose 
will put all those salaries in a decent condition. 
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This was proposed to be done almost twenty years ago, but the treasury 
board then in being startled at it, as it might lead to similar expectations 
from the army and navy; and the event was that the King, or some¬ 
body for him, applied to Parliament to have his own salary raised a 
^ hundred thousand a year, which being done, everything else was laid 

aside. 

With respect to another class of men, the inferior clergy, I forbear to 
oilarge on their condition; but all partialities and prejudices for or 
against different modes and forms of religion aside, common justice will 
[ determine whether there ought to be an income of twenty or thirty pounds 

a year to one man and of ten thousand to another. I speak on this subject 
with the more freedom because I am known not to be a Presbyterian; and 
I therefore the cant cry of court sycophants about Church and meeting, 

I kept up to amuse and bewilder the Nation, cannot be raised against me. 

Ye simple men, on both sides of the question, do ye not see through 
this courtly craft? If ye can be kept disputing and wrangling about 
Church and meeting, ye just answer the purpose of every courtier, who 
lives the while on the spoil of the taxes, and laughs at your credulity. 
Every religion is good that teaches man to be good; and I know of none 
that instructs him to be bad. 

An the before-mentioned calculations, suppose only sixteen millions 
and a half of taxes paid into the exchequer, after the expence of collection 
and drawbacks at the custom house and excise office are deducted; 
whereas the sum paid into the exchequer, is very nearly, if not quite, 
seventeen millions. The taxes raised in Scotland and Ireland are expended 
in those countries, and therefore their savings will come out of their own 
taxes; but if any part be paid intii^the English exchequer it might be re¬ 
mitted. This will not make one hundred thousand pounds a year differ¬ 
ence. 

There now remains only the national debt to be considered. In the 
year 1789 the interest, exclusive of the tontine, was £9,150,138. How 
much the capital has been reduced since that time the minister best 
knows. But after paying the interest, abolishing the tax on houses and 
windows, the commutation tax, and the poor rates, and making all the 
provisions for the poor, for the education of children, the suppwrt of the 
aged, the disbanded part of the army and navy, and encreasing the pay 
of the remainder, there will be a surplus of one million. 

The present scheme of paying off the national debt appears to me, 
speaking as an indifferent person, to be an Hi-concerted, if not a fallacious 
job. The burden of the national debt consists not in its being so many 
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millions, or so many hundred millions, but in the quantity of taxes col¬ 
lected every year to pay the interest. If this quantity continue the same, 
the burden of the national debt is the same to all intents and purposes, 
be the capital more or less. The only knowledge which the public can 
have of the reduction of the debt, must be through the reduction of 
taxes for paying the interest. The debt, therefore, is not reduced one 
farthing to the public by all the millions that have been paid; and it would 
require more money now to purchase up the capital than when the scheme 
began. 

Digressing for a moment at this point, to which I shall return again, I 
look back to the appointment of Mr. Pitt as minister. 

I was then in America. The war was over; and though resentment 
had ceased, memory was still alive. 

When the news of the coalition arrived, though it was a matter of no 
concern to me as a citizen of America, I felt it as a man. It had something 
in it which shocked, by publicly sporting with decency, if not with prin¬ 
ciple. It was impudence in Lord North; it was want of firmness in Mr. 
Fox. 

Mr. Pitt was, at that time, what may be called a maiden character in 
politics. So far from being hackneyed, he appeared not to be initiated into 
the first mysteries of Court intrigue. Everything was in his favour. 
Resentment against the coalition served as friendship to him, and his 
ignorance of vice was credited for virtue. With the return of peace, 
commerce and prosperity would rise of itself; yet even this encrease was 
thrown to his account. 

When he came to the helm the storm was over, and he had nothing 
to interrupt his course. It required even ingenuity to be wrong, and he 
succeeded. A little time shewed him the same sort of man as his predeces¬ 
sors had been. Instead of profiting by those errors which had accumulated 
a burden of taxes unparalleled in the world, he sought, I might almost 
say he advertised, for enemies, and provoked means to encrease taxation. 
Aiming at something, he knew not what, he ransacked Europe and India 
for adventures, and abandoning the fair pretensions he began with, be¬ 
came the knight-errant of modem times. 

It is unpleasant to see character throw itself away. It is more so to 
see one’s sdf deceived. Mr. Pitt had merited nothing, but he promised 
much. He gave symptoms of a mind superior to the meanness and cor¬ 
ruption of Courts. His apparent candour encouraged expectations; and 
the public confidence, stunned, wearied, and confounded by a chaos of 
parties, revived aod attached itself to him. But mistaking, as he has done, 
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the disgust of the Nation against the coalition, for merit in himself, he has 
rushed into measures which a man less supported would not have pre¬ 
sumed to act. 

All this seems to shew that change of ministers anwunts to nothing. 
One goes out, another comes in, and still the same measures, vices, and 
extravagnce are pursued. It signifies not who is minister. The defect lies 
in the system. The foundation and the sup)erstructure of the Govern¬ 
ment are bad. Prop it as you please, it continually sinks into Court Gov¬ 
ernment, and ever will. 

I return, as I promised, to the subject of the national debt—that off¬ 
spring of the Dutch-Anglo Revolution, and its handmaid the Hanover 
succession. 

But it is now too late to enquire how it began. Those to whom it is due 
have advanced the money; and whether it was well or ill spent, or pock¬ 
eted, is not their crime. It is, however, easy to see, that as the Nation 
proceeds in contemplating the nature and principles of Government, and 
to understand taxes, and make comparisons between those of America, 
France, and England, it will be next to impossible to keep it in the same 
torpid state it has hitherto been. Some reform must, from the necessity 
of the case, soon begin. It is not whether these principles press with little 
or much force in the present moment. They are out. They arc abroad in 
the world, and no force can stop them. Like a secret told, they are beyond 
recall; and he must be blind indeed that does not see that a change is 
already beginning. 

Nine million of dead taxes is a serious thing; and this not only for 
bad, but in a great measure for foreign Government. By putting the power 
of making war into the hands of foreigners who came for what they could 
get, little else was to be expected than what has happened. 

Reasons are already advanced in this work shewing that whatever 
the reforms in the taxes may be, they ought to be made in the current 
cxpences of Government, and not in the part applied to the interest of the 
national debt By remitting the taxes of the poor, they wfll be totafly 
relieved, and all discontent on their part will be taken away; and by 
striking off such of the taxes as are already mentioned the Nation will 
more than recover the whole expence of the mad .American War. 

There will then remain only the national debt as a subject of discon¬ 
tent; and in order to remove, or rather to prevent this, it would be good 
policy in the stockholders themselves to consider it as f)roperty, subject, 
like all other property, to bear some portion of the taxes. It would give 
to it both popularity and security, and as a great part of its present incon- 
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venience is balanced by the capital which it keeps alive, a measure of 
this kind would so far add to that balance as to silence objections. 

This may be done by such gradual means as to accomplish all that is 
necessary with the greatest ease and convenience. 

Instead of taxing the capital the best method would be to tax the in¬ 
terest by some progressive ratio, and to lessen the public taxes in the same 
proportion as the interest diminished. 

Suppose the interest was taxed one halfpenny in the pound the first 
year, a penny more the second, and to proceed by a certain ratio to be de¬ 
termined upon, alwa3^ less than any other tax upon property. Such a tax 
would be subtracted from the interest at the time of payment without any 
expence of collection. 

One halfpenny in the pound would lessen the interest, and conse¬ 
quently the taxes, twenty thousand pounds. The tax on waggons amounts 
to this sum, and this tax might be taken off the first year. The second year 
the tax on female servants, or some other of the like amount, might also 
be taken off, and by proceeding in this manner, always applying the tax 
raised from the property of the debt towards its extinction, and not carry 
it to the current services, it would liberate itself. 

The stockholders, notwithstanding this tax, would pay less taxes than 
they do now. What they would save by the extinction of the poor-rates, 
and the tax on houses and windows, and the commutation tax, would be 
considerably greater than what this tax, slow but certain in its operation, 
amounts to. 

It appears to me to be prudence to look out for measures that may ap¬ 
ply under any circumstances that may approach. There is, at this mo¬ 
ment, a crisis in the affairs of Europe that requires it. Preparation now 
is wisdom. If taxation be once let loose it will be difficult to reinstate it; 
neither would the relief be so effectual as to proceed by some certain and 
gradual reduction. 

The fraud, hypocrisy, and imposition of Governments, are now begin¬ 
ning to be too well understood to promise them any long career. The farce 
of Monarchy and Aristocracy in ail countries is following that of chivalry, 
and Mr. Burke is dressing for the funeral. Let it then pass quietly to the 
tomb of all other follies, and the mourners be comforted. 

The time is not very distant when England will laugh at itself for send¬ 
ing to Holland, Hanover, Zell, or Brunswick, for men, at the expence of 
a million a year, who understood neither her laws, her language, nor her 
interest, and whose capadties would scarcely have fitted them for the 
office of a parish constable. If Government could be trusted to such hands. 
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it must be some easy and simple thing indeed, and materials fit for all the 
purposes may be found in every town and village in England. 

When it shall be said in any country in the world my poor are happy; 
neither ignorance nor distress is to be found among them; my jails are 
empty of prisoners, my streets of beggars; the aged are not in want; the 
taxes are not oppressive; the rational world is my friend, because I am 
the friend of its happiness: When these things can be said, then may that 
country boast its Constitution and its Government. 

Within the ^3ace of a few years we have seen two Revolutions, those 
of America and France. In the former the contest was long, and the con¬ 
flict severe; in the latter the Nation acted with such a consolidated im¬ 
pulse, that, having no foreign enemy to contend with, the Revolution 
was complete in power the moment it appeared. From both those in¬ 
stances it is evident that the greatest forces than can be brought into the 
field of Revolutions are reason and common interest. Where these can 
have the opportunity of acting opposition dies with fear, or crumbles 
away by conviction. It is a great standing which they have now univer¬ 
sally obtained; and we may hereafter hope to see Revolutions, or changes 
in Governments, produced with the same quiet operation, by which any 
measure, determinable by reason and discussion, is accomplished. 

When a Nation changes its opinion and habits of thinking it is no 
longer to be governed as before; but it would not only be wrong, but bad 
policy, to attempt by force what ought to be accomplished by reason. 
Rebellion consists in forcibly opposing the general will of a Nation, 
whether by a party or by a Government, There ought, therefore, to be in 
every Nation a method of occasionally ascertaining the state of public 
opinion with respect to Government. On this point the old Government 
of France was superior to the present Government of England, because, 
on extraordinary occasions, recourse could be had to what was then called 
the States-General. But in England there are no such occasional bodies; 
and as to those who are now called representatives, a great part of them 
are mere machines of the Court, placemen, and dependents. 

I presume that though all the people of England pay taxes, not an 
hundredth part of them are electors, and the members of one of the 
Houses of Parliament represent nobody but themselves. There is, there¬ 
fore, no power but the voluntary will of the people that has a right to act 
in any matter re^>ecting a general reform; and by the same right that 
two persons can confer on such a subject, a thousand may. The object in 
all such preliminary proceedings, is to find out what the general sense of 
a Nation is and to be governed by it. If it prefer a bad or defective Gov- 
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ernment to a reform, or chuse to pay ten times more taxes than there is 
occasion for, it has a right so to do: and so long as the majority do not 
impose conditions on the minority, different from what they impose on 
themselves, though there may be much error, there is no injustice. Neither 
will the error continue long. Reason and discussion will soon bring things 
right, however wrong they may begin. By such a process no tumult is to 
be apprehended. The poor in all countries are naturally both peaceable 
and grateful in all reforms in which their interest and happiness is in¬ 
cluded. It b only by neglecting and rejecting them that they become 
tumultuous. 

The objects that now press on the public attention are the French Rev¬ 
olution, and the prospect of a general Revolution in Governments. Of all 
Nations in Europe there b none so much interested in the French Revo¬ 
lution as England. Enemies for ages, and that at a vast expencc, and 
without any rational object, the opportunity now presents itself of amica¬ 
bly closing the scene, and joining their efforts to reform the rest of 
Europe. By doing thb they will not only prevent the further effusion of 
blood and encrease of taxes, but be in a condition of getting rid of a con¬ 
siderable part of their present burdens, as has been already stated. Long 
experience, however, has shown that reforms of thb kind are not those 
which old Governments wbh to promote; and therefore it b to Nations, 
and not to such Governments, that these matters present themselves. 

In the preceding part of thb work I have spoken of an alliance be¬ 
tween England, France and America, for purposes that were to be after¬ 
wards mentioned. Though I have no direct authority on the part of Amer¬ 
ica I have good reason to conclude that she b disposed to enter into a 
consideration of such a measure, provided that the Governments with 
which she might ally acted as national Governments, and not as Courts 
enveloped in intrigue and m)rstery. That France as a Nation, and a 
national Government, would prefer an alliance with England, b a matter 
of certainty. Nations, like individuab, who have long been enemies with¬ 
out knowing each other, or knowing why, become the better friends when 
they discover the errors and impositions under which they had acted. 

Admitting, therefore, the probability of such a connection, I will state 
some matters by which such an alliance, together with that of Holland, 
might render service, not only to the parties immediately concerned, but 
to all Europe. 

It b, I think, certain, that if the fleets of England, France and Hol¬ 
land were confederated they could propose, with effect, a limitation to, 
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and a general dismantling of, all the navies in Europe, to a certain pro¬ 
portion to be agreed upon. 

First, That no new ship of war shall be built by any power in Europe, 
themselves included. 

Secondly, That all the navies now in existence shall be put back, sup¬ 
pose to one-tenth of their present force. This will save to France and 
England at least two millions sterling annually to each, and their rela¬ 
tive force be in the same proportion as it is now. If men will permit them¬ 
selves to think, as rational beings ought to think, nothing can appear 
more ridiculous and absurd, exclusive of all moral reflections, than to be 
at the expence of building navies, filling them with men, and then haul¬ 
ing them into the ocean, to try which can sink each other fastest. Peace, 
which costs nothing, is attended with infinitely more advantage than any 
victory with all its expence. But this, though it best answers the purpoM 
of Nations, does not that of Court Governments, whose habited policy is 
pretence for taxation, places and offices. 

It is, I think, also certain, that the above confederated powers, together 
with tLt of the United SUtes of America, can propose with effect, to 
Spain, the independence of South America, and the opening those coun¬ 
tries of immense extent and wealth to the general commerce of the world, 
as North America now is. 

With how much more glory and advantage to itself does a Nation act 
when it exerts its p)owers to rescue the world from bondage and to create 
itself friends, than when it employs those powers to encrease ruin, deso- 
lation and misery. The horrid scene that is now acUng by the English 
Government in the East Indies, is fit only to be told of Goths and Van¬ 
dals, who, destitute of principle, robbed and tortured the world they were 

incapable of enjo)dng. c u r 

The opening of South America would produce an immense field ot 

commerce, and a ready money market for manufactures, which the 
eastern world does. not. The east is already a country full of manufac¬ 
tures the importation of which is not only an injury to the manufactures 
of England, but a drain upon its specie. The balance against England 
by this trade is regularly upwards of half a mUlion annually sent out m 
the East India ships in sUver; and this is the reason, together with Ger¬ 
man intrigue and German subsidies, there is so Uttle sUver in England. 

But any war is harvest to such Governments, however ruinous it may 
be to a nation. It serves to keep up deceitful expectations, which prevent 
a people looking into the defects and abuses of Government. It is the 
lo herd and the lo there/ that amuses and cheats the multitude. 
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Never did so great an opportunity offer itself to England, and to all 
Europe, as is produced by the two Revolutions of America and France. 
By the former, freedom has a national champion in the western world; 
and by the latter, in Europe. When another Nation shall join France, 
despotism and bad Government will scarcely dare to appear. To use a 
trite expression, the iron is becoming hot all over Europe. The insulted 
German and the enslaved Spaniard, the Russ and the Pole, are beginning 
to think. The present age wOl hereafter merit to be called the Age of 
Reason, and the present generation will appear to the future as the Adam 
of a new world. 

When all the Governments of Europe shall be established on the repre¬ 
sentative system. Nations will become acquainted, and the animosities 
and the prejudices fomented by the intrigue and artifice of Courts will 
cease. The oppressed soldier will become a freeman; and the tortured 
sailor, no longer dragged along the streets like a felon, will pursue his mer¬ 
cantile voyage in safety. It would be better that Nations should continue 
the pay of their soldiers during their lives, and give them their discharge, 
and restore them to freedom and their friends, and cease recruiting, than 
retain such multitudes at the same expence in a condition useless to soci¬ 
ety and themselves. As soldiers have hitherto been treated in most coun¬ 
tries they might be said to be without a friend. Shunned by the citizens 
on an apprehension of being enemies to liberty, and too often insulted by 
those who commanded them, their condition was a double oppression. 
But where general principles of liberty p>er\'ade a p>eop]e everything is 
restored to order; and the soldier, civilly treated, returns the civility. 

In contemplating Revolutions, it is easy to perceive that they may 
arise from two distinct causes; the one, to avoid or get rid of some great 
calamity; the other, to obtain some great and positive good; and the two 
may be distinguished by the names of active and passive Revolutions. 
In those which proceed from the former cause, the temper becomes in¬ 
censed and soured; and the redress, obtained by danger, is too often sul¬ 
lied by revenge. But in those which proceed from the latter, the heart, 
rather animated than agitated, enters serenely upon the subject. Reason 
and discussion, persuasion and conviction, become the weapons in the 
contest, and it is only when those are attempted to be suppressed that 
recourse is had to violence. When men unite in agreeing that a thing is 
good, could it be obtained, such as relief from a burden of taxes and the 
extinction of corruption, the object is more than half accomplished. What 
they approve as the end they will promote in the means. 

Will any man say, in the present excess of taxation, falling so heavily 
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on the poor, that a remission of five pounds annually of taxes to one 
hundred and four thousand poor families is not a good thmg? Will he 
say that a remission of seven pounds annually to one hundred thousand 
other poor families, of eight pounds annually to another hundred thou¬ 
sand poor families, and of ten pounds annually to fifty thousand poor 
and widowed famUies, are not good things? And to proceed a step farther 
in this climax, wiU he say that to provide against the misfortunes to which 
all human life is subject, by securing six pounds annually for aU poor, 
distressed, and reduced persons of the age of fifty and until sixty, and 
of ten pounds annually after sixty, is not a good lldng? 

WiU he say that an aboUtion of two miUion of poor-rates to the house¬ 
keepers and of the whole of the house and window light tax, and of the 
commurntion tax, is not a good thing? Or wiU he say that to aboUsh cor¬ 


ruption is a bad thing? . i 

If therefore, the good to be obtained be worthy of a passive, rational, 

and ’costless Revolution, it would be bad poUcy to prefer waiting for a 
calamity that should force a violent one. I have no idea, considering the 
reforms which are now passing and spreading throughout Europe, that 
England wiU permit herself to be the last; and where the occasion and 
the opportunity quieUy offer, it is better than to wait for a turbulen 
necessity It may be considered as an honour to the animal faculUes o 
man to obtain redress by courage and danger, but it is far greater honour 
to the rational faculties to accomplish the same object by reason, accom¬ 
modation, and general consent. 

As Reforms, or Revolutions, call them which you ple^, extmd them 
selves among Nations, those Nations wiU form connecUons ^ convm- 
tions, and when a few are thus confederated, the Progr^wil r^^, 
tfll despotism and corrupt Government be totaUy 
of two quarters of the world, Europe and Amenca. The Algenne pu^ 
may thra be commanded to cease, for it is only by the mahcious policy 
of old Governments, against each other, that it exists. 

Throughout this work, various and numerous as the subjects are, which 
I have taken up and investigated, there is only a smgle paragraph u^ 
reUgion, vi 2 . “Ssct every religion is good, that 

I^have carefuUy avoided to enlarge upon the subject, becau^ I am 
incUned to believe, that what is caUed the present Ministry to s^ 
^Soi about ’religion kept up, to prevent the Nation 
tention to subjects of Govemm^t. It is, as if they were to say. Look 

'""BuTi rTlSTje^i^'^i^rly made a poUtical machine, and the 
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reality of it is thereby destroyed, I will conclude this work with stating in 
what light religion appears to me. 

If we suppose a large family of children, who, on any particular day, or 
p>articular circumstance, made it a custom to present to their parent some 
token of their affection and gratitude, each of them would make a differ¬ 
ent offering, and most probably in a different manner. Some would pay 
their congratulations in themes of verse or prose; some by little devices, 
as their genius dictated, or according to what they thought would please; 
and, perhaps the least of all, not able to do any of those things, would 
ramble into the garden, or the field, and gather what it thought the pret¬ 
tiest flower it could find, though perhaps it might be but a simple weed. 
The parent would be more gratified by such variety than if the whole of 
them had acted on a concerted plan, and each had made exactly the same 
offering. This would have the cold appearance of contrivance, or the 
harsh one of controul. But of all unwelcome things nothing could more 
afflict the parent than to know that the whole of them had afterwards 
gotten together by the ears, boys and girls fighting, scratching, reviling, 
and abusing each other about which was the best or the worst present. 

Why may we not suppose that the great Father of all is pleased with 
variety of devotion? and that the greatest offence we can act is that by 
which we sedc to torment and render each other miserable? For my own 
part I am fully satisfied that what I am now doing, with an endeavour 
to conciliate mankind, to render their condition happy, to unite Nations 
that have hitherto been enemies, and to extirpate the horrid practice of 
war, and break the chains of slavery and oppression, is acceptable in his 
sight; and being the best service I can perform I act it cheerfully. 

I do not believe that any two men, on what are called doctrinal points, 
think alike, who think at all. It is only those who have not thought that 
appear to agree. It is in this case as with what is called the British Con¬ 
stitution. It has been taken for granted to be good, and encomiums have 
supplied the place of proof. But when the Nation comes to examine into 
its principles and the abuses it admits, it will be found to have more de¬ 
fects than I have pointed out in this work and the former. 

As to what are called national religions, we may with as much propriety 
talk of national Gods. It is either political craft or the remains of the 
Pagan system, when every Nation had its separate and particular deity. 
Among all the writers of the Elnglish Church clergy, who have treated 
on the general subject of religion, the present Bishop of Llandaff has not 
been excelled: and it is with much pleasure that I take the opportunity 
of expressing this token of respect. 
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I have now gone through the whole of the subject, at least as far as it 
appears to me at present. It has been my intention for the five years I 
have been in Europe to offer an address to the people of England on the 
subject of Government, if the opportunity presented itself, before I re¬ 
turned to America. Mr. Burke has thrown it in my way and I thank him. 
On a certain occasion, three years ago, I pressed him to propose a na¬ 
tional convention, to be fairly elected, for the purpose of taking the state 
of the Nation into consideration; but I found that however strongly the 
parliamentary current was then setting against the party he acted with, 
their policy was to keep everything within that field of corruption, and 
trust to accidents. Long experience had shewn that Parliaments would 
follow any change of ministers, and on this they rested their hopes and 


expectations. 

Formerly, when divisions arose respecting Governments, rwourse was 
had to the sword, and a civil war ensued. That savage custom is expMw 
by the new system; and reference b had to national conventions. Dis¬ 
cussion and the general will arbitrate the question, and to this pr^te 
opinion yields with a good grace, and order is preserved umnten^ted 

Some genUemen have affected to call the principles upon which this 
work and the former part of the Rights of Man are found^ a new tan¬ 
gled doctrine.” The quesUon is not whether those prinaples ^e new or 
old, but whether they are right or wrong. Suppose the former, I will shew 

their effect by a figure easily understood. , . • 

It is now towards the middle of February. Were I to take a turn mto 
the country the trees would present a leafless winterty appearance. ^ 
people are apt to pluck twigs as they walk along, I perhaps might do the 
same, and by chance might observe that a single bud on that tw.g had 
begun to sweU. I should reason very unnaturaUy, or rather not reason 
at all to suppose this was the only bud in England which had this appear¬ 
ance. Instead of deciding thus, I should instantly conclude ^ 

appearance was beginning, or about to begin, everywhere; ^o^ 

thrvegetable sleep will continue longer on sorne trees ‘ 

on others, and though some of them may not blo^om 
years all will be in leaf in the summer, except those which are rotten. 
What pace the poliUcal summer may keep with the natural, 
foresight can determine. It is, however, not difficult to perceive that t 
^Sg b begun. Thus wbhing, as I sincerely do. freedom and happmess 
to all NaUons, I close the Second Part. 
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Appendix 

As THE publication of this work has been delayed beyond the time in¬ 
tended, I think it not improper, all circumstances considered, to state the 
causes that have occasioned the delay. 

The reader will probably observe, that some parts in the plan con¬ 
tained in this woi^ for reducing the taxes, and certain parts in Mr. Pitt’s 
speech at the opening of the present session, Tuesday, January 31, are so 
much alike, as to induce a behef, that either the Author had taken the 
hint from Mr. Pitt, or Mr. Pitt from the Author.—I will first point out 
the parts that are similar, and then state such circumstances as I am 
acquainted with, leaving the reader to make his own conclusion. 

Considering it almost an unprecedented case, that taxes should be 
proposed to be taken off, it is equally as extraordinary that such a meas¬ 
ure should occur to two persons at the same time; and still more so (con¬ 
sidering the vast variety and multiplicity of taxes), that they should hit 
on the same ^^ecific taxes. Mr. Pitt has mentioned, in his speech, the 
tax on Carts and Waggons —^that on Female Servants —the lowering the 
tax on Candles, and the taking off the tax of three shillings on Houses 
having under seven windows. 

Every one of those specific taxes are a part of the plan contained in 
this work, and proposed also to be taken off. Mr. Pitt’s plan, it is true, 
goes no farther than to a reduction of three hundred and twenty thousand 
pounds; and the reduction proposed in this work to nearly six millions. 

I have made my calculations on only sixteen millions and a half of reve¬ 
nue, still asserting that it was “very nearly, if not quite, seventeen mil¬ 
lions.'’ Mr. Pitt states it at 16,690,000.1 know enough of the matter to 
say, that he has not ooer-stated it. Having thus given the particulars, 
which correspond in this work and his speech, I will state a chain of cir¬ 
cumstances that may lead to some explanation. 

The first hint for lessening the taxes, and that as a consequence flowing 
from the French Revolution, is to be found in the Address and Declara¬ 
tion of the Gentlemen who met at the Thatched-House Tavern, August 
20, 1791. Among many other particulars stated in that Address, is the 
following, put as an interrogation to the Government opposers of the 
French Revolution. ^Are they sorry that the pretence, for new oppressive 
taxes, and the occasion jor continuing many old taxes will be at an end?** 

It is well known, that the persons who chiefly frequent the Thatched- 
House Tavern, are men of Court connections, and so much did they take 
this Address and Declaration respecting the French Revolution and the 
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reduction of tar« in disgust, that the Landlord was under the necessity 
of informing the Gentlemen, who composed the meeting of the twentieth 
of August, and who proposed holding another meeting, that he could not 
receive them. 

What was only hinted at in the Address and Declaration, respecting 
»gvp<5 and principles of Government, will be found reduced to a regular 
system in this work. But as Mr. Pitt’s speech contains some of the same 
thin gc respecting taxes, I now come to give the circumstances before al¬ 
luded to. 

The case is: This work was intended to be published just before the 
meeting of Parliament, and for that purpose a considerable part of the 
copy was put into the printer’s hands in September, and all the remain¬ 
ing copy, as far as page 273, which contains the parts to which Mr. PiU’s 
speech is similar, was given to him full six weeks before the meeting of 
Parliament, and he was informed of the time at which it was to appear. 
He had composed nearly the whole about a fortnight before the time of 
Parliament meeting, and had printed as far as page 241, and h^ given 
me a proof of the next sheet, up to page 251. It was then in sufficient for¬ 
wardness to be out at the time proposed, as two other sheets were ready 
for striking off. I had before told him, that if he thought he should be 
straitened for time, I would get part of the work done at another press, 
which he desired me not to do. In this manner, the work stood on the 
Tuesday fortnight preceding the meeting of Parliament, when all at oi^, 
without any previous intimation, though I had been with him the evemng 
before, he sent me, by one of his workmen, all the remaining copy, from 
page 241, declining to go on with the work on any consideration. 

To accoimt for this extraordinary conduct I was totally at a loss, as 
he stopped at the part where the arguments on systems ^ principles of 
Government closed, and where the plan for the reduction of taxes, the 
education of children, and the support of the poor Md the a^ begins; 
and still more especially, as he had, at the time of his beginning to print, 
and before he had seen the whole copy, offered a thousand pounds for the 
copy-right, together with the future copy-right of the former part of t^ 
Rights of Man. I told the person who brought me this offer that I should 
not accept it, and wished it not to be renewed, giving him as my reason, 
that though I believed the printer to be an honest man, I would never put 
it in the power of any printer or publisher to ^ppress or alter a work of 
mine, by making him master of the copy, or give to him the right of sell¬ 
ing it to any minister, or to any other person, or to tr^t ^ a mere matter 
of traffic that which I intended should operate as a principle. 
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His refusal to complete the work (which he could not purchase) 
obliged me to seek for another printer, and this of consequence would 
throw the publication back till after the meeting of Parliament, otherways 
it would have appeared that Mr. Pitt had only taken up a part of the plan 
which I had more fully stated. 

Whether that gentleman, or any other, had seen the work, or any part 
of it, is more than I have authority to say. But the manner in which the 
work was returned, and the particular time at which this was done, and 
that after the offers he had made, are suspicious circumstances. I know 
what the opinion of booksellers and pubUshers is upon such a case, but 
as to my own opinion, I chuse to make no declaration. There are many 
ways by which j>roof sheets may be procured by other persons before a 
work publicly appear; to which I shall add another circumstance, which 
is, 

A ministerial bookseller in Piccadilly who had been employed, as com¬ 
mon report says, by a clerk of one of the boards closely connected with 
the Ministry (the Board of Trade and Plantation of which Hawksbury 
is president) to publish what he calls my Life (I wish that his own life 
and the lives of all the Cabinet were as good), used to have his books 
printed at the same printing-ofike that I employed; but when the former 
part of Rights of Man came out, he took his work away in dudgeon; and 
about a week or ten days before the printer returned my copy, he came 
to make him an offer of his work again, which was accepted. This would 
consequently give him admission into the printing-office where the sheets 
of this work were then lying; and as booksellers and printers are free with 
each other, he would have the opportunity of seeing what was going on.— 
Be the case, however, as it may, Mr. Pitt’s plan, little and diminutive as 
it is, would have had a very awkward appearance, had this work appeared 
at the time the printer had engaged to finish it. 

I have now stated the particulars which occasioned the delay, from 
the proposal to purchase, to the refusal to print. If all the Gentlemen are 
innocent, it is very unfortunate for them that such a variety of suspicious 
circumstances should, without any design, arrange themselves together. 

Having now finished this part, I will conclude with stating another cir¬ 
cumstance. 

About a fortnight or three weeks before the meeting of Parliament, 
a small addition, amounting to about twelve shillings and six pence a 
year, was made to the pay of the soldiers, or rather, their pay was docked 
so much less. Some Gentlemen who knew, in part, that this work would 
contain a plan of reforms respecting the oppressed condition of soldiers. 
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wished me to add a note to the work, signifying, that the part upon that 
subject had been in the printer’s hands some weeks before that addition 
of pav was proposed. I declined doing this, lest it should be interpreted 
into an air of vanity, or an endeavour to excite suspicion (for whidi, 
perhaps, there might be no grounds) that some of the Government gen¬ 
tlemen, had, by some means or other, made out what this work would 
contain: and had not the printing been interrupted so as to occaskm a 
delay beyond the time fixed for publication, nothing contained in this 
appendix would have appeared. 


THOMAS PAINE. 




FOUR 


The <iAge of T(m5on 


N ORtHEH to understand the circumstances that produced The 



Age of Reason, we must know something of the events that led 


J| up to the writing of it. When Paine fled from England, he did 
not, for the time at least, abandon h<^ in the situation he left be¬ 
hind him. The revolution in England had failed, but the French 
Revolution was then in the first sweep of its yoimg glory; France 
was the strongest, the most pc^ulous of the western European na¬ 
tions. A democratic France, united and firm in its stand against 
tyranny, could rally every revolutionary element in EUirope. so 
thought Paine, and Paine also was certain the young American 
Republic across the sea would join hands firmly with France. 

He landed in France at the port of Calais, and the people of 
ralaig made him a deputy to the National Convention. At the Con¬ 
vention, he was one of the committee who framed the new French 
Constitution. But his day of glory in France was short lived. He 
tried to superimpose on France the pattern of the American Rev^ 
lution. He fell in with the party of Condorcet, and he mistook their 
reacUonary stand for an enlightened program; his lack of knowl¬ 
edge of the French language abetted his misunderstanding. He was 
growing old: change—yes, he still beUeved in change, but orderly 
change. He was against the execution of the king; in such a situa¬ 
tion, his American comrades would not have executed the king. He 
could not clearly see the difference between a united, comparatively 
isolated America and a disunited France surrounded by enemies. 

At the same time, his hope in a real working alhance between 
France and America began to fade. It is one of history’s great trag- 
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edies that the anti-democratic Federalist movement of Hamilton 
John Adams should have gained control of America s first two 
administrations, and in so doing destroyed our solid friendship with 
France. Blow after blow was now falling upon Paine. He lost his 
influence in the Convention. Revolutionary France moved ahead of 
him. Unlike others in the Condorcet faction, he never betrayed any 
interest of France—indeed, he was incapable of ever betraying the 
people’s interest—but he found himself left behind, alone, in a 
sense forsaken. Gouvemeur Morris, the Federalist minister to 
France, plotted against the French Republic, and Paine, in efforts 
to expose him, earned his undying enmity. 

When Robespierre and his party came into power, Paine was al¬ 
most ready to accept his exclusion from the revolutionary current. 
It came to him finally that he would not move Europe as he had 
moved America, that he could not rally the people of France behind 
him, as he had once rallied the American farmers and artisans. He 
retired to a farmhouse on the outskirts of Paris, and there he sat 
down to write the one book he considered might still have influence 
and importance. 

In France, Paine had felt a trend toward atheism. So long had 
the established church been in league with the aristocracy, with all 
the forces of t3Tanny, that the reaction against it produced a reac¬ 
tion against every form of religion. To Paine, a deeply religious 
man, this was nothing less than a tragedy. Religion, he felt, could 
be as reasonable and as much a friend of society as any other social 
force. 

So, in 1893 , he wrote a book, setting down his religious beliefs, 
setting down a pattern of reasonable religion for all men. This book 
was called The Age of Reason. Hardly had Paine completed the 
manuscript, when Robespierre’s agents came with orders for his 
arrest. 

In this world, where reason is at such a premium, the unreason¬ 
able should not be hard to accept: that is the only premise upon 
which to imderstand how the author of so deeply religious a book as 
The Age of Reason was condemned as an atheist on the basis of 
that very book. Too many people accept without inquiring. Among 
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the common people of Great Britain, there were a comparatively 
few thousand who had read Rights of Man. Those knew Paine for 
their friend, for the friend of all mankind, for a good man and a 
hero. But many thousand more were fed the foul lies circulated by 
the anti-democrats about Paine, and those, who should have adored 
him, vilified him, becoming so much more the tools of their masters. 
Those people were ripe and ready to believe an)rthing of Paine s 
new book; none of them read it ,—The Age of Reason had not 
nearly as large a reading audience as Paine s previous work but 
all of them accepted the statement that Paine had denounced and 
attempted to dethrone God. So it came about that in England, this 
great, good Englishman, was depicted with horns, w^ the butt of 
smutty sayings and foul rhymes, so readily do certain self-styled 
pious advocates turn to filth to enshrine their deity. 

And in America, the reaction was even more bitter. T^e book ap¬ 
peared more than a decade after the revolution. The rising Federal¬ 
ist power attacked any and aU patriots who would not play into the 
hands of the anti-democrats. 

Of course, hardly anyone read it in America either; but smee 
when has knowledge been a criterion for slander? You may ask, 
did they forget in so short a time? Paine’s comrades never forgot, 
but they were so few! The country had grown, and even during the 
revolution, dvfi war had divided the nation. Paine had his enemies; 
he was a bad poliUcian and not a man for compromise. He was at¬ 
tacked from the pulpit, on the streets, at meetings, in the news¬ 
papers and magazines-and this while he was still m France. 


How was it that a book could be so completely mkinterpreted? 
Well, for one thing, it presented a degree of opposition to ^e or¬ 
ganized church; it called for complete and unequivocal freedom of 
religion and demanded that there be no middleman a Pf* 

son and his God. It also criticized the Bible and the method w ere y 
the Bible was interpreted. It was a deistic work, and it took the no^ 
so-strange attitude that one serves God best who serv^ his feUow 
man. But anti-religious it was not, and certaiidy not atheistic 
The crux of the matter was this; at that Ume, atheism was not 
nearly the menace to the established church that deism was. Athe- 
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ism has very little appeal to a church-raised man; deism has a great 
deal more. Reason was the main overtone of all eighteenth century 
revolutionary movements, and the ideological appeal was to the 
natural rights of all men. If all men were created equal in the sight 
of the natural laws of man, then could it not be that they were also 
created equal in the sight of God? And could it not be that God 
would judge them solely by their social behavior and not by their 
churchly demeanor? That was like a knife-edge cutting at the 
church, and combined with the humanistic theories of the goodness 
of man, taking hold at the time, it presented no inconsiderable 
menace to organized religion. Remember that then the “funda¬ 
mentalist" quality in the church was far more powerful than today. 

Undoubtedly, Paine’s prime motive in writing The Age oj Reason 
was to give the opponents of atheism firm ground on which to stand. 
From his point of view, love of one’s fellow man and love of G^ 
were incontestably one. If the broad revolutionary movement, with 
which he had so closely identified himself, abandoned God, then 
would it not abandon man? Yet he could make out no case for the 
God of organized religion; he had to find a new conception of God, 
a broad and wise conception wherein there was only wisdom and 
lore—and that God, as Paine saw it, was as broad as all things and 
an hope. That is the God he wrote about in his book; and whether 
be was ri^t or wrong, the sincerity of his viewpoint must be recog¬ 
nized. The bugaboo that he was an atheist should be laid to rest, 
once and for all. 

Paine finished The Age of Reason only in time to pass it on to a 
friend before he was marched off to jail by order of Robespierre. 
For long and weary months, Paine languished in prison, watching 
the long parade of victims go to their deaths under the Terror. 
Again and again, he suspected that he would be next—but ^ 
government fell and Paine still lived. Then, through the intercessi<» 
of James Monroe, the new ambassador to France, Paine was re¬ 
leased, a tired and sick old man. 
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Being an Investigation cht True and Fabuloos THBOtocY 


It has been my intention, for several years past, to publish my thoughts 
upon religion; I am well aware of the difiBcnlties that attend the subject, 
and, from that consideration, had reserved it to a more advanced period 
of fife. I intended it to be the last offering I should make to my fellow 
r jfiTfmK of all nations, and that at a time when the purity of the motive 
that induced me to it, could not admit of a question, even by those who 
might disapprove the work. 

The circumstance that has now taken place in France of the total abo¬ 
lition of the whole national order of priesthood, and of every thing apper¬ 
taining to compulsive systems of religion, and compulsive articles of faith, 
has not only precipitated my intention, but rendo^d a work of this kind 
exceedingly necessary, lest, in the general wreck of superstition, of false 
syGtems of government, and false theology, we lose sight of morality, of 
humanity, and of the theology that is true. 

As several of my colleagues, and others of my fdlow-dtizens of France, 
have given me the example of making their voluntary and individnal p^ 
fession of faith, I also will make mine; and I do this with all sincerity 
and frankness with which the mind of man communicates with itself. 

I believe in one God, and no more; and I hope for h ap p iness beyond 


this fife. 

I believe the equality of man; and I believe that rdigioas duties con- 
sist in doing justice, loving mercy, and endeavouring to make onr fellow 
creatures happy. 

But lest it should be supposed that I beBeve many other thmgs in 
a«4Hi tinn to these, I shall, in the progress of this work, declare the things 

I do not beUeve, and my reasons for not believing them. 

I do not believe in the creed professed by the Jewish dnir^. by the 
Roman church, by the Greek church, by the Turkish church, l^tbe 
Protestant church, nor by any church that I know of. My own mind is 

my own church. . 

AU naUonal institutions of churches, whether Jewish, Christian, « 
Turkish, appear to me no other than human inventions, set up to temfy 
and enslave mankind, and monopolize power and profit. 

I do not mean by this declaraUon to condemn those who believe other¬ 
wise; they have the same right to their belief as I have to mme. But it is 
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ncc6SS3rv to the hs-ppiness of irisri, thst he be nientfllly faithful to hini” 
self. Infidelity does not consist in believing, or in disbelieving; it consists 
in professing to believe what he does not believe. 

It is impossible to calculate the moral mischief, if I may so express it, 
that mental lying has produced in society. When a man has so far cor¬ 
rupted and prostituted the chastity of his mind, as to subscribe his pro¬ 
fessional belief to things he does not believe, he has prepared him^If for 
the commission of every other crime. He takes up the trade of a priest for 
the sake of gain, and, in order to qualify himself for that trade, he begins 
with a perjury. Can we conceive any thing more destructive to morality 
than this? 

Soon after I had published the pamphlet, “Common Sense,” in Amer¬ 
ica, I saw the exceeding probability that a revolution in the system of 
government would be followed by a revolution in the system of religion. 
The adulterous connection of church and state, wherever it had taken 
place, whether Jewish, Christian, or Turkish, had so effectually prohib¬ 
ited, by p)ains and penalties, every discussion upon established creeds, 
and upon first principles of religion, that until the system of government 
should be changed, those subjects could not be brought fairly and openly 
before the world, but that whenever this should be done, a revolution in 
the system of religion would follow. Human inventions and priest-craft 
would be detected; and man would return to the pure, unmixed, and un¬ 
adulterated belief of one God, and no more. 

Every national church or religion has established itself by pretending 
some special mission from God, communicated to certain individuals. 
The Jews have their Moses; the Christians their Jesus Christ, their apos¬ 
tles, and saints; and the Turks their Mahomet, as if the way to God was 
not open to every man alike. 

Each of those churches show certain books, which they call revelation^ 
or the word of God. The Jews say, that their word of God was given by 
God to Moses, face to face; the Christians say, that their word of God 
came by divine inspiration; and the Turks say, that their word of God 
(the Koran) was brought by an angel from Heaven. Each of those 
churches accuse the other of unbelief; and, for my own part, I disbelieve 
them all. 

As it is necessary to affix right ideas to words, I will, before I proceed 
further into the subject, offer some other observations on the word reve¬ 
lation, Revelation when applied to religion, means something communi¬ 
cated immediately from God to man. 

No one will deny or dispute the power of the Almighty to make such 
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a communication, if he pleases. But admitting, for the sake of a case, that 
something has been revealed to a certain person, and not revealed to any 
other person, it is revelation to that person only. When he tells it to a 
second person, a second to a third, a third to a fourth, and so on, it ceases 
to be a revelation to all those persons. It is revelation to the first person 
only, and hearsay to every other, and, consequently, they are not obliged 

to believe it. . i • 

It is a contradiction in terms and ideas, to call any thing a revelation 

that comes to us at second-hand, either verbally or in writmg. Revelation 
is necessarily limited to the first communication—after this, it b only an 
account of something which that person says was a revelation made to 
him; and though he may find himself obliged to beliwe it, it cannot be 
incumbent on me to believe it in the same manner; for it was not a revela- 
Uon made to and I have only his word for it that it was made to him. 

When Moses told the children of Israel that he received the two tables 
of the commandments from the hands of God, they were not obliged to 
believe him, because they had no other authority for it than lus tel ing 
them so; and I have no other authority for it than some historian telUng 
me so. The commandments carry no internal evidence of divmity wito 
them • they contain some good moral precepts, such as any man qualified 
to be a lawgiver, or a legislator, could produce himself, without havmg 

recourse to supernatural intervention. . u k. 

When I am told that the Koran was written m Heaven, and 
to Mahomet by an angel, the account comes too n^ the 
hearsay evidence and second-hand authority as the former. I did not see 
the angel myself, and, therefore, I have a nght wt to beliw it. 

Wlien also I am told that a woman called the Virgin Mary, said, or 
gave out, that she was with child without any cohab.taUon wito a m^, 
Sd that her betrothed husband, Joseph, said that an angel told him so 
I have a right to believe them or not; such a circumstance required a 
»„ch suonier evidence than Uteir bant «.rd in. it; bnt we have no. ev ^ 
this—for neither Joseph nor Mary wrote any such matter themsdves, 
fe STt^ned hi otL U,a. the, te/d tn-a. is beaesay npon beamy, 
and I do not choose to rest my beUef upon such evidence. 

It is however, not difficult to account for the credit that was pven t 
the story of Jesus Christ being the son of God. He w^ tom when the 
heathen mythology had sUU some fashion and repute m the world, and 
Sjfm^CTd prepaeed U,e people tor U,e belief of sncb s smy. 
ZoSTlb^aor^ men Umt lived under the beadmo mydudog, 
t^m^ dte so,, of so,., of Uunr gmfs. I. -as not a ... tbn*, 
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at Lliat tifnc, to twJleve a rr™ to have Ikcu celcstialL}^ begotten: the in- 
tensoui^of fcods with vwmen was then a nuittcr of fEumllar optakni. Their 
JupilGTr accordlogi to thetr ^vcnniits^ bad cuJmbilcd with hundreds i the 
story thiaefoTC had nothing Ed it either neWf wundurfuJ or obscene; It was 
cDDfonnabk to the Opimolis that then prevailBil amuDji; Lite peopfc caDcd 
Gendlcs, or Mythologlsts^ and it was those people only dial bdieved il, 
nie Jews, who bad kept Stricily to the belief Q^ one God, and no aiore, 
and who had always rejected the heathen mythology^ oi^ver cruditod tbe 
story. 

Il is curious to observe how the theory of what is called the CbiiistiaB 
Cbinrh, sprung out of the toil of heithen mythology. A direct bioorp<ii^’ 
tioii took place in the first instance, by making the reputed founds to be 
edcitially begottOo. The trinity of gods that then fallawnd was so other 
than a rtduclioD of the fontier plundityi which was about twenty or 
tZurty thousand; the statue of Mary succeeded the statue of Diana of 
Ephesus; the ddficfltioQ of heroes changed into the canonizaliDn of 
aiuts; the mylhologists hod gods foe every thing; the Christian My^ 
tbologisLs had saints for every thing; the church became as crowded with 
therme^ as the pantheon had been with the other; and Roine was the place 
of both. The Christian theory is Little else tliaii the idolatry o( the andant 
Mythologfsts, occominodated to the puipastis of power and revenue; and 
it yet retnains to reason and philDsophy to abolish the auiphlbiorts fraod. 

Nothing that is here slid can opply^ emi with the most distant dia- 
repeetj to the real character of Jesus Christ. He was a virtuous and on 
amiable man. The moraUly that be preached and practised wiiJ Of the 
ino$t benevolent fci!id; and though similar systems of maraJity had hem 
preached by Confucius, and by some of the Greek pMlosophets, many 
years before; by the Qiwkers since; and by many good men in oD ages, 
it baa not been exceeded by any* 

Jesus Christ wrote no account of himself^ of hi5 birth, parenUgCj or 
anything else; not a line of what is colled the Kew Testament is of hii 
own writing- The history of him is altogether the work of otbo- people; 
BDcl as to the account given of his r^urrection and ascenrinn, it was the 
necessary couiiterp^ tO the story of bb binb. Hb historians^ bavtpg 
hroughi him into the wodd in a supernatumJ utannefi were i>bliK«d ^ 
take him out a^piiii ui the :^aiue Duuincr, or the first pan of the story nnast 
have fallen tn the ground. 

The wretched cnntrivaiicE with which this latter part b told, ercEcdfi 
tvery thing that went heforE iL Tbe first port, ibaL of the miractilous mo* 
ceptioD, was laot a thing that admittiid nf publkaty ; aod therefore the tfli- 
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ers of tliis part of the story had ibis advantiiEe, Hat tluioiih ibcy migtit 
not be crediicd, they could aal be detected. 'I’kiey wndd not be eapected 
to prove it, because it ms not one of those things tlut admitted of proed, 
msd il was that tbe person of whom it was told tould prove it 

hfansdr. 

But lie resuitectimi of a dead person from the grave, and his aac^im 
tbtotigii tbc air, is a thing very different as to the evidence it admits of, 
10 the ravisible conceplion of a chfld in the wwnb. The resunectiun and 
atfensioa, soppostoR ibem to have taken place, admitted of pubik and 
occuhii demoastiatioo, like that of the asceodoiJ of a halkott, or the son 
at HOOD day, to all Jerusalan at IehU A ihlog which every body is ^ 
qnred to believe, requires that the proof and evkhoKe of it should be 
equal to nil, and miivEisal; and as the i«iblic viability of this hut related 
act, was the only ewdcuce that could give sanction to the former part, 
the’whole of it falls to the ground, because that evidence never was gh^ 
Instead of this, a small Dumber of pewons, not more than eight or doe, 
OK Uiiiwlijced as pcnxics for the wbole world, to my they saw it, mnd^ 
the mt of Ibe world ore called upon to believe El Bn* 'f appeal 
Tbomaa did nOt believe the resuntcliou: and, as they say, muld 

without having o«ular and manual dnnonstratKin hi^f, Sh 
naUhtr wW /, and the reason is equally as gimd for me. and for ««y 

Other P#™iDf *3 Tec ThomM^ ... . 

It is in vaio to attempt to paDiate or disguise this mat^. The st 
so tar as relate to the nipernatnial part, has evety mark of 
imnodtk™ stamped npnn ibe face of it- TATm wtre the anihois oMHs » 
for us now to kiww, as it is for us to be assured, 
the actnurd is rdated, were written by the pereow *ho« 
they bear; ihe best survivioK evidence we r»w have 
is te Jw-i. They are regularly descended trom the people who ^ » 
L^hie this ^rreclioa and asomsion is said to have 
they sav, it» not tnu. ft has long appeared to me a 

ihe Jews as a proof of the truth of the stoiy. I « ju^ li* ^ « 
if a man were to ay. I will prove the truth of what 1 have tohl you, y 

d^SiS,. n'e pricErf moa "O. 
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wTiich ihos^ priests broujjlit ajjainst him was Uiat of sedUirm and mn- 
jqiiracy the Roman ^vEmEDCat, tu nblcb the Jfws then sub- 

J«:f and trilniEiiry; and it Is not ImpinDbable ihaL tb^ RomoTi gnyernmciit 
mtpht have same secret opprebensiona of \lic cfFccls of bis doctrine as 
w^tJ as the Jewish priests; ndtbw is it imprubablc Lbat Christ had 
in conteroplation the delivery of ibe J^irish a^ltm from the bondige of 
the Romansv BeLwuen Lbe two, howwerp this vlriiimis refonner and revo- 
lutlontst lost his life, 

Tt is upoa this plain narrative of facta^ iogeUita' with another ease I am 
goin^ to mcDtioUp tbnt the Christian MythuloglstSp caDinE thpmsdv&j 
the Christian Churchp have erected their fabte. which for absitrdily and 
extravagance, b nol exceeded by any thing that is to be found in the 
mythology □! the aucicnt$. 

The aocient hfytliulogfsts leD us that the race oI Giants mad# war 
apinst Jupiter, and that oM of them threw a hundred rocks sgainst him 
at on# throw- that Jupiter defeated him with thunder, and confioed him 
afterwards under MoimL Eliia, jukI that every time the CuLDt turns him¬ 
self, IVfoiinf Etna belches fire. 

It fs her# easy to sc# that the drcumstacce of the mnuntakip that of its 
being a vcilcaoO:^ suggeatinl tJic idea of the fable, and that the fable is 
made 10 fit and wind itsrif up with that drcuinstance. 

The Cbrbtjan Mythologists tell ua, that their Satan Diade war aipinsl 
the Ahnlghty, who defeated him^and ombned hiin afterwards^ nnf under 
a mowtain^ but In a pit. It is here to see that the first fable suggested 
the idea of the Sficond; for the faWe of Jupltfr and the Giants was told 
many hundred years before that of SaUui_ 

Tbiis far the andent and the chnstbn ^fytholog^5ta differ very little 
from each other. But the latter have oontrived to carry the matter much 
farther. They have contrived to connect the fabulous part of the story 
of Jesus Christ with the fable originatirig from Mount Etna; and, in order 
to mate all the parts of the story tie together^ they ha^'f taken to ibeir aid 
the traditions of the Jews' for the ChristiML luy iholo^ is made up partly 
from die ancient mjthology* and partly from the Jewish traditions. 

The Christian Mythologists^ after havtDg conhned Satan in a pit, wet# 
obliged to lut bJin out afiatn to bring on the sequti of the fabk- He is then 
fntpixftKed into tbu Gankn of Eden in the shape of a snake or a serpents 
and in that shape he enters into ramillar conversation with Ev#. who is nO 
way surprised to hear a snake talk; and the issue of this t#te-a-teter b. 
that he persuades her to eat an appJcp aiKi the eating of that apple danms 
all tnajiklnd. 
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After B^plug Satan iliis triumpb over tie wbote rrralion, on* would 
have suppnstai that thi: diuruh MyUjolo^sts would have beta kbd 
enough to send him bade Ui Ihe pit: or, if ihry had nnt dune thb, that 
they would have put a mnuiitaliii upon him, (for they say that their faith 
can removea mnuntain^ or have put him uttAf-f a mountain, as the former 
Mythologtsrj had done, U> prevent Ms get ting aziin among the worn™ 
and doing fiwre mLichief. But instsui of this, they leave him at Urge, 
wilbont even Qbliging Juan to give his parole—the secret of which ia, that 
the>’ could not do without him: and after being 3 t ihe trouble of making 
him. they bribed him to stay. 1'hey pnxnised him aw. the Jews, ail the 
Turks by aoticipatloo, nine-tenths of the wofW hcJihU, and Mahomet 
into the baryain. After this, who can doubt the bountifulness of the ChrU- 


tian mytholcKy. - l- u 

Having thus made an tnsumeclion and a hatOe in Heaven, tn which 
none of Ih* combatants could be eiUier kilted or wounded put Satan 
mto the pit—let him out again—given him a triumpli over the whole 
creation—dantiwd all m-mkind by the eating of an aijple, thfw Chrnitliiii 
Mytbolngiiilfl bring the twn ends of their fable together. T hey r^srcwnl 
(his virtiioiLs and amUble man. JesuS Chtirt, lu be at once hoih God tuif} 
hfan, and aJso the Son of God, celestially besotlcn, on porpoac to be sat> 
riBced, beouse they say that Eve in her longing bad eaten an apple. 

Putting !UHidc every ibiog that might eratn ku^ler by its absurdity, 
or detesmtion by its profancMss, and cofifinmg ourselves merely to m 
eaamlnaiion of the parts, ll is impossible to cmiceive a story more deroga¬ 
tory to the .Almighty, more inconsCsleot with his wisdom, mote eontia- 

dktory to his power, than this st«y Is. 

In order to mate for it a foundatfoti to rise upon, the uiventors were 

under the neoasity of giving to Ihe being, whom they ^ 

cqoaJIv as great, if not gtwter than they ailnbute to the A'^^Shty- 

Sve not 0^' !d«n him the power of UberOifng himself from the pn, 

after what they odi his fall, but they have mode Ihat power tnmarf a w 

wards to infini.y- Before ihb fall they rrprt^nt 

limited erislcnce, as they lepresenl lie test. After bs Wl. 

their acconut, omiUpiesunt. He evctywhcrt, mi at tlic same time. 

He occunie* the whole raimenslry of 

Not content with this deification of Satan, ^ 

leatinc by Btiatefieffl, in thv siwi* ^ tieation, all the 

power a.5^ wi.wlom of the Almighty. They repr^t 
^lled the Almighty to dte «CCJrdy ather of 

whole of the crtalioi. to the government and soverngnty of ihia SaUPi, 
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Of af capitulating for its rfidemplion by coining dinwn npan Earth. aDd 
Ahibillng himself upon a crrMa ih tlic Of a man* 

Had the invcntons nl this altHi; told it the contrary my, that is^ had 
they represealed the Ahnighly aa cotupelJing ^alan to erhibit JnmsclJ uct 
a crosSj or the shape of a snake^ as a punisbincnt for his new tnuisKr^ 
sicm, the stoiy votild hainj been 1^ absurd—te^s contradEctDry. But. 
inatead of they moke the traasKtessor triumph^ and the AhmgJjiy 
fall. 

That many good men have bdkved thb strange fatdep and lived very 
good lives onder that belief {for CredulHy is imt a crimE) h irhat I have 
no doubt oL In the fijal place, they were educated to believE it, and they 
would have bdifirod airf ihitig dse in the same manner, HiEre arc al^ 
many who Kave beoi so ^ihustuslkaJly enraptiired by what they eew' 
ceived to be the inlnirLe b™ of God to maa, In making a sacrihee of 
bfmself, thjtt the vsbciEDicc of the kka has forbidden and detHred Lbcm 
from examining into ihE absurdity and pfOfaoeness of the atory. The more 
B&Datiiral any thmg is_, the morE is it capable Of becoming the abject of 
dismal adtnrruUcn. 

But if tsbjects fnr gratitude and aduuration are Oitr desire^ cb tbty not 
present themjeiwes every hour to mir pyes? Do we not sec a fair creaLioii 
prepared to recerve ns the fn»^*TU we are bom — a world fomtsbed to our 
hands, that cost us nothing? Is it we that light up the sunj that penrr dowti 
the ram, and fiB tlie earth with ahundaiicE? Whether wc sleep or wake, 
ibe vast mathiiiecy of the oniverae still goes on. Arc these thhigs, and the 
bJcsslngs they ii>cIk 4 Vte in fatnre, nathiiig to as? Ceiu out grOSS ffclm^ 
be excited by no other snhjeds than tragedy and suicide? Or is the 
gboniy pride of man becotne so mtnlemhler thal nothing chh flatter it 
but a sacrifice -of the Creator? 

I know that this bold investigarion wiU alsm] coaiiy, but it would be 
paying too great a crenpUment to tiwir credulity to forbear it Upon that 
account ; the limes and the sobject demand it to be doDt. The suspicion 
that the theory of wbat is caJM the C^hristian churdi is ^bulous^ Is bc- 
DOtning very extcrnrive in all countrioa; and it will be a coHSolalWHi to 
men staggering under that suspicion, snd doubting what to believe and 
what to dbbeilevei, to see the subject freely nivEstigaicd. [ therefore pass 
ofl to an cxojiiioatioo of ibe boai;s called the Old and New TestmuCTh 

ThesE books, beginning with Gf-ne9i!i and ending with Revelatioii. 
(which, by the bye, h a book of riddles that rH|iiirEa a pcvdatkrts to cx* 
pfciin H) are, we arc told, the word of God. it is^ therefuare, proper for us 
w ki»w who told Its », that we may know wbat crisdit to sive to the re- 
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port. The answer to this question is, that nobody can tell, except that we 
teU one another so. The case, however, historicaUy appears to be as f<rf- 
lows!""* 

When the churdi Mythologists established their system, they collect^ 
aU the writings they could find, and managed them as they plea^. It is 
a matter altogether of uncertainty to us whether such of the writings as 
DOW appear under the name of the Old and New Testament, are in the 
same state in which those coUectors say they found them, or whether 
they added, altered, abridged, or dressed them up. 

Be this as it may, they decided by vote which of the books out of tte 
coDection they had made, should be the word of god, and which shoidd 
not. They rejected several; they voted others to be doubtful, su(± as the 
books caUed the Apocrypha; and those books which had a Mjority of 
votes, were voted to be the word of God. Had they voted oth^ise, aU 
the people, since calling themselves Christians, had belief otherw«- 
for the beUef of the one comes from the vote of the other. Who the peofde 
were that did all this, we know nothing of, they called themselves by the 
general name of the Church ; and this is all we ^ow of 

As we have no other external evidence or authorrty for ti»«e 

books to be the word of God, than what I have mentioned, which is m 
evidence or authority at all, I come, in the next place, to examme the 
internal evidence contained in the books themselves. 

In the former part of this Essay, I have spoken 
proceed further with that subject, for the purpose of applying it to the 

"tevf^Srra communication of something, which the per^n, to 

.to is did ld». Kiox- « I 

K <to, i. .~ds toUlk* .0 ~ I to d«. » 

seen it nor to enable me to tell it, or to write it. 

Revelation, therefore, cannot be applied to any thmg done u^n 
of IZTZ is himseU the actor or the witne«; and 
historical and anecdotal part of the Bible, wbeh « 
it, is not within the meaning and compass of the word revelaUon, and, 

gats-pto 0. 0^.u b. ™ did^ 
(and whether he did or not rVTdation to do 
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true; and whcllicr true or not, w nrrt neitlicr iJie beLtcr mt the wiser for 
kiwwin^ UiEin. Wltuii we cootmpl.tte the immensity of that Eidnttp yrho 
directs and gflvtms Hie inoumprtdieiiislble whole, of which the iitmDst 
ken of htimait sight can disenvEr hut a puit^ ought to feel shame at 
rall u ijg such paltry stories I be word of God. 

As to tJuj aeuciunl of the Crealioiip with whidi the book of Genesis 
opnsp ii haa all thu appc&nincc of bring a tradition which the I^raelilcs 
had amnng them before they came mlo and after their liej^arture 

fmm that country, they pul it at ihe hesid of thetr hwtory, without tdliuK 
(as tt is most pn'ihable) that they did not know how they came by it, TbE 
iHAnner in which the account opem, aixiwa it to Ik: traditionary. It begins 
sbrupUy: il is nobody that speaks; it is nntaody that hears; it Is addressed 
to nobody; it has neither first, second, or third person; k has every cri- 
terion of hemg a traditlou, it hits nO voucher. Moses does not take it upon 
himself by introducing it with the formality that he uses on other occa- 
SionSj surh as that of knying, The Lard ipaA-e tmtif M&sts, foyipig. 

W\iy il has bcco called ihe Mosaic account of the CreatbUp 1 am at a 
loss to coiitdve. Moses, I Mleve, was too good a judgp of such subjects 
to pul his name to that account. He had been educated among the Egyp¬ 
tians, wbo were a people 113 wtdl ikillcfJ in sdcncc, and partJctilariy in 
ostrooOniy^ as any people of thdr day; and the sOence and caution that 
MobCi observes in not amihenlicatlng the accmintp w a good negative evi¬ 
dence that he ucither told it itOr believed it.—The case is, that every im- 
tLDo of people has been wotld-uiakerSp and the Israelites had as muidi 
right to Ael up the trade of world-malving as any of the rest; and as Moses 
was not an h? might not choose to contradict the tradilkm. The 

account, however, is harmless; and this is more than can be said of Diauy 
other parts of the Bible. 

Whenever we read the obscene stories, the voluptuous debauchericap 
the fTuel and torturoi^ CKOCUtiotiS] the untdeotihg vimiiclivene$s, wkli 
which more than half the Bibk is filled, it would be more CDosistcot that 
we called it the word of a demon, than ibe word ai God. It is a hbtory of 
wickedness, that has served to ccHTupi aiKj brutal ine Tuankiml; audp for 
my owd part, 1 siacerely detest it, as 1 detest evety thing that ia cmd. 

Wii scaredy meel with any thing, a few phrases eicepied, but whal 
deserves eflher our abhoreace or our oontemf^, till we come to the mis- 
ccUaneous ports of the Bible. In the anonymo us puhikHtious^ the Psalma, 
and the Book of Job, more partiailariy in the la tier, m fiml a great deal 
of elevated scnLidKfil reverentially esEpresscU Of the poww and bciugiuty 
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of the Almighty: bul they Btand un no higher rank than laony other cam- 
posttions on sinilUit subjects, as wdl before that time as ^ce. 

Tbt Proverbs wMch are said U> be So£otimki\ thougb nwsl prouablj^ 
a collection, (becaiise they discover a knmvledge of life, «hlch bis situa' 
tioi) exduded him from knawing) are an irvstnicdve table of ethics. They 
are Inferiw in keejiness to the proverbs of the Spaniards, and not more 
wise and economical than those of the American Franklla. 

All the rrmauiiag parla of the Bible, generally known by lb* name of 
the Prophets, are the works of the Jewish poets and Itinerant preachen, 
who muied poetry, anixdole, and devotion togelhei^-^tl ibOM worka 
still relaio iJie air and style of poetry, ihougb in iranslalion.* 

‘ihere b not, throughout the whole book called the Bible, my word 
that describes to us what wc call a poet, nor any word that describes wiial 
we call poetry, Tlw raJ* is, that the ward fropkel, to which lattw 
have affacd a new idea, was the Bible word for poet, aod the ward 
wyfag lutanl the art of making poeby. It aJso meant the art ot playing 
poetry to a Itiae upon any instrutnent of musk. 

We read of prenhesving with pipes, isbrels, and boms ci prop ^ ylog 
with harps. With psalWies, with cymbals, and with every other instru- 

• As ttrrr maar midw* wko do aoi lt*t o b portiy, li 

1* I. rhy™, it b Th* 

1. isAit in m yms. ^ run pJ<n4rell«T Ifl 

ttrficSK S* oa«kiadol wridn, 

^lut^ u UKy It will .hr* he ««! th.1 Ike 

<l,rfotc Joeaaufc) dat ih^ .aynw w ,* iutiaec t ilmll pfwJvoc » 

coni[>od.:«i ol tho* b»t» U portlnJ 
Inlih:— 

“nnr, 0 ye ktavfni. end .ar, 0^*'" 

Tl, Gwl khnicU d»l attmUflO fortli. 

■fitiifiitkfl ri ol the pML 

"Ol rial miite h«»tf irw leaUft ^ 

Werr foUDlaiiB dowlng ilk* lb* bqMiil * 

Tlicn wnold I SIM llw irkMC, 

And 1««P a dehiire itw tl* tmnuB nwe- 
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merit of then In fashion, Wete we now to 3t>cdk of prophesjlng with 
a fiddlOp or with a pipe and taber, the (scpresHion would have no Bjejming, 
or would uppcai ridicxtlous and to anme poaplE contemptuous^ because 
we have dianKed the meaning of the wfd. 

We arc told of Saul beLog ainong the fr^pkAts, and alio Lhat be pcopikc- 
sied; but wn are not told what tk^ prapke^kd^ nor what Ae propkiikd. 
The case dxirE was nothing lo tell; for these prophets wm a companr 
of musician! and pocls^ and Saul joined in the concert, and tliia was called 
^o^Acfyfitg. 

The accuLiiil gives of this affair in the boot called Samnd, is, thal Saul 
met a of prophets; a whole company of themt Doming tkiwn 

with a psalLcry, a tobrel, a pipe, and a harp, and that th^ prupbcsicd, 
and that he prophesied with than. But it appears afterwards, that Saul 
prophesied badly; that is, performed hU part badiy^ br it is aaid^ thal, 
an ^£vil spirU /row God” * came upon Saul, and he prophesLed. 

Now, were there no other passage in ihe booh called the Bible, tlian 
this, to dcmojistrate to us that wc have lost the originai meaning of the 
word propktrft and substituted atiothcr meaning in its place, this aJone 
would be suf^'^ent; for it is impdssibk Lo use ajctd apply the word proph¬ 
esy ^ in t be place it is here used and applied, if we give to it the sense which 
latter times have affixed to \L The mnncier in which it ia here used Strips 
it oJ afl religious meaning, and shows that a man might then be a prophet,i 
or be might pr&pkesy, as he may now be a poet or nmsidai], without any 
regard to the moraKly or hnmoraJJty of his character. The word was orig- 
toally a term of science, promiscuoiisJy appBed to poetry and to myskp 
and not reslfkied to any subject upon which poetry and miwic might be 
exercised. 

Deborah aad Bamk ane called prophets^ not because they predicted 
any thing, htit because they composed the poem of song that bears their 
name, In cekbratioii of an act jtlrcady done. David ts ranted among the 
propbi-ts, for he was a musician, and was abo reputed to be (though pet-' 
hairs wry erroneously) the autbot of the Psalms. But Abroham, l3a*C| 
and Jacob are not called prophets; it does not appear from any accounts 
WL- have, that they could eithar sing, play music, or make poetry^ 

We arc told of the greater and the ksser prophets. They might ss well 
tell IK of die greater and the lesser God; for ihurc cajmot be de^re^ in 

■ As th.<rx tntb who call tticoudm diviJaet ukI conumtitaci, ue wry fiUKj of 
pDXranx one anaLbei-, f Neve them lo Dxiteit n^uiini^ of tlK OTTt part df the 
pfacue, tfut of am ipfnii ffjf Cadi- T keep to 017 Irxt—1 keep 10 tbc of 

I he wajui prophesy. 
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propbcjyiTiE consistently with it* modem sense-—Bnt ihcte are degrees 
in poeuy, and iLcrcfow the phniM is re^Micileablc to tlie when vre 
uDcicrstand by it tlic greater and the lesser pacta. 

It is altOEctier tinnecessaiy, after this, to offer any observations upon 
what those men, styled pmpbels. have written. Tic a» goes *1 on« to 
the root, by ahowing that the nriginal mewing of the word has been tms- 
taien, wd consequently all the ipferwma that have been drawn fmm 
those books, the dcvotfoiwl rspccl that has been paid to them, luvl the 
laboin-«(l cumineJitarifs duil hav« been ttpfln ibcin.^er t 

mistalccn mining, am not worth disputing aboitt. In many how- 

<ver. the writings of the Jewish poets deserve a belter fate thac th^f 
being hound up. as thqr now are, with ibe trash that atcompmms ibem. 

under the abused name of ibe word of God. _ 

It we permit oursel™ to conceive right f de» of dungs,« ^ 

sarilv affia the idea, not only of unehangeaWEncs*, but of the utter 
possibility of any change taking pla«, by any ineans «■ 

^ in that which we wouM honour with the name of the wt^ of 
and therefon: the word of God cannot «ist in any wntten or boman Uflr 

»vid»« .tai Ike N»™ ^ 

or in print, cannot be the vehicle of the word of God. The word OJ uoa 

exiaisr in sornething else- ^ aiwJ 

Did the enhed the Bible, e^J m 

all the boofe now estwl possibility wouid lW!VBnb^ 

honor my Creator by calling .1 hy ^ (j,, 

Thus much for the BiWe; I ^ itc wfll, as if then ““W 
Testament. The JVw Testamwtl that », the «■ 

be two wils of the Creatisr* Cbret to estahliah a 

no, iditim, lie UU tiim. Bui H«t is no poUlal”" “• 

M .b. ^ 
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menu wrrc wrilCta after bis death. He was a J«f by birtli snd by profcs- 
s\<m; and be wu 5 tbe son of Gcd in like maatwr that ev^ery ijther person 
Is—fnr the Cristor is Lhc Father ef AU^ 

'['he fim four bwihi, called Matthew^ Mnrt^ Luke, and Johiip d® ih>t 
give a hListory pf the U/g of Jesus Christy btit Ciply detached anecdotes of 
him. It appears from tbe^ beokSt that the ^hole time of hi$ being a 
preacher ivae not mpre tbau ei^teeo months; and it was only during this 
short timei that thosG men bccanie acquainted with bimi They make men- 
tkm qf Mm at die age of twelve years, sitting, they say, among the Jewish 
dortors, asking and answermg them qiiestioas* As this was several years 
before Lbeir acquaiiitance with him begmip it ^ most probable they had 
this anecdote from bis pareata Ffom this time there is do accmuit of him 
for about sditBEfl years. ViTtere he Jived, or how he employed hmiself dur-^ 
Ing Thin interval, k oot knowu. Most probably be was working at his 
fmhrr^s tnide^ which was tMt of a carpenter, it does not appear that he 
had any school educaticm, and Lbe probubility k, that be could not write, 
for his parents wern extiemdy poor, as appears from tbdr not being able 
to pay for a bed wh^ he was bom. 

It is somewhat oirious Lhat the three ptasona whose aonses are the 
most universaJly recorded, ws^ of mry obscure parentage. Moses was 
a fouodltng; Jesus Qinst was bom in a Etahle; and Mahomet wuii a mule 
driver. The first and the last of tb«e men were foundera of diEerimt sys* 
tems of rellgfon; but Jesus Christ founded no new ^tem^ He called men 
to the practice of irwnl virtues, and the belief of one God. The great trait 
in his character k philanthropy* 

^ The manner In which he was apprehended, shows that be was not mudi 
koown at that time; and it shows also, that the meetings he then hrikl 
with bb followers were in »oe€; asid that he had gfveti over or suspended 
prenchiDg ptihlicly. Judas could no otherwise betray him than by giving 
LDfonnation where be was^ and pointing him out to ibe officers that went 
to arrest him; and the reason for employing and paying Judas to do this 
could arise only from the cait^ already n^eutioned, ihai of his not being 
much knowD^ and living concealed. 

Tlie idea of his coucealmefit, not only agrees ver>’ ill with hk reputed 
dkinity, but assodates with it something of pusQliHiinijty ; and hia being 
betrayed. Of iu other vmrds, Ms bdag apprehended, on the information 
nf nrtc of hk foilowei?, ^ws Ihnt he did not mlend to be apprehenckd, 
and consequently that he did not intend u> be crudhrNj. 

The Christian Mytbulogbts tell ns, that Christ died for the sins of the 
wOrM, and thaf he ome on #0 djc. Would it not then have heea 
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the ame if he had died of n fever, oi of the mmII poXj Of oW ^ 

any tJsing a r 

The detlarafry sentence whicli, they »?, was passed «I«n AtLuo, in 

a* be cat of the apple, was not, that tH/fu fAaf/ surtiy be ^afied, tut. 
tf.au ifudi surely die^^t seotenec of death, and not the man^ of dyine. 
Crudfijdon, therefore, or any other partirular inannef of dy ins, made no 
part of the sentence that Adam was to suffer, and consequenUy, ^vsn apon 
iheir own tactics, it could make no part of the sentence that Christ was to 
suffer in the room of Adam. A fever would baw do« as wcU as a mas, 

if there was any occasion for cither _ 

nm Ill dtath. » 1 «* they Idl nl, «15 ihiopKiied up"" AJ»". 

meacL wbat these Mylholofsists call daionatwo; and coivwqiicuay, 
rrH^ftlSE on the pk of Jesus Christ, must according to thcr sjW 

ui or 0 .h» .1 .b« .« i*.p 

==srarssii 

tor as mrninfi off. or revohmR me r 

the word deitlb. That manufaclurw of quibbles, St Caul, u 

quibWe upon the word Xda-n. H^tes t erther who ains by proxy, and 
pun, has a tendeiur to Instruct .ts prefessors 

They* acquire the habit m^ul Mythotogists tell W be was. 

If Jesus Christ was word they some- 

„d u»t ^b" cw I-™ 

tunes use inatead of te dte, the owy . _ esilemari ot 

would have been to itw- ^ ^ Mwk W h« origiail <x«oi^ 

transportalion fmm .u;, =tratiRe system is the re'‘ersr of 

was to die—In fine, every thing m this ^ j «( 

what it pretends to be- if i® the revere ” j bastes to the 

copclusion of It, m order N^w Teatament, 

How much, OT what ^ ■„ we cod know 

were written by the pefsonii' 
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dDlhing Of* nertiicr are wc oerlain in w3iaL langimge thqr wicte Dr^gmally 
wriLCfD. Tbe mattm they mw COTtain may tjc das^ under two 
axbBcdolO and epistolary cone^pondencE^ 

Tbc four hooks already cicoUoiied, Matdnav, Mark, Luke^ and John, 
are aiicgclher anedrUal. They relate event;? after they bad t^en plate. 
They LclJ wtwit Jesiti Chrkt dki and said, and what others did and said 
tn him; and ia several instajiccs they relate the same event differently^ 
RevelatloD Is aecesaarily out of the quesliOD with to those books^ 

tmi only because of the disagreement of the writers, but because revcla* 
tion canriot t» JtpfdiEd to tbe relating nf facts by tbe persons who savi 
them done* iw to tbe ruhtliiJg or reooeding of any discourse or conversa^ 
liun by those who heard k. Tlac book caJiKl tbe Acts of Lbe Apostka (an 
anonymous work) belnnga also to the EnecdotaJ parL 

All the other parts of tbi; New Testament, «ccept the book of enigma, 
called the Revelations, are a collncLioD of letters under the name of epis¬ 
tles; and the forgery of ktters has betn stxh a oomman ptacoce in the 
wwldr that tbe probability is ai least equal, whether they arc gentiin* or 
forged. One things however, is modi oqiiivocai^ which is, that out of 
the matters contained iQ those books, together wUb the assi^ftaiice of sofRse 
old stories, tbe church has set up a systeni of religion very conlradietCiry 
to the character of tbe person whose name it bears. It has set lip a religion 
of pomp and of revenue, m pretended tmiUtion of a person whose life 
was hmniliiy aixi poverty« 

I'hfi invenikiii of purgatoryj Sfld of the releasing of souls tberefrom, 
by prayers, bought of the cburcb with money ; the sdbng of pardons, dis- 
perLsaiions and iiainlgeodes, are revenue laws, vrtthout bearing that name 
or carrying that appi^aDce. But lbe Case Dcverthelcss ia, that those 
thln^ derive theLr origLo from the parOiysm Of tbe crucifiilon and the 
theory deduced Lbcrefroin whidi was, that one person could stand hi the 
place of anntbcr, and cxHild perform meritorious services for hlin. Tim 
probability, therEfnne, is, that the whole thuory or doctrine nf wbat is 
called the redemption (whkh is said to have bctai accomplished by the 
aiCt of one peraua ha thi: room of another) vnts oripnany fabricated on 
purpose to bring fbnrard and buDd ill those seconded and pecuniary 
redcuiplions upon; and that the passages in the books upon whlclt the 
idea of theory of rrfranption is built, have been miinufactitred snd fabri¬ 
cated for that purpose. Why are we to give tMs church credit, when She 
tellE ns that those books are genuine in every part, any mure than we 
her credit for every thing else she has told us; or for the mlrades sbe :iays 
she has performed? That c^uid f^cate writings is certain, because 
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she ctnJtl write; ard the composition of the irritiiit^ in question, k oi 
tJuit kind that any body mg;bt do it; and that she did fabricate them is 
BOi none mconsistMtt with probatpility, than ihaL she should teD m, « 
she has done, that she cmild aod did work tniraclis. 

Since, then, no external evidence can, at thla long (fist»e* of lime, be 
produced to proN’C whether the church fahricalcd the doclnues Lulled 
redemptiiin w not, (for such evident*, whetlot for of against, wooki ^ 
subject to the same suspidon of being fabricilrf,) th* ca* ^ ojy to 
fderred to the internal evidence whSdi tbe iMug came* widwn HsdJ, 
and this affords a very sUoag presnrnptioB of its hung a fatoicatwn. For 
the iniemaJ evidence k, that the theory or doctrine of itdcm^ion ha* for 
hs basis an idea of peEimiary jtistiee, ami not ttol of tcoral justice. 

If I owe a person money, and cnnnnt pay him, and to thrwtens to put 
me fn prison, anottiw person can take the debt upon hioiseif, af^ pay it 
for me- hat if I have oonmutied a oime, every mrcumstaiK* of the case 
b changed; moral jostke cannot take (be innoaml *« 
if tto innoceat would nfl« itself. To suppose jiist^ to ^ this, 1* to ito 
jtjoy the principle of its existence, which ts the thmg itseff, rt is then no 
longer mstinc; it is indtoxiniinate wwenfi*. . , 

m^lc reflecitoi wDl show that the doclrine “ 

founded on a mc« pecuniary idea, carrespOKfing to that 
another person might pay; and as this pecnniw 

with tbe^em of second redemptions, obtained throng d* m«i^ 

given to the chundi f« pardons, thTS 

persons fabrir^tod both and the oUier of those 
E^lh, (here k rm such thing as redemption; th^ U st 
nmn Stands in tto same mlaav* cnndilioo with h« 
stand, siiice rmin existed, and (hat it is bis greatest comalatKm to tlnnk 

“'Let him bdievc this, and be wiU live more ooosisiimlly f *2’ 

thi^bj^y other U k by his being taught 

»if JL out-low, as an mit-cast,« a 

it on a dunghill, at m immcn.^ distance from lu* Ueator, ^ 
as It wore, on a mngniu, «* and ainjdM to interaediBtfi 

who must mate his spprtwichea j. ■ i g-™- thia g 

bcirw, that he conceives either a cOPlemptuotB chsrtganl ™ 

d.™. u .0. loitor=«. 

d( *; Ids a dm.sl.ill; mdtlir l)l«wi«s o( 

hm«>lf a worm, and the fertile a S ^ 

life, by the thankless name of vamties, he oe^aas 
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God io maji, tlw crrr nr lOLAfioN ; and lutviog cndeavotlf<<! to force tipoo 
himsdf []ie belief of a sy^tesn agaiosL wlikli rcasou revolt^ lie un^te- 
fidly calls k human reasas, as if num could j^ivc reason lo bimself. 

Ycl, Villi oil strange apfKianuux of humility, and this ton tempt 
fer liunuiEf reasoaj he ventures into the boldcsL prooiiiplioiis; be luids 
fault with irvery things his selfishness is nevEr aaLisljed; liis Inxratkude 
Ls BcviiT at an efld. He takes on himself to direct thr AlmiHbLy wlml to do, 
even in the guveramost of the universe; he prays diclnluruilJy; i^befl U 
is suD-shinE, he prays for min, and when it is rain, be pmya fur sun-dune; 
be fnliowa the same idea m every tbiug that he pmys for; for what la the 
amount cl all his prayers, but an attempt to make the Almighty chauge 
his mindj and act otherwise than he does? It U its if he were to say— 
thou bnovest not so w-dl as 1. 

But some perhajja wOl say—Aie we to have no word Of fjod—no reve- 
tatJon! 1 Miswer, Ves: tbE^e is a wziJ of God; there i$ a revebUkHi^ 

Ttte w'CwiD OF God li the czeaxion we beuolp: And ft Is in ^his 
w&rd, which no human inventicKD can cuunUafuit uw alter, that God speak- 
etb imiversaity to man. 

Human language is local and changeable, and ls therefore incapable of 
being used as the means of unchangeable and universal infurniation^ llns 
idea that God sent Jesua Christ to publbh, as they say, tJie tidings 
to all nations, from one end of the earth to the other^ h consistent only 
with the ignorance of thnw who knew nothing of the csttent of die world, 
and wbo twHeved, as those world-^^avinirrs beiLc^-cdi an<] ocmtiuued to be- 
Meve^ for several centuries, (and that in contradiction to the liiiicoveries 
of phDosopliefs and the experience of rkTvi!;tatoTS,J that the earth was flat 
like n Incncher; and that a man might walk to the end of k. 

But bow was Jesus Christ to make any thing knowm to all nations?' 
He could speak but one language, wtiicii w os Hebrew; and there arc m 
this world several bimdred languages. Siiarccly jmy two imlions speak the 
sBiTw lauguagc. Of uiitlcrslMid 4^h etber; and as to translations, every 
man who knows any th iny of knows that it was impossible to 

translate fmm one Liagiiage to another, not only without losing a great 
part of the original, hut frequently oi mistaking the sense; and besides aO 
this, the art of printing was whoUy unknown at the time Christ lived. 

It LS always necessaiy that the means that are to accomplish any end, 
be equal to the accomplishmeni of that end, or the end cannot he accom- 
plifhed. It is in this, that the difcrence bclwccu finite and infinite power 
and wisdom doEDvers itself. Man fiequciitJy fails in accomplishing bis 
euds^ from a natural inability of the power to the pLupose; and frequenUy 
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from tht want of wisdom to apply [»wcr properly. Hut it is impossible 
for inBnite powt-r aoci wisdom to fall as mau foDoth- The miajis it iiseth 
arc always equal lo the end; but human language, more cspedallv as 
there is not an naivcrsal language, is incapable of hang used as an pm- 
versa] means n( unchaniieable and imifonn informatiDn, lUid iherefnir il 
ia nut the means that God useth In mimiresting himaeir uiuwrsahy lo 

It is only in tlic cHEATTOK that sH our ideas and conceptions of a word 
of Gvd can unite. The Creation speatetb an milwtsa! langwase, mde- 
pemlcnlly of human speech or hinnaji language, tmillipUed and ranous « 
they bt. It is an ertr-calsting original, which every tnan ran read, It 
CHftitol be foreed j it caaocit be cmiiitfir(cited; it ninnot be lost; it 
be altered; it cannnL be suppresaed. It does not depend upon the will of 
moa whether it shall U published of not; It puhlisbeS itself from one end 
of the earth to the other. It preachs to all nations and to all worlds, and 

this aajfd 0/GW reveads to Tijan afl that Is DBcessary for num tt 

wc want to cnnlemplate Ws power? Wc see it in tic- 
the Crualioo. Do we want to contemplate his wisdom? Wc see it m ^ 
tmchaiwable Older by which the iatomprehensible whole e governed, 1^ 
we want to coutempiate his mimihcdice? We see it m 
with which be fills the earth. Do we want to ^ 

see it in hb not withboldlrg that abundance even from ' 

< 1 . « -». L, wto <W i.» 

Scriplun;, which any bitfflan hand might make, but the Smptut* 

^TberaJ^dea man can affi* to lb* 

the causa of aD things. And, mcomprfhiaisibb and 'J j * 

man to conceive what a first olusC is, he amves at 

ceive a tima when th«t shah l« no unto 

!'hi, fwi* >»«k “">■ 

himself* that be did not isake himseH, «iu*r ™« 

,dr, nor in, «i*!r Ko» *» 

S::. W 
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cause etemafly exisUng, of a nature totaUy different to any material exist¬ 
ence we know of, and by the power of which all things exist; and this first 
caase man calls God. 

It is only by the exercise of reason, that man can discover God. Take 
away that reason, and he would be incapable of understanding any thing; 
and, in this case it would be just as consistent to read even the book called 
the Bible to a horse as to a man. How then is it that those people pretend 
to reject reason? 

Almost the only [>arts in the book called the Bible, that convey to us 
any idea of God, are some chapters in Job, and the 19th Psalm; I recollect 
no other. Those parts are true deistical compositions; for they treat of the 
Deity through his works. They take the book of Creation as the word of 
God, they refer to no other book, and all the inferences they make are 
drawn from that volume. 

I insert, in this place, the 19th Psalm, as paraphrased into English verse 
by Addison. I recollect not the prose, and where I write this I have not 
the opportunity of seeing it. 

The spacious hnnament on high, 

With all the blue ctherial sky, 

And spangled heavens, a shining frame, 

Their great original proclaim. 

The unwearied sun, from day to day, 

Does his Creator’s power display; 

And publishes to every land, 

The work of an Almighty hand. 

Soon as the evening shades prevail 
The moon takes up the wondrous talc, 

And nightly to the listning earth, 

. Repeats the story of her birth; 

Whilst all the stars that round her bum, 

And all the planets, in their turn, 

Confirm the tidings as they roll, 

And spread the truth from pole to pole. 

What though in solemn silence all 
Move round this dark terrestrial ball; 

What though no real voice, nor sound. 

Amidst their radient orbs be found, 

In reason’s ear they all rejokc, 

And utter forth a glorious voice, 

For ever singing as they shine. 

The hand that made vs is invine. 

What more does man want to know, than that the hand or power, that 
made these things is divine, is omnipotent? Let him believe this with the 
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force it is impossible to repel, if he permits his reason to act, and his rule 
of moral life will follow of course. 

The allusions in Job have all of them the same tendency with tto 
Psahn; that of deducing or proving a truth that would be otherwise 

unknown, frcan truths already known. 

I recollect not enough of the passages in Job, to insert them correctly, 
but there is one occurs to me that is applicable to the subject I am speak¬ 
ing upon. “Canst thou by searching fiund out God? Canst thou find out 
the Almighty to perfection?” 

I know not how the printers have pointed this passap, for I keep no 
Bible; but it contains two distinct questions, that admit of distinct an- 


First—Canst thou by searching find out God? Yes; because in the first 
place, I know I did not make myself, and yet I have existena; and 1^ 
searching into the nature of other things, I find that no otto tlung could 
make itself; and yet millions of other things east; therefore it is, that 
I know, by positive conclusion resulting from this search, that there is a 
power superior to all those things, and that power is God. 

Secondly-Canst thou find out the Almighty to perfeaum? No, not 
only because the power and wisdom He has manifested m t^ struct^ 
of ^e CreaUon that I behold is to me incomprehensible, ^ 

this manifestation, great as it is, is probably but a sm^ Asplay of th^ 
immensity of power and wisdom, by which millions of other rwlds, to 
me invisible by their distance, were created and contmue to exist^ 

It is evident that both of these questions are pat t^ 
person to whom they are supposed to have ^ress^, ^ 

by admitting the first question to be answered affirmatively, tto ^ 
sLnd could foUow. It would have been unnecessary and 
to have put a second question more difficult than the first, if 
question had been answered negatively. The two ^““bons have 

obiects- Ae first refers to the existence of God, Ae second to his attn- 
Objects, tne but it falls infinitely short in dis- 

butes; reason can discover tne one, dim- 

covering the whole of the other. -crrtlv»H to the men 

T recollect not a single passage in all the writings 

ofnvi^r W«. ot rta. God h. « 

aod the »bj« d.en upoo, thet .1 . 

cnieny coniruvciauh., . _,:epH to Ae zloomy gcmus of a monk 

mg m agony on a cross, is better writtm than to any man 

h.. een, by whom I. b «, 
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and wisdom can be known, is related to have been spoken by Jesus Christ, 
as a remedy against distrustful care. ‘'Behold the lilies of the field, they 
toil not, neither do they spin.” This, however, is far inferior to the allu¬ 
sions in Job and in the 19th Psalm; but it is similar in idea, and the 
• modesty of the imagery is correspondent to the modesty of the man. 

As to the Christian system of faith, it appears to me as a species of 
atheism—^a sort of religious denial of God. It professes to believe in a 
nvin rather than in God. It is a compound made up chiefly of manism 
with but little deism, and is as near to atheism as twilight is to darkness. 
It introduces between man and his Maker an opaque body, which it 
ralU a Redeemer, as the moon introduces her opaque self between the 
earth and the sun, and it produces by this means a rehgious or an irre¬ 
ligious eclipse of light. It has put the whole orbit of reason into shade. 

The effect of this obscurity has been that of turning every thing upside 
down, and representing it in reverse; and among the revolutions it has 
thus magically produced, it has made a revolution in Theology. 

That which is now called natural philosophy, embracing the whole 
circle of science, of which Astronomy occupies the chief place, is the 
study of the works of God, and of the power and wisdom of God in his 
works, and is the true theology. 

As to the theology that is now studied in its place, it is the study of 
human opinions, and of human fancies concerning God. It is not the 
study of God himself in the works that he has made, but in the works or 
writings that man has made; and it is not among the least of the mischiefs 
that the Christian system has done to the world, that it has abandoned 
the original and beautiful system of theology, like a beautiful innocent, 
to distress and reproach, to make room for the hag of superstition. 

The book of Job, and the 19th Psalm, which even the church admits 
to be more ancient than the chronological order in which they stand in 
the book called the Bible, are theological orations conformable to the 
original system of theology. The internal evidence of those orations 
proves to a demonstration that the study and contemplation of the works 
of Creation, and of the power and wisdom of God, revealed and mani¬ 
fested in those works, made a great part of the religious devotion of the 
times in which they were written; and it was this devotional study and 
contemplation that led to the discovery of the principles upon which, 
what are now called Sciences, are established; and it is to the discovery 
of these principles that almost all the Arts that contribute to the con¬ 
venience of human life, owe their existence. Every principal art has some 
science for its parent, though the person who mechanically performs 
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the work does not always, and but very seldom, perceive the connexion. 

It is a fraud of the Christian system to call the sciences human inven¬ 
tion^ it is only the application of them that is human. Every saence has 
for its basis a system of principles as fixed and unalterable as those by 
which the universe is regulated and governed. Man cannot make princi¬ 
ples, he can only discover them. 

For example—Every person who looks at an Almanack sees an account 
when an eclipse will take place, and he secs also that it never fails to take 
place according to the account there given. This shows that mM is ac¬ 
quainted with the laws by which the heavenly bodies move. But it would 
be something worse than ignorance, were any church on earth to say, that 
those laws are a human invention. It would also be ignorance, or some¬ 
thing worse, to say that the scientific principles, by the aid of which man 
is enabled to calculate and forduiow when an eclipse will take place, are 
a human invenUon. Man cannot invent any thing that is eternal and 
immutable; and the scientific principles he employs for this purpore mu^, 
and are, of necessity, as eternal and immutable as the laws by which the 
heavenly bodies move, or they could not be used as they are to ascertam 
the time when, and the manner bow, an eclipse will take plact 

The scientific principles that man employs to obtain the for^owled^ 
of an eclipse, or of any thing else, relating to the moUon ^ the ^v^ 
bodies, are contained chiefly in that part of sa^ 

Trigonometry, or the properties of a triangle, which when ^ 

study of the heavenly bodies, is cafled .Astronomy; when 

the a>urse of a ship on the ocean, it is called Navigatmn ; when 

the construction of figures drawn by rule and com^ U “ ^2^] 

etry • when applied to the construction of plans of edifice, it ^ 

cWtecture- when appUed to the measurement of any portion of the surface 

is an «ar,J truO.; It conuins »( 

man speaks, and the extent of its uses fa unknown. ... 

It ^y be said, that man can make or draw a triangle, and therefore a 

Is no «h« than inn*, n. Prtn- 

dpi n, ay., a»i I-on. 

p^'ipl to. otonto ba 
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the formation of those properties or principles, than he had to do in mak¬ 
ing the laws by which the heavenly bodies move; and therefore the one 
must have the same divine origin as the other. 

In the same manner as it may be said, that man can make a triangle, 
so also may it be said, he can make the mechanical mstrument called a 
lever; but the principle, by which the lever acts is a thing distinct from 
the instrument, and would exist if the instrument did not: it attaches 
itself to the instrument after it is made; the instrument, therefore, can 
act no otherwise than it does act; neither can all the efforts of human 
invention make it act otherwise—that which, in all such cases, man calls 
the eSect, is no other than the principle itself rendered perceptible to the 
senses. 

Since then man cannot make principles, from whence did he gain a 
knowledge of them, so as to be able to apply them, not only to things 
on earth, but to ascertain the motion of bodies so immensely distant from 
him as all the heavenly bodies are? From whence, I ask, could he gain 
that knowledge, but from the study of the true theology? 

It is the structure of the universe that has taught this knowledge to 
man. That structure is an ever-existing exhibition of every principle upon 
which every part of mathematical science is founded. The offspring of 
thic science is mechanics; for mechanics is no other than the principles of 
science applied practically. The man who proportions the several parts of 
a mill, uses the same scientific principles, as if be had the power of con¬ 
structing an universe; but as he cannot give to matter that invisible 
agency, by which all the component parts of the immense machine of the 
universe have influenced upxm each other and act in motional unison 
together, without any apparent contact, and to which man has giv«i the 
name of attraction, gravitation, and repulsion, he supplies the place of 
that agency by the humble imitation of teeth and cogs.—^All the parts of 
man’s microcosm must visibly touch: but could he gain a knowledge of 
that agency, so as to be able to apply it in practice, we mi^t then say, 
that another canonical book of the word of God had been discovered. 

If man could alter the properties of the lever, so also could he alter the 
properties of the triangle: for a lever (taking that sort of lever whidi is 
called a steel-yard, for the sake of explanation) forms, when in motion, a 
triangle. The line it descends from, (one point of that line being in the 
fulcrum,) the line it descends to, and the cord of the arc, which the end 
of the lever describes in the air, are the three sides of a triangle. The other 
arm of the lever describes also a triangle; and the corresponding sides of 
those two triangles, calculated scientifically, or measured geometricaHy: 
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and also the sines, tangents, and secants generated from the angles, and 
geometrically measured, have the same proportions to each other, as the 
different weights have that will balance each other on the lever, leaving 
the weight of the lever out of the case. 

It may be said, that man can make a wheel and axis, that he can 
put wheeb of different magnitudes together, and produce a milL Still the 
ra«> comes back to the same point, which is, that he did not make the 
principle that gives the wheeb those powers. That principle is as unaltera¬ 
ble as in the former case, or rather H b the same principle under a differ- 
ent appearance to the eye. 

The power two wheels, of (Afferent magnitudes, have upon each 
other, is in the same proportion as if the senri-diameter of the two wheds 
were joined together and made into that kind of fever I have described, 
at the part where the semi-diametCTS join; for the two wheds, 
scientifically considered, are no other than the two drcks generated by 

the motion of the compound lever. 

It b from the study of the true theology that all our knowledge of 
science b derived, and it b from that knowledge that afl the arts have 


originated. ... , • • .v- 

The Almighty lecturer, by displa}^ ** pnnapfes of saence m tM 
structure of the universe, has invited man to study and to nmtatioo. It 

b as if he had said to tlK inhabitants of thfe globe, that we caU 0 ^ *2 

have made an earth for man to dweD upo«^ and I have r^ered the 
starry heavens vbibte, to teach him science and the arts. He can now 
provide for hb own comfort and lbabk nou my shwivicence to au, 
TO BE KIND TO EACH OTHER.” 

Of What use b it, unless it be to teach man ^“flLT 

endowed with the power of beholding, to an 

an immensity of worlds revolving in the ocean of s^ ^ “ 

it that thb immensity of worlds b visible to 

with the Pleiades, with Orion, with Sinus, ^ Mars 

north star, with the moving orbs be has named Sat.^, 

Venus and Mercury, if no uses are to follow from their bang visible? 
A less ixiwer of vbion would have been sufficient far man, if 
he now^sesses were given only to waste itself, as it were, on an immense 

book and sLd of science, that he dbcovers any use 

to him, or any advanUge resolting from rT^^nTdidonal 
when he contemplates the subject m this light, he sees an additiooai 
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motive for saying, that nothing was made in vain; for in vain would be 
this power of vision if it taught man nothing. 

As the Christian system of faith has made a revolution in theology, so 
also has it made a revolution in the state of learning. That which is now 
called learning, was not learning, originally. Learning does not consist, as 
the schools now make it consist, in the knowledge of languages, but in 
the knowledge of things to which language gives names. 

The Greeks were a learned people, but learning with them did not 
consist in speaking Greek, any more than in a Roman’s speaking Latin, 
or a Frenchman’s speaking French, or an Englishman’s speaking English. 
From what we know of the Greeks, it does not appear that they knew or 
studied any language but their own, and this was one cause of their becom¬ 
ing so learned; it afforded them more time to apply themselves to better 
studies. The schools of the Greeks were schools of science and philosophy, 
and not of languages; and it is in the knowledge of the things that science 
and philosophy teach, that learning consists. 

Almost all the scientific learning that now exists, came to us from the 
Greeks, or the people who spoke the Greek language.—It, therefore, 
became necessary for the people of other nations, who spoke a different 
language, that some among them should learn the Greek language, in 
order that the learning the Greeks had, might be made known in those na¬ 
tions, by translating the Greek books of science and philosophy into the 
mother tongue of each nation. 

The study, therefore, of the Greek language (and in the same manner 
for the Latin) was no other than the drudgery business of a linguist; and 
the language thus obtained, was no other than the means, as it were the 
tools, employed to obtain the learning the Greeks had. It made no part of 
the learning itself; and was so distinct from it, as to make it e.xceedingly 
probable that the persons who had studied Greek sufficiently to translate 
those works, such, for instance, as Euclid’s Elements, did not understand 
any of the learning the works contained. 

As there is now nothing new to be learned from the dead languages, all 
the useful books being already translated, the languages are become 
useless, and the time expended in teaching and learning them is wasted. 
So far as the study of languages may contribute to the progress and com¬ 
munication of knowledge, (for it has nothing to do with the creation of 
knowledge,) it is only in the living languages that new knowledge is to 
be found; and certain it is, that, in general, a youth will learn more of a 
living language in one year, than of a dead language in seven; and it is 
but seldom that the teacher knows much of it himself. The difficulty of 
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learning the dead languages does not arise from any superior abstruseness 
in the languages themselves, but in their being dead, and the pronunciation 
entirely lost. It would be the same thing with any other language when it 
becomes dead. The best Greek linguist that now exists, does not under¬ 
stand Greek so well as a Grecian ploughman did, or a Grecian milkmaid; 
and the same for the Latin, compared with a ploughman or milkmaid of 
the Romans; it would therefore be advantageous to the state of learning 
to abolish the study of the dead languages, and to make learning consist, 
as it originally did, in scientific knowledge. 

The apology that is sometimes made for continuing to teach the dead 
languages is, that they are taitght at a time, when a child is not capable of 
exerting any other mental faculty than that of memory; but that is alto¬ 
gether erroneous. The human mind has a natural disposition to scientific 
knowledge, and to the things connected with it. The first and favourite 
amusement of a child, even before it begins to play, is that of imitating 
the works of man. It builds houses with cards or sticks; it navigates the 
little ocean of a bowl of water with a paper boat, or dams the stream 
of a gutter, and contrives something which it calls a mill; and it interests 
itself in the fate of its works with a care that resembles affection. It after¬ 
wards goes to school, where its gennis is killed by the barren study of a 
dead language, and the philosopher is lost in the linguist. 

But the apology that is now made for continuing to teach the dead 
languages, could not be the cause, at first, of cutting down learning to 
the narrow and humble sphere of linguistry; the cause, therefore, must 
be sought for elsewhere. In all researches of this kind, the best evidence 
that can be produced, is the internal evidence the thing carries with itsdf, 
and the evidence of circumstances that unites with it; both of which, in 
this case, are not difficult to be discovered. 

PutUng then aside, as a matter of distinct consideration, the outrage 
offered to the moral justice of God, by supposing him to make the inno¬ 
cent suffer for the guilty, and also the loose morality and low c^tnvance 
of supposing him to change himself into the shape of a man, in order to 
make an excuse to himself for not executing his supposed sentence upon 
.Adam; putting, I say, those things aside as a matter of distinrt considera¬ 
tion, it is certain that what is called the ChrisUan system of faith, includ¬ 
ing in it the whimsical account of the creation—the strange s^ o 
Eve-the snake and the applc^the ambiguous idea of a man-go^the 
corporeal idea of the death of a god—the mythological idea of a family 
of gods, and the ChrisUan system of arithmetic, that three ^e, and 
one is three, are all irreconcilable, not only to the divine gift of reason. 
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that God hath given to Man, but to the knowledge that man gains of the 
power and wisdom of God, by the aid of the sciences, and by studying the 
structure of the universe that God has made. 

The settera-up, therefore, and the advocates of the Christian system of 
faith, could not but foresee that the continuaDy progressive knowledge 
that man would gain, by the aid of science, of the power and wisdom of 
God, manifested in the structure of the universe, and in all the works of 
Creation, would militate against, and call into question, the truth of their 
system of faith; and therefore it became necessary to their purpose to cut 
teaming down to a size less dangerous to their project, and this they 
effected by restricting the idea of teaming to the dead study of dead laa- 
guages. 

They not only rejected the study of science out of the Christian schools, 
but they persecuted it; and it is only within about the last two centuries 
tK ftt the study has been revived. So late as 1610, Galileo, a Florentine, 
discovered and introduced the use of telescopes, and by applying them U 
observe the motions and ap^^carance of the heavenly bodies, afforded addi¬ 
tional means for ascertaining the true structure of the universe. Instead 
of being esteemed for those discoveries, he was sentenced to renounce 
them, or the opinions resulting from them, as a damnable heresy. And, 
prior to that time, Vigilius was condemned to be burned for asserting 
the ant^xxles, or in other words, that the earth was a globe, and habitable 
in every part where there was land; yet the truth of this is now too well 
known even to be told. 

If the belief of errors not morally bad did no mischief, it would make 
no part of the moral duty of man to oppose and remove them. There was 
no moral ill in believing the earth was flat like a trencher, any more than 
there was moral virtue in believing that it was round like a globe; neither 
was there any moral ill in believing that the Creator made no other world 
than this, any more than there was moral virtue in believing that he 
made miUions, and that the infinity of space is filled with worlds. But 
when a system of religion b made to grow out of a supposed system of 
creation that is not true, and to unite itself therewith in a manner almost 
inseparable therefrom, the case assumes an entirely different ground. It 
is then that errors, not morally bad, become fraught with the same mis¬ 
chiefs as if they were. It is then that the truth, though otherwise indif¬ 
ferent itself, becomes an essential, by becoming the criterion, that' cither 
confirms by corresponding evidence, or denies by contradictory evidence, 
the reality of the religion itself. In thb view of the case, it b the moral 
duty of man to obtain eveiy possible evidence that the structure of the 
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heavens, or any other part of creation affords, with respect to S 3 rstems of 
religion. But this, the supporters or partizans of the Christian system, as 
if dreading the result, incessantly opposed, and not only rejected the 
sciences, but persecuted the professors. Had Newton or Descartes lived 
three or four hundred years ago, and pursued their studies as they did, 
it is most probable they would not have lived to finish them; and had 
Franklin drawn lightning from the clouds at the same time, it would 
have been at the hazard of expiring for it in flames. 

Later times have laid all the blame .upon the Goths and Vandals; 
but, however unwilling the partizans of the Christian system may be to 
believe or to acknowledge it, it is nevertheless true, that the age of igno¬ 
rance commenced with the Christian system.—There was more knowledge 
in the world before that period, than for many centuries afterwards; and 
as to religious knowledge, the Christian system, as already said, was only 
another species of mythology; and the mythology to which it succeeded, 
was a corruption of an ancient system of theism.* 

It is owing to this long interregnum of science, and to no other cause, 
that we have now to look through a vast chasm of many hundred ye^ 
to the respectable characters we call the ancients.—Had the progression 
of knowledge gone on proportionably with the stock that before existed, 
that chasm would have been filled up with characters rising superior in 
knowledge to each other; and those ancients we now so much admire, 
would have appeared respectably in the back ground of the scene. But 


♦ It is impossible for us now to know at what time the 
but it is certain, from the internal evidence that it carries, that it did not begm in 
the same state or condiUon in which it ended. All the gods of that “Xthology, 
Saturn, were of modem invenUon. The supposed ra^ of Saturn ^ 
which is caUed the heathen mythology, and was so far a s^aes ^ 

admitted the belief of only one God. Saturn k supposed 
emment in favor of his three sons and one daughter. Jupiter. 

Juno - after this, thousands of other gods and denu-gods were imaginary created, 
the ^en^r oigods increased as fast as the calendar of saints, and the calendars 

corm^tk^^t have taken phcc, in theology and in religion, have been 
pr^u^^ by aLtting of wlmt man calls 

tended to more revealed religion than the Chnsti^ o. verbally 

their priests, who were supposed to receive and deliver the word of God verbally. 

^”s"n ^St^prions down from Molo^ 

that every »hing else, called the word of God. s» .ahSr and unposaj) 
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the Christian system laid all waste; and if we take our stand about the 
beginning of the sixteenth century, we look back through that long chasm, 
to the times of the ancients, as over a vast sandy desart, in which not a 
shrub appears to intercept the vision to the fertfle hills beyond. 

It is an inconsistency scarcely possible to be credited, that any thing 
should exist, under the name of a religion, that held it to be irreligious 
to study and contemplate the structure of the universe that God had 
made. But the fact is too well established to be denied. The event that 
served more than any other to,break the first link in this long chain of 
despotic ignorance,«is that known by the name of the Reformation by 
Luther. From that time, though it does not appear to have made any 
part of the intention of Luther, or of those who are called reformers, the 
sciences began to revive, and liberality, their natural associate, began to 
appear. This was the only public go^ the Reformation did; for, with 
respect to religious good, it might as well not have taken place. The 
m)rthology stfll continued the same; and a multiplicity of National Popes 
grew out of the downfall of the Pope of Christendom. 

Having thus shown from the internal evidence of things, the cause that 
produced a change in the state of learning, and the motive for substituting 
the study of dead languages, in the place of the sciences, I proceed, in 
addition to the several observations, already made in the former part of 
this work, to compare, or rather to confront the evidence that the struc¬ 
ture of the universe affords, with the Christian system of religion; but, as 
I cannot begin this part better than by referring to the ideas that oc¬ 
curred to me at an early f>art of life, and which I doubt not have occurred 
in some degree to almost every other person at one time or other, I shall 
state what those ideas were, and add thereto such other matter as shall 
arise out of the subject, giving to the whole, by way of preface, a short 
introduction. 

My father being of the Quaker profession, it was my good fortune to 
have an exceeding good moral education, and a tolerable stock of useful 
learning. Though I went to the grammar school,* I did not learn Latin, 
not only because I had no inclination to learn languages, but because of 
the objection the Quakers have against the books in which the language 
is taught. But this did not prevent me from being acquainted with the 
subjects of all the Latin books used in the school. 

The natural bent of my mind was to science. I had some turn, and I 
believe some talent for poetry; but this I rather repressed than encour- 

♦Thc same school^ Tbetford in Norfolk, that the present Counsellor Mingay 
went to, ftnd under the same master. 
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aged, as leading too much into the field of imagination. As soon as I was 
aWe, I purchased a pair of globes, and attended the philosophical lectures 
of Martin and Ferguson, and became afterwards acquainted with Dr. 
Bevis, of the society, called the Royal Society, then living in the Temple, 
and an excellent astronomer. 

I had no disposition for what is called politics. It presented to my 
mind no Other idea than is contained in the word Jockeyship. When, 
therefore, I turned my thoughts towards matters of government, I had 
to form a system for myself, that accorded with the moral and philosophic 
principles in which I had been educated. I saw or at least I thought I saw, 
a vast scen e opening itself to the world in the affairs of America; and it 
appeared to me, that unless the Americans changed the plan they were 
then pursuing, with respect to the government of England, and decided 
themselves independent, they would not only involve themselves in a 
mulUplicity of new difficulties, but shut out the prospect that was then 
offering itself to mankind through their means. It was from these mo¬ 
tives that I published the work known by the name of “Common Sense," 
which is the first work I ever did publish; and so far as I can judge of 
myself, I believe I should never have been known in the wrld as an 
author, on any subject whatever, had it not been for the affairs of Amer¬ 
ica I wrote “Comsnon Sense" the latter end of the year 1775, and pub¬ 
lished it the first of January, 1776. Independence was declared the fourth 


of July following. 

Any person, who has made observations on the sUte and progress of 
the human mind, by observing his own, cannot but have observed, that 
there are two distinct classes of what are called Thoughts; those ^t we 
produce in ourselves by reflection and the act of think mg, and those 
that bolt into the mind of their own accord. I have always made it a rule 
to treat those voluntary visitors with civility, taking care to <^ine as 
well as I was able, if they were worth entertaining; and it is from them 
I have acquired almost aU the knowledge that I have. As to the learning 
that any person gains from school education, it serves o y, e a s 
capital, to put him in the way of beginning learning fm hi^f after- 
wids -Every person of learning is finally his own teacher, the reason of 
which is, that principles, being of a disUnct quality to 
cannot be impressed upon the memory ; their place of mental r^rme 

is the understanding, and they are never so lastmg as when they begm y 

conception. Thus mudi for the introductory part. 

From the time I was capable of 

by reflection, I either doubted the truth of the Christian system. 
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thought it to be a strange affair; I scarcely knew which it was: but I 
well remember, when about seven or eight years of age, hearing a sermon 
read by a relation of mine, who was a great devotee of the church, upon 
the subject of what is called redemption by the death of the Son of God, 
After the sermon was ended, I went into the garden, and as I was going 
down the garden steps (for I perfectly recollect the spot) I revolted at 
the recollection of what I had heard, and thought to myself that it \^'as 
making God Almighty act like a passionate man, that killed his son, when 
he could not revenge himself any other way; and as I was sure a man 
would be hanged that did such a thing, I could not see for what purpose 
they preached such sermons. This was not one of those kind of thoughts 
that had any thing in it of childish levity; it was to me a serious reflection, 
arising from the idea I had, that God was too good to do such an action, 
and also too almighty to be under any necessity of doing it. I believe in 
the same manner at this moment; and I moreover believe, that any system 
of religion that has any thing in it that shocks the mind of a child, cannot 
be a true system. 

It seems as if parents of the Christian profession were ashamed to tell 
their children any thing about the principles of their religion. They 
sometimes instruct them in morals, and talk to them of the goodness of 
what they call Providence; for the Christian mythology has five deities— 
there is God the Father, (}od the Son, God the Holy Ghost, the God 
Providence, and the Goddess Nature. But the Christian story of God the 
Father putting his son to death, or employing people to do it, (for that 
is the plain language of the story,) cannot be told by a parent to a child; 
and to tell him that it was done to make mankind happier and better, is 
making the story still worse, as if mankind could be improved by the 
e.xample of murder; and to tell him that all this is a mystery, is only 
making an excuse for the incredibility of it. 

How different is this to the pure and simple profession of Deism! The 
true Deist has but one Deity; and his religion consists in contemplating 
the power, wisdom, and benignity of the Deity in his works, and in en¬ 
deavoring to imitate him in every thing moral, scientifical, and me¬ 
chanical. 

The religion that approaches the nearest of all others to true Deism, in 
the moral and benign part thereof, is that professed by the Quakers: but 
they have contracted themselves too much, by leaving the works of God 
out of their system. Though I reverence their philanthropy, I cannot help 
smiling at the conceit, that if the taste of a (^tiaker could have been 
consulted at the creation, what a silent and drab-colored creation it would 
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have been! Not a flower would have blossomed its gaieties, nor a bird been 

permitted to sing. t u j 

Quitting these reflections, I proceed to other matters. After I had 
made myself master of the use of the globes, and of the orrery.* and 
conceived an idea of the infinity of space, and the eternal divisibility of 
matter, and obtained, at least, a general knowledge of what is called 
natural philosophy, I began to compare, or, as I have before said, to con¬ 
front the eternal evidence those things afford with the Christian system 
of faith. 

Though it is not a direct article of the Christian system, ^t this world 
that we inhabit, is the whole of the habitable creation, yet it is so worked 
up therewith, from what is called the Mosaic account of the Creation, the 
story of Eve and the apple, and the counterpart of that story, the death 
of the Son of God, that to believe otherwise, that is, to believe that God 
created a plurality of worlds, at least as numerous as what we call stars, 
renders the Christian system of faith at once little and ridiculous, and 
scatters it in the mind like feathers in the air. The two beliefs cannot be 
held together in the same mind; and he who thinks that he believes both, 
thought but little of either. 

Though the belief of a plurality of worlds was familiar to the ancients, 
it is only within the last three centuries that the extent and dimension 
of this globe that we inhabit have been ascertained. Several vessek, fol¬ 
lowing the tract of the ocean, have sailed entirely round the world, as a 
man may march in a circle, and come round by the contrary side of the 
circle to the spot he set out from. The circular dimensions of our worW, 
in the widest part, as a man would measure the widest round of an apple, 
or a ball, is only twenty-five thousand and twenty English nul«, ’’ecko^ 
ing sixty-nine mfles and an half to an equatorial degree, and may be 
sailed round in the space of about three years.* 

A world of this extent may, at first thought, appear to us to be great; 


•As this book may fall into the hands of persons who do not * 

orrery is, it b for their information I add thb note, m the j! 

the ^ of the thing. The orrery has its name from 
b a machinery of clock-work, representmg me um«i* m 
the revolution of the earth round itself and round the 
moon round the earth, the revoIuUon of the pbnets 
dbtances from the sun, as the centre of the whole ^y**^*^" 
from each other, and their different magnitudes, are represented as they really 

in what we call the heavens. . would sail 

•Allowing a ship to sad, on an average, three miles m m h^. shej^uW ^ 
entirely rouL the world in less than one year, if she could sail m a direct circle, 
but she is obliged to follow the course of the ocean. 
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but if we compare it with the immensity of space in which it is suspended, 
like a bubble or balloon in the air, it is infinitely less, in proportion, than 
the smallest grain of sand is to the size of the world, or the finest particle 
of dew to the whole ocean, and is therefore but small; and, as will be 
hereafter shown, is only one of a system of worlds, of which the universal 
creation is composed. 

It is not difficult to gain some faint idea of the immensity of space in 
which this and all the other worlds are suspended, if we foUow a progres¬ 
sion of ideas. When we think of the size or dimensions of a room, our 
ideas limit themselves to the walls, and there they stop; but when our 
eye, or our imagination darts into space, that is, when it looks upwards 
into what we call the open air, we cannot conceive any walls or boundaries 
it can have; and if for the sake of resting our ideas, we suppose a bound¬ 
ary, the question inunediately renews itself, and asks, what is beyond 
that boundary? and in the same manner, what beyond the next boundary? 
and so on till the fatigued imagination returns and says, there is no end. 
Certainly, then, the Creator was not pent for room, when he made this 
world no larger than it is; and we have to seek the reason in something 
else. 

If we take a survey of our own world, or rather of this, of which the 
Creator has given us the use, as our portion in the immense system of 
Creation, we find every part of it, the earth, the waters, and the air that 
surrounds it, filled, and, as it were, crowded with life, down from the 
largest a nim a l s that we know of to the smallest insects the naked eye ran 
behold, and from thence to others still smaller, and totally invisible with¬ 
out the assistance of the microscope. Every tree, every plant, every leaf, 
serves not only as an habitation, but as a world to some numerous race, 
tin animal existence becomes so exceedingly refined, that the effluvia of 
a blade of grass would be food for thousands. 

Smce then no part of our earth is left unoccupied, why is it to be sup¬ 
posed that the immensity of space is a naked void, lying in eternal waste? 
There is room for millions of worlds as large or larger than ours, and 
each of them millions of miles apart from each other. 

Having now amved at this point, if we carry our ideas only one 
thought further, we shall see, perhaps, the true reason, at least a very 
good reason, for our happiness, why the Creator, instead of making one 
immense world, extending over an immense quantity of space, h^^*^ pre¬ 
ferred dividing that quantity of matter into several distinct and separate 
worlds, which we call planets, of which our earth is one. But before I 
explain my ideas upon this subject, it is necessary (not for the sake of 
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those that already know, but for those who do not) to show what the sys- 
tem of the universe is. 

That part of the universe that is called the solar system (meaning the 
system of worlds to which our earth belongs, and of which Sol, or in 
English language, the Sun, is the centre) consists, besides the Sun, of 
six distinct orbs, or planets, or worlds, besides the secondary bodies, 
called the satellites or moons, of which our earth has one that attends 
her in her annual revolution round the Sun, in like manner as other satd- 
lites or moons, attend the planets or worlds to which they severally 
belong, as may be seen by the assistance of the telescope. 

The Sun is the centre, round which those six worlds or planets revolve 
at different distances therefrom, and in circles concentrate to each other. 
Each world keeps constantly in nearly the same tr^ round the Sun, 
and continues, at the same time, turning round itself, in nearly an upright 
posiUon, as a top turns round itself when it is spinning on the ground, 
and leans a little sideways. 

It is this leaning of the earth (23J4 degrees) that occasions summer 
and winter, and the different length of days and nights. If the earth 
turned round itself in a position perpendicular to the plane or level of the 
circle it moves in around the Sun, as a top turns round when it stands 
erect on the ground, the days and nights would be always of the same 
length, twelve hours day and twelve hours night, and the seasons would 

be uniformly the same throughout the year. it •* 

Every time that a planet (our earth for example) turns round itself, it 
makes what we call day and night; and every time it goes entirely 
the Sun, it makes what we caU a year, consequenUy our world turns three 
hundred and sixty-five times round itself, in going once round the Sun. 

The names that the ancients gave to those six worlds, and which are 
still called by the same names, are Mercury, Venus, this world that we 
call ours. Mars, Jupiter, and Saturn. They appear larger to the eye thM 
the stars, being many million miles nearer to our earth than any o e 
stars are. The planet Venus is that which is called the evening sm, a^ 
sometimes the morning star, as she happens to set after, or rise before the 
Sun, which in either case, is never more than three hours. 

The Sun, as before said, being the centre, the planet, or world, ocNtst 
the Sun, is Mercury; his dbtance from the Sun is thirty-four mOlion 
miles, and he moves round in a circle always at that distance from the 


• Those who suDDosed that the Sun went round the earth every 24 houis, made 
the that a coot would do in fact, that should^the fire go 

round the meat, instead of the meat turning round itseU towards the fire. 


320 


SELECTED WORK OF TOM PAINE 


Sun, as a top may be supposed to spin round in the track in which a horse 
goes in a mill. The second world is Venus, she is fifty-seven million miles 
distant from the Sun, and consequently moves round in a circle much 
greater than that of Mercury. The third world is that we inhabit, and 
which is aghty-eight million miles distant from the Sun, and consequently 
moves round in a circle greater than that of Venus. The fourth world is 
Mars, he is distant from the Sun one hundred and thirty-four million 
miles, and consequently moves round in a circle greater than that of 
our earth. The fifth is Jupiter, he is distant from the Sun five hundred 
and fifty-seven million miles, and consequently moves round in a circle 
greater than that of Mars. The sixth world is Saturn, he is distant from 
the Sun seven hundred and sixty-three million mfles, and consequently 
nwves round in a circle that surrounds the circles, or orbits, of all the 
other worlds or planets. 

The space, therefore, in the air, or in the immensity of space, that 
our solar system takes up for the several worlds to perform their revolu¬ 
tions in round the Sun, is of the extent in a straight line of the whole 
diameter of the orbit or circle, in which Saturn moves round the Sun, 
which being double his distance from the Sun, is fifteen hundred and 
twenty-six million miles: and its circular extent is nearly five thousand 
million; and its globical content is almost three thousand five hundred 
million times three thousand five hundred million square miles.* 

But this, immense as it is, is only one system of worlds. Beyond this, 
at a vast distance into space, far beyond all power of calculation, are the 
stars called the fixed stars. They are called fixed, because they have no 
revolutionary motion, as the six worlds or planets have that I have been 
describing. Those fixed stars continue always at the same distance from 
each other, and always in the same place, as the Sun does in the centre of 
our system. The probability, therefore, is, that each of those fixed stars 

^ If it should be asked, how can man know these things I have one plain answer 
to give, which is, that man knows how to calculate an eclipse, and also how to 
calculate to a minute of time when the planet Venus, in making her revolutions 
round the Sun, will come in a straight line between our earth and the Sun, and wiD 
appear to us about the size of a large pea passing across the face of the Sun. This 
happens but twice in about an hundred years, at the distance of about eight years 
from each other, and has happened twice in our time, both of which were forekiMwn 
by calculation. It can also be known when they will happen again for a thousand 
years to come, or to any other portion of time. As, therefore, man could not be 
able to do these things if he did not understand the solar system, and the manner 
in which the revolutions of the several planets or worlds are performed, the fact of 
calculating an eclipse, or a transit of Venus, b a proof in point that the knowledge 
exists; and as to a few thousand, or even a few million mil^, more or less, it 
scarcely any sensible difierence in such immense di<ianr<^. 
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is ^so a Sun, round which another system of worlds or planets, though too 
remote for os to discover, performs its revolutions, as our system of 
worlds does round our central Sun. 

By this easy progression of ideas, the immensity of space will appear 
to us to be filled with s 3 ^tems of worlds; and that no part of space lies at 
waste, any more than any part of the globe or earth and water is left 
unoccupied. 

Having thus endeavoured to convey, in a familiar and easy manner, 
some idea of the structure of the universe, I return to explain what I 
before alluded to, namely, the great benefits arising to man in conse¬ 
quence of the Creator having made a plurality of worlds, such as our 
system is, consisting of a central Sun and six worlds besides satellites, in 
preference to that of creating one world only of a vast extent. 

It is an idea I have never lost sight of, that all our knowledge of 
science is derived from the revolutions (exhibited to our eye and from 
thence to our understanding) which those Mveral planets or worlds, of 
which our system is composed, make in their circuit round the Sun. 

Had then the quantity of matter which these six worlds contain been 
blended into one solitary globe, the consequence to us would have be^, 
that either no revolutionary motion would have existed, or not a suffi¬ 
ciency of it to give us the idea and the knowledge of science we now have; 
and it is from the sciences that all the mechanical arts that contribute so 
much to our earthly feUcity and comfort, are derived. 

As, therefore, the Creator made nothing in vain, so ^ must it w 
believed that He organized the structure of the universe in the most ad¬ 
vantageous manner for the benefit of man; and as we see, and from 
experience feel, the benefits we derive from the structure of the univerw, 
formed as it is, which benefits we should not have had the opportunity 
of enjoying, if the structure, so far as relates to our system, had ^ a 
solitary globe—we can discover at least one reason why a plurality of 
worlds has been made, and that reason calls forth the devoUonal graU- 

tude of man, as well as his admiration. . . c. 

But it is not to us, the inhabitants of this globe, only, that the benefits 
arising from a plurality of worlds are limited. The inhabitants of each of 
the worlds of which our system is composed, enjoy the same oj^rtuniUes 
of knowledge as we do. They behold the revolutionary motions of our 
earth, as we behold theirs. All the planeU revolve in sight of «ch other; 
and, therefore, the same universal school of science presents itself to all. 

Neither does the knowledge stop here. The system of worlds next to 
us exhibits, in its revolutions, the same principles and school of science. 
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to the inhabitants of their system, as our system does to us, and in like 
manner throughout the immensity of space. 

Our ideas, not only of the almightiness of the Creator, but of his wis¬ 
dom and his beneficence, become enlarged in proportion as we contem¬ 
plate the extent and the structure of the universe. The solitary idea of a 
solitary world, rolling or at rest in the immense ocean of space, gives 
place to the cheerful idea of a society of worlds, so happily contrived as 
to administer, even by their motion, instruction to man. We see our own 
earth filled with abundance; but we forget to consider how much of that 
abundance is owing to the scientific knowledge the vast machinery of the 
universe has unfolded. 

But, in the midst of those reflections, what are we to think of the 
Christian system of faith, that forms itself upon the idea of only one 
world, and that of no greater extent, as is before shown, fhan twenty-five 
thousand miles? An extent which a man, walking at the rate of three miles 
an hour, for twelve hours in the day, could he keep on in a circular direc- 
Uon, would walk entirely round in less than two years. Alas! what is this 
to the mighty ocean of space, and the almighty power of the Creatorl 
From whence then could arise the solitary and strange conceit, that 
the Almighty, who had millions of worlds equally dependent on his pro¬ 
tection, should quit the care of all the rest, and come to die in our world, 
because, they say, one man and one woman had eaten an apple! And, on 
the other hand, are we to supp>ose that every world in the boundless crea¬ 
tion, had an Eve, an apple, a serpent and a redeemer? In this case, the 
p^son who is irreverenUy called the Son of God, and sometimes God 
himself, would have nothing else to do than to travel from world to world, 
in an endless succession of death, with scarcely a momentary interval of 
life. 

It has been by rejecting the evidence, that the word or works of God 
in the creation affords to our senses, and the acUon of our reason upon 
that evidence, that so many wild and whimsical systems of faith, and of 
religion, have been fabricated and set up. There may be many systems of 
religion, that so far from being morally bad, are in many respects morally 
good, but there can be but one that is true; and that one necessarily 
must, as it ever will, be in all things consistent with the ever existing 
word of God that we behold in his works. But such is the strange con¬ 
struction of the Christian system of faith, that every evidence the Heavens 
afford to m^, either directly contradicts it, or renders it absurd. 

It is po^ible to believe, and I alwa 3 frs feel pleasure in encouraging my¬ 
self to beheve it, that there have been men in the world, who p)ersuade 


323 


THE AGE OP REASON 

tbonselves that, what is called a pious jraud, might at least under par¬ 
ticular circumstances, be productive of some good. But the fraud being 
once established, could not afterwards be explained; for it is with a pious 
fraud as with a bad action, it begets a calamitous necessity of going on. 

The persons who first preached the Christian system of faith, and in 
some measure combined it with the morality preached by Jesus Christ, 
might persuade themselves that it was better than the heathen mythology 
that then prevailed. From the first preachers the fraud went on to the 
second, and to the third, till the idea of its being a pious fraud became lost 
in the belief of its being true; and that belief became again encouraged 
by the interests of those who made a livdihood by preaching it. 

But thou^ such a belief might, by such means, be rendered almost 
general among the laity, it is next to impossible to account for the con¬ 
tinual persecution carried on by the church, for several hundred years, 
against the sciences, and against the professors of sciences, if the church 
had not some record or tradition, that it was originally no other th^ a 
pious fraud, or did not foresee, that it could not be maintained against 
the evidence that the structure of the universe afforded. 

Having thus shown the irreconcileable inconsistencies between the real 
word of God existing in the universe and that which is called the word 
oj God, as shown to us in a printed book that any man might make, I 
proceed to speak of the three principal means that have been employed 
in all ages, and perhaps in all countries, to impose upon mankind. 

Those three means are Mystery, Miracle, and Prophesy. The two first 
are incompatible with true religion, and the third ought always to be 
su^)ected. 

With respect to mystery, every thing we behold is, in one sense, a 
mystery to us. Our own existence is a mystery; the whole vegeUble world 
is a mystery. We cannot account how it is that an acorn, when put into 
the ground, is made to develope itself, and become an oak. We know not 
how it is that the seed we sow unfolds and multiplies itself, and returns 
to us such an abundant interest for so small a capital. 

The fact, however, as distinct from the operating cause, is not a 
mystery, because we see it; and we know also the means we are to use, 
which is no other than putting seed in the ground.—We know, therefore, 
as much as is necessary for us to know; and that part of the operation that 
we do not know, and which if we did we could not perform, the Creator 
takes upon himself and performs it for us. We are, therefore, better off 
than if we had been let into the secret, and left to do it for ourselves. 

But though every created thing is, in this sense, a mystery, the word 
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mystery cannot be applied to moral truth, any more than obscurity can 
be applied to light. The God in whom we believe is a God of moral truth, 
and not a God of mystery or obscurity. Mystery is the antagonist of 
truth. It is a fog of human invention, that obscures truth, and represents it 
in distortion. Truth never envelopes itself in m 3 ^tery; and the mystery 
in which it is at any time enveloped, is the work of its antagonist, and 
never of itself. 

Religion, therefore, being the belief of a God, and the practice of moral 
truth, cannot have connection with mystery. The belief of a God, so far 
from having any thing of mystery in it, is of all behefs the most easy, 
because it arises to us, as is before observed, out of necessity. And the 
practice of moral truth, or, in other words, a practical imitation of the 
moral goodness of God, is no other than our acting towards each other as 
he acts benignly towards all. We cannot serve God in the manner we 
serve those who cannot do without such service; and, therefore, the only 
idea we can have of serving God, is that of contributing to the happiness 
of the living creation that God has made. This cannot be done by retiring 
ourselves from the society of the world, and spending a recluse life in 
selfish devotion. 

The very nature and design of religion, if I may so express it, prove, 
even to demonstration, that it must be free from every thing of mystery, 
and unincumbered with every thing that is mysterious. Religion, con¬ 
sidered as a duty, is incumbent upon every living soul alike, and, there¬ 
fore, must be on a level to the understanding and comprehension of all. 
Man does not learn religion as he learns the secrets and mysteries of a 
trade. He learns the theory of religion by reflection. It arises out of the 
action of his own mind upon the things which he sees, or upon what he 
may happen to hear or to read, and the practice joins itself thereto. 

When men, whether from policy or pious fraud, set up systems of 
religion incompatible with the word or works of God in the creation, 
and not only above, but repugnant to human comprehension, they were 
under the necessity of inventing or adopting a word that should serve as 
a bar to all questions, inquiries and speculations. The word mystery 
angered this purpose; and thus it has happened that religion, which is 
in itself without mysteiy, has been corrupted into a fog of mysteries. 

As mystery answered all general purposes, miracle followed as an occa¬ 
sional auxiliary. The former served to bewilder the mind; the latter to 
puzzle the senses. The one was the lingo, the other the l^erderaain. 

But before going further into this subject, it will be proper to inquire 
what is to be understood by a miracle. 
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In the same sense that every thing may be said to be a mysteiy, so 
also may it be said that every thing is a miracle, and that no one thing is 
a greater miracle than another. The elephant, though larger, is not a 
greater miracle than a mite; nor a mountain a greater miracle than an 
atom. To an almighty power, it is no more difficult to make the one than 
the other; and no more difficult to make a million of worlds than to make 
one. Every thing, therefore, is a miracle, in one sense, whilst in the other 
sense, there is no such thing as a miracle. It is a mirade when compared 
to our power, and to our comprehension; it is not a miracle compared to 
the power that performs it; but as nothing in this descripUon conveys the 
idea that is affixed to the word mirade, it is necessary to carry the inquiry 

further. u- v u * 

Mankind have conceived to themselves certain laws, by which what 

they call nature is supposed to act; and that a miracle is something con¬ 
trary to the operation and effect of those laws, but unless we know the 
whole extent of those laws, and of what are commonly called the powers 
of nature, we are not able to judge whether any thing that may appear to 
us wonderful or miraculous, be within, or be beyond, or be contrary to, 
her natural power of acting. 

The ascension of a man several miles high into the air, would have 
every thing in it that constitutes the idea of a miracle, if it were not 
known that a species of air can be generated several times lighter than 
the common atmospheric air, and yet possess elasticity enough to prevent 
the balloon, in which that Ught air is endosed, from being compress^ 
into as many times less bulk, by the common air that surrounds it. In 
like manner, extracting flames or sparks of fire from the human body, as 
visible as from a sted struck with a flint, and causing iron or steel to move 
without any visible agent, would also give the idea of a miracle, if we 
were not acquainted with electricity and magnetism; so also would m^ 
other experiments in natural phUosophy, to those who are not acquamted 
with the subject. The restoring persons to life, who are to appear^e 
dead, as is practised upon drowned persons, would also be a “‘racle, if it 
were not known that animation is capable of being suspended without 

**BLw«"these, there are performances by slight of hand, and by 
sons acting in concert, that have a miraculous appearance, which when 
known, are thought nothing of. And, besides th^, Uiere are me^ani(^ 
and optical decepUons. There is now an exhibition in Paris of ghoste 
spectres, which, though it is not imposed upon the spectator as a fact 
has an astonishing appearance. As, therefore, we know not the extent to 
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which either nature or art can go, there is no criterion to determine what a 
miracle is; and mankind, in giving credit to appearances, under the idea 
of their being miracles, are subject to be continually imposed upon. 

Since then appearances are so capable of deceiving, and things not 
real have a strong resemblance to things that are, nothing can be more 
inconsistent than to suppose that the Almighty would make use of means, 
such as are called miracles, that would subject the person who performed 
them to the suspicion of being an impostor, and the p>erson who related 
them to be suspected of l 5 dng, and the doctrine intended to be supported 
thereby to be suspected as a fabulous invention. 

Of all the modes of evidence that ever were intended to obtain belief 
to any sjrstem or opinion to which the name of religion has been given, 
that of miracle, however successful the imposition may have been, is the 
most inconsistent. For, in the first place, whenever recourse is had to 
show, for the purpose of procuring that belief, (for a miracle, under any 
idea of the word, is a show,) it implies a lameness or weakness in the 
doctrine that is preached. And, in the second place, it is degrading the 
Almighty into the character of a show-man, playing tricks to amuse and 
make the people stare and wonder. It is also the most equivocal sort of 
evidence that can be set up; for the belief is not to depend upon the thing 
called a miracle, but upon the credit of the reporter, who says that he 
saw it; and, therefore, the thing, were it true, would have no better chance 
of being believed than if it were a lie. 

Suppose I were to say, that when I sat down to write thw book, a hand 
presented itself in the air, took up the p>en and wrote every word that is 
herein written; would any body believe me? Certainly they would not. 
Would they believe me a whit the more if the thing had been a fact; 
certainly they would not. Since then a real miracle, were it to happen, 
would be subject to the same fate as the falsehood, the inconsistency 
becomes the greater, of supposing the Almighty would make use of means 
that would not answer the purpose for which they were intended, even 
if they were real. 

If we are to suppose a miracle to be something so entirely out of the 
course of what is called nature, that she must go out of that course to 
accomplish it, and we see an account given of such miracle by the person 
who said he saw it, it raises a question in the mind very easily decided, 
which is, is it more probable that nature should go out of her course, or 
that a man should tell a lie? We have never seen, in our time, nature go 
out of her course; but we have good reason to believe that millions of lies 
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have been told in the same time; it is, therefore, at least millions to one, 
that the reporter of a miracle tells a lie. 

The story of the whale swallowing Jonah, though a whale is large 
enough to do it, borders greatly on the marvellous; but it would have 
approached nearer to the idea of miracle, if Jonah had swallowed the 
whale. In this, which may serve for all cases of miracles, the matter 
would decide itself, as before stated, namely, is it more probable that a 
man should have swallowed a whale or told a lie. 

But supposing that Jonah had really swallowed the whale, and gone 
with it in his belly to Ninevah, and to convince the people that it was 
true, have cast it up in their sight, of the full length and size of a whale, 
would they not have believed him to have been the devil, instead of a 
prophet? or, if the whale had carried Jonah to Ninevah, and cast him up 
in the same public manner, would they not have believed the whale to 
have been the devil, and Jonah one of his imps. 

The most extraordinary of all the things called miracles, related in the 
New Testament, is that of the devil flying away with Jesus Christ, and 
carrying him to the top of a high mountain; and to the top of the highest 
pinnacle of the temple, and showing him and promising to him all the 
kingdoms of the world. How happened it that he did not discover Amer¬ 
ica; or is it only with kingdoms that his sooty highness has any interest? 

I have too much respect for the moral character of Christ, to believe 
that he told this whale of a miracle himself: neither is it easy to account 
for what purpose it could have been fabricated, unless it were to impose 
upon the connoisseurs of miracles, as is sometimes practised upon the 
connoisseurs of Queen Anne’s far things, and collectors of relics and 
antiquities; or to render the belief of miracles, ridiculous, by outdoing 
miracles, as Don Quixotte outdid chivalry; or to embarrass the belief of 
miracles, by making it doubtful by what power, whether of God or the 
Devil, any thing called a miracle was performed. It requires, however, 
a great deal of faith in the devil to believe this miracle. 

In every point of view in which those things called miracles can be 
placed and considered, the reality of them is improbable, and their exist¬ 
ence unnecessary. They would not, as before observed, answer any useful 
purpose, even if they were true; for it is more difiicult to obtain belief to 
a miracle, to a principle evidently moral, without any miracle. Moral 
principle sp)eaks universally for itself. Miracle could be but a thing of 
the moment, and seen but by a few; after this it requires a transfer of 
faith from God to man to believe a miracle upon man’s report. Instead, 
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therefore, of admitting the recitals of miracles as evidence of any S 3 rstem 
of religion being true, they ought to be considered as symptoms of its 
being fabulous. It is necessary to the full and upright character of truth 
that it rejects the crutch; and it is consistent with the character of fable, 
to seek the aid that truth rejects. Thus much for mystery and miracle. 

As mystery and miracle took charge of the past and the present, proph¬ 
esy took charge of the future, and rounded the tenses of faith. It was not 
sufficient to know what had been done, but what would be done. The 
supposed prophet was the supposed historian of times to come; and if 
he happened, in shooting with a long bow of a thousand years, to strike 
within a thousand miles of a mark, the ingenuity of posterity could make 
it point-blank; and if he happened to be directly wrong, it was only to 
suppose, as in the case of Jonah and Ninevah, that God had repented 
himself and changed his mind. What a fool do fabulous systems make of 
man! 

It has been shown, in a former part of this work, that the original mean¬ 
ing of the words prophet and prophesying has been changed, and that a 
prophet, in the sense of the word as now used, is a creature of modem 
invention; and it is owing to this change in the meaning of the words, that 
the flights and metaphors of the Jewish poets, and phrases and expres¬ 
sions now rendered obscure, by our not being acquainted with the local 
circumstances to which they applied at the time they were used, have 
been erected into prophecies, and made to bend to explanations, at the 
will and whimsical conceits of sectaries, expounders and commentators. 
Every thing unintelligible was prophetical, and every thin g insignificant 
was typical. A blunder would have served as a prophecy; and a dish- 
dout for a type. 

If by a prophet we are to suppose a man, to whom the Almighty com¬ 
municated some event that would take place in future, either there were 
such men, or there were not. If there were, it is consistent to believe that 
the event so commumcated, would be told in terms that could be under¬ 
stood ; and not related in such a loose and obscure manner as to be out of 
the comprehensions of those that heard it, and so equivocal as to fit almost 
any circumstance that might happen afterwards. It is conceiving very 
irreverently of the Almighty, to suppose he would deal in this jesting 
manner with mankind; yet all the things called prop>hesies in the book 
called the Bible, come under this description. 

But it is with prophecy as it is with mirade; it could not answer the 
purpose even if it were real. Those to whom a prophecy should be told, 
could not tell whether the man prophesied or lied, or whether it had been 


329 


THE AGE OF REASON 

revealed to him, or whether he conceited it; and if the thing that he 
prophesied, or intended to prophecy, should happen, or something like 
it, among the multitude of things that are daily happening, nobody could 
again know whether he foreknew it, or guessed at it, or whether it was 
accidental. A prophet, therefore, is a character useless and unnecessary; 
and the safe side of the case is, to guard against being imposed upon by 
not giving credit to such relations. 

Upon the whole, mystery, miracle, and prophecy, are appendages that 
belong to fabulous and not to true religion. They are the means by which 
so many Lo heres! and Lo tkeres! have been ^read about the world, and 
rdigion been made into a trade. The success of one imposter gave en¬ 
couragement to another, and the quieting salvo of doing some good by 
keeping up a pious fraud protected them from remorse. 

Having now extended the subject to a greater length than I first in¬ 
tended, I shall bring it to a close by abstracting a summary from the 
whole. 

First—That the idea or belief of a word of God existing in print, or 
in writing, or in speech, is inconsistent in itself for reasons already a^ 
signed. These reasons, among many others, are the want of an uni¬ 
versal language; the mutability of language; the errors to which transla¬ 
tions are subject; the possibility of totally suf>pressing such a word; tlw 
probability of altering it, or of fabricating the whole, and imposing it 
upon the world. 

Secondly—That the Creation we behold is the real and ever existing 
word of God, in which we caimot be deceived. It proclauns his power, it 
demonstrates his wisdom, it manifests his goodness and beneficence. 

Thirdly—That the moral duty of man consists in imitating the moral 
goodness and beneficence of God manifested in the creation towards all 
his creatures. That seeing as we dady do the goodness of God to all men, 
it is an example calling upon all men to practise the same towards each 
other; and, consequently, that every thing of persecution and revenge 
between man and man, and every thing of cruelty to animals, is a viola¬ 
tion of moral duty. 

I trouble not myself about the manner of future existence. I content 
myself with believing, even to positive conviction, that the power that 
gave me existence is able to continue it, in any form and manner he 
pleases, either with or without this body; and it appears more probable 
to me that I shaD continue to exist hereafter, than that I should have had 
existence, as I now have, before that existence began. 

It is certain that, in one point, all nations of the earth and all religions 
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agree; aU believe in a God; the things in which they disagree, are the 
redundandes annexed to that belief; and, therefore, if ever an universal 
reUgion should prevail, it will not be believing any thing new, but in get¬ 
ting rid of redundandes, and believing as man believed at first. Adam, if 
ever there was such a man, was created a Deist; but in the mean time, 
let every man follow, as he has a right to do, the religion and the worship 
he prefers. 


☆ 

Paine, shortly after his release from prison, wrote a second part 
to The Age of Reason. In this, he adds litUe to the searching moral 
mquiry of the first part, and his dissection of the Bible has only an 
antique interest today. Only the first part is included here, and it 
should be noted that it is the first part which is usually referred to 
when one speaks of The Age of Reason. 


FIVE 


Jitter to Washington 


N presenting Paine’s Letter to Washington, it pays to speculate 
once more on how different his career would have been had he 



remained in America and played his part in the great struggle 


for democracy and against the Hamiltonians that Jefferson led. 
Had he done so, he would have understood, as Jefferson so well did, 
how innocent Washington was of any complicity in the Federa^t 
plot to destroy the republic; he would have recognized, along with 
Jefferson, the lonely and rather forlorn devotion of the President to 
the United States. And he would have known, as Jefferson knew so 
well, how the Federalist plotters, led by Alexander Hamilton and 
Aaron Burr and John Adams, traduced and falsified, for America, 
the nature of the revolution in France. 

But Paine was not in America, and only distance, ill-fortime, 
and his sufferings in prison can explain his headlong attack upon 
George Washington. Remember that Paine adored Washington; 
that during the revolution they were comrades in arms; that 
again and again Paine proclaimed his immense esteem of the 
commander-in-chief. Remember that Paine dedicated Rights of 
Man to Washington. But remember this, too, that after the Amer¬ 
ican Constitutional Convention, the Federalists, a thoroughly un¬ 
principled and reactionary group of men, gained control of the 
country, swindling the old soldiers, attacking the patriots, using the 
Supreme Court as the first step to set up a dictatorship, dealing 
illegally with foreign governments, plotting, buying, selling, work¬ 
ing so fervaiUy to wreck the American RepubUc that a second 
revolution was needed to drive them to their boles. 
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And remember that Paine saw this from France. When America 
could have supported France whole-heartedly and perhaps changed 
the future bloody history of Europe, Paine saw America, under the 
Federalists, betray France and abandon her. It would have taken a 
Paine as objective as the man he had been a decade before to s^ 
arate Washington from the men around him; and Paine was not the 
same man he had been once. Moreover when, during his long im¬ 
prisonment, Paine appealed again and again for help to the country 
he had once served, he was as often refused, and allowed to lan¬ 
guish, fall sick, and join the list of victims for whom the guillotine 
waited. This was actually the doing of Gouvemeur Morris, an old 
personal enemy of Paine. Washington was in no way involved, nor 
is it likely that he knew the truth of Paine’s imprisonment; but 
Paine, after all his suffering, could not believe that Washington had 
not deliberately deserted him. 

Keep all of that in mind as you read Paine’s letter to Washington. 
Accept the clear and damning indictment of the Federalists, for that 
was the old Paine, mourning the rise of reaction in a country he had 
once fought for; but understand that when he speaks of Washing¬ 
ton, Tom Paine is an old and sickly man, who, abandoned by all, 
turned on a great good man who was once his comrade. 


TO GEORGE WASHINGTON, 

PRESIDENT OF THE XWITED STATES. 

Paris, September 20, 1795. 

Sir, 

I had written you a letter by Mr. Letombe, French consul, but, at the 
request of Mr. Monroe, I withdrew it, and the letter is still by me. I was 
the more easily prevailed upon to do this, as it was then my intention to 
have returned to America the latter end of the present year (1795;) but 
the illness I now suffer prevents me. In case I had come, I should have 
applied to you for such parts of your official letters (and your private 
ones, if )rou had chosen to give them) as contained any instructions or 
directions either to Mr. Monroe, to Mr. Morris, or to any other person, 
respecting me; for after you were informed of my imprisonment in 
France, it was incumbent on you to have made some enquiry into the 
cause, as you might very well conclude that I had not the opportunity of 
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informing you of it. I cannot understand your silence upon this subject 
upon any other ground, than as connivance at my imprisonment; and 
this is the manner it is understood here, and will be understood in Amer¬ 
ica, unless you will give me authority for contradicting it. I therefore 
write you this letter, to propose to you to send me copies of any letters 
you have written, that I may remove this suspicion. In the preface to the 
Second Part of the Age of Reason, I have given a memorandum from the 
hand-writing of Robespierre, in which he proposed a degree of accusation 
against me, “for the interest of America as well as of France^ He could 
have no cause for putting America in the case, but by interpreting the 
silence of the American government into connivance and consent. I was 
imprisoned on the ground of being bom in England; and your silence in 
not enquiring the cause of that imprisonment, and reclaiming me against 
it, was tacitly giving me up. I ought not to have susjDected you of treach¬ 
ery; but whether I recover from the illness I now suffer, or not, I shall 
continue to think you treacherous, till you give me cause to think other¬ 
wise. I am sure you would have found yourself more at your ease, had 
you acted by me as you ought; for whether your desertion of me was 
intended to gratify the Elnglish government, or to let me fall into destruc¬ 
tion in France, that you might exclaim the louder against the French 
revolution; or whether you hoped by my extinction to meet with less 
opposition in mounting up the American government; either of these wOl 
involve you in reproach you will not easily shake off. 

Thob£as Paine. 

Here follows the letter above alluded to, which had been withdrawn: 


TO GEORGE WASHINGTON, 

PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES. 

Paris, February 22, 1795. 

Sir, 

As it is always painful to rq>roach those one would wish to respect, 
it is not without some difficulty that I have taken the resolution to write 
to you. The danger to which I have been exposed cannot have been un¬ 
known to you, and the guarded silence you have observed upon that cir¬ 
cumstance, is what I ought not to have expected from you, either as a 
friend or as President of the United States. 

“You knew enough of my character, to be assured that I could not have 
deserved imprisonment in France; and, without knowing any thing more 
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than this, you had sufficient ground to have taken some interest for my 
safety. Every motive arising from recollection ought to have suggested 
to you the consistency of such a measure. But I cannot find that you have 
so much as directed an enquiry to be made whether I was in prison or at 
liberty, dead or alive; what the cause of that impnsonment was, or 
whether there was any service or assistance you could render. Is this 
what I ought to have expected from America, after the part I have acted 
towards her? Or will it redound to her honor or to your’s that I tell the 
story? I do not hesitate to say, that you have not served America with 
more fidelity, or greater zeal, or more disinterestedness, than myself, and 
perhaps not with better effect. After the revolution of America had been 
established, you rested at home to partake its advantages, and I ventured 
into new scenes of difficulty to extend the principles which that revolu¬ 
tion had produced. In the progress of events, you beheld yourself a presi¬ 
dent in America, and me a prisoner in France; you folded your arms, 
forgot your friend, and became silent. 

‘^As every thing I have been doing in Europe was connected with my 
wishes for the prosperity of America, I ought to be the more surprised 
at this conduct on the part of her government. It leaves me but one mode 
of explanation, which is, that every thing is not as it ought to be amongst 
you, and that the presence of a man who might disapprove, and who had 
credit enough with the country to be heard and believed, was not wished 
for. This was the operating motive with the despotic faction that im¬ 
prisoned me in France, (though the pretence was, that I was a foreigner,) 
and those that have been silent and inactive towards me in .America, ap¬ 
pear to me to have acted from the same motive. It is impiossible for me 
to discover any other. 

After the pyart I have taken in the revolution of America, it is natural 
that I feel interested in whatever relates to her character and prosperity. 
Though I am not on the spot to see what is immediately acting there, 

I see some part of what she is acting in Europe. For your own sake, as 
well as for that of America, I was both surprised and concerned at the 
appointment of Govemeur Morris, to be Minister to France. His conduct 
has proved, that the opinion I had formed of that appiointment was well 
founded. I wrote that opinion to Mr. Jefferson at the time, and I was 
frank enough to say the same thing to Morris, that it was an unfortunate 
appointment. His prating, insignificant pomposity rendered him at once 
offensive, suspected, and ridiculous; and his total neglect of all business, 
had so disgusted the Americans, that they proposed drawing up a protest 
against him. He carried this n^ect to such an extreme, that it was neces- 
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sary to inform him of it; and I asked him one day, if he did not feel him¬ 
self ashamed to take the money of the country, and do notUng for it? 
But Morris is so fond of profit and voluptuousness, that he cares nothing 
about character. Had he not been removed at the time he was, I think his 
conduct would have precipitated the two countries into a rupture; and 
in this case, hated systematically as America b, and ever will be, by the 
British government, and at the same time suspected by France, the com¬ 
merce of America would have fallen a prey to both. 

If the inconsistent conduct of Morris exposed the interest of America 
to some hazard in France, the pusillanimous conduct of Mr. Jay in Eng¬ 
land has rendered the American government contemprible in Europe. Is 
it possible that any man, who has contributed to the independence of 
America, and to free her from the tyranny and injustice of the British 
government, can read without shame and indignation the note of Jay to 
Grenville? It is a satire upon the Declaration of Independence, and an 
encouragement to the British government to treat America with con¬ 
tempt. At the time this minister of petitions was acting this miserable 
p>art, he had every means in his hands to enable him to have done his busi¬ 
ness as he ought. The success or failure of his mission depended upon the 
success or failure of the French arms. Had France failed, Mr. Jay might 
have put his humble petition in his pocket, and gone home. The case hap¬ 
pened to be otherwise, and he has sacrificed the honor, and perhaps the 
advantage of it, by turning petitioner. I take it for granted, that he w^ 
sent over to demand indemnification for the captured property; and, in 
this case, if he thought he wanted a preamble to his demand, he might 
have said, “That, though the government of England might suppose it- 
“self imder the necessity of seizing American property bound to France, 
“yet that supposed necessity could not preclude indenmification to the 
“proprietors, who, acting under the authority of their own government, 
“were not accountable to any other.” But Mr. Jay sets out with an im¬ 
plied recognition of the right of the British government to seize and con¬ 
demn: for he enters his complaint against the irregularity of the seizures, 
and the condemnation, as if they were reprehensible only by not being 
conformable to the terms of the proclamation under which they were 
seized. Instead of being the envoy of a government, he goes over like a 
lawyer to demand a new trial. I can hardly help thinking that Grenville 
wrote that note himself, and Jay signed it; for the style of it is domestic 
and not diplomatic. The term, his Majesty, used without any descriptiw 
epithet, always signifies the King whom the minister represents. If this 
sinking of the demand into a petition was a juggle between Grenville and 
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Jay to cover the indemnification, I think it will end in another juggle, that 
of never paying the money; and be made use of aftenvards to preclude 
the right of demanding it: for Mr. Jay has virtually disowned the right 
by appealing to the magnanimity of his Majesty against the capturers. 
He has made this magnanimous Majesty the umpire in the case, and the 
government of the United States must abide by the decision. If, Sir, I turn 
some part of this business into ridicule, it is to avoid the unpleasant sen¬ 
sation of serious indignation. 

‘‘Among other things which I confess I do not understand, is your 
proclamation of neutrality. This has always ap{>eared to me as an as¬ 
sumption on the part of the executive. But passing this over, as a dis¬ 
putable case, and considering it only as political, the consequence has 
been that of sustaining the losses of war, without the balance of reprisals. 
When the profession of neutrality, on the psrt of America, was answered 
by hostilities on the part of Britain, the object and intention of that neu¬ 
trality existed no longer; and to maintain it after this, was not only to 
encourage farther insults and depredations, but was an informal breach 
of neutrality towards France, by passively contributing to the aid of her 
enemy. That the government of England considered the American gov¬ 
ernment as pus i lla nim ous, is evident from the increasing insolence of the 
conduct of the former towards the latter, till the affair of General Wayne. 
She then saw that it might be possible to kick a government into some 
degree of spirit. So far as the proclamation of neutrality was intended to 
prevent a dissolute spirit of privateering in America under foreign colors, 
it was undoubtedly laudable; but to continue it as a government neutral- 
ity, after the commerce of America was made war upon, was submission 
and not neutrality. I have heard so much about this thing called neutral¬ 
ity, that I know not if the ungenerous and dishonorable silence (for I 
must call it such,) that has been observed by your part of the government 
towards me, during my imprisonment, has not in some measure arisen 
from that policy. 

‘Though I have written you this letter, you ought not to suppose it 
has been an agreeable undertaking to me. On the contrairy, I assure you, 
it has caused me some disquietude. I am sorry you have given me cause 
to do it; for, as I have always remembered your former friendship with 
pleasure, I suffer a loss by your depriving me of that sentiment. 


THOMAS PAINE. 


1 ^ SIX 


Tom Taine: an Estimate 


W HEN all is said and done, how are we to assess Thomas 
Paine? As a writer, for clarity, for forceful prose, and 
for the straight-forward and reasonable statement of 
an idea, he had few if any contemporary equals. Not even Jefferson 
could phrase an abstraction so well in words the average person 
would imderstand. 

Paine broke with the writing traditions of hfe day and struck out 
in a bold and homely style; yet in conjunction with the content, 
from which it cannot be separated, he bears comparison with any 
writer of his times. He wrote for the people, deliberately, and 
thereby created works that have long outlived those of writers who 
scorned a broad audience. What he lacked in grace, he made up for 
with his tremendous sincerity. He was a writer who loved people, 
and that love comes through his words. 

As a political thinker, Paine worked with the ideas of his time, 
activating theories which existed rather than setting out to discover 
new ones. His greatest personal contribution was the plan for social 
which he proposed in Rights of Mqh, Hut he was more in¬ 
terested in taking the democratic method out of the vault and airing 
it in full view than in discovering new philosophies. The tremendous 
circulation of his political writing indicates that he influenced more 
people than any of those writers upon whom he drew. 

As a pamphleteer, he has had no equal. There is no other case in 
history of a great people’s movement finding its voice in one man, 
and finding it so clearly and decisively. There is no other case 

where one man created so large a proportion of the fighting slogans 
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of a revolution. There is no other case where a whole nation rallied 
to a single book, and united on the basis of its plea. 

Paine has that rare historical distinction of being unique; there 
are no comparisons, because there has been no one, before him or 
since, quite like him. He had the fortune to arrive in the right place 
at the right time, and once there, he accepted history instead of at¬ 
tempting to avoid it. 

As a man, Paine was more than most men, less than some. Tall, 
powerful, a pair of wide, sloping shoulders, a hooked nose, slanting 
brown eyes—he was the very opposite of the “dirty little atheist” 
Theodore Roosevelt once called him without ever having read The 
Age of Reason, Paine was driven by a flame inside him; on issues 
he beheved in, he was absolutely unequivocal, and perhaps his 
greatest failing was his inability to compromise. He was more than 
generous; money meant nothing to him. He never refused an appeal 
for help, and he neither admired nor envied the ability to create a 
fortune. 

In later life, seeing that his much-dreamed-of utopia and brother¬ 
hood of man would not be realized for perhaps many, many genera¬ 
tions, he fell back upon a somewhat mystical conception of the 
omnipresence and goodness of God, but until then his materialistic 
objectivity was amazing for his time. Even at the very end, tortured 
upon his deathbed by bigots who begged him to recant—though 
God knows what he had to recant—he held firm. Death had no ter¬ 
rors for him. 

To the very end, he clung to his conception of a world that 
changes constantly, an evolution of society—not a haphazard evo¬ 
lution, but an evolution proposed and forwarded by working indi¬ 
viduals. 

He had that wonderful grasp of history in perspective that is 
granted to so few men. He summed up historic situations in terms 
of their dynamic factors, not in terms of silly platitudes—^as so 
many so-called statesmen do today. And always, in all he wrote, 
was the concept of forces aligned against each other, of movement 
and change. 

He was a good man and a great man—one who will be remem¬ 
bered long after those who attacked and slandered him are dead 
and forgotten. 
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